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“Tell him we got tired,” I mumbled 

under my breath. The conversation 

in the car stopped and everyone 

looked at me. “Some folks have 

been trying to do that very thing for 

the last 50 years,” I continued, “and 

have not always been welcomed 

with open arms. I think some people 

have just worn down.” The Argen-

tine nodded in silent agreement but 

came back with a dramatic state-

ment “But now there is a new opportunity, a new 

possibility! We have to wake the Renewal up! 

This is the time!” Another added in, “We have 

carried this baby for so long, we cannot be too 

tired to deliver the child!” Another analogy was 

offered; “It is as if we got dressed to go to a party 

and we waited and waited for the invitation. We 

got tired of waiting so we took off our party 

clothes and put on our pajamas. Now the party is 

about to begin…and we are in our pajamas!” 

We were driving by St Peter’s at the moment and 

my thoughts turned to a particular place in the 

square where once I had seen an ailing Pope John 

Paul II struggle out of his chair to declare with all 

the strength he could muster, “Be open to the 

Holy Spirit! Be open to the Holy Spirit!” Those 

words, spoken many years earlier, seemed to me 

to be a prophetic exhortation from the now-

canonized Pontiff.  

I was in a car yesterday, driving 

through Rome with a group of 

friends. My assignment was to 

check out places to hold a future 

event in the city. As we drove 

along, we passed by so many 

places that had such dear memo-

ries for me: St Peter’s Basilica 

where we met with Pope Paul VI 

at Pentecost 1975, the fields above 

the catacombs of St. Callistus 

where we gathered to praise God and celebrate 

the outpouring of the Holy Spirit which at times 

would break out into spontaneous dancing! 

I saw places where men and women from 

around the world had gathered, speaking differ-

ent languages but united in the language of the 

Spirit. Oh the joy, the fire…and the fun! 

My thoughts were brought back to the present 

moment when an Argentinian woman (a per-

sonal friend of Pope Francis) asked me a ques-

tion as we drove along. “In June, it will be a year 

since the Holy Father addressed the world-wide 

Renewal here in Rome. At that time he told us 

he wanted us to bring this experience of the 

Holy Spirit to all of the Church. I haven’t seen 

much action in the Renewal on this point. Jim, if 

the Holy Father should ask me how we are do-

ing what shall I tell him?” 



  

 

ferent languages (English, Spanish, Haitian, Cre-

ole and Italian) and three different music 

groups. CBS News covered this event and used 

the occasion to put together a three minute 

video describing Pope Francis’ relationship with 

the Catholic charismatic renewal. You may 

watch this video at: 

 

https://www.facebook.com/cbnnews/

videos/10156218151845393 

 

              

On Sunday I had the privilege of concelebrating 

the Papal Mass and distributing Holy Commun-

ion. In some ways, it was a slice of heaven. 

Amid the 800,00 people who participated in the 

Mass were many of the participants in the 

WMOF, representing over 100 different coun-

tries. As St. John described: 

 

 

I had a vision of a great multitude, which 

no one could count, from every nation, 

race people and tongue. They stood be-

fore the throne and before the 

lamb…” (Revelation 7:9b) 

 

Both the conference and the Mass highlighted 

for me just how large and diverse the Church is. 

And yet, within this vast number of people, who 

came from various places with differing lan-

guages and cultures, there was a great unity 

brought about by the Holy Spirit. And such is 

the work of the Spirit! Beginning with Pente-

cost, when the Spirit was poured out on  
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Dear Readers of the Flame, 

 

Pope Francis has declared an extraordinary Jubi-

lee Year beginning December 8, 2015, the Solem-

nity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary. It will conclude on November 20, 

2016, the Solemnity of Christ the King. It is The 

Year of Mercy. 

 

This is a time to celebrate God’s mercy. Dr. 

