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The Lord's command to love impels all believers to love one another in the Church and in the world. The Baptized
faithful share in the mission of Jesus Christ which is defined by the law of love. The Spirit of God is the principal
agent of the whole of the Church's mission. The Holy Spirit imparts special graces, or charisms, for the benefit
of the whole Body of the Church. Each member of the Church is gifted with these charisms, whether they be
extraordinary, rooted in natural talents, or imparted for ministerial office. The charisms are exceedingly effective
in meeting the needs within the Church (ad intra) and in empowering her mission to the world (ad extra). Included
among the evident signs of hope today is the greater attentiveness of the Church to the voice of the Spirit through
the charisms. The Church seeks a renewed appreciation of the Spirit as the principal agent of mission, of
evangelization, as the one who builds the Kingdom of God within the course of history and prepares the world for
full salvation in Jesus Christ.

knowing the only true God and Him whom H e sent, Jesus
Christ (c f. Jn 17 :3)." 1

The Law of Love
A story is told about the community of St. John the
Evangelist, "the disciple whom Jesus loved" (Jn 13:23).
Occasionally John wo uld ad dress the community
gathered to celebrate the Lord's supper. As he moved
slowly to the front of the assemb ly with the aid of his
walking staff— he was old by this time—an air of
anticipation would fill the room. "W hat will he say?", the
peo ple would ask. John had of course walked, talked, and
lived with the Lord Jesus. B ut John always said only,
"Children, love one another." Eventually some of the
young men in the community tired of the repetition. They
confronted him, asking, "T eacher, you always tell us to
love one another. Why don't you say something new?
Don't you have any other message, a divine insight, an
inspired thought?" A saddened St. John answered, "But
that is what the Lord Jesus told us to do … to love one
another."
Jesus Christ established the law of love. "I give you
a new commandment: Love one another. Such as my
love has been for you, so must your love be for each
other. This is how all will know y ou for m y disciples:
your love for one another" (Jn 13:34-35). This law of
love strongly defines the mission (apostolate) of the
Church of Jesus Christ. The memb ers of the Church m ust
love one another in the Church, as a sign for the world.
"Indeed, the law of love, which is the Lo rd's greatest
com mandme nt, impels all the faithful to promo te God 's
glory through the spread of His kingdom a nd to obtain for
all men that eternal life which consists in

Mission of Jesus Christ
The Lord Jesus was baptized in the Jordan and filled
with the Holy Sp irit (cf. Lk 4). The Spirit subsequently
led Jesus into the desert where he fasted and prayed in
preparation for his mission. T aking advantage o f Jesus'
weakened physical state, the devil tempted him; however,
the devil failed to derail Christ's mission. Jesus emerged
from the desert in the power of the Spirit, onward to
Galilee where he began his earthly ministry. In the
synagogue (Luke 4:16), as was his custom, he rose and
proclaimed the scrip tures. St. Luke seems to call out to
the reader, "Look! Jesus is b eginning his ministry: Listen
to what he cho oses to say:"
"The spirit of the Lord is upon me, therefore he has
anointed me. He has sent me to bring glad tidings
to the poor, to proclaim liberty to the captives,
recovery of sight to the blind, and release to
prisoners, to announce a year of favor from the
Lord" (Is 61:1-2).
This is the mission of the Redeemer and, hence, our
mission as well. Jesus Christ frees, liberates, and releases!
He frees us fro m sin and death. He lifts the veil of
blindness from our eyes. He calls us out of da rkness into
his wonderful light. Jesus announces a year of favor from
the Lord , that is, the da y of our salvation! He d oes not
only announce the Good News however; Jesus C hrist is
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foundation and the animation by the Sp irit (ruah-E lohim ),
the hierarc hical struc ture and the unity of the Mystical
Bo dy of C hrist.

the Good N ews— Emm anuel, Go d with us!
The Baptized and C onfirmed members of the
Church are each fully equipped to carry out the mission of
Christ—the mission of the Church. The Baptized share in
the three -fold office of Christ: priest, prop het, and king.2
As priest we offer our lives to God , to Christ in the
Church, and to our fellow humans; we consecrate our
lives and th e world to G od. As prophet we preach the
gospel of peace (c f. Eph. 6:15 ) to the world. W e point out
to the world God's evident action in the world. We are
salt and light in the world (cf. Mt 5:13,14); we add the
'flavor' (cf. Col 4:5-6) of the Lord to this life and help men
and women to see the way to the Father, through Christ
Jesus who himself is the Light of All Nations3 (cf. Jn
8:12). "T he Church offers humanity the Go spel, that
prophetic message which responds to the needs and
aspirations of the huma n heart and always remains 'Good
News'. The Church cannot fail to proclaim that Jesus
came to reveal the face of God and to merit salvation for
all humanity by his cross and resurrection." 4 As king we
serve as Christ served; we care for the world as he cared
for the world. We participate as stewards who help to "set
the captives free" through our actions of justice and love.
We help to usher in the kingdom of God.

