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The single greatest experience of my life for 
personal transformation was undoubtedly 
baptism in the Holy Spirit. I was a twenty-year 
old kid, longing to love God and be faithful 
to him and his Church but so often fell short. I 
didn’t seem to have the power to live the 
type of Christian life that I believed God 
intended for me. 

Romans 7 summed up my experience, why 
do I do things I don’t want to, and can’t do 
what I want. Baptism in the Spirit brought a 
grace that transformed my life. It brought me 
power, a greater love of Jesus, a more 
profound faith in his presence in the Blessed 
Sacrament, a deeper desire for prayer and 
study of the Word of God, and a clarity on 
the call to holiness that the Lord had placed 
on my life. After living in the grace of this 
encounter with the Spirit of God, my brother 
had an insight that was on the mark, “Dave is 
finally the person that he has always wanted 
to be.” 

Baptism in the Holy Spirit brought tangible 
renewal in my life. My priorities began to 
change and this was evidenced by how I 
used my time, how I spent my money, and 
with whom I spent time. I began to surround 

myself more with people who have the same 
desires, hopes and dreams as I have. Jesus as 
the Lord of all my life, not just parts, became 
paramount. 

John the Baptist stated that Jesus would 
baptize us in the Holy Spirit and fire. Fire 
obviously produces light which allows us to 
see more clearly. A grace of baptism in the 
Holy Spirit was that I was able to see things in 
my life that the Lord wanted to root out and 
heal. I came to understand that my image of 
God was not consistent with who he is. I also 
was able to see myself more clearly. I came to 
understand that I was blind to certain fears, 
hurts from events of the past, and patterns of 
sin. As God’s Spirit was renewing me I was 
changing. I was becoming more patient, 
loving, kind and even had, at times, a greater 
self-control. Now, it’s not like I never have 
challenges anymore but that God has done a 
mighty work in my life. 

I believe the grace of renewal brought about 
by baptism in the Holy Spirit is a grace 
available for everyone. How we experience 
this grace is going to be varied but the change  
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Dear Readers of the Flame, 

Liberty is one of the hallmarks of being a child of God. One of our 
conference speakers this year, David Van Vickle, put it very succinctly: 
God wants children, not slaves. This makes perfect sense. If God wanted 
slaves, he would have left his people in bondage in Egypt. Instead, with 
signs and wonders, the Lord set these captives free. 

However, the rest of the books of Exodus and Numbers show us that it is 
a lot easier to take the people out of Egypt, than to take Egypt out of the 
people! God’s “liberated people” had internal bondages. They complained 
about lacking drink and food (Exodus 16:3). Before they left Mt. Sinai, they 
created a molten calf and worshipped it. (Exodus 32) Aaron and Miriam 
were jealous of Moses. (Numbers 12) The Israelites yielded to fear and 
would not take the land God promised them. (Numbers 13) They rebelled 
against Moses and Aaron and wanted to return to Egypt. (Numbers 14) 
You get the picture. 

Their lack of trust in the Lord and their lack of love for each other were 
apparent. Though they were no longer dominated by the Egyptians, they 
were dominated by their own fears, passions, cravings and ignorance. 
Who would set them free from those things? 

Both the prophets Jeremiah and Ezekiel describe what the future would 
bring. 

The days are coming…when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the 
covenant I made with their fathers the day I took them by the hand to 
lead them forth from the land of Egypt; for they broke my covenant 
and I had to show myself their master, says the Lord…this is the 
covenant which I will make with the house of Israel…I will place my 
law within them and write it upon their hearts; I will be their God and 
they shall be my people…I will forgive their evildoing and remember 
their sin no more. (Jeremiah 31:31-34)  

Ezekiel puts it this way: 
I will sprinkle clean water upon you to cleanse you from all your 
impurities and from all your idols I will cleanse you. I will give you a 
new heart and place a new spirit within you, taking from your bodies 
your stony hearts and giving your natural hearts. I will put my spirit 
within you and make you live by my statutes, careful to observe my 
decrees. (Ezekiel 36:25-27) 

These promises have been fulfilled in Jesus Christ, He not only brings us 
forgiveness, Jesus Christ gives us a new heart. He writes God’s law on it. 
He gives us a new spirit - the Holy Spirit. We are transformed into new 
creatures (II Corinthians 5:17), with a new liberty and a new purpose. 

