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by Patti Mansfield
“FATHER, IN THE NAME OF JESUS,
SEND FORTH YOUR SPIRIT AND
RENEW THE WORLD.”

It is a joy for me to write about my friend,
Blessed Elena Guerra, whom I first met
through my husband in 1991 when I was
writing the Silver Jubilee edition of As By A
New Pentecost. He told me that the story of
the Catholic Charismatic Renewal could not
be told without Elena! She was the first
person beatified by Pope St. John XXIII who
called her “the apostle of the Holy Spirit”.
Some believe that it was her writings which
inspired the Pope’s famous prayer: “Renew
your wonders in this our day as by a New
Pentecost.”

“O MARY, WHO BY THE WORK OF
THE HOLY SPIRIT, CONCEIVED THE
SAVIOR, PRAY FOR US.”

Blessed Elena, foundress of the Oblate
Sisters of the Holy Spirit in Lucca, lived from
1835 to 1914. In 1886 she became aware
of her prophetic task to write to Pope Leo
XIII, urging him to renew the Church through
a return to the Holy Spirit. She wrote 10-12
confidential letters calling for renewed
preaching on the Holy Spirit, “who is the one
who forms the saints.” She desired to see
the whole Church unite in constant prayer,

as were Mary and the apostles in the upper
room, awaiting the coming of the Spirit. “Oh,
if only the invocation Veni! (Come)…would
become as popular a prayer as the Ave
(Hail Mary)!” Listen to her words so filled
with fire!

“Pentecost is not over. In fact, it is continually
going on in every time and in every place,
because the Holy Spirit desired to give
himself to all men and all who want him can
always receive him, so we do not have to
envy the apostles and the first believers;
we only have to dispose ourselves like them
to receive him well, and he will come to us
as he did to them.” And again, “Who is
hungry enough? Who is thirsty enough? Who
is humble enough? Who is zealous enough?”

Pope Leo XIII then asked the entire Church
to celebrate a solemn novena to the Holy
Spirit each year between the feasts of the
Ascension and Pentecost. Blessed Elena
was pleased with the Holy Father’s efforts
but disappointed with the bishops’ poor
response to the call for an annual novena.

Blessed Elena formed prayer groups which
she called “Permanent or Universal
Cenacles.” Often, she was heard to exclaim,
“Let us go to the Cenacle!”
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Dear Readers of the Flame,

St. John Paul II penned this prayer to the Holy Spirit:
Holy Spirit, Spirit of Pentecost: help me to clarify what
is ambiguous, give warmth to what is indifferent and
to enlighten what is obscure, so that I may be for the
world a true and generous witness of Christ’s love
because no one can live without love. Amen.

On most days I remember to pray that prayer. I believe it
captures what we need to do in our time and reminds us that
we can only do it by living in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Clarify what is ambiguous: it is easy to get confused. Pressures
externally from our culture and internally from our broken
human nature seek to squeeze us into a worldly mold. The Holy
Spirit is the Spirit of truth. The Holy Spirit helps us see things
clearly and act courageously.

In C.S. Lewis’ book The Silver Chair, Eustace Scrubb and Jill Pole
are sent from our world to Narnia to find a prince who
disappeared after the tragic death of his mother, the queen.
Jill was given four signs that would help them find the prince.

The first sign was that Eustace would find an old friend as soon
as they arrived in Narnia. Jill told Eustace about the sign as she
arrived. Eustace watched an old man get onto a boat and sail
away. Later he learned that the old man was a friend who had
aged 50 years while Eustace aged one year. Sign one was
muffed.

The second sign directed them to travel north to the city of
the ancient giants. They started off in the right direction with
Puddleglum, their guide. However, they were soon distracted
by foul weather and the fair promise of a queen like person
who told them where they could get a warm bed and hot food.
These distractions led them to miss the city. They walked by
the ruined city of ancient giants. Instead, they were trapped in
a different city of giants who were going to have them as the
main entrée for their late fall festival! Muff two!

The third sign was that they would find writing on a stone of
that city of ancient giants. They were to do what the stone
said. From the city of their capture they could read the message
on the ruined walls of the ancient city. It read: UNDER ME.
Somehow, they had to break out of the city where they were
on the menu and get underneath the ruined city of the ancient
giants. This they did only to be immediately captured and led
off through a series of underground caverns, tunnels and lakes
for days. Though this seemed to be the most depressing part
of their trip, it was the only part so far in which they were
actually following a sign.