The Promise of the Father
Jesus Christ empowers the Church to carry out his
mission. Before ascending to the Father, Jesus told his
disciples, "See, I send down upon you the promise of my
Father. Rem ain h ere in the city until yo u are clothed w ith
power from on high" (Luke 24:49). In Acts 1 :8, "You will
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes down on you;
then you are to be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout
Judea and Sam aria, yes even to the ends of the earth."
He spok e of the H oly Sp irit of whom H e had said, "But I
tell you the truth, it is better for you that I go. For if I do
not go, the Ad vocate w ill not co me to you. But if I go, I
will send him to you. And when he co mes he w ill convict
the world in rega rd to sin an d righteo usness and
condemnation: sin, because they do not believe in me;
righteou sness, becau se I am going to the Father and you
will no longer see me; condemnation, because the ruler
of this wo rld has been condemned. I have much mo re to
tell you, but you cannot bear it now. But when he com es,
the Spirit of truth, he will guide yo u to a ll truth. H e will
not speak on his own, but he will speak w hat he h ears and
will dec lare to yo u the thing s that a re coming. He will
glorify me, because he will take from what is mine and
declare it to you. Everything that the Father has is mine;
for this reason I told you that he w ill take from w hat is
mine and declare it to you" (Jn 16:4b-15).
According to the Lord's promise, on the day of
Pen tecost, the Holy Spirit suddenly descended on the
Lo rd's disciples in power … like a strong, driving wind.
"Tongues as of fire appeared which parted and cam e to
rest on each of them. All were filled with the Ho ly Spirit"
(Acts 2:3-4). Charisms were manifested in the Church for
the first time: "T hey be gan to express them selves in
foreign tongues" (A cts 2:11) "and make bold
proclamations as the Spirit prompted them" (Acts 2:4).
The Church spoke for the first time in the fullness of the
power of the Spirit of Truth about the person of Jesus
Christ, about his divinity, about the Church he founded,
and about the me aning o f his life, death, and resurrection.
The charisms of preaching and evangelization were
manifested: Peter addressed the crowd and all present
experienced the charism of interpretation as each heard
Peter speaking in their own language (Acts 2:5-41).
Through the action of the Holy Spirit in these gifts, three
thousand were converted and the Church was bo rn. These
charisms belong to the ordinary life of the C hurch, the life
of the People of God,7 both then and today. Pope John
Paul II has written that "In our day too, the Spirit is the

The Church and the Holy Spirit
Jesus Christ establishe d the C hurch to carry out his
mission. He founded the Church on the Apostles and
gives it life through his Holy Sp irit (Eph 2:20-22). "T he
Ho ly Spirit is ind eed the principal agent of the whole of
the Church's mission." 5 The Church is inseparable from
this one Spirit of Life, the fountain of living water (Jn
7:37-39) who co ntinually sanctifies, unifies, vivifies, and
counsels the C hurch. "The Sp irit guides the Church into
the fullness of truth (cf. Jn 16:13) and gives her a unity of
fellowship and se rvice. He furnishes and directs her with
various gifts, both hierarchical and charismatic, and
adorns her with the fruits of His grace (cf. Ep h 4:11-12 ; 1
Cor. 12:4; Gal. 5:22). By the power of the gospel He
makes the Church grow, perpetually renews her, and leads
her to perfect unio n with her Spo use." 6 The Church has
both institutional and charismatic elements, an
interrelationship between the human and the divine, the
visible (seen) and the spiritual (unse en), the A postolic
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principal agent of the new evangelization" and that one of
the evident signs of hope in our d ay is greater attentio n to
the voice of the Sp irit through the charisms. 8

God and they "… are to be received with thanksgiving
and consolation ." 14 "T hey are in fact a singularly rich
source of grace for the vitality of the apostolate and for
the holiness of the whole Body of Christ, provided that
they be gifts that come truly from the Spirit and are
exercised in full conformity with the authentic promptings
of the Spirit." 15
A perceptible gift. Secondly, a charism is a gift of
the Holy Spirit that can be perceived16 by the C hristian
com munity. Yet, the charism s are no t necessarily
perceived by the physical senses. 17 The action of the H oly
Spirit, who b reathes where he will, is not always read ily
recognized and received18; rather, the Christian
com munity often perceives the fruits effected by gifts
imparted by the invisible, hidden Spirit of God: "Who has
seen the Wind, neither you nor I. But we all know when
the W ind go es by."
Freely bestowed. A charism is thirdly a freely
bestowed gift or Grace o f God; tha t is, one doesn't earn
the charisms. The charisms are not bestowed as rewards
for individual sanc tity or ho liness; rathe r, as gifts of God,
the charisms are lavished on the people of God , the
Church, as free gift, initiated by Go d. "A ll is Grac e." 19
Although unmerited, the charisms are indeed oriented
toward individual sanctification, that is, toward the
holiness restored in Baptism: as gifts to the Church, the
charisms strengthen the faith, hope, and love of her
individual members. For examp le, one might experience
charism atic activity within the Church and in that
experience be confronted with the power and reality of
God (e.g., see 1 Cor 14:20-25 ). In the author's own life,
upon experiencing for the first time the charism of praying
in tongues, his world view, or better, the way he looked at
the world that he could not see, was profoundly changed
… in an instant! In an analogous way, although the
charisms are not signs of personal sanctity, the destructive
effects of sin (cf. Jas 1:12-15 ) can close our mind to God,
to the signs of his love, and to his saving grace in our
lives.
Manifestations of the H oly Spirit. Fourthly, a
charism is a manifestation of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 12:7)
given for the common good. The charisms are thus
inseparable from the Holy Spirit. They are manifestations
of Go d in the m ode of gift. 20 The charisms thus take a