However, the saving graces of Jesus Christ do not always instantly 
transform us. Jesus teaches us that our hearts and minds are like a field. 
His seeds of truth fall on the path, rocky ground, thorny ground and the 
good ground. (Matthew 13:3-9) Jesus is telling us that there are things 
that impede His message from taking full root in us and bearing fruit. An 
internal purification that makes our souls like fruitful soil takes work: 
prayer, penance, sacramental graces and healing. 

Early next month, there will be two special opportunities to encounter the 
liberating graces of the Lord. CRM is sponsoring Mr. John Kazanjian at the 
Center for Pastoral Leadership on Friday, October 5. CRM has brought John 
in before. He taught at length Mr. Neal Lozano’s Unbound method of prayer. 
This evening on October 5 will be an evening of healing prayer, as he leads 
participants through the five keys to liberty: repentance, forgiveness of 
others, renunciation, authority and blessing. 

The second opportunity will be eight days later, Saturday, October 13. A 
healing ministry named Peter’s Shadow Healing Ministry (see Acts 5:15) will 
host a one day Unbound Freedom in Christ Conference at Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Parish, 1905 Portage Trail, Cuyahoga Falls 44223 from 8:00 am to 
4:00 pm. This day will also focus on Neal Lozano’s Unbound method of 
prayer and the five keys to obtain the freedom that Jesus Christ promised. 

Details for both of these events can be found in the calendar section of 
crmweb.org, the website for Catholic Renewal Ministries. 

Jesus Christ has come to set the captive free. (see Luke 4:18). We are to live 
in the glorious freedom of God’s children (see Romans 8:15, 21), free to 
serve others in love. (Galatians 5:13). Let us pursue our inheritance! 

In Christ, 

Fr. Bob Franco 

P.S. All are welcome to journey with us, at my parish, St. Peter Catholic 
Church, in North Ridgeville, as we embark on a mission led by Fr. Dave 
Pivonka TOR.  All evenings begin at 7:00 p.m. starting Sunday, September 
23rd - Tuesday, September 26th. Father Dave Pivonka, TOR, is a renown 
evangelist who speaks at conferences, retreats and parish missions world-
wide . For twenty years, Fr. Dave has been leading pilgrimages around the 
world to some of the holiest and most important sites in Christianity. He 
spends much of his time helping others come to know God’s love for them 
through his preaching, teaching, writings, CDs, DVDs and other spiritual 
outreaches. For more information please see www.crmweb.org . 





First Fridays at Francis is a young adult ministry that meets 
every First Friday of the month, from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m., at St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Gates Mills.  Be part 
of an AMAZING evening of praise, worship and adoration 
of our Lord present in the Eucharist.  A social will follow.  
The church is located at 6850 Mayfield Rd., Gates Mills 
44040.  

Father Jay McPhilips, Pastor of St. Helen’s Catholic Church 
in Newbury, will be speaking at the Families in Christ Jesus 
Community Prayer Gathering on Thursday, September 
6th, at 8:00 p.m.  The Gathering will be held at SS. Robert 
and William Catholic Church, in the Upper School Hall, 367 
E. 260th St., Euclid 44132. For more information, please 
contact Arch and Marlyn Tunnell at 440-442-7538. 

Mary, Queen of Heaven and Earth Chapter of Magnificat, a 
women’s ministry modeled after the Visitation, invites you 
to a Breakfast Saturday, September 8th at Walsh 
University, Barrette Center, 2020 East Maple Street, North 
Canton. Join us in a special time of fellowship and sharing. 
Brother John Michael Paul from the Order of St. John will 
be the guest speaker. Make $18 checks payable to 
“Magnificat of Stark County” and send to Sue Wechter, 
7690 Fox Run Ave. NW, North Canton 44720 Seating is 
limited, so plan on getting your reservations in early. 
RESERVATIONS CANNOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER 
SEPTEMBER 1st. There will be open seating, and the 
doors open at 8:30 a.m. with breakfast at 9:00 a.m. There 
will be an optional Mass at 8:00 a.m. in Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Chapel at Walsh University. For further 
information call Joan Spieth at 330-933-8778. 

