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A few decades ago, if you had asked someone 
whether healing and deliverance ministry is 
offered in their parish, you would probably 
have met with a blank stare. But today in many 
parts of the world, such a question is becoming 
common and, thankfully, sometimes the 
answer is “yes”! One of the ways the 
Charismatic Renewal is fulfilling its mission to 
be a current of grace in the Church is by 
normalizing ministries of healing and 
deliverance. 

It was not accidental that healing and 
deliverance ministries arose in the context of 
the Charismatic Renewal. To be baptized in 
the Holy Spirit is to receive a life-changing 
personal revelation of the risen Lord Jesus, 
who is truly alive and who heals and sets 
people free today just as he did in his earthly 
ministry. At the same time, the Holy Spirit 
brings a deeper sensitivity to the activity of 
evil spirits and the need to be liberated from 
their influence. 

Healing ministries began to arise as certain 
individuals, such as Fr. Emiliano Tardiff and 
Francis MacNutt, discovered that they had 
received a charism of healing that the Lord 
was using to powerful effect. The pioneers of 
this ministry usually had to learn by trial and 

error, not having received any prior formation 
in how to pray effectively for healing.  

Deliverance ministries soon followed, as it 
became clear that some people needed not 
only healing but also deliverance from various 
forms of demonic affliction. Previously, 
Catholics had viewed liberation from evil 
spirits mainly in the context of exorcism, a 
liturgical rite of the Church used only in the 
relatively rare cases of demonic possession, 
and carried out only by a priest authorized by 
the bishop. But there are also lesser forms of 
demonic oppression, which are often linked 
with inner wounds in need of healing. 
Pioneers like Fr. Rufus Pereira and Miles 
Dempsey developed the minis t ry of 
deliverance and helped place it on a sound 
footing.  

Why has the Lord raised up these ministries in 
our time? Despite modern medical progress, 
we live in an era when vast numbers of people 
are suffering deeply from physical or 
emotional afflictions. Some of the Some of the 
contributing factors are the rise of a 
hedonistic and narcissistic culture, the 
resulting breakdown of the family, and the           
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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

The news reports about the clergy sex abuse scandal during the second 
half of this year have been disturbing and disheartening. More reports are 
on the horizon as many states are following the lead of Pennsylvania by 
calling grand juries to investigate the records of the Catholic dioceses. 

Pope Francis is responding in two ways. He has called for a full 
investigation into the Archbishop McCarrick situation. He has also called 
for a meeting in Rome of the heads of the National Conferences of 
Catholic Bishops throughout the world to discuss clergy sex abuse. That 
meeting will take place in February 2019. 

How are we to respond to all of this? Here are three ways. 

Reparation: Prayers, sacrifices, Holy Hours and rosaries offered to the 
Lord on behalf of the victims and perpetrators of these horrific actions 
express to the Lord our sorrow as well as our desire for forgiveness, mercy 
and healing. Some parishes are hosting Holy Hours for this explicit 
purpose. We want to let the Lord know we are sorry and that we care. We 
may think, “What did I do wrong?” Hopefully nothing! All the more pleasing 
to the Lord are those who intercede for the common good and seeking His 
mercy. As the Psalmist says, “We are His people, the flock He 
shepherds.” (Psalm 100:3c) I believe that there is a special grace when we 
come before the Lord as a community. 

Spiritual Warfare: Pope Francis has called the whole Church to engage in 
spiritual warfare. The Pope frankly acknowledges that the root of these 
egregious sins is the devil. We need to combat him. This may sound 
intimidating. However, Pope Francis simply asked the Church to pray the 
Rosary and the St. Michael Prayer in the month of October. And though 
October is passed, there is no reason we cannot continue to pray these 
prayers daily for the purification of the Church. Again, God hears his 
people who cry to Him with faith and humility. 

Keep the Faith: Some people are tempted to drop out of the Church or 
believing in God altogether. They think, “If this is the Catholic Church, I 
want no part of it.” Sometimes facts from outside the Church can add some 
balance. This is from an article by Dr. Plante in Psychology Today: 

According to the best available data (which is pretty good, coming 
from a comprehensive report by the John Jay College of Justice in 
2004, as well as several other studies), four percent of Catholic 
priests in the U.S. sexually victimized minors during the past half 
century. No evidence has been published at this time which states 
this number is higher than clergy from other religious traditions. The 
four percent figure appears lower than school teachers during the 
same time frame, and certainly less than offenders in the general 
population of men. (Six Myths About Clergy Sexual Abuse in the 
Catholic Church by Dr. Thomas G. Plante, Phd. ABPP, 
www.psychologytoday.com) 

The article went on to debunk the myth that celibacy was the cause of this 
abuse. 