The fourth sign was this: You will know the lost prince, if you
find him, by this: that he will be the first person you have met
in your travels who will ask you to do something in my name, in
the name of Aslan. The underlings led Eustace, Jill and
Puddleglum to an underground city of sorts. The queen-like
person they had met earlier was the one who ruled it. However,

she was out of the city, putting the finishing touches on her
takeover of the Upperworld. Instead, Eustace, Jill and
Puddleglum met her lackey, a handsome but quirky person who
was in charge while she was away. After a meal of sorts, this
person became even quirkier. He was locked in a silver chair for
a period of time during the night during which he went raving
mad. While under this spell he begged the Upperworld people
to release him from the chair. It was the last thing they wanted
to do. He was raving like a lunatic. Then he shouted, I beg you,
in the name of Aslan, release me!

When Eustance, Jill and Puddleglum heard the name Aslan, they
froze. This was the fourth sign. Are we to release this lunatic?
They decided to do it. They reasoned that Aslan did not say
they would not be killed or that everything would turn out OK.
Aslan simply said that they needed to do what the person
requested. So Jill, Eustace and Puddleglum said good-bye to each
other and then undid the fasteners to release the raving man.

Sure enough, once the man was released he bounded across
the room and grabbed a sword. However, he took the sword
and struck the silver chair. He then introduced himself as the
missing prince now set free from the curse of the underworld
queen.

The point is this: we have been given many signs from God that
reveal him. However, due to our fallen world and fallen nature,
we do not always remember them, understand them or act upon
them. God, in his mercy, continues to guide and assist us. And
as we act in the name of Jesus, we cut through the ambiguity
of this world and fulfill God’s plan.

The Holy Spirit is our helper and friend. Instead of getting
caught up in the confusion of the world, and the discouragement
it leads to, let us seek to be filled ever more fully with the Holy
Spirit. Let us soak our thinking in the Word of God and the
revealed truth of the Catholic faith. Then, acting in the power
of the Holy Spirit, we will be able to clarify what is ambiguous,
give warmth to what is indifferent and enlighten what is obscure.
We will become true witnesses of the love of Jesus Christ, and
lead others to the source of true meaning and love. For no
one can live without love.

In Christ,

Fr. Bob Franco







Catholic Renewal Ministries Events
Prayer Group Information

Our Lady of Angels Prayer Group continues to
meet to praise our Lord.  We meet in the parking lot
(OR the cafeteria if the weather is inclement) of Our
Lady of Angels Parish at 6:30 pm every Tuesday
evening for the recitation of the Holy Rosary and
then continue with Praise and Worship until 8:00pm.
All are welcome.  Be sure to bring a folding chair!
Please phone Don Lawrence at 1.740.424.4704 for
more information (leave a message!) Thank you.
SS. Cosmas and Damian Charismatic Prayer
Group meets every Sunday at 7:00 p.m. in the
church gathering area under the Holy Spirit Dove.
The prayer meeting is also streamed live on SS.
Cosmas and Damian Facebook page.  Come and
experience vibrant praise and worship, intercessory
and healing prayer, and scripture sharing.
    Do you want to know Jesus in a deeper way?  Are
you looking to go deeper in your faith?  Come and
check out our church community of believers.  To
contact us or be on the prayer group email list call
330-310-2595 or email
dennycarleton@sbcglobal.net