Our Lady of Angels Prayer Group invites you to a Life in 
the Spirit Seminar.  The seminar will be held in the Primary 
School Bldg., behind Linus Hall, at Our Lady of Angels 
Church, 3644 Rocky River Dr., Cleveland 44111. The 
seminar will run on consecutive Tuesdays from September 
18th through November 6th, 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. For 
information or to make a reservation please call Verna at 
216-251-3560.  For your benefit, this seminar is limited to 
20 participants. 
Fan into flame the graces received at Baptism and 
Confirmation and work to bring about a change in your 
personal relationship with our Lord.  Come with a resolve 
to personally respond to ongoing conversion and bring an 
openness to the transforming presence and power of the 
Holy Spirit!  “How much more will the Father in heaven 
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him.”  Luke 11:13 

HOLY SPIRIT PRAYER CENTER, Charitable Foundation / 
Media Apostolate will hold Healing Prayer Service & 
Benefit for Bishop William M. Cosgrove Center: 
Free and Open to the Public. Join Worship Minister, Denise 
Calabrese and Deacon Louis Primozic for PRAISE AND 
WORSHIP with Eucharistic Adoration. 
Location: Our Lady of Lourdes National Shrine, 21281 
Chardon Rd., in Euclid, OH 44117 
+ Friday, September 21, 2018 at 7:00 - 8:30 PM, featuring 
soloist Coeli Ingold. 
+ Saturday, October 20, 2018 at 1:00 - 4:30 PM, featuring 
soloist Anna Nuzzo 

Catholic Renewal Ministries’ Traveling Charismatic Mass 
for September will be held at St. Thomas More Church, 
4170 N. Amber Dr., Brooklyn  44144, on Friday, 
September 28th.  Praise and Worship will begin at 7:00 
p.m. and Nellie Cruz Krawczynski will lead praise.  The 
liturgy will start at 7:30 p.m.  Fr. William Bouhall  will be the 
celebrant.  After Mass, healing prayer teams will be 
available for individual prayer, and there will also be social.  
For more information, please contact Fr. Franco at 
440-327-2201 or CRM at 440-944-9445.  Come and bring 
a friend!  This will be a time to truly encounter the Lord.  

John Kazanjian from Renewal Ministries in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan will be speaking at the Families in Christ Jesus 
Community Prayer Gathering on Thursday, October 4th, at 
8:00 p.m.  The Gathering will be held at SS. Robert and 
William Catholic Church, 367 E. 260th St. in Euclid 44132.  
For more information, please contact Arch and Marlyn 
Tunnell at 440-442-7538. 

Sing Praise! Catholic Renewal Ministries’ Traveling 
Charismatic Mass for October will be held at St. Gabriel 
Parish on Friday, October 12th.  Praise and worship will 
begin at 7:00 p.m. and Mass will start at 7:30 p.m.  The 
church is located at 9925 Johnnycake Ridge Rd. in Mentor 
44060.  Fr. Jeremy Merzweiler will be the celebrant.  
Healing prayer teams will be available after Mass for 
individual prayer.  For more information, please contact Fr. 
Bob Franco at 440-327-2201 or CRM at 440-944-9445. 

Healing Prayer Service & Benefit for the Poor Sunday, 
October 21st. The evening will begin with 5:00 p.m. Mass 
with Celebrant Fr. Bob Stec. At 7:00 p.m. the Concert of 
Scripture, Song and Healing, Praise & Worship with 
Eucharistic Adoration. This event is free and open to the 
public: "Through the Eyes of Mary," please join worship 
minister, Denise Calabrese of the Holy Spirit Prayer Center 
featuring soloist Anna Nuzzo. 

Renewal  Min i s t r i e s  Even t s  



Peter’s Shadow Healing Ministry will host a 1-day Unbound 
Freedom in Christ Conference at Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Parish, 1905 Portage Trail, Cuyahoga Falls 44223, on 
Saturday, October 13th, 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. IHM Vigil 
Mass begins at 4:30 p.m. Unlock your life! Learn to use the  
5 keys to obtain the freedom that Jesus Christ promised, 
freedom from what binds us and prevents us from being 
who we were created to be!                                            
The Unbound Conference is $25 till Sept. 30th, which 
includes breakfast and lunch. Cost after Sept. 30th is $30.  
For more information and to receive a registration flyer, 
please contact PetersShadowHeals@gmail.com or 
download at http://ihmcfo.org/wp-content/uploads/
2018/07/FreedomInChrist10-13-18.pdf . 