Who has seen The Wind?
W hat are the charisms? For the purpose of
discussion, let us reconsider the definition offered by
Leon-Joseph Cardinal Suenens. 9 "A charism is a special
gift, a perceptible and freely bestowed manifestation of
the Ho ly Spirit, a particular grace of G od w hich is given
for the benefit of the whole Body of the Church." 10
A special gift or particular grace of God. A charism
is firstly a special gift (cha ris), a particular grace of God.
The essence of "grace" permeates the phrase, Deu s Pro
Nobis, God for us. God is He Who Is (Ex 3:14 ). "G od is
love" (1 Jn 4:8,16). And God is for us! God is a
beautiful, loving, creative Being who by His very nature
pours Himself forth in love , in creation, and who
continually, actively, seeks to unite with His creation. He
loves us with an intimate, personal, active, outreaching,
and pene trating lov e. "Lo ve, then consists in this: not that
we have loved God but that He has loved us and has sent
His son as an offering for our sins" (1 Jn 4:10 ). God
actively seeks fellowship with us (Rv 3:20). He fully
communicates Self in the Incarnation and grace,11 as
W ord and G ift, as Truth and Love. The Church
characterizes God's grace as sanctifying grace (or the
gratuitous, unmerited, gift that God makes to us o f His
own life, infused b y the Holy Spirit into our soul at
Baptism, to heal it of sin and to sanctify it), sacramental
grace (or the gifts proper to the seven sacraments), and as
special graces, or charisms (or gifts oriented toward
sanctifying grace, intended for the common go od of the
Church, at the serv ice of the love that builds up the
Church). 12 These particular gifts or "promptings of grace"
take a variety of forms. 13 The charisms are special gifts of
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variety of forms, '… reflecting the absolute freedom of the
Spirit who a bund antly supp lies them… ." 21 As gratuitous
manifestations of the Holy Spirit, the charisms are clearly
not "possessions". Indeed, it is the Holy Sp irit, we pray,
that "possesses" us. The Christian seeks to live "life in the
Spirit", that is directed toward the will of God and d ocile
to the mo vements of the Ho ly Spirit. 22 It is when we live
with docility before the Holy Spirit—this posture of
openness is typified by Mary, spouse of the Holy Sp irit
(see Lk 1:26-3 8)— that we experience and come to
recognize in our gathering, as Church, the charisms of the
Ho ly Spirit. "The charisms … are essentially the varied
and visible manifestations of a single unique reality: The
life of the Spirit overflowing the so uls of Christians." 23
The Body of Christ. Finally, a charism is a Grace of
God given for the bene fit of the who le Bo dy of the
Church, that is, the Body of Christ. The charisms
origina te in the Holy Spirit and are directed toward the
edification of the Church. The charisms take a variety of
forms "… as a resp onse to the varied needs of the Church
in history." 24 "W hether extraordinary or simple and
humble, charisms are graces of the Holy Spirit which
directly or indire ctly benefit the Church, ordered as they
are to her building up, to the good of men, and to the
world ." 25 "Just as each of us has one body with many
memb ers, and not all the members have the same function,
so too we, though many, are one Body in Christ and
individually members one of another" (Rom 12 :4-8). W e
are mem bers o f the Body o f Christ. W e have different
functions but we are united in our one Lord, Jesus C hrist.
"Through Christ the whole body grows, and with the
proper functioning of the members, joined firmly together
by each supporting ligament, builds itself up in love" (Eph
4:15-16). Through the proper functioning of the Body we
are configured to carry out the law of love within the
Church and in the world. Indeed, a local Church is alive
and healthy when its memb ers exercise their charism s in
ministry to one another.26 The missio n of Christ, which is
oriented toward love, is accomplished by the proper
functioning of the many membe rs of the B ody o f Christ,
orchestrated, enlivened, and empowered by the Holy
Spirit.

The Pauline Letters and Charisms
"For I long to see you and share with you some
spiritual gift—rather what I wish is that we may be
mutually encouraged by our common faith" (Rom
1:11-12).
Chapters 12, 13, and 14 of the first Corinthian letter
is an appropriate Pauline context in which to discuss
charisms. St. Paul identifies and describes the "spiritual
gifts" (1 Cor 12:1-11). "T here are different ministries but
the same Lord; there are different works but the same God
accomplishes all of them in everyone. To each p erson the
manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good"
(1 Cor 12:4-7). These charisms are for the benefit of
Body of Christ. "The body is one and has m any members,
but all the membe rs, many though they are, are one b ody;
and so it is with Christ" (1 Cor 12:12). The gifts are given
to the Church through each member of the body. The
Christian com munity is to be concerned for one another (1
Cor 1 2:25-26) and to seek the greater gifts— the greatest
being love (see 1 Cor 13). In full circle then, the
com munity of God, fo rmed out of lo ve by J esus Christ,
given life out of love by the Holy Sp irit, is gifted to be the
Body of Christ in which the law o f love is carried out,
both within the Church (ad intra) and in the world (ad
extra).
In the epistle to the Ephesians, St. Paul describes the
Church as the Mystical Body of Christ. The many
members of the Body are unified by the Spirit and are
given a diversity of graces. Along with the ministers
working in roles of service for the faithful, "… we become
one in faith and in knowled ge of God 's Son, and form that
perfect man who is Christ come to full stature" (Eph
4:13). Jesus C hrist equ ips the C hurch, His Bod y, with the
charisms needed to carry out his m ission. In se rvice to
one another, each with capacity and gifts uniquely
determined by God, the individual members of the Church
are united by the Holy Spirit to form Christ, "hands and
feet," here on earth.

The Second Vatican Council and Charisms
The fathers of the Second Vatican Council grappled
with the questions of whether the charisms, especially the
"extraord inary" manifestations of the Holy Spirit, are
normative to the apostolates of the faithful. Although the
Church has been graced throughout its history with special
manifestations of the H oly Sp irit (cha risma ta), some held
that the charisms were meant only for the primitive
Church but held little relevance for the Church in our
day. 27
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In a pivotal council speech, "T he Charismatic
Dim ension of the C hurch," 28 Cardinal Suenens exhorted
the council fathers:
The charisms are more than
peripheral and unessential phenomena in the life of the
Church; the charisms are vitally important for building up
the Mystical B ody and must be presented with clarity; the
hierarchical structure of the Church must not appear as an
administrative apparatus w ith no intimate connection with
the charismatic gifts of the Holy Spirit which are spread
throughout the life of the Church. Suenens reminded the
Council Fathers that in Baptism, all Christians receive the
Ho ly Spirit and that "The H oly Spirit shows himself in the
Church in the great number and rich ness of his spiritual
gifts, gifts which Scripture calls pneumatika (1 Cor. 12:1,
14:1) or charisms (Rom 12:6; 1 Cor 12;4,9 28, 30f; 1 Tm
4:14, 2 Tm 1:6; 1 Pt 4:10)." In detail, Suenens called to
mind the living place of charisms in the Church: in
extraordinary and marvelous ways, for exam ple, ecstatic
tongues and healing; in more co mmo n ways, for example,
in wise speech, knowledge, faith, teaching, administration,
discernment of spirits, and prophecy; and in obvious
ministerial positions such as the charisms of theolo gians,
catechists, evangelists, social workers. "Do we not know
and see in our d aily experience that the a ction o f the Holy
Spirit has not died out in the Church?"29 In a later book,
Cardinal Suenens provid ed a history of the charism atic
experience of the Church and recalled that throughout the
life of the Church, the charisms were to be found
where ver faith was lived intensely. 30