St. Hilary’s Prayer Group in Fairlawn is once again
meeting face-to-face (masks and distancing optional)
from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. on Tuesdays in the outdoor
pavilion next to the playground.  Parking is right in
front of the pavilion.  If weather is inclement, we’ll
meet in the lower level of the church.  There is an
elevator to that level.  Questions? please call Jim at
330-612-5969.
The Holy Spirt Prayer Group of St. Mary Church in
Hudson is a Charismatic Holy Spirt led prayer group
that meets the first and third Saturdays of the
each month year around.  We meet from 10am to
11:30 am in the chapel.  The main focus of our
meeting is to praise and worship the living God.  We
ask the Holy Spirit to minister to us and take us to
the heart of the Father.  We not only offer praise and
worship but also periods of silent prayer to seek and
hear God’s words and His messages to us.  We share
words of God, share stories, and offer intercessory
prayers for hurting and suffering brothers and sisters.
    Our prayer group offers a monthly healing prayer
service also. For further information, please contact
us at HealingPrayers@stmaryhudson.cc.
    The Holy Spirit Prayer Group of St. Mary Church
hosts an in person Healing Prayer Service on the
first Sunday of each month, except in July and
September of this year. For those months the service
will be held on the second Sundays. The service will
be held in the chapel from 12:30-1:30 pm.
   Our prayer teams will be available to pray for the
healings of your body, body and spirit. Fr. Larry will,
depending on his availability, offer an anointing for
those seriously ill, preparing for surgery, or weak with
aging.
    We encourage you to submit your prayer requests
to healingprayers@stmaryhudson.cc.  St. Mary
Church is located at 340 N. Main St., Hudson 44236,
Tel: 330-653-8118.

The Living Word Prayer Group at St. Ambrose
Parish in Brunswick is now meeting again face to
face.  Our meeting days have changed from what
they were previously.  We are now meeting on the
first and third Tuesdays of every month from 7
pm to 8:30 pm in our Chapel.
    We allow the Winds of the Spirit to flow over us as
we praise the Lord through music, instruction and
group reflection.  We allow time for God to open our
hearts and our minds as we listen for His Word both
through Scripture and Word of Knowledge.  Every
meeting ends with healing prayer as we ask Jesus to
come to us in a special way to heal our brokenness
and touch us with His Love.  All are invited to join us
as we praise and worship the Living God!
    For more information, please contact Cathy Clapper
at c_clapper@hotmail.com.
The Bukas Loob sa Diyos (BLD) or in English - Open
in Spirit to God (OSG), is a Filipino Catholic
Charismatic Covenant Community.  While the majority
of BLD members are from the Philippines, it also
includes other brothers and sisters of many
nationalities and heritage backgrounds.  We meet
every Thursday, at 7:30 PM at the Mary Queen of
Peace Chapel, 4423 Pearl Rd, Cleveland, OH 44109.
We hold weekly praise and worship service in-person.
Also, on the first Thursday of each month, we
celebrate a mass followed by a healing service.
    We are a communion of families and a community
of persons called together as one people through the
moment of encounter and a process of renewal to a
relationship of faith, hope, and love with God.  We
conduct marriage encounter programs, solo person
encounters, single encounters, family encounters and
life in the spirit seminars.
    For more information, please contact Rudy and Fe
Fontilla at (440) 403-5719 or email:
rudyfefontilla1975@yahoo.com.

CRM and Prayer Group Events

Catholic Renewal Ministries invites you be a part of
the Faithful Discipleship Series that is hosted by
Fr. Bob Franco using the Zoom online meeting
platform.  We meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm,
and our next four session module will begin
on Tuesday, August 31st.  The other meetings
will be on Wednesdays – September 29th,
October 20th, and October 27th.
    The goal of the series is to deepen our walk with
Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit.  For the
four sessions in August, September, and October, our
study and discussion will be on the module, Reflecting
Christ to the World.  We will look at the character
traits of a mature Catholic Christian life and also learn
how to grow in them.
   You will need a computer with video and audio
capabilities.  If you are interested in being part of
The Faithful Discipleship Series, to sign-up, visit the
CRM website: www.crmweb.org.  Fr. Bob will send
you login instructions and the link to each session a
day or so before the scheduled Wednesday meetings.

(Continued)



