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direction and become once 
again, faithful disciples of 
Jesus Christ. 
Over the years since God 
heard our prayer beginning 
in 1967 in the US and 
spreading quickly to many 
nations, we have experi-
enced the scales falling from 
the eyes of many of us. We 
have found ourselves the 
recipients of genuine gifts 
from God to help us to draw 
deeper into the heart of 
Christ and to equip us to 

bring many others back to him. That is the dual pur-
pose of the gifts: to help to build our own relation-
ship and aid in fostering new life in others! 
God answered our prayer! But it seemed so 
strange; it was not what we were expecting. We 
wanted God to change hearts, give clarity and new 
direction to the lost. But, as is so often the case, 
God starts with those who prayed and his answer 
was not what we were prepared for. In lavish meas-
ure he poured out fresh graces from his Holy Spirit 
and it took us some years to learn how to use 
them—and we’re still learning! We made many mis-
takes in the process, sometimes got ourselves off 
course but God is patient with his children… How-
ever we need to make sure that we follow the path 
of holiness in our own lives so that those gifts may 
flourish and strengthen many others. 
In Asia (specific country not named to protect un-
derground Christians) I witnessed a young priest, 
during Mass, stretch his own human body over the 
consecrated hosts and the precious Blood to protect 
the Blessed Sacrament from a threat of invasion by 
police. When I spoke to him after the incident, he 
simply and quietly said to me, “Gladly would I give 
my life that faith might grow in ______(country). 
In Eastern Europe, I witnessed over and over 
again the brokenness of many women who had 
been forced under communism to 

“These charisms are under-
stood as gifts not primarily for 
the recipient but for the 
upbuilding of the Church and 
the work of evangeliza-
tion” (Baptism in the Holy 
Spirit, ICCRS Doctrinal Com-
mission, p. 20). 
These gifts, as well as many 
others (see 1Cor 13, 14 and 
Isaiah 11:1-3) have always 
been present in the Church 
since Pentecost but through 
the Charismatic Renewal they 
have been revived after a long 
period of dormancy; they have appeared in a new 
abundance, in nation after nation, in all states of life 
and all professions and choices of work; among all 
levels of education and economic positions. Why? 
Jesus died for all of us; as a result, each of us has 
infinite dignity that arises from our Baptism. These 
gifts have always been intended for every person. 
But it is also true that we have lived through many 
social and cultural and economic upheavals in the 
last fifty years which have radically altered, in many 
cases, our priorities and Christian commitment. A 
great majority of us have lost a sense of who we 
are and where we are going—or never even knew! 
Today’s western society seriously questions the 
reality of God and his place (if he exists at all) in 
our lives. 
Statistics in the US alone show a significant drop, 
in most dioceses in marriages, baptisms, First 
Communions, adult conversions, etc. Our faith life 
has been very substantially affected by the milieu in 
which we live. We have not been strong enough to 
recognize the dangers and take effective measures 
to combat them—and win! 
In the middle of what I call this cataclysmic rejec-
tion of Christ and his teaching, we find God an-
swering Pope John the XXIII’s prayer for a “new 
Pentecost in our times”: A fresh outpouring of 
God’s Holy Spirit that we might once again find our  

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service but the same 
Lord; and there are varieties of working but it is the same God who inspires them all in every one.  

To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. …All these are inspired by one 
and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills (1Cor 12:4-7, 11). 



November & December, 2014 

Dear Readers of the Flame, 

My best read of 2014 was the book Forming Intentional Disciples 
by Sherry Weddell. The title may be a bit misleading. One might 
think that this is a “How To” manual for making disciples. Though 
some of those elements are in there, it is best to think of the title 
as a vision of Church. In carrying out the Great Commission 
(Matthew 28:18-20), it is our goal to make disciples. This inten-
tion ought to direct our pastoral practices. 

