
The closing words of Pope Francis to the 
participants of the 37th National Convocation of 
the Italian Catholic Charismatic Renewal in Rome in 
June of 2014 were, “I am waiting for all of you, 
charismatics the world over, to celebrate with the 
Pope your great jubilee on the feast of Pentecost 
2017 in Saint Peter’s Square.” This extraordinary 
invitation was accepted on the vigil of Pentecost in 
June of this year as approximately 50,000 of the 
estimated 125 million Catholic charismatics came 
to celebrate the Charismatic Jubilee in the Circus 
Maximus in Rome. 

Flags from over 120 countries were waved in the 
hot, open air gathering as many nations, races and 
languages gave witness to the international reality 
of this Renewal in the universal church. Its 
ecumenical origin and imperative was highlighted 
as well by the participation of hundreds of Evan- 
gelical, Pentecostal and charismatic Protestant 
leaders. Giovanni Traettino, pastor of the 
Evangelical Church of Reconciliation in Caserta, 
Italy, a friend of Pope Francis from his days in 
Buenos Aires, shared the stage with Pope Francis 
and addressed the crowd on the unity of the one 
bride of Christ. Other Evangelical leaders spoke in 
the many workshops during the weekend as well. 

Unity, which Pope Francis calls “reconciled 
diversity,” was the theme of the entire weekend 
event. “In a way both creative and unexpected,” 
Pope Francis said, “the Holy Spirit generates 
diversity, for in every age he causes new and varied 
charisms to blossom. Then he brings about

unity; he joins together, gathers and restores 
harmony.” This gift of unity given by the Holy Spirit 
and fostered in the charismatic renewal was a 
primary reason behind the planning for the 
celebration on the occasion of this Jubilee. As 
Austen Ivereigh, one of the biographers of Pope 
Francis wrote, “Francis’ outreach to Pentecostals 
and evangelicals marked his insistence that the 
current of grace represented by the Renewal is fruit 
of the one Holy Spirit calling the Christian Churches 
into unity, not through proselytism or purely 
intellectual dialogue but in revealing their oneness 
in diversity” (Crux, 6/3/2017). 

Fr. Raniero Cantalamessa, preacher to the papal 
household, who at times was a most charismatic 
“cheerleader” for the event, opened the session 
with a rousing call to focus on this ecumenical 
reality of the Renewal. In both a theological and 
personal reflection he stated that, “A renewed 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit will not be possible 
without a collective movement of repentance on 
the part of all Christians.” In his homily on Pentecost 
Sunday in Saint Peter’s Square, the Holy Father 
repeated this call to repentance and forgiveness. 
“The Spirit is the first gift of the risen Lord, and is 
given above all for the forgiveness of sins.... 
forgiveness... preserves unity [and] resolves 
everything in harmony.” 

It was hard not to notice the personal joy and 
participation of Pope Francis himself. His hands  
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November & December 2017 
Dear Readers of the Flame,

From October 1-6 I led a long planned pilgrimage called 
Saints and Shrines of America. I conceived this 
pilgrimage 18 months ago as our nation approached 
the 2016 elections. I desired to help others become 
more acquainted with the Catholic heritage of our 
nation and to pray for our upcoming elections.

Though things did not work out for 2016, I was able to 
pull things together enough to lead a small cadre of 16 
tireless pilgrims through five states and Washington DC 
to visit a variety of Catholic shrines. I am grateful for the 
help of Footprint Tours and the office staff of my own 
parish for helping with the details of this trip.

After a Sunday afternoon tour of Fallingwater, Frank 
Lloyd Wright’s architectural wonder in Pennsylvania, 
our touring of Catholic sites began in earnest on 
Monday morning. We visited Emmitsburg, Maryland 
where St. Elizabeth Seton established the Sisters of 
Charity of St. Joseph and founded the first Catholic 
school in the United States. That afternoon we pressed 
on to Washington DC where we visited the National 
Shrine of St. John Paul II and the Basilica of the 
Immaculate Conception.