In the end, these sins are sins! Statistics may put things in perspective. 
However, they do not justify these actions. I pray that the uncovering of 
these sins will lead to a greater purification of the Church and a more 
robust proclamation of Christ and the manner of life He gives us. However, 
this can only happen if we resist yielding to anger, despair and the like. We 
must continue to live as faithful Catholics. 

Now I must change the topic. Practically speaking The Flame has a 
great need. Our editor, Theresa Virkler is stepping back as editor. THANK 
YOU THERESA FOR BEING A FAITHFUL SERVANT OF THE LORD! 
When Theresa became the editor of The Flame things were much more 
labor intensive. It involved driving to Parma to drop off a hard copy of The 
Flame to the printer. Once printed, it was picked up and transported to 
remarkable, steadfast, volunteers to be folded, labeled and carefully placed 
into several mail trays. On completion, it was hauled out to Wickliffe to the 
local Post Office where it was mailed. Besides straining her brain and eyes 
(along with recommendations from exceptional individuals who 
Flameproofed the newsletter), she put a lot of miles on her car. Again, 
thank you and those in The Flame ministry, past and present,  for this labor 
of love. May the Lord richly reward you all. 

If you are interested in working with The Flame, please contact me 
(franco@stpeternr.org or 440-327-2201) as soon as possible. By the way, 
driving to the printer, volunteer's homes and the Post Office is no longer 
necessary. Thank God for automation and electronic communication. 

Final word: Amid the trials of our earthly journey, we have much to be 
grateful for. As we enter the seasons of Thanksgiving and Christmas, I pray 
that the Holy Spirit fill you with ever deepening gratitude for God’s 
blessings, as well as a deeper comprehension of the person of Jesus 
Christ, the New Born King and our sure hope! 

In Christ, 

Fr. Bob Franco 



“Man’s pride, 

which is the greatest stumbling block to our clinging to God, 

can be convinced and cured by humility so great." 

---- St. Augustine 



SS. Cosmas & Damian Prayer Group invites all to attend a 
Healing Mass on October 28th.  Please come at 6:30 p.m. to 
join in praise and worship, with Mass starting at 7:00 p.m.  Fr. 
Michael Stalla will be the celebrant.  SS. Cosmas & Damian 
Church is located at 10419 Ravenna Rd. in Twinsburg 44087.  
Healing prayer teams will be available after mass for 
individual prayer.  For more information, please contact 
Denny Carleton at 216-392-8749.  

First Fridays at Francis is a young adult ministry that meets 
every First Friday of the month, from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., 
at St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Gates Mills.  Be part of an 
AMAZING evening of praise, worship and adoration of our 
Lord present in the Eucharist.  A social will follow.  The church 
is located at 6850 Mayfield Rd., Gates Mills 44040.  

Peter Herbeck from Renewal Ministries in Ann Arbor, Michigan 
will be speaking at the Families in Christ Jesus Community 
Prayer Gathering on Thursday, November 1, 2018 at 8:00 
p.m.  The Gathering will be held in SS. Robert and William 
School (upper hall), 367 E. 260th St. in Euclid 44132.  For more 
information, please contact Arch and Marlyn Tunnell at 
440-442-7538. 

Join Peter’s Shadow Healing Ministry for a Night of Healing 
Prayer with Fr. Jacob Bearer on Tuesday, November 13th, 
starting at 6:00 p.m.  This evening of prayer will be held at St. 
Gabriel Church, 9925 Johnnycake Ridge Rd., Concord 44060. 

Mary, Queen of Heaven and Earth Chapter of Magnificat, a 
women’s ministry modeled after the Visitation, invites you to a 
Breakfast on Saturday, December 1, 2018, at Walsh 
University, Barrette Center, 2020 East Maple Street, North 
Canton.  Join us in a special time of fellowship and sharing.  
Henedine Aldana will be the guest speaker. 