Sherry Weddell began this book by synthesizing the statistics 
that chronicle Catholic and Christian belief and practice. Though 
this sounds quite dry, it really gives the reader a rather frighten-
ing picture of the Church in North America and Europe. Though 
around 25-30% of Catholics still attend Mass on a regular basis, 
the majority of them are older. Catholics from age 10 through 46 
attend Mass at rates from 10 to 13 %. At one point Sherry Wed-
dell said that if we do not really begin to effectively implement the 
new evangelization, the vocation crisis will be a moot point. 
There will not be that many Catholics to pastor. 

One interesting thing that the book does is outline the steps one 
takes on the way to becoming a committed disciple of Jesus 
Christ. Based on a study from the book I Once Was Lost (Everts 
& Schaupp, Downers Grove, IL, IVP 2008), Sherry Weddell de-
scribed five stages through which one normally passes in be-
coming a committed disciple of the Lord. Briefly they are: 

Trust: This does not mean trust in God. It is the kind of 
trust that one might have in a friend or even a good 
institution like the Church. It is the kind of trust on a 
human level that is the opposite of suspicion. 
Curiosity: This is the stage when one might be curious 
about the faith and things Christian. Something in them 
is drawing them to wonder about Jesus, God, what 
makes committed disciples do what they do. 
Openness: This is the stage when a person begins to 
think, “I am open to change. I could believe and live my 
life differently.” 

     Seeking: At this stage a person begins to seriously  
     seek out what it means to be a disciple. Sherry  

Weddell describes this as ‘dating with a purpose.’ The 
person wants to see the real Jesus and perhaps take 
the plunge (figuratively, they are already baptized; liter-
ally, if they have not been baptized.) 
Committed discipleship: This is the goal. It is here that a 
person has knowingly surrendered to Jesus Christ and 
is lining their life up with His manner of life, seeking the 
Lord in prayer and serving in His name. 

Sherry Weddell’s book Forming Intentional Disciples put into 
words much of the intuitions I had regarding what I am supposed 
to be about. Simply put, my job is to form intentional disciples. 
These are people who do not drift into Christianity. They are not 
simply cultural Catholics. (There are not too many of these left. 
The secular culture has swept many of them away.) I am to be 
about forming people who knowingly and decisively follow Jesus. 

For Catholic charismatics, this book puts into words much of our 
experience. The Lord has brought us through these stages of  
trusting, curiosity, openness, seeking and committing to Jesus. 
The book is also helpful in identifying where people are at and 
helping them move one step closer to discipleship. 

As we approach the holidays I encourage you to keep these 
steps in mind. This is the time of year when we see our relatives 
and friends. Sometimes these meetings can be a bit strained. 
We would like to see them become committed disciples. They 
would like to see us less religious! How do we approach these 
situations? 

Perhaps we can prayerfully discern what stage they are at re-
garding discipleship. Do they have a basic trust in you? If not, 
lovingly try to foster a relationship that makes them realize that 
you are basically good and caring. If they trust you “Conduct 
yourselves wisely toward outsiders, making the most of the op-
portunity. Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with 
salt, so that you know how you should respond to each 
one.” (Colossians 4:5-6). Try to make them curious about your 
faith. Do they seem curious? Foster openness in them. I think 
you get the picture. Try to move them one stage further through 
the stages of conversion. And, of course, pray that God draw 
them to Jesus as He guides you in serving them. 

I pray that your celebration of Thanksgiving and Christmas be 
filled with the light that Jesus Christ, our true Savior and only 
Hope brings into our world. 

In Christ, 

Fr. Bob Franco 

PS: Fr. Bill Halbing, one of our conference speakers from 2013, 
will be in town on November 14-15, for a healing Mass and work-
shop. Details are deeper into this Flame. I hope to see you there. 

PPS: I want to thank the many of you who have expressed con-
dolences to me and my family at the passing of my mother Doro-
thy on August 15 of this year. Your prayers and expressions of 
sympathies were greatly appreciated. 
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Rejoice! CRM has scheduled an incredible Day 

of Healing on Saturday, November 15th, 8:30AM 

- 5:00 PM, with national/international speaker, 

preacher & gifted healing priest, Fr. Bill Halbing. 

The event will be filled with spirited praise & wor-

ship; witty and straightforward lessons on heal-

ing; practical hands-on instruction. The day will 

include a prayer service for your personal heal-

ing as well. "See what love the Father has be-

stowed on us that we may be called the children 

of God…”1John 3:1 Invite friends & family. 