Tuesday we toured the Philadelphia Independence Hall 
and the Liberty Bell, as well as the shrines for St. John 
Neumann and St. Katharine Drexel. On Wednesday we 
were in New York City for the Shrine of St. Frances 
Xavier Cabrini and St. Patrick’s Cathedral. Two 
“Venerables” are currently buried under the altar of St. 
Patrick’s: Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen and Pierre 
Toussaint, a Catholic layman who came as a slave to 
New York and, after gaining his freedom, helped the 
poor of the city.

On Thursday we travelled across New York State 
visiting the North American Martyrs Shrine where St. 
Isaac Jogues, and laymen Rene Goupil and John 
LaLande met their martyrdom. It is also the birthplace 
of St. Kateri Tekakwitha. We then stopped at the shrine 
to St. Marianne Cope in Syracuse (a collaborator with 
St. Damian of Molokai who cared for lepers in the late 
1800’s) and then pressed on to Our Lady of Victory 
Basilica in Lackawanna, New York where the Ven. Fr. 
Nelson Baker is buried. We ended on Friday by visiting 
St. Mary of the Cataract Church in Niagara Falls, the 
National Our Lady of Fatima Shrine and Niagara Falls.

One of our more surprising and providential stops was to 
St. Mary of the Cataract Church. (By the way, the word, 
Cataract, can mean either a waterfall or an eye disease. 
The eye disease results in vision as if one were looking 
through a waterfall.) It was founded by St. John Neumann 
in 1836 and has a shrine dedicated to him. Along the top 
of its main aisle were medallion mosaics of: Sts. 
Elizabeth Seton, Frances Xavier Cabrini, Katharine 
Drexel, Kateri Tekawitha, John de Brebuef (a North 
American Martyr), Ven. Fr. Nelson Baker and Ven. Pierre 
Toussaint. In other words, this one church summed up 
most of our trip!

This trip truly inspired faith. These saints shed their blood 
for Christ, suffered ridicule, labored tirelessly, practiced 
the corporal and spiritual works of mercy and gave away 
fortunes. They lived for Christ and his Church with 
abandon. They are our American family of faith 
summoning us to live our faith in a full manner.

Each of these spiritual giants shaped the landscape of 
the Catholic Church in the United States. In varied and 
different ways they met the challenges of their times in 
the power of the Holy Spirit. If I were to pick one unifying 
characteristic, I would have to say that each of them had 
great faith. The mountain like challenges each faced was 
met with a “faith working through love” that did the 
seemingly impossible, served people of their time and 
proclaimed Jesus Christ.

As we entered this holiday season, with its two pivots of 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, let us pray to be Christ’s 
faith-filled witnesses to all the people we will encounter. 
As Catholics in America we have much to be grateful for. 
Let us give thanks. We can yet freely live for and 
proclaim Jesus Christ. Let us rejoice as we celebrate his 
birth and gladly share him by word, deed and charism 
with others.

Finally, I want to thank each of you for your support of 
Catholic Renewal Ministries in this Jubilee Year of the 
charismatic renewal. Pray that our work will elevate the 
Church in the Diocese of Cleveland to an ever greater 
faith in the power and gifts of the Holy Spirit in 2018.

Sincerely in Christ,

Fr. Bob Franco



Love is patient,  
Love is kind.  

It is not jealous,  
love is not  

pompous,  
it is not inflated, 

it is not rude,  
it does not seek 

 its own interests,  
it is not  

quick-tempered,  
it does not  

brood over injury, 
Love does not  

rejoice over  
wrongdoing  
but rejoices  

with the truth. 
Love  

bears all things, 
believes all things, 
hopes all things, 

endures all things. 
Love never fails. 