Cost is $18.00.  Make checks payable to “Magnificat of Stark 
County” and send to Vicki Vasto, 8735 Glenarden Circle NW, 
Massillon, OH 44646.  Seating is limited.  Please plan on 
sending your reservations in early.  Reservations cannot be 
accepted after November 24th. 

There will be open seating.  Doors open at 8:30 am with 
Breakfast at 9:00 am.  There will be an optional Mass at 8:00 
a.m. in Our Lady of Perpetual Help Chapel at Walsh University.  
For further information call Joan Spieth at 330-933-8778. 

Fr. David Woost, pastor of Divine Word Parish in Kirtland, will 
be speaking at the Families in Christ Jesus Community Prayer 
Gathering on Thursday, December 6, 2018, at 8:00 p.m.  The 
Gathering will be held in SS. Robert and William School 
(upper hall), 367 E. 260th St., Euclid 44132.  For more 
information, please contact Arch and Marlyn Tunnell at 
440-442-7538. 

Our Lady of Angels Prayer Group invites you to a Life in the 
Spirit Seminar.  The seminar will be held in the Primary School 
Bldg., behind Linus Hall, at Our Lady of Angels Church, 3644 
Rocky River Dr., Cleveland 44111. The seminar will run on 
consecutive Tuesdays from September 18th through 
November 6th, 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. For information or to 
make a reservation please call Verna at 216-251-3560.  For 
your benefit, this seminar is limited to 20 participants. 
Fan into flame the graces received at Baptism and 
Confirmation and work to bring about a change in your 
personal relationship with our Lord.  Come with a resolve to 
personally respond to ongoing conversion and bring an 
openness to the transforming presence and power of the 
Holy Spirit!  “How much more will the Father in heaven give 
the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him.”  Luke 11:13 

Come Holy Spirit!  The Sacred Heart Oberlin Prayer Group 
will present a Life in the Spirit Seminar.  Renewal Ministries’ 
DVD, As By A New Pentecost, will be used with talks by Ralph 
Martin, Peter Herbeck, Patti Mansfield et. al.  The seminar will 
be held on 7 consecutive Wednesdays, Oct. 3 – Nov. 14, from 
7-9 p.m. at Sacred Heart Oberlin, 410 W. Lorain St., Oberlin 
44074, in the Education Building next to the Church.  Sessions 
will include Praise & Worship, a Presentation, Discussion, and 
Refreshments.  Pre-registration, by Sept. 28, is strongly 
encouraged but walk-ins are welcome. Call Eric Carpenter 
(440-775-2546) or email him at eric.carpenter@oberlin.edu 

Join Peter’s Shadow Healing Ministry for a Night of Healing 
Prayer with Fr. Jacob Bearer on Tuesday, December 4th, 
starting at 6:00 p.m.  This evening or prayer will be held at 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, 1905 Portage Trail, 
Cuyahoga Falls 44223. 

Catholic Renewal Ministries will host a Charismatic Mass on 
Friday, January 18th, at 7:00 p.m., at St. Peter Parish, 35777 
Center Ridge Rd., North Ridgeville 44039.  Fr. Bob Franco will 
be the celebrant.  Praise and worship will begin at 7:00 and 
the liturgy will start at 7:30.  Healing prayer teams will be 
available after mass for individual prayer, and there will also 
be a social after mass.  For more information, please contact 
Fr. Franco at 440-327-2201 or CRM at 440-944-9445.  Come 
and bring a friend!  This will be a time to truly encounter the 
Lord. 

Renewal  Min i s t r i e s  Even t s  
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Catholic Renewal Ministries Traveling Charismatic Mass

Friday, January 18, 2019 

Praise & Worship 7:00 p.m. 

Liturgy Begins  7:30 p.m. 

Fr. Bob Franco 
Celebrant 

Healing Prayer  
Following Mass 

Social  Immediately  
After Mass 

Contact  Fr. Bob  Franco 
440-327-2201  

or  
CRM  at  440-944-9445

St. Peter Parish 
35777  Center Ridge Rd.,    

North Ridgeville, OH  44039

Invite a Friend to the Joining of Heaven & Earth!



Fr. David Woost 
Thursday 

December 6th 
8:00 p.m. 

Families in Christ Jesus  
welcomes 

Peter Herbeck 
Thursday 

November 1st 
8:00 p.m. 

Families in Christ Jesus Community Prayer Gathering  

+ Thursday, November 1st, 8:00 p.m.will feature Peter Herbck.  
+ Thursday, December 6th, 8:00 p.m. will feature Fr. David Woost. 