Come, trust & be open to a day of God's lavish 

blessings at the Church of the Assumption Hall, 

9183 Broadview Rd., Broadview Heights, 44147. 

Preregistration closes Nov.5th and is recom-

mended. Send $20 check payable to CRM : 

Marge Zampino, 2747 Vincent Dr., Seven Hills, 

OH 44131. Continental breakfast is included. 

Lunch is on your own at one of many nearby 

restaurants. For more information contact Marge 

Zampino 216.328.9542 or CRM at 440.944.9445. 

or WWW.CRMWEB.ORG 

 

Fr. Bill Halbing is a well sought-after speaker and 

was a guest at CRM's 2013 Conference.  His  

talks are known to be flavored with humor, mak-

ing his presentations both enlightening and en-

joyable. The Lord called Fr. Bill at a young age to 

know Him through His Word. Father Bill attended 

Immaculate Conception Seminary in Mahwah, 

NJ, and was ordained a priest for the Archdio-

cese of Newark on October 30, 1982. He holds 

an MA in Divinity & an MA in Jewish-Christian 

Studies as well as a BA in Spanish from Seton 

Hall Univ. Father Bill Halbing is passionate about 

God's Word. He is well known for his rare teach-

ings of in-depth, line-by-line Bible studies, taking 

you into the deepest riches of the Sacred Scrip-

tures. His animated and inspiring teachings keep 

you personally attentive to what God is saying as 

he reveals hidden mysteries and treasures that 

lay beneath His Precious Words. He has an 

anointed healing ministry. A man alive with the 

Holy Spirit, he wants nothing less than for every 

person to be renewed by the Holy Spirit! 

 



Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice! 
Catholic Renewal Ministries will host a Healing 
Mass on Friday, November 14th, 7:00 – 9:30 p.m., 
at Church of the Assumption , 9183  Broadview  Rd., 
Broadview Heights 44147.  Fr. Bill Halbing will be the 
celebrant.  He has an anointed healing ministry and 
wants nothing less than for every person to be re-
newed by the  Holy Spirit!  Healing prayer  teams will 
be  available after mass for individual prayer.    For  
more  information , please contact Marge Zampino  
at  216-328-9542 or  CRM  at  440-944-9445.                                                     
                                                                                                                            
On   Saturday,  Nov. 15th, 2014 ,  830 - 500 PM,   
CRM will sponsor  an  incredible  Day  of Healing  
with  national/international speaker, preacher  &  
gifted  healing  priest, Fr. Bill Halbing.  Fr. Bill's  
talks are known to be  riddled with humor, making his 
presentations both enlightening and enjoyable.  Your 
time will be filled with praise & worship, straightfor-
ward, witty  lessons on healing, and practical hands-
on instruction.   The day will include a prayer service 
for your personal healing as well. "See what love 
the Father has bestowed on us that we may be 
called the children of God..." 1John 3:1 Invite 
friends & family. Come, trust and be open to a day of 
God's lavish blessings  at  the  Church of the  As-
sumption  Hall,  9183 Broadview  Road,  Broad-
view Heights, Ohio    44147.  Cost  is  $20,  a con-
tinental  breakfast  is included.   Lunch is on your 
own at one of many nearby restaurants.  For more 
information call Marge Zampino  at 216. 328. 9542 
or CRM  at 440.944.9445. WWW.CRMWEB.ORG. 
See The Flame ad on page 3  for more details and 
registration. 

Men, the days are coming when those you love are 
going to need much more from you than your money! 
They will need your example of how to hold on to 
God when the world punishes you for doing so. The 
time has come to invest in yourself and your family 
by arming yourself with the vision, tools and power to 
be God’s men of integrity, honor and valor! It's time 
to quit playing Church and BE the Church! Rise Men 
of God and take on your true Christian identity! You 
are invited to The Third Annual Men & Boys Confer-
ence: “Manning-up: Rise and Be a man of God.” 
on Sat. Nov. 15th. This year’s speaker is Deacon 
Ralph Poyo. The Conference begins with Mass at 
8am and ends at 1:30pm at Sacred Heart of Jesus 
in Wadsworth, OH. Please contact Mark Smith at 
330.606.7195 or email at smithme2300@gmail.com. 
Send checks payable to Sacred Heart of Jesus, to 
Mark Smith, 737 Crestwood Ave., Wadsworth,  
44281.Cost is $10 for boys, $15 for men. LIMITED 
SPACE REGISTER EARLY! ! ! ! ! 