   SPECIAL GUIDELINES
Physical distancing is required and guests are asked
not to congregate.  Masks are recommended (we will
follow the mask protocol of the day).  Meals will be
served buffet style, but the server will place all items
on your plate.
  Open seating.  Doors open at 8:30 a.m. with
Breakfast at 9:00 a.m.  There will be an optional Mass
at 8:00 a.m. in Our Lady of Perpetual Help Chapel at
Walsh University.  For further information call Joan
Spieth at 330-933-8778.
SS. Cosmas and Damian retreat, Hearing God’s Voice
will be held on Oct 2, 2021, 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Registration and Refreshments begin at 8:30 a.m. with
Praise and Worship at 9:00 a.m.
     Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice” John 10:27.
Do you want to?
    Join SS. Cosmas and Damian Charismatic Prayer
Group and Team on this praise and worship filled
retreat, speakers to include Fr. Michael Stalla and
Denny Carleton.  In these times, it is more important
than ever to be able to discern God’s voice. With the
teaching based on the Word Of God, The Catholic
Catechism, personal witness and the Saints, we will
learn to answer Jesus’s question ”Who Do You Say I
Am?” and how to hear and journal what the Spirit is
saying to us.
    Cost is $25 for breakfast and lunch.  For registration,
contact Brenda at brendaquinn70@yahoo.com or 330-
310-2595 before September 25, 2021.  SS. Cosmas
& Damian Church is located at 10419 Ravenna Rd. in
Twinsburg 44087.
Catholic Renewal Ministries invites all to a
Forgiveness Retreat presented by Deacon Dave
Pecot on Saturday, October 30, 2021 at St. Adalbert
Church, Keller Center Hall, in Berea.
   Did you ever wonder how the Prodigal Son
responded to his father’s forgiveness?  We know the
father celebrated his return, but we have nothing
recorded about how the prodigal responded to the
forgiveness given him.  Come and experience the
power of God’s forgiveness in your own life and how
forgiveness changes how we interact with the Father.
    God promised us he will forgive every sin and forget
every sin; then why do we struggle with the sins of
our past?  What must we do in response to God’s
forgiveness and his forgetting our sins?  What happens
if we cannot forgive the sins people have inflicted
upon us?
  The woman at the well never asked for forgiveness
nor did the woman caught in adultery, yet Jesus
restores them.  Can we expect that kind of forgiveness
if we stand before Jesus?
   All these questions and more will be answered
during this retreat on October 30th.
    The retreat will run from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
with the doors opening at 8:30 a.m.  There is a 4:30
Vigil Mass at St. Adalbert Church that you could attend.
The church is located at 66 Adelbert St., Berea 44017.
    The retreat registration fee is $20.  Lunch will be
on your own, and there are many restaurants in the
Berea and Middleburg Hts. area.  PayPal registration
is available through the CRM website,
www.crmweb.org and a mail-in registration form is
also included in this issue of the Flame.  For any
questions, please call CRM at 440-944-9445.

If you signed up for the earlier modules, you are
already part of the group and do not have to sign-up
again.
   Each session will begin with a time of praise and
worship, followed by a teaching on the topic of the
evening.  Since Zoom allows “breakout rooms” within
a larger meeting, we will then break into small groups
for a time of discussion.  At the end of the evening,
everyone will come back together for any
announcements and closing prayer.
    We hope you will be able to join us for these
evenings of prayer, teaching, and discussion.
Over the summer, Catholic Renewal Ministries has
been bringing everyone together, outside with social
distancing, to pray and praise God.  All are invited to
attend our September Festivals of Praise/Prayer
Meetings to be held from 7 pm to 8:30 pm on the
following dates.
    At the CRM Center at St. John of the Cross Parish,
140 Richmond Rd., Euclid 44143.  We will gather at
the outdoor shrine area on Friday, September 17th.
If there is rain, we will move to the CRM Center in the
parish school building.
    At St. Peter Parish, 35777 Center Ridge Rd., North
Ridgeville 44039.  We will gather in the wooded area
behind the parish office on Saturday, September
25th.  If there is rain, we will move to the church or
gym.
    Come, be part of an amazing evening of praise and
worship of God in the power of the Holy Spirit!
    Note:  The Festivals of Praise will be held
rain or shine.  If the weather is clear, be sure to
bring your lawn chair.  For any questions, please
call CRM at 440-944-9445.