describes the mystery of the Church as "… a divine reality
inserted into history which cannot be fully captured by
human thought or language" 33:
The C hurch is a
sheepfold, the flock of God; She is a tract of land to be
cultivated, the field of God; She is a building, the edifice
of Go d, built of living stones; She is our Mo ther, the
heavenly Jerusalem; the Church is the Mystical Body of
Christ of which the Head of the body is Christ the Lord.
All me mb ers of the bod y are to be mo lded into Christ's
image. "In order that we may be unce asingly renew ed in
Him (cf. Eph. 4:23), He has shared with us His Spirit who,
existing as one and the same being in the head and in the
memb ers, vivifies, unifies, and m oves the who le bod y." 34
The People of God. Following this description of
the Church, chapter II provides an expanded description
of the Church as the "new People of God." The People of
God are those who believe in Christ, who are reb orn in
Christ (cf. 1 Pt 1:23), who are born not of the flesh but of
the Spirit (cf. Jn 3:5-6), and are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a purchased people, a people
God claims for His own (1 Pt. 2:9-10). Through
participation in the sacraments, notab ly Baptism in which
we are incorporated in the Church, Confirmation in which
we are endowed b y the Holy Spirit with special strength,
and "the Eucharistic Sacrifice being the fount and apex of
the whole Christian life," 35 the community and ministry of
the People of God is brought into op eration. The holy
Peo ple of God shares in Christ's prophetic office; the
Church is a living witness to Christ and the bo dy of the
faithful, as a whole cannot err in matters of belief thanks
to a supernatural sense of the faith which characterizes the
people of God and is arouse d and sustained by the Spirit
of truth.36
Charismatic gifts. It is in this profound context, the
dogmatic statement by the Church on the mystery of her
own identity, meaning, sacramental life, and prophetic and
teaching offices, that the Constitution states: 37

Dogmatic Constitution on the Church
An evident movement of the Holy Spirit in our day
is reflected in the writings of the Second V atican C ounc il
on the charismatic dimension of the Church. Pope John
Paul II has recently called for a reawakened understanding
and faithfulness to the spirit of openness called for by the
cou ncil with regard to the ministry of the Holy Spirit
through the variety of charisms, roles, and ministries he
inspires for the good of the People of God. 31 A fresh,
comp rehensive ecclesio logy was stated in the Dogm atic
Constitution on the Church. Lumen Gentium provides a
context for, and description of, the role of the charisms in
the Chu rch.
"… the teac hing is esse ntially
'pneuma tological': it is perme ated b y the truth about the
Ho ly Spirit, as the soul of the Church." 32
The Church. The first chapter of Lumen Gentium

"It is not only through the sacraments and Church
ministries that the same Holy Spirit sanctifies and
leads the People of God and enriches it with
virtues. Allotting His gifts 'to everyone according
as he will' (1 Cor 12:11), he distributes special
graces among the faithful of every rank. By these
gifts He makes them fit and ready to undertake the
various tasks or offices advantageous for the
renewal and upbuilding of the Church, according
to the words of the Apostle: 'The manifestations of
the Spirit are given to everyone for profit' (1 Cor
12:7). These charismatic gifts, whether they be the
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fast to what is good (cf. 1 Th 5:12, 19, 21)."39

most outstanding or the most widely diffused, are
to be received with thanksgiving and consolation,
for they are exceedingly suitable and useful for the
needs of the Church."

No te that while intense conciliar debate surrounded the
pastoral theolo gy of cha risma ta, ultimately it was clearly
propounded that the Baptized faithful have the "right and
duty" to exercise the charisms for the upbuilding of the
Church and for the good of mankind. "Indeed, everyone
should painstakingly ready himself personally for the
apostolate, especially as an adult. For the advance of age
brings with it better self-knowledge, thus enabling each
person to evaluate more accurately the talents with which
God has enriched his so ul and to exercise mo re effectively
those charism atic gifts which the Holy Spirit has bestowed
on him for the go od o f his brothers." 40

The Ho ly Spirit distributes sp ecial graces, charismatic
gifts, to the faithful of every rank for the renewal and
upbuilding of the Church. Thro ugh these charism atic gifts
too, the Spirit of God sanctifies, leads, and enriches the
church with virtues. The council fathers provided , in this
same context, pastoral guidance on the charisms. They
cautioned: that abuses in seeking the extraordinary gifts
can occur; that personal expe ctations can b e in error; and
that the judgement concerning the proper use of the gifts
is correctly under the authority of the pastors. "Still,
extraordinary gifts are not to be rashly sought after, nor
are the fruits of apostolic labor to be presumptuously
expected from them. In any case, judgment as to their
genuineness and proper use belongs to those who preside
over the Church, and to whose special competence it
belongs, not indeed to extinguish the Sp irit, but to test all
things and hold fast to that which is good (cf. 1 Th 5:12,
19-2 1)." 38

Charismata
"We who have been reborn through the sacrament
of Baptism experience intense joy when we feel
within us the first stirrings of the Holy Spirit. We
begin to have an insight into the mysteries of faith,
we are able to prophesy and to speak with wisdom.
We become steadfast in hope and receive the gift of
healing. Demons are made subject to our
authority. These gifts enter us like a gentle rain,
and once having done so, little by little, they bring
forth fruit in abundance."41

Decree on the Apo stolate of the Laity
The "D ecree on the Apo stolate o f the Laity"
identifies the apostolate, or mission, of the Church as all
activity of the M ystical Body o f Christ directed toward
spreading God's kingdom, so that all humankind might
share in Christ's saving redemptio n, and so that the whole
world might in actual fac t be brought into relationship
with Christ.