                                                                                                         

Catholic Renewal Ministries’ Traveling Charismatic 
Mass for November will be held at St. Leo the Great 
Parish, 4940 Broadview Rd., Cleveland, 44109, on 
Friday, November 21st.  Praise and Worship will 
begin at 7:00 p.m. and the liturgy will start at 7:30 
p.m.  Fr. Bob Franco will be the celebrant.  Healing 
prayer teams will be available after Mass for individ-
ual prayer.  For more information, please contact Fr. 
Franco at 440-327-2201 or CRM at 440-944-9445.  
Come and bring a friend!  This will be a time to truly 
encounter the Lord. 

Mary, Queen of Heaven and Earth Chapter of Mag-
nificat, a women’s ministry modeled after the Visita-
tion, invites you to a Breakfast on Saturday, De-
cember 6

th
 at Walsh University, Barrette Center, 

2020 East Maple Street, North Canton, Ohio.  Join 
us in a special time of fellowship and sharing.  Kitty 
Cleveland will be the guest speaker and share her 
mission to bring the Good News to the ends of the 
earth, starting in our own hearts, homes and par-

ishes. Seating is limited.  Plan on getting your reser-
vations early!  NO reservations will be accepted 
after Saturday, November 29th.  For further infor-
mation, call Shirley DeOrio at 330-305-1146.There 
will be an optional Mass at 8:00 a.m. in Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help Chapel at Walsh University.                                                                                                          
                                          

EVANGELIZE!!!              
Catholic Renewal  Ministries’                                              

“GIFTED TO SERVE”                     
2014 Conference CD’s 

would make great              
Christmas gifts! Please use 
the order form on Page 7 
in this issue of The Flame. 

DON’T KNOW WHAT TO 
DO WITH AN OLD FLAME?

Pass it on! 

WWW.CRMWEB.ORG  
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CATHOLIC RENEWAL MINISTRIES,   28706 EUCLID AVENUE, BOX 4  
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to forgive so that I can give life to those I serve.” 
She knew who she was; her dignity, at that mo-
ment, was profoundly expressed by her genuine 
peace and joy. Such faith, such strength, such 
great heartedness can only come from the source 
of Life—the Holy Spirit. It is there for all of us. 
In the United States, I was speaking at a Priests’ 

Conference in Steuben-
ville, Ohio. A priest who I 
did not know well was 
leading a healing service 
for the priests. He did not 
speak in a very articulate 
way; he seemed uncer-
tain about his topic. The 
time for the actual heal-
ing service arrived; he 
walked down from the 
stage and just began to 
walk through the crowd 
sprinkling holy  water. 
Physical and emotional 
healing including the 
healing of a blind priest 
occurred over the next 15
-20 minutes. Hours later I 
saw him standing alone. I 
went to him and asked 
him how he was and 
thanked him for such a 
fruitful service. He smiled 
and said, “Look at me, 

Sister. I’m not much of anything— can’t even 
preach well. I’m very poor but God is very rich so I 
just lean on him.” What a lesson I learned that day! 
God wants to use us all—every one of us. If we 
seek daily to do his will, repent when we fall and 
get back up again. If we seek to grow daily in our 
faith: in God as our Father, Jesus as our Savior 
and the Holy Spirit who is the love of the Father 
and the Son, given to EACH of us. IF we follow this 
God who loves us passionately and gives us him-
self moment by moment then the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit will grow and mature in us and he will use 
us— each of us right where we are—to bring peo-
ple back to the only One who can save; the only 
One who can truly heal; the only One who can give 
us eternal life!!  
                                                                              