1 Cor 13:4-8



First Fridays at Francis is a young adult ministry that 
meets every first Friday of the month, from 7:00 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m., at St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Gates Mills. 
Be part of an AMAZING evening of praise, worship and 
adoration of our Lord present in the Eucharist.  A social 
will follow.  The church is located at 6850 Mayfield Rd., 
Gates Mills 44040.  

“Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with 
loud songs of joy. For the Lord, the Most High, is 
awesome, a great king over all the earth.” Psalm  47:1-2 
Catholic Renewal Ministries will host a Charismatic 
Mass on Friday, November 17th, 7:00 p.m., at St. 
Matthias Parish, 1200 West Sprague Road Parma, Ohio 
44134. Fr. Bob Franco will be the celebrant.  Healing 
prayer teams will be available after Mass for individual 
prayer. Please contact Fr. Franco at 440-327-2201 or 
CRM at 440-944-9445. Give your friend  or loved one 
and invitation to Joy! 

Catholic Renewal Ministries will host a Charismatic 
Mass on Friday, January 19th, at 7:00 p.m., at St. Peter 
Parish, 35777 Center Ridge Rd., North Ridgeville, Ohio 
44039.  Fr. Bob Franco will be the celebrant.  Praise & 
worship will begin at 7:00 p.m. Mass starts at 7:30 p.m.  
Healing prayer teams will be available afterward for 
individual prayer. A social will follow. For information, 
please contact Fr. Bob Franco at 440-327-2201 or CRM 
at 440-944-9445. “Praise the Lord! How good it is to 
sing praises to our God; for he is gracious, and a song 
of praise is fitting.” Ps 147:1 

All are welcome to attend an evening of praise and 
worship with Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction at 
St. Thomas More Church.  Come, bring a friend, on the 
fourth Friday of each month, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  The 
church is located at 4170 North Amber Dr., Brooklyn 
44144. Nellie Cruz Krawczynski is the music leader for 
the evening.  
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Mary, Queen of Heaven and Earth Chapter of 
Magnificat, a women’s ministry modeled after the 
Visitation, invites you to a Breakfast Saturday, 
December 2nd, at Walsh University, Barrette Center, 
2020 East Maple Street, North Canton.  Join us in a 
special time of fellowship and sharing.  Diane DeBarr 
will be the guest speaker. Cost is $18.00.  Make checks 
payable to “Magnificat of Stark County” and send to 
Dawn Zwick, 830 Glenwood St. SW, North Canton, OH 
44720.  Seating is limited, so plan on getting your 
reservations early.  Reservations cannot be accepted 
after November 25th. There will be open seating, and 
the doors open at 8:30 a.m. with breakfast at 9:00 a.m.  
There will be an optional Mass at 8:00 a.m. in Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help Chapel at Walsh University.  For 
further information call Joan Spieth at 330-933-8778. 

A Heart of Jesus Retreat will be held at St. Helen Parish 
on November 4th & 5th, 2017.  Seek, find and know 
the heart of Jesus.  The retreat is open to all adults. We 
invite you to join us for this weekend experience as we 
grow closer to our Lord.  This day and a half retreat is a 
series of talks and witnesses focused on developing an 
intimate relationship with Jesus – a relationship that is 
endlessly deep. St. Helen Parish is located at 12060 
Kinsman Rd., Newbury 44065. Call Kim Steigerwald at 
440-463-4806 or email heartofjesus@sthelen.com. A 
registration form can be found at sthelen.com.  Join us 
for this special weekend and listen and learn the desires 
of Jesus’ heart.  

W i n t e r  2 0 1 8  
Details Coming Soon:  Unbound Mini-Conference 
************************************************* 

C a t h o l i c  R e n e w a l M i n i s t r i e s   
Annual Catholic Charismatic Conference  

Friday, July 20th  & Saturday, July  21st 2018 

WWW.CRMWEB.ORG

Renewal  Min i s t r i e s  Even t s  



Traveling Charismatic Masses

*Praise & Worship 7:oo p.m., Liturgy 7:30 p.m. **Fr. Bob Franco Celebrant

**Friday, January 19, 2018 at *7:00 p.m. 
St. Peter Parish

35777 Center Ridge Road
North Ridgeville, Ohio 44039

**Friday, November 17, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. 
St. Matthias Parish

1200 West Sprague Road
Parma, Ohio 44134

Healing Prayer after both Masses.