In the not too distant past, instructional writings on
the spiritual life might have cla ssified charisms as
"extraordinary mystical p heno mena," 42 in a category with
private revelations (e.g., visions [cf. Acts 18:9-11]) and
stigmatization.
However, charisms, as evident in
Scripture and in the writings of the Second Vatican
Council, belong to the ordina ry life of the Church and are
normative to the life of the Christian person. Specific
examples of charism s, both "extraordinary" (clarissima 43)
and "simple" (simp licia) and widely diffused, are
considered below; however, it is important to note the
deficiency inherent in human definitions of charisms. The
charisms are manifest, creative, love-forging, explosive,
divinely bestowed power (dyn am is). The charisms

"For the exercise of this apostolate, the Holy Spirit
who sanctifies the People of God through the
ministry and the sacraments gives to the faithful
special gifts as well (cf. 1 Cor 12:7), 'allotting to
everyone according as He will' (1 Cor 12:11).
Thus may the individual, 'according to the gift
each has received, administer it to one another'
and become 'good stewards of the manifold grace
of God' (1 Pet 4:10) and build up thereby the
whole body in charity (cf. Eph 4:16). From the
reception of these charisms or gifts, including
those which are less dramatic, there arise for each
believer the right and duty to use them in the
Church and in the world for the good of mankind
and for the upbuilding of the Church. In so doing,
believers need to enjoy the freedom of the Holy
Spirit who 'breathes where he will' (Jn 3:8). At the
same time, they must act in communion with their
brothers in Christ, especially with their pastors.
The latter must make a judgement about the true
nature and proper use of these gifts, not in order to
extinguish the Spirit, but to test all things and hold

39

DAL, Art. 3, pp. 487-521.
DAL, Art. 30, p. 519.
41
Excerpt from a discourse on the psalms (cf. Psalm 64) by
Saint Hilary, chosen as the second reading in the Office of Readings on
Saturday of the twenty-fifth week in ordinary time. The Liturgy of the
Hours, According to the Roman Rite, IV, Catholic Book Publishing
Co., New York, 1975, p. 311.
42
Cf. The Very Reverend Adolphe Tanquerey, The Spiritual
Life, A Treatise on Ascetical and Mystical Theology, Translated by Fr.
Herman Branderis, Society of St. John the Evangelist, Desclee & Co.,
Tournai, Belgium, 1923, pp. 700-718.
43
The distinction here between the outstanding charisms, in
Latin clarissima, and the commonplace charisms, simpliciora,
simplicia, is noted by Rev. E. D. O'Connor, C.S.C. in The Pentecostal
Movement in the Catholic Church, Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame,
Indiana, U.S.A., p. 285
40

38

ibid.
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evide ntly overlap,44 complement, catalyze, and even
seemingly com pete 45 with, one another. The dynamic,
creative breath of God (ruah-E lohim ) blows where He
wills. The Spirit indeed brings order out of chaos, but is
hardly bound by the dim ensions of human thought. "The
wind blow s where it will. You hear the sound it makes but
you do n ot know where it comes from or where it goes.
So it is with everyon e beg otten of the S pirit" (Jn 3:8).

empowers the Baptized to testify to Christ, in the Church
and in the world, in peaceful times and in times of
persecution (cf. Acts 8:35; Mk 13 :11-12 Acts 4:8-12).
Expression of Knowledge
The power to express knowledge is made m anifest
by a "wo rd of knowledge" in which the Holy Sp irit
impresses specific understanding or information which
either revea ls his activity or directs ministry. The charism
is experienced as a divinely inspired sense, intuition, or
thought. The Sp irit equips the Baptized with the
knowledge needed for a particular ministerial situation.

Clarissim a
St. Paul lists certain spiritual gifts in the first
Corinthian letter:46 "There are different kinds of spiritual
gifts but the same Spirit; there are d ifferent forms of
service but the same Lord; there are different workings
but the same Go d who produces all of them in everyone.
To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given
for the common go od. T o one is given through the Spirit
the expression of wisdom; to another the expression of
knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another faith
by the same Spirit; to another gifts of healing by the one
Spirit; to another mighty deeds; to another prophecy; to
another discernm ent of spirits; to another varieties of
tongues; to another interpretation of tongues. But one
and the sam e Spirit produces all of these distributing them
individually to each person as he wishes" (1 Cor 12:4-11).

Faith
The charism of faith 48 is a manifestation of the H oly
Spirit giving sp ecial assurance capable of working
wonders— the faith that moves mountains (cf. Lk 17:5-6;
1 Cor 13:2). The Spirit enables the Baptized to recognize
God 's will, to act ac cord ing to divine direction, and to
sustain confidence that God's Will will attain fruition,
even through tremendous obstacles and against formidable
odds. It has been said that this gift is the fertile soil of
many charisms. The courage to share a word of
knowledge, the confident assurance needed to intercede
and to minister healing prayer, and the expectation of
miraculous power are often rooted in a charism of faith.

Wisdo m in D iscourse
"The Spirit scrutinizes all matters, even the deep
things of God" (1 Cor 3:10 ). T he charism of wisdom in
discourse is a manifestation of the Holy Spirit in which
God impresses his wisdom, oriented toward Truth (cf. Jn
16:12-15), in the Body of Christ through individual
members of the Church comm unity.
God's shared
wisdom effects co nversio n and growth in holine ss. St.
Peter attributed this charism to St. Paul when he wrote
"Paul, our beloved brother wrote you this in the spirit of
wisdom that is his …" (2 Pt 3:15-16). The D octors of the
Church47 notably exercised this charism. The charism of
wisdom is manifestly operative in bishop s, priests,
deaco ns, preachers, catechists, exegetes, and other
teachers through whom the Spirit of God communicates
truth through ministries of the W ord. The Holy Spirit

Gifts of healing
"… He has sent m e to procla im libe rty to captives,
and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go
free …" (Lk 4:18-19). This proclamation has far-reaching
consequences concerning the he aling ministry of Christ,
and hence of his Church: ab out liberty from b ondage to
sin and death, and from the tethers of woundedness and
injustice; about light in darkness; ab out ho pe in
depression, despair, and powerlessness; about release
from fear. The Lord Jesus healed thro ughout His
ministry. 49 At that time "… he cured m any of their
diseases, sufferings, and evil spirits; he also granted sight
to many who were blind" (Lk 7:21). Indeed, this is how
John the Baptist was to know that Jesus was the "One who
is to come" : "… the blind regain their sight, the lame
walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are
raised, the poor have the good news proclaimed to them"
(Lk 7:22-23).
Jesus prep ared the apostles to minister his healing.