 “Where the Spirit of the Lord is present,
there is freedom.” 2 Corinthians 3:1

Our Lady of Angels Prayer Group will hold an eight-
week Life in the Spirit Seminar on Tuesday
evenings from September 14th to November 2,
2021.  We will meet from 7:30-9:00pm in the OLA
Primary Building, behind Linus Hall – 3644 Rocky River
Dr., Cleveland.  Phone Verna 216.251.3560 or Tom
216.536.6495 for more information and to register.
     Are you free?  Our lives are filled with many choices
to make every day; some are very difficult choices.
Come see how God’s Spirit guides us.  We tap into
the power and freedom that is offered to us.  There is
so much more for your life.  Our Lady of Angels Prayer
group is more than happy to lead you to the Source of
all answers.  God loves you more than you can
comprehend.  Come, experience His peace and power
for YOUR life and the lives of those you are close to!
Mary, Queen of Heaven and Earth Chapter of
Magnificat, a women’s ministry modeled after the
Visitation, invites you to a Breakfast on Saturday,
September 25th at Walsh University, Barrette Center,
2020 East Maple Street, North Canton, Ohio.  Join us
in a special time of fellowship and sharing.  Erin Clark
Riegle will be the guest speaker.
 Option 1:  $22 Mail-in – Go to
magnificatstark.weebly.com/mail-in-reservation
 Option 2:  $23 Online – Go to
magnificatstark.weebly.com/online-reservation
RESERVATIONS CANNOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER
SEPTEMBER 18th.
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From her early years as an educator, she
wrote many pamphlets and books urging
people to return to the Holy Spirit. St. John
Bosco told her, “You have a pen of gold.”
That “pen of gold” was wielded to compose
not only letters to the Pope but many
beautiful prayers to the Holy Spirit. Elena
used the invocation of Pope Leo XIII in a Holy
Spirit Chaplet that is used as a Pentecost
Novena. It is a plea for each of the seven
sanctifying gifts of the Spirit with a prayer
that is repeated seven times for each gift:
“Father, in the name of Jesus, send forth your
Spirit and renew the world.” Followed by an
invocation to Our Lady, “O Mary, who by the
work of the Holy Spirit, conceived the Savior,
pray for us.” At the end of the Chaplet, there
are three additional invocations to Our Lady
and a Hail Mary.

In her ninth letter to the Pope on October 15,
1900, Elena begged him to exhort all
Catholics to pray for the new century and
to place it under the sign of the Holy Spirit.
“Most Holy Father, I humbly present with
confidence to your Holiness that the new
century may begin with the hymn Veni
Creator Spiritus to be sung at the beginning
of the Mass of the first day of the year.”

And on January 1, 1901, the first day of the
first year in the twentieth century, Pope Leo
intoned the Veni Creator Spiritus in the name
of the whole Church. On the same day, an
event took place in Topeka, Kansas, that
marked the beginning of a great revival in
the power and gifts of the Holy Spirit
destined to sweep this country and around
the world. In February 1967, on the
Duquesne Weekend, we sang the Veni
Creator Spiritus and, as they say, “The rest
is history.”

Patti Mansfield was on the Duquesne
Weekend and is author of “As By a New
Pentecost.” She is a recipient of the Papal
Medal, Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice.

October 2, 2021      8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Registration/Continental Breakfast begins at 8:30 a.m.

Praise and Worship at 9:00 a.m.
Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice” John 10:27

Do You want to?
Join SS. Cosmas and Damian Charismatic Prayer
Group and Team on this praise and worship filled
retreat. Speakers to include Fr. Michael Stalla and
Denny Carleton.
    In these times it is more important than ever to
be able to discern God’s voice. With the teaching
based on the Word Of God, The Catholic Catechism,
personal witness and the Saints, We will learn to
answer Jesus’s question” Who Do You Say I Am?”
and how to hear what the Spirit is saying to us.
Cost is $25 for breakfast and lunch.
 For Registration contact Brenda at
brendaquinn70@yahoo.com or 330-310-2595
before September 25, 2021.

Hearing God’s Voice

Catholic Renewal Ministries would like to bring everyone together,
outside with social distancing, to pray and praise God.

All are invited to attend our Festivals of Praise/Prayer Meetings
scheduled in September from 7 pm to 8:30 pm.

Here is the planned schedule:
At the CRM Center at St. John of the Cross Parish,
140 Richmond Rd., Euclid 44143.
We will gather at the outdoor shrine area on the following dates:

Friday, September 17th.
If there is rain, we will move to the CRM Center in the parish
school building.

At St. Peter Parish, 35777 Center Ridge Rd., North Ridgeville
44039.  We will gather in the wooded area behind the parish
office on the following dates:

Saturday, September 25th.
If there is rain, we will move to the church or gym. Come, be part
of an amazing evening of praise and worship of God in the
power of the Holy Spirit!

Note:  The Festivals of Praise will be held rain or shine.  If the
weather is clear, be sure to bring your lawn chair.  For any
questions, please call CRM at 440-944-9445.

visit us online:visit us online:visit us online:visit us online:visit us online:
crmweb.org
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