For information call Fr. Bob Franco at 440-327-2201 or CRM at 440-944-9445



Diocese of Cleveland Charismatic Prayer Groups 

SUNDAY 
Sacred Heart Chapel (Spanish), Lorain  6:00 p.m.   Argentina Ferreira 440-654-2230 
Sts. Cosmas and Damian, Twinsburg  6:45 p.m.   Denny Carleton  216-392-8749 

MONDAY 
Gesu, University Heights    7:30 p.m.   Pete Ciccotti  216-932-0198 
New Life Prayer Group, St. Anthony, Lorain   8:00 p.m.   Cheryl Slater  440-933-4890 
St. Mary, Hudson     7:30 p.m.   Ryeo Kim  234-380-1457 
Men of Praise, Issenmann Hall,,   8:00 p.m.   Arch Tunnell  440-442-7538 
Center Pastoral Leadership,  Wickliffe 

TUESDAY 
Our Lady of Angels, Cleveland   7:30 p.m.   Don&Linda Lawrence 740-424-4707 
St. Hilary, Fairlawn    7:00 p.m.     James McGuire   330-612-5969 
          MaryKaye Jeanmaire  330-666-6526 
St. Thomas More, Brooklyn Church Library  6:30 p.m. Not on 1st Tuesday Peggy Hovan  216-749-1787 
Fire of the Spirit, St. Michael Parish, Independence  7:30 p.m. 1st Tuesday  Donna Rechner  440-725-7053 
Ministry of Praise, St. Ambrose, Brunswick, Chapel 7:00 p.m.    Cathy Clapper  330-338-9696 

WEDNESDAY 
Sacred Heart Chapel (English), Lorain  7:30 p.m.   Rick Morsher  440-277-6199 
Sacred Heart, Oberlin    7:30 p.m. 1st Wednesday  Joe & Sue Palmieri 440-774-1191 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Wadsworth, Andes Rm.,Bsmt. 7:00 p.m. 3rd Wednesday  Jeff Flaherty  330-336-3049 
St. Martin of Tours, Valley City   7:00 p.m. 2nd & 4th Wednesday Rose Austin  330-483-3435 
Women’s Prayer Group, Meets in Highland Hts 7:30 p.m. Call for information.  Beverly Olsin   440-461-2259 

THURSDAY 
Families in Christ Jesus St. William School Euclid 8:00 p.m. 1st Thursday                      Arch & Marlyn Tunnell 440-442-7538 
Bukas Loob Sa Diyos (BLD)Covenant Community 7:30 p.m.   Roy & Ann Yap  440-248-0822 
Meets at Mary, Queen of Peace Church, Cleveland.     
Healing Mass celebrated on 1st Thursday. 
St. Michael, Cleveland    7:00 p.m.   Pedro Fuentes  440-258-8639 

FRIDAY 
La Sagrada Familia, Cleveland   7:00 p.m.   Epi Torres  216-459-0420 
St. John Bosco Community of Believers, Parma Hts. 2nd & 4th Friday   Valerie Ubienski  216-642-1120    
      6:30 – 8:00 p.m. April-September  
      1:30 – 3:00 p.m. October -March 
St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception Wooster 7:00 p.m. 2nd Friday  Joyce Conley  330-264-7904 
Parish Hall 

HOME-BASED CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES 
St. Anthony Community        Bonnie Bobrowski 440-543-8491 
St. Pio Community        Gayle Carroll  440-428-4648 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUPS 
Sacred Heart, Meets at    9:00 a.m.  Alternates Thurs. & Fri.  Shannon Shrock  
330-658-3077 
1077 Eastern Rd., Wadsworth 

Revised September 17, 2017 
Check for updates at WWW.CRMWEB.ORG    
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were often in the open-and-raised pose favored by 
most charismatics, and he began his remarks with, 
“Thank you for the witness you are giving here today. It 
does us all good. It is good for me too.” 