44
For example, the distinction between the word of
knowledge and the discernment of spirits can be subtle with regard to
revelation concerning sin or an operative evil spirit.
45
In this regard, the first Corinthian letter gives evidence that
ill-pastored charismata has potential to divide the Christian community
(cf. 1 Cor 14).
46
Did St. Paul mean to delineate the charisms, definitively
and comprehensively, in this letter? Given the pastoral nature of the
epistle, it is likely that the apostle provided teaching on specific
charisms pertinent to the life of the Corinthian community. Indeed, St.
Paul discussed other charisms in letters to the Church in Rome.
47
For example, men and women like Sts. Ambrose,
Augustine, Aquinas, Bonaventure, Catherine of Siena, and Teresa of
Jesus

48

The charism of faith is formally distinct from, although
oriented toward, the theological virtue of Faith, of the Faith, Hope, and
Love triad (cf. 1 Cor 13:13, Rom 5:1-5, Gal 51:6, and 1 Th 1:3), which
is poured into the hearts of all the faithful through the action of the Holy
Spirit in the Sanctifying Grace of Baptism.
49
The healing ministry of Jesus Christ is recorded especially
in the Gospel of Luke (cf. Lk 4:31-41; 5:12-26; 6:6-11; 6:17-19; 7:117;7:36-49; 8:26-31; 8:40-56; 8:37-43;13:10-17; 14:1-6; 17:11-18;
18:35-43).
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recover" (Mk 16:17-18 ). The Lo rdship of Jesus Christ
(Phil 2:11) is confirmed through the charismatic gift of
miraculous powers. Scripture (Acts 3:1-10) records that
Sts. Peter and John once walked past the Beautiful Gate
where a man crippled from b irth begged alms. Peter said,
"I have neither silver nor gold, but what I do have I give
you: in the name of Jesus Christ the Nazorean, rise and
walk." The cripple leaped up, walked around, and then
jumped, and then praised God. When the people saw him,
they too praised God b ecause they recognized the beggar
and knew that God had miraculously transformed his life.
A second and rather astonishing example of the charism
of miracles is found in chapter nine of The Acts of the
Apo stles: Tabitha—the disciple who "… was com pletely
occupied with good deeds and almsgiving" (A cts
9:36)—had fallen ill and died. Peter prayed that she be
raised to life: "'Tabitha, rise up.' She opened her eyes,
saw Peter, and sat up. T his became known all over Joppa,
and many came to believe in the Lord" (A cts 9:40,42).
Just as Jesus Christ raised peop le to life during His earthly
ministry (cf. Jn 11:41-44 and Lk 7:11 -17) so he
continues to raise his people to life in him through the
ministry of his Church tod ay.

He gave to them power and authority over all demons and
diseases (cf. Lk 9:1-2). He instructed the seventy-two
disciples: "W hatever town you enter and they welcome
you … cure the sick in it and say to them, 'The Kingdom
of God is at hand for you.'" (Lk 10:8-9). God's healing
power in our life is a sign of His love and power in our
lives, a sign of His K ingdo m. The Chu rch ministers
Christ's love (ad intra and ad extra ).
Healing is conferred principally in the sacramental
graces of Reconciliation, Eucharist, and the Anointing of
the Sick. "Is there anyone among you suffering? He
should pray. Is anyone in good spirits? He should sing
praise. Is anyone among you sick? He should summon
the presbyters of the church, and they should pray over
him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord, and
the prayer of faith will save the sick person, and the Lord
will raise him up. If he has committed sins, he will be
forgiven" (Jas 5:13-1 5). In o ur day we can readily
participate in communal celebrations of Reconciliation,
Eucharist, and Anointing of the Sick. The Lord is made
manifest in the prayers and community present in the
gathered B ody o f Christ.
In addition to the healing grace proper to the
sacraments, the Holy Sp irit actively empowers the Church
with charism s of healing, or m anifestatio ns of the Ho ly
Spirit's power over disease and illness—including
spiritual, psychological, and physical illness. The New
Testament provides many examples of this ministry in the
Church through the action of the Ho ly Spirit manifest in
the gifts of healing. Recall, for example, ho w the peop le
of Jerusalem laid the sick on mats in the street in hope that
even the shadow of Peter would fall on one or another of
them. Large num bers of people from the towns in the
vicinity of Jerusalem also brought those who were sick
and those disturbed with unclean spirits, and they were
cured (Acts 5:12-15).
The Church tod ay is also blessed also with notable
ministries of healing prayer in the form of intercessory
prayer groups and teams that are committed ministering
healing prayer; these are instrum ents of profound healing
in the Church. By healing the "leaven" (the Church), the
Lord very effectively also he als "the batch" (the w orld
around us). Indeed, the Church herself is a sacrament of
healing in the world.