Both Gatherings will be held in SS. Robert and William School 
(upper hall), 367 E. 260th St. Euclid 44132.   

               
 For more information, please contact  
Arch and Marlyn Tunnell at 440-442-7538. 
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traumas of persecution, terrorism, or mass migration. 
The absence of God in much of western culture has left 
many people in a state of spiritual orphanhood, not 
knowing who they are, what their life is about, or 
whether they have any intrinsic value. 

In this cultural situation, the rise of healing and 
deliverance ministries is a sign of the mercy of God, who 
created us for the fullness of life and who wants us to 
experience the freedom that belongs to sons and 
daughters of the King. Healing and deliverance is thus 
an essential part of the Church’s work of evangelization, 
just as it was at the center of Jesus’ own ministry, as 
summed up by St. Peter: “God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went 
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed 
by the devil” (Acts 10:38). 

Indeed, when Jesus first commissioned his disciples to 
continue his own mission, he made healing and 
deliverance an intrinsic part of their task: “Preach as you 
go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ Heal the 
sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out 
demons” (Mt 10:7-8). In other words, proclaim the good 
news of the kingdom both in words and in supernatural 
deeds by which I, the Lord, will confirm the truth of the 
words! The gospel is good news precisely because it 
comes with divine power. Without power, it would not 
be good news. Imagine going into a prison where 
people are sitting in darkness, chained up, dirty, sick and 
miserable, and saying to them, “Listen, everybody, I 
have good news. There is a Savior who has come to set 
all prisoners free, to heal the sick and liberate the 
oppressed. I just wanted you to know that. Have a nice 
day.” And then you walk out the door, leaving them all 
locked up. What kind of good news would that be? 

The early Christians understood this well, and as they 
evangelized they also did works of healing and 
deliverance with bold faith and deep compassion.The 
Church Fathers speak of ordinary Christians frequently 
healing the sick and casting out demons—a major reason 
why pagans were flocking to join the Church, even in 
the midst of persecution. Thus healing and deliverance 
today are not something novel, but rather a rediscovery 
of what belongs to our heritage as Christ’s followers. 
The form is different (since healing and deliverance 
today are usually in the context of specific ministries that 
involve training and pastoral oversight, whereas in the 
past they were more spontaneous and ad hoc), but the 
object is the same. In a society that has rejected God

and his ways, there are many casualties, but Christians 
are here to humbly care for the wounded and enable 
them to experience personally the mercy and grace of 
God.  

One of the most noteworthy aspects of healing and 
deliverance today is the involvement of lay people in 
this ministry. Baptism in the Spirit awakens lay people 
to their full dignity as baptized believers and their call 
to share fully in the mission of the Church. Through 
these ministries lay people experience the joy of 
being an instrument of God’s mercy to others—along 
with the travail and suffering that sometimes go with 
outreach to the wounded. 

One danger in the wide dissemination of these 
ministries, however, is the risk of reducing them to a 
method or formula. Because healing and deliverance 
are a work of the Holy Spirit, they should only be 
carried out by those who are filled with the Holy Spirit 
and have learned to be sensitive to the Spirit’s 
promptings. Training and models are important, but 
they can never substitute for the inner leading of the 
Holy Spirit, who knows every human heart and what 
each person most needs. 

The Doctrinal Commission of ICCRS has published 
two books on this topic: Guidelines on Prayers for 
Healing (2012) and Deliverance Ministry (2017). Both 
are the fruit of several years of study and consultation 
with theologians and experts in ministry. Their 
purpose is to offer sound theological and pastoral 
principles for carrying out these ministries in accord 
with Catholic faith, and to help the wider Church 
understand what healing and deliverance are and why 
they are urgently needed today. Deliverance Ministry 
also clears up some common misunderstandings 
regarding the role of lay people in deliverance. It was 
vetted by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith and received an enthusiastic preface from 
Cardinal Kevin Farrell, prefect of the Dicastery for 
Laity, Family and Life. Both these books are 
recommended resources for those who practice 
healing and deliverance in the Church today. 

Mary Healy is a professor of Scripture at Sacred Heart 
Major Seminary in Detroit and the chair of the ICCRS 
Doctrinal Commission. 
Printed with permission Pentecost Today Summer 
2018 Volume 43 Number 3
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