Marcelino D’Ambrosio describes God’s mercy in 

this way: 

Justice renders to each their due and calls each to 

assume responsibility for themselves. Mercy goes 

beyond the issue of who is responsible. Mercy is 

simply love’s response to suffering. So the Father 

of Mercy, to relieve our suffering, sent his Eternal 

Son to be made flesh by the power of the Holy 

Spirit. God the Son, by nature incapable of suffer-

ing, became vulnerable for us. He bound the 

strong man who had tyrannized the human race 

and paid the debt that the human race hadn’t 

been able to cover. His rescue mission succeeded 

at the cost of his life. (The Meaning of Mercy from 

www.crossroadsinitiative.com) 

Amazing mercy! How sweet the heart of our 

heavenly Father!!! 

 

I feel like the Jubilee of Mercy started a bit early 

for me. On Saturday, September 26 I attended 

the last session of the World Meeting of Families 

in Philadelphia. This session was added to the end 

of the WMOF for those involved in charismatic 

renewal. The five hour session included five dif- 

https://www.facebook.com/cbnnews/videos/10156218151845393/
https://www.facebook.com/cbnnews/videos/10156218151845393/
http://www.crossroadsinitiative.com


 

“devout Jews from every nation under 

heaven” (Acts 2:5), the Holy Spirit has been try-

ing to undo the effects of man’s pride at Babel 

(Genesis 9). The events in Philadelphia told me 

that the person of Jesus Christ has been pro-

claimed throughout the world in the power of 

the Holy Spirit. Certainly there is much work to 

be done locally and globally. Certainly the mes-

sage of Jesus Christ is opposed in many parts of 

the world. And certainly, there are threats to 

the work of Christ from within and outside the 

Church. Yet, it was such an encouragement to 

see the fruits of the Spirit amid the Church 

gathered for the Pope’s visit to the United 

States. 

 

As we approach Thanksgiving and the Nativity 

of our Lord, let us pray that the mercy of God 

revealed in Jesus Christ would deeply penetrate 

the hearts and minds of all people, in particular 

our loved ones. Many, many people, influenced  

more by the Babel of our times and less by the 

saving knowledge of Jesus Christ, are indifferent 

or hostile to Christianity. 

 
 

And let us pray that those who have particular 

roles of influence in the Church (the ordained, 

vowed religious, parents, teachers and all who 

administrate or work at Catholic institutions) 

will make known God’s mercy in deed and 

word. Mercy is not God saying, “I don’t mind 

your sin and rebellion.” Mercy is God offering 

us forgiveness and a cure through Jesus Christ. 

 

I wish each of you a wonderful celebration of  

 

 

 

Thanksgiving and Christmas. I am very grateful 

for your support of CRM throughout this year. 

I pray that God’s mercies, new every morning 

(Lamentations 3:23), abundantly bless you! 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 

Fr. Bob Franco 

Bishop’s Delegate to Catholic Renewal Ministries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                 

All the ends of the earth have seen the sal-

vation by our God. Sing joyfully to the 

LORD, all you lands; break into song; 

sing praise. Ps 98   Catholic Renewal Minis-

tries’ Traveling Charismatic Mass for Novem-

ber will be held at St. Martin of Tours Church on 

Friday, November 6th, at 7:00 p.m.  The 

church is located at 1800 Station Rd. in Valley 

City, 44280.  Fr. Bob Franco will be the celebrant.  

Healing prayer teams will be available after mass 

for individual prayer.  For more information, 

please contact Fr. Bob Franco at 440-327-2201, 

CRM at 440-944-9445, or Rose Austin at St. Mar-

tin’s at 330-483-3808.  

For ever I will sing the goodness of the 

Lord. Blessed the people who know the joy-

ful shout; in the light of your countenance, 

O LORD, they walk. At your name they re-

joice all the day, and through your justice 

they are exalted. Ps 89 Catholic Renewal Minis-

tries will host a Charismatic Mass on Friday, 

January 15th, at 7:00 p.m., at St. Peter Parish, 

35777 Center Ridge Rd., North Ridgeville 44039.  

Fr. Bob Franco will be the celebrant.  Praise and 

worship will begin at 7:00 and the liturgy will start 

at 7:30.  Healing prayer teams will be available af-

ter mass for individual prayer.  For more informa-

tion, please contact Fr. Franco at 440-327-2201 or 

CRM at 440-944-9445. Come and bring a friend!  