Prophecy
The charism of prophecy is a manifestation of the
Ho ly Spirit in which God communicates to his people,
through his people, in human language, written, spoken,
sung, or signed. T he gift of prophecy is ex ceed ingly
effective for building up the Body of Christ (1 Cor 14:15). 50 The Baptized are urged to set their "… hearts on
spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy" (1 Cor
14:1). Prophecy is generally experienced as a simple,
brief message of enco uragement, direction, confirmation,
inspiration, or consolation voiced by one of the membe rs;
for example, "Have courage." Or, "M y people, I love
you." Or, "My people, I am with you." God sp eaks to the
whole body of the assembly. In rare instances a prophetic
utterance is intended for a specific person. Prophecy can
be expressed through Scripture. P rophecy ve ry rarely
involves foretelling (e.g., Acts 21:7-14); rather, most
often prophecy is a "telling forth" of what Jesus Christ
communicates through the Spirit of Truth (cf. Jn 16:1215) to a specific people, gathered in a particular place, at
a particular time.
St. Paul exhorted the primitive Church to "… not
quench the Spirit. Do no t despise pro phetic utterances.
Test everything; retain what is good" (1 T h 5:19-21). In
his autobiographical reflection Memories and H opes, 51

Mirac ulous P owers
Before ascending to the Father, as the Lord Jesus
commissioned the apostles to preach the gospel to every
creature and to Baptize all who believe. He said: "Signs
like these will accompany those who have professed th eir
faith: In my name they will drive out d emons [e.g., Acts
28:1-10], they will speak new langu ages [e.g., Acts 2:4].
They will pick up serp ents with their ha nds [e.g., Acts
28;1-10], and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not
harm them. They will lay hands on the sick, and they w ill

50
The ministry of Pope John Paul II, both in the Church and
in the world, gives powerful witness to the efficacy of the prophetic role
of Peter, the Bishop of Rome.
51
Cardinal Suenens, L.-J., Memories and Hopes, Veritas
Publications, Dublin, Rep. of Ireland, p. 374.
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in what ap pears to be unintelligible sounds. 55 The gift of
tongues is often experienced as a "gentle rain" of praise,
spoken or sung, to the Lord. Tongues has been described
as a simple " … form o f contempla tive prayer. Sp ecific
words with precise intellectual content are set aside to
allow for a deeper union of one's heart with the Lord.
Spoken words may also have the same effect, but a certain
freedom comes with the gift of tongues and allows for
new possibilities of communication with Go d." 56 Mo st
often this gift is exercised in the context of private prayer
and in corporate praise and worship. In some cases a
message spoken in tongues may be interpreted, and indeed
should be (1 Cor 14 :6-19).

Cardinal Suenens answered the question: "Prophecies are
a frequent occurrence at Renewal me etings; does this
disturb you in any way?" C ardinal Suenens' response
revea ls a balanced blend of receptivity to the supernatural
gift of prophecy and pastoral wisdom and prudence: "Yes
indeed, if the attitude behind them is 'God has said this to
me …,' 'Listen to me, my children … '; or if they claim to
predict future even ts. Vatican II speaks of all Christians
as 'a prophetic people'— that is to say, as carriers of the
word of God. We must beware of the apocalyptic
manner, but there is nothing strang e in sharing with others
a word which we have received in prayer and which has
struck us— if this is a spiritual sharing, and nothing more.
There is no private line to the Ho ly Spirit."

Interpretation of tongues
The interpretation of tongue s is a manifestation of
the Holy Spirit in which one is gifted to interpret a
message, spoken or sung in tongues, which is intended for
the whole people gathered . The interpretation of tongues
has potential to ed ify the people of God with the efficacy
of prophetic utterance. T herefo re, one who is gifted with
speaking in tongues should pray for the gift of interpreting
tongues (cf. 1 Cor 14:13) because, while speaking in
tongues edifies the individual speaker, the interpretation
of tongues edifies the whole Body of the Church.

Discernm ent of Spirits
The charism of discernment of spirits is the
empowerm ent to distinguish one spirit from another. In
one of its facets, discernment of spirits is a gift of the
Ho ly Spirit to "read hea rts." St. John Vianney, the patron
saint of Diocesan priests, was notably gifted in this
manner. It is said that people would stand in lines for
three days in order to confess their sins with him as
minister. He had an extraordinary ability to "read souls"
and to grasp the root of the penitent's sin and to form ulate
a penitential response that would effect transformation in
Christ. The story of St. John Vianney52 speaks to the
effectiveness of this charism in building up the Church
and the world.
The Baptized are called to conform their lives to
God and to be transformed (Eph 4:17-24 ), as individuals
and as Church, into His way and likeness (cf. Eph 4:13).
The Holy Sp irit directs the faithful by H is many gifts in
growth in holiness. At decision p oints alo ng this journey,
the Spirit of Jesus empowers the pilgrim to "discern the
spirits," to distinguish between the good and the bad, and
to hold on to the good (cf. Th 5:19-22; Rom 12:9). 53
Discernment is required in regard to the charisms
themselves (1 Th 5:21); this gift of discernment is proper
to the office of the pastors of the Church. 54
Tongues
The charism of tongues is a manifestation of the
Ho ly Spirit in which one is empowered to pray or to speak

Charisms of Office and M inistry
In addition to the supernatura l gifts of the H oly
Spirit mentio ned in 1 Cor 12:8-1 1, St. Paul mentions other
charisms in his letters to the Church in Corinth, Ep hesus,
and in Rome. These charisms too are extraordinary in
that they are manifestations of the Holy Spirit sp ecifically
given to the Christian people so that the Body may be
strengthened to grow in love. M emb ers are gifted to feed
the poor (1 Cor 13:3), to prepare for martyrdom (1 Cor
13:3), and to serve as instruments of revelation and
instruction (1 Cor 14:6). The Church experiences
ministerial gifts proper to various offices (e.g., apostles,
prop hets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers, Eph 4:11-12)
within the church: teaching, exhorting, ruling (authority
or strength, R om 1 2:3-8 ) and assistance and
administration (1 Cor 12:27 -31). The Spirit empowers the
Church to spread the Gospel by evangelization (Acts
2:14-41) and through works of mercy (Rom 12 :3-8).

