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T h e  w a y  w e  l i v e                                                                                                                                                

One of the ways God speaks to his Church is 

very direct. He chooses certain people as his 

witnesses to communicate something which 

is on his heart. Inspired by the Holy Spirit, 

they speak his words to individuals, to 

groups, to communities—even to nations. 

Such prophetic words bring comfort and en-

couragement, they can strengthen, exhort 

and challenge us; they give direction. But to 

be prophetic is not just words, it’s also the 

way we live. We may only occasionally speak 

out prophetically, but our lives are supposed 

to demonstrate to others what God is like.  

Hierarchical and Charismatic                                                                                                                               

Today the Renewal stands humbly at the 

beating heart of the   

A prophetic witness is at the very heart of the 

Charismatic Renewal— without it we cannot 

be faithful to our calling. Each ecclesial 

movement has its own particular service to 

give; our calling is to bring the presence and 

the power of the Holy Spirit into the life of the 

Church everywhere. But we must keep in 

mind Cardinal Suenens’ conviction that to 

interpret the Renewal as a movement among 

other movements is to misunderstand its na-

ture; it’s a movement of the Spirit offered to 

the entire Church and destined to rejuvenate 

every area of her life. We are part of a cur-

rent of grace that lays the foundations upon 

which a dynamic and charismatic life of faith 

can be built. If this is to happen, it’s essential 

that the Renewal retain a prophetic presence 

in the life of the Church. 

* I am the Light of the world. I call you, children, to radiate the light of my love and joy . *Page 4 
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Dear Readers of the Flame, 

 

In late September of this year I made a retreat at The Abbey of 

Our Lady of Gethsemani in Kentucky. It was a “silent, self-

directed” retreat. There was one talk by a monk each day. 

Otherwise, those on retreat were free to celebrate Mass and 

chant the Psalms with the monks. 

 

The monastery bell chimed at 3:00 AM for the first part of the 

Divine Office, which took place fifteen minutes later. The rest 

of the day was punctuated by liturgical prayer and Mass in the 

chapel, as well as personal prayer, reading, napping and walk-

ing on their two square miles of property, much of which is 

undeveloped. 

 

This was a silent retreat, which meant that those making the 

retreat were discouraged from speaking to one another. At 

our orientation we were told, “Silence may be the best possi-

ble gift you can the other people on retreat.” Though our 

meals were taken in common, we were silent. Other than go-

ing to confession, commenting to a monk about one of his 

talks and making a purchase at the gift shop, I kept silent. 

 

However, I did talk with God often throughout the day. I also 

tried to listen to Him. Interestingly enough, the General Prayer 

intention for the month of September by the Holy Father was 

that, in our noisy world, people would again appreciate si-

lence and learn to hear God’s voice. In September, at                 

Gethsemani, I was trying to do that. 

 

Appreciating silence is a great need in our time. From without, 

there are a multitude of voices competing for our attention 

each day. From within, we struggle with our own broken 

drives and self centered thought patterns. Finally, there is the 

tempter, who seeks to influence us toward sin and fear. Si-

lence helps calm the waves of noise that pour over us. Silence 

helps us sort out our thoughts. We begin to discern which 

thoughts are from the world, which ones are from ourselves, 

which ones are from the enemy and which ones are from God. 

 

One afternoon, as I was taking a walk, I reached down into my 

pocket and grasped a small crucifix that I carry. It was at that 

moment that I realized I was thinking about someone in a 

critical manner. As I held the crucifix, I repented of my 

thoughts and prayed for and thanked God for that person. As  

I looked at the crucifix, I thought about Jesus. “Though harshly 

treated, he submitted and did not open his mouth; like a lamb 

led to slaughter or a sheep silent before shearers, he did not 

open his mouth.” (Isaiah 53:7) Yet, when he was asked at his 

trial, “Are you the Messiah, the son of the Blessed One?”…

Jesus answered, “I am; and ‘you will see the Son of Man 

seated at the right hand of the Power and coming with the 