                                                                                                                                                 

                                 

Mary, Queen of 

Heaven and Earth 

Chapter of Magnifi-

cat, a women’s min-

istry modeled after 

the Visitation, invites 

you to a Breakfast 
on Saturday, De-

cember 5th at Walsh 

University, Barrette 

Center, 2020 East 

Maple Street, North 

Canton, Ohio.  Join 

us in a special time 

of fellowship and 

sharing.  Debby Ben-

tivegna will be the 

guest speaker. 

Cost is $18.00.  

Make checks payable 

to “Magnificat of 

Stark County” and 

send to Andrea Sin-

garella, 1531 Rad-

ford NE, North 

Canton, OH 44720.  

Seating is limited.  

Plan on getting your 

reservations early!  NO reservations will be ac-

cepted after Saturday, November 28th. 

Doors open at 8:30 am with Breakfast at 9:00 

am.  There will be an optional Mass at 8:00 a.m. 

in Our Lady of Perpetual Help Chapel at Walsh 

University.  For further information, call Shirley 

DeOrio at 330-305-1146 

+ EVANGELIZE + 

Catholic Renewal Ministries’                 

“Father Make Us One”  2015 Conference CD’s  

make great Christmas gifts! Please use the order 

form on Page 5 in this issue of The Flame. 

Don’t know what to do with an old Flame?  

Pass it on!!! 

WWW.CRMWEB.ORG  
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TALK  TITLES      # OF CDs  ORDERED TOTAL 

 
 
1.  A Ministry of Reconciliation 

Lloyd Greenhaw, Friday Evening   ________ X $7.00  _________ 
 
2.  The Big Union – Joined to Christ 
 Fr. John Gordon, Friday Evening   ________ X $7.00  _________ 
 
3.  Keynote Address 
 Fr. Bob Franco, Saturday Morning 
 Vigil Mass Homily 
  Fr. John Gordon, Saturday Afternoon   ________ X $7.00  _________ 

 
4.  The Audacity of Faith 
 Nancy Greenhaw, Saturday Morning   ________ X $7.00  _________ 
 
5.  Make Christ Known through Your Gifts 

Fr. John Gordon, Saturday Afternoon   ________ X $7.00  _________ 
 
6.  Power Evangelization - Workshop 
 Lloyd Greenhaw, Saturday Afternoon   ________ X $7.00  _________ 
 
7.  Freedom in Christ - Workshop 
 Nancy Greenhaw, Saturday Afternoon  ________ X $7.00  _________ 
 
8.  Living Your Catholic Faith in an Anti-Catholic World  
 Fr. Damian Ference, Saturday Afternoon – Workshop ________ X $7.00  _________ 
 
9.  Entire Set of 8 Conference CD’s    ________ X $49.00  _________ 
 
 
 

                Total Enclosed    ________ 
 

 

 

 

Ship TO:  ______________________________  Phone  ______________________                                                              
 
 
 

       ______________________________________          Email   ____________________________ 

                                                                                                                                        
              PLEASE PRINT NEATLY 

 
       ______________________________________ 
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Are we truly “open to the Holy Spirit?” Are we 

indeed at a moment of “new opportunity, new 

possibility?” Are we “dressed for the party” or 

“home in our pajamas?” 

The conversation in the car returned to normal, 

but I sat there in silence, looking out the window 

and reflecting on the last 5 minutes…..and the last 

50 years. 

I will acknowledge that time has moved on and we 

cannot return to 1967. Nor can we discern the 

future through a nostalgic look at the past. 

We can learn from the past, however, and see 

what we can embrace in the current moment and 

go forward. 

I know I am speaking in broad generalities, but 

here are some things we did that kept the fire 

burning bright: 

We were people committed to prayer. Our 

lives were restructured to ensure that we had a 

significant amount of time for personal prayer. It 

became one of the highest priorities of life…

higher than sleep or showers or food. It was a 

common thing to ask a friend “So…how is your 

prayer time going these days?” Our prayer was 

contemplative, it was charismatic, it was tradi-

tional…and it was consistent. Every follower of 

Jesus saw it as their personal responsibility to 

have a daily prayer time. 