Sr. Ann Shields, SGL, is an internationally noted 
conference and retreat speaker and author of nu-
merous books on Catholic spirituality including 
Deeper Conversion, To Be Like Jesus and in 2013, 
More of the Holy Spirit. She currently hosts the 
popular daily radio program Food for the Journey. 
Printed w i th  permiss ion f rom PENTECOST 
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abort multiple children. I watched my own brothers 
and sisters in Christ pray for hours over such bro-
ken souls and genuinely see them healed in soul 
and sometimes in body too. They could again know 
the love of God and experience the healing graces 
that can only come from his heart. 
In another eastern European nation, I witnessed 
a seven-year old blind 
from birth healed by the 
prayers of brothers and 
sisters just like you and 
me. The image of that 
child is burned in my 
memory as she stretched 
out her arms and looked 
around at a crowd of a 
thousand or more, then 
looked at her grand-
mother, then back to us 
with shock and surprise 
and joy! The faith of that 
grandmother had with-
stood communism and its 
effects for many years. 
She refused to reject God 
and look how God had 
rewarded her—even in 
this life!  
In a third Eastern Euro-
pean nation, a man came 
up to me telling me in his 
language that he was an 
alcoholic. Beaten down, ashamed and seemingly 
helpless, he came to the conference. He listened to 
a talk on holiness of life and the love of God for us. 
He came over to me after the talk, arms raised 
high, shouting in his native tongue that he was free. 
Interpreters and friends followed him crying and 
laughing. The change in him was profoundly ex-
pressed physically. Joy and tears and hope shone 
forth from his face—literally shone. “I believe. I be-
lieve.” 
In Africa, I was asked to listen to a European 
missionary sister who had been kidnapped and 
brutalized by a renegade tribe for several weeks. 
Then she was inexplicably “let go” just before they 
were to kill her. Hospitalized for 
several months, she found that her African 
community would not receive her back since they 
considered rape her own fault. She very simply and 
humbly came to me at a conference and asked us 
to pray that SHE might be able to forgive that rejec-
tion. Even though it went against their cultural 
norms, the community two days later welcomed her 
back and she fully forgave both her brutal captors 
and the hesitation of her own community. “The bur-
den of unforgiveness would destroy me; it is better  

God wants to use us 
all—every one of us. 



 
 
TALK TITLES      # OF CDs ORDERED     TOTAL 
 
 
1.  Examining the Landscape of Service 

Deacon Ralph Poyo, Friday Evening 
     Leave Your Water Jar 
 Michele Harrison, Friday Evening  ________ X $7.00  _________ 
 
2.  Encountering Jesus Again 
 Patti Mansfield, Friday Evening 

Vigil Mass Homily 
 Deacon Ken Golonka, Saturday Afternoon ________ X $7.00  _________ 
 
3.  Praise, the Gift of God 
 Fr. Bob Franco, Saturday Morning  ________ X $4.00  _________ 

 
4.  The Spirit and the Bride Say, Come! 
 Patti Mansfield, Saturday Morning  ________ X $7.00  _________ 
 
5.  Launching into the Worldly Rip Tide 

Deacon Ralph Poyo, Saturday Afternoon ________ X $7.00  _________ 
 
6.  Stories of the New Evengelization - Workshop 
 Patti Mansfield, Saturday Afternoon  ________ X $7.00  _________ 
 
7.  Everyday Service - Workshop 
 Michele TePas Harrison, Saturday Afternoon ________ X $7.00  _________ 
 
 
8.  Entire Set of 7 Conference CD’s   ________ X $42.00  _________ 
 
 
 

       TOTAL ENCLOSED                   ________ 
 
 
 

SHIP TO:  ____________________________   PHONE  ______________________                                                              
 
 
 

       ___________________________________    EMAIL   ____________________________ 
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       ___________________________________ 

 
 
MAIL THIS FORM AND YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO CRM TO BILL DOCKRILL, 9445 REED ROAD, 
NORTH RIDGEVILLE, OH 44039.  ORDERS WILL BE SHIPPED IN APPROXIMATELY 2 TO 3 WEEKS. 
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