His message to the Renewal on the Jubilee weekend 
was one of affirmation and commission. Again and 
again he affirmed the positive effects of the Renewal. 
“Thank you Catholic Charismatic Renewal for what you 
have given the Church in these fifty years! The Church 
counts on you, on your fidelity to the Spirit, on your 
willingness to serve and your witness of lives 
transformed by the Holy Spirit!” Especially for those 
“old-timers” who have given their whole lives to the 
spread of baptism in the Holy Spirit and the work of the 
Renewal, these words of affirmation resonated and were 
received with deep gratitude. 

But though the Jubilee was a time of remembrance, it 
was more than that. As Pope Francis said: “Fifty years 
have passed. When we reach this age, perhaps our 
strengths begin to decline... wrinkles become 
deeper...the grey hairs increase in number.” “It is a good 
moment in life to stop and reflect.” More importantly, 
however, “it is the moment to go ahead with greater 
strength, leaving behind the dust of time that we have 
allowed to accumulate...and facing the new with trust in 
the action of the Holy Spirit.” Noting that this Renewal is 
a current or tide of grace for the whole church, not just 
for a few, Pope Francis reiterated his commission given 
in 2014 in the Olympic Stadium to “share with everyone 
in the Church the grace of baptism in the Holy Spirit.” 
There, he also encouraged us to remember the 
ecumenical roots of the Renewal and its importance in 
the present, recalling the words of the first Malines 
document (1 Malines 5,3) that  “the charismatic 

renewal is de facto ecumenical in nature... The Catholic 
renewal rejoices in what the Holy Spir i t is 
accomplishing in the other Churches.” 

At this 2017 gathering, our commission went further 
and took on a new two-fold dimension, consistent with 
the message of his entire papacy. First he noted that, 
“Many have come from different parts of the world...to 
establish bonds of fraternal friendship that encourage 
us on the path to unity (and) ...to demonstrate...with our 
witness that peace is possible...only if we are at peace 
among ourselves.” This echoes a note often heard from 
Pope Francis who longs for peace within the Church 
and among nations. 

Secondly, the profound heart of his commission to the 
Renewal was that we are to “Share with all the Church 
the Baptism in the Holy Spirit, praise the Lord 
ceaselessly, walk together with Christians of different 
Churches and Christian communities in prayer and in 
action for those most in need. Serve the poorest and 
the sick, this is what the Church and Pope expect of 
you, Catholic Charismatic Renewal, but from all of you; 
all, all of you who have entered in this current of 
grace!” These are challenging words to each and to all 
of us. He reiterated this challenge: “Baptism in the Holy 
Spirit, praise, service to man. The three things are 
indissolubly joined. I can praise profoundly, but if I do 
not help those most in need it is not enough.” Let those 
who have ears, hear. 

Used with permission from Pentecost Today Summer 
2017  Volume 42  Number 3. 
Kevin and Dorothy are founding members of the People 
of Praise, an ecumenical charismatic covenant 
community and have been in various leadership 
positions in the Renewal since its beginning.



NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. Postage  

PAID 
Cleveland, OH 

Permit No. 1918

The Flame   
CATHOLIC RENEWAL MINISTRIES

28706 EUCLID AVENUE

WICKLIFFE, OHIO  44092

Address Service Requested 

Name 

Address

City State Zip

 
New    

RenewName 

Address

City State Zip

 
New    

Renew

Send checks payable to:  Catholic Renewal Ministries                      
28706 Euclid Avenue Box 4,  Wickliffe,  OH 44092   

The Flame Subscription is $5 Annually