We devoured Scripture. When touched by 

the Holy Spirit, we became infatuated with the 

Word of God. We would always carry our Bibles 

with us. A Scripture passage could become the 

focus of a lunch time conversation. We would 

constantly turn to Scripture for strength, guidance 

and inspiration. It was unthinkable to go to bed at  

night if you had not read your Bible for whatever 

amount of time you had committed to.  

After encountering the Holy Spirit, we had such 

a new sensitivity to the Sacraments! We 

were amazed that ancient rituals which we had 

grown up with now seemed so vital and alive. 

Every time we went to Mass, every time we en-

tered the confessional, we expected to encoun-

ter the living Christ who had become so real, so 

relevant in our lives. 

The Spirit of God also opened our hearts to 

others. We hungered for fellowship. We met 

with brothers and sisters of other denominations 

and saw them as co-workers in the Vineyard. 

Our own fellow Catholics became deepest 

friends. God put a new love in our hearts for 

family and co-workers. It was a sovereign work 

of God, and we knew it. We never complained 

about a prayer meeting going too long. Heck, we 

would stay up all night if need be…it was just so 

much fun to be together! 

We did not “throw a switch” after a prayer 

meeting. We sought to follow the Spirit 24  



hours a day, 7 days a week. We would use 

the charisms at a conference, but also in the 

workplace. God “might show up anywhere” and 

we always wanted to be ready to follow his lead. 

I think that even though we saw ourselves as 

“part of the Renewal,” our true identity was 

that we had been grasped by Christ. Our 

identity was directly linked to him. There was 

not much talk about my ministry or one per-

son’s accomplishments. The focus was on God, 

not the person. 

And it was about The Lord that we spoke so 

freely. We could not be quiet! We would tell 

anybody…and everybody that “We have seen 

the Lord!” Sometimes we were met with skepti-

cism and even mocking…but we would not be 

silent. What had been whispered to us in our 

hearts was shouted from the rooftops! 

There was a sense that we were all in this to-

gether. True, the Renewal had leaders, but it 

had no spectators. Everyone did their part.   

Everyone took personal responsibility, doing 

their share to keep the fires of Pentecost burn-

ing bright. 

The driver of the car slammed on the brakes to 

avoid hitting a motorcycle, jarring me out of my 

reverie. I tried to re-enter the conversation but 

could not. I was asking myself a few questions:       

What is my daily prayer life like? 

How committed am I each day to Scripture? 

Do I have an expectation of encountering the 

living Lord in the sacraments…or am I just going 

through the motions? 

Am I still in fellowship, on a regular basis with 

“people of the fire?” 

Am I “charismatic” only when it is convenient  

or am I always ready to respond to the prompt-

ings of the Spirit? 

 Who have I spoken with recently about my 

encounter with Christ? 

 Do I see myself as belonging to a religious 

club…or to Christ? 

 Is my involvement in Charismatic Renewal 

more about what God is doing…or what I am do-

ing? 

 Am I taking some responsibility for fanning the 

flame in my own life, or waiting for others to 

carry me along? 

 Can I just relax, have a little more fun and 

trust in God or do I need to “make everything 

work?” 

Where is the fire? Where is the joy? Where is my 

“first love?” 

I hadn’t noticed that the car was parked and    

everyone had gotten out. We were going to the 

Church of the Holy Spirit, very close to St Peter’s. 

I hurriedly walked in with a new enthusiasm. This 

is a new moment, a new opportunity! The best 

days lie ahead. We only need to be faithful to God 

on a daily basis and wait for him to act. The Spirit 

is about to move in a new way. It won’t be a re-

peat of 50 years ago. It will be the work of the 

Spirit for this time! It will be wonderful! I am going 

to re-invest my life in those little things we com-

mitted to so long ago. I am going to put the paja-

mas away for at least another 50 years. I’m getting 

dressed for the party! 

Jim Murphy is the Director of Leadership For-

mation Initiatives for International Catholic 

Charismatic Renewal Services (ICCRS). He 

also serves as the Country Coordinator of 

Mexico Missions for Renewal Ministries. Jim is 

an International Speaker and President of 

Vera Cruz Communications. 

Used with permission  PENTECOST Today 

Summer 2015 Volume 40 Number 3 
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