Mark your calendar for an event you won't want to miss!
On Thursday, November 1st at 8:00 p.m. Families in Christ 
Jesus Community Prayer Gathering will welcome Peter 
Herbeck! Peter Herbeck is the vice president and director 
of missions for Renewal Ministries in Ann Arbor, MI. For 
more than thirty years, he has been actively involved in 
evangelization and Catholic Renewal throughout the US, 
Canada, Africa, and Eastern Europe. Peter Herbeck is a 
EWTN co-host, daily radio show host, author and frequent 
speaker. For more details about this inspiring event, please 
contact Arch and Marlyn Tunnell at 440-442-7538. The 
Families Gathering event is located at SS. Robert and 
William Catholic Church,367 E. 260th St. in Euclid 44132. 

Catholic Renewal Ministries  

Traveling Charismatic Masses 

Praise & Worship 7:00 p.m. ~ Liturgy 7:30 p.m 

Healing Prayer & *Fellowship After Mass 

For Information Call : Fr. Bob Franco at 440-327-2201  
or CRM at 440-944-9445

Friday, September 28, 2018 *St. Thomas More Church, 4170 N. Amber Dr., Brooklyn  44144

Friday, October 12, 2018 St. Gabriel Parish, 9925 Johnnycake Ridge Rd., Mentor 44060

Catholic Renewal Ministries will host an Evening of 
Healing with John Kazanjian, Renewal Ministries, Ann 
Arbor, MI. He will lead the service on Friday, October 5th 
from 7 - 10:00 p.m. at the Center for Pastoral Leadership in 
Founders building, 28700 Euclid Ave.,Wickliffe, OH 44092.  

John serves as Renewal Ministries' country coordinator in 
Turkey.  He travels regularly to many other parts of the 
world and works with Armenian and Catholic churches to 
conduct events that lead people to a deeper relationship 
with Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit. Together 
with his wife Michelle, they coordinate a deliverance 
prayer ministry throughout lower and mid-Michigan, 
based on the principles of the Unbound model developed 
by Neal Lozano. Locally, John has presented two mini-
conferences on the 5 Keys of the Unbound prayer model.  

Registration for the October 5th event is $10. Please send 
your check payable to CRM, with the registration form on 
page 6 of this issue of The Flame to Marge Zampino, 2747 
Vincent Dr., Seven Hills, OH 44131. For information call 
Marge Zampino at 216-990-0919 or CRM at 440-944-9445.  
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Register by sending with $10 check payable to CRM to Marge Zampino, 2747 Vincent Dr., Seven Hills, 44131.  

F r i d a y ,  O c t o b e r  5 ,  2 0 1 8  

E v e n i n g  o f  

H e a l i n g  
W i t h  J o h n  K a z a n j i a n

S e e  R e n e w a l  M i n i s t r i e s  E v e n t s  P a g e  5  f o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s .
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brought about from this encounter with 
God’s Spirit is a grace of transformation, 
conversion and holiness. 

These graces also have a profound impact 
on a community. I am often asked how we 
can bring about renewal and trans-
formation in a prayer group, Bible study, or 
parish, and I believe that the answer is the 
same for any of these communities. 

There can be no communal renewal if 
there is not authentic personal renewal. To 
the degree that individuals in a particular 
community are experiencing renewal then 
the community will also experience this 
grace. And the opposite is also true. If we 
as individuals are static and apathetic in 
our faith, the community is going to have 
similar traits. If our speech is degrading 
and critical and if we gossip, how can we 
be surprised when we discover a spirit of 
disunity and suspicion in our communities.

It is our behavior that has invited and 
fostered this disruptive spirit. 

Pope Francis has spoken of the Renewal 
as a current of grace. For a moment 
imagine our communities as a type of 
lake or sea. Each individual in a 
community is a type of stream that flows 
into this body of water. What do we bring 
to this larger body of water? What is the 
source of our stream? Are we bringing 
fresh water of mercy and kindness or 
polluted water of anger and jealousy? 
Are we a current of grace? The purity of 
the water in the lake depends on each of 
us and the type of water we bring. Let us 
seek to be transformed by the Holy Spirit 
so that we can be a part of the 
transformations in our local communities. 
Come Holy Spirit. 
Fr. Dave Pivonka, TOR is the Director of 
Franciscan Pathways, an evangelistic 
outreach of his Franciscan Community. 
Printed with permission Pentecost Today 
Spring 2018 Volume 43 Number 2
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