52
E.g., see Fr. Bartholomew O'Brien, The Cure' of Ars, TAN
Books and Publishers, Inc., Rockford IL, USA, 1987.
53
Here the term discernment of spirits connotes the discipline
of attaining understanding of God's directive action in our life. Another
connotation of the phrase discernment of spirits concerns recognition of
malevolent spirits. Priests have the faculties to confront evil spirits if
necessary. Today it is the exclusively the role of particular priests or lay
people, assigned by the local bishop, to address, adjure, challenge, or
exorcise evil spirits.
54
LG, Art. 12, p. 30; DAC, Art. 3, pp.493; and CL, 24, pp.
60-61.

55
Glossolalia (gloss-tongue; laleo-to speak) is a technical
(non-biblical) term that is used to refer to speaking in unintelligible
sounds (psuedo-language). For discussion (bibilical evidence,
examination by social science, and theological critique) on the gift of
tongues as glossalalia inspired by the Holy Spirit see Rev. M. Cornwell,
C.P., The Gift of Tongues Today, Dove Publications, Pecos, NM, USA,
1975.
56
Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, Pastoral Statement,"Come,
Holy Spirit—A Pastoral Statement on the Catholic Charismatic
Renewal," Archdiocese of Chicago, Feast of Pentecost, 1988, p. 3.
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W ord and B reath o f God, op erative in the day to day life
of the whole People of God.
The Body of Christ today is experiencing and
recognizing the direction of the Holy Spirit in new and
wondrous ways, including the manifestations of the Ho ly
Spirit in the charisms. The Church is called to recognize,
draw forth, foster, and receive the charisms because they
are exceed ingly effective for building the Bo dy of Christ
and for executing the mission of evangelization (ad
gentes).
In His A postolic Letter on the Great Jubilee o f the
Year 2000, the Holy Father, Pope John Paul II called for
a new appreciation of the charisms. "The primary tasks of
the preparation for the Jubilee thus include a renewed
appreciation of the presence and activity o f the Sp irit,
who acts within the Church both in the Sa craments,
especially Confirmation, and in the variety of charisms,
roles and ministries which he inspires for the good of the
Church: "There is only o ne Sp irit who, according to his
own richness and the needs of the ministries distributes his
different gifts for the welfare of the Church (cf. 1 Cor
12:1-11). Among these gifts stands out the grace given to
the Apostles. T o their authority, the Spirit himself
subjected even those who we re end owed with charisms
(cf. 1 Cor 14). Giving the body unity through himself and
through his power and through the internal cohesion of its
memb ers, this same spirit produces and urges love among
the believers. In our day too, the Spirit is the principal
agent of the new evangelization. Hence it will be
important to gain a renewed appreciation of the Spirit as
the one who builds the Kingdom of God within the course
of history and prepares its full manifestation in Jesus
Christ, stirring people's hearts and quickening in our
world the seeds of the full salvation which will come at
the end of time." 60

Sim plicia
The Paraclete mysteriously direc ts all of hum an life
to usher in the Kingdom of God. The People of God,
united uniquely to Christ, and vivified by the his Sp irit,
are a special leaven, salt, and light by which God effects
this Salvation. The Church is daily empowered to carry
out this perpetual mission with the "simple" and "mostwidely diffused" cha risms of the Holy Spirit. These
charisms are often rooted in, and grow from the Godgiven natu ral talents of the B aptized faithful. T he simp le
gifts are most effective for bu ilding up the B ody of Christ
because they are common 57 (ubiquitous), continuously
operative in the Church and in the wo rld. The ordinary
gifts too are extraordinary the extent that it is the Holy
Spirit multiplies and directs the natural talents of the
faithful for the benefit of the Church and the mission of
the Ch rist.

The New Evangelization
"God is opening before the Church the horizons of
a humanity more fully prepared for the sowing of
the Gospel. I sense that the moment has come to
commit all of the Church's energies to a new
evangelization and to the mission ad gentes. No
believer in Christ, no institution of the Church can
avoid this supreme duty: to proclaim Christ to all
peoples."58
The Good N ews of the Kingdom of God is spread
by witness to Christ, in word and in deed, in the power of
the Ho ly Spirit (cf. A cts 4:32-35). It is evident from
Scripture that charismatic m anifestatio ns of the Spirit
were normative to the communal, liturgical, and
mission ary life of the primitive Church. In the course of
her history, the Western Church evolved a disciplined,
rationa l, and prudent spiritual life. Often the mystical or
supernatural elements of the spiritual life were relegated
to the religious, to the monasteries and convents. Further,
a formidable hierarchical structure developed which
reflected the deep ro otedness of the Church in the True
Faith of Christ. Reflecting her Creator and Head, the
Church too is "beauty ever ancie nt, ever new." 59 She is
continually renewed in a docility to the H oly Sp irit
sustained by a perpetual openness to the transforming

The rapid adva ncem ent of the world , while evoking
prudence, brings joy to the Church. She is confident that
God configures the People of God, and ultimately the
world, into His kingdom, his City of Joy, the City of God.
It is with anticipation that we look to the freshness and
creativity of the Spirit to lead us in new and wondrous
directions on the path o f Christ, gifted to live with hope
and confident faith and with love in this new world.
Alleluia. Alleluia! Jesus Christ is Lord, to the Glory of
God the Father, in the unity of the Bond of Love, the H oly
Spirit of God.

57
It is interesting to draw an analogy between the "common"
priesthood of the Baptized faithful and the ministerial priesthood of the
ordained priests (e.g., cf. LG, Art. 10, pp. 26-27, or more recently, John
Paul II, Post-Synodal Apostolic exhortation, Pastores Dabo Vobis (I
Will Give You Shepherds), St. Paul Books & Media, Boston, MA, USA,
1992, p. 37). The ordained priest ministers the Word and Sacraments,
principally within the Church (ad intra). The Church is immeasurably
built up through this ministry. The common priesthood of the lay
faithful is exceedingly effective in proclaiming the Gospel to the world
(ad extra) by virtue of the lay person's life in the world, by virtue of the
lay vocation.
58
RM, 3, p. 12.
59
St. Augustine.

60

TMA, 45, pp. 50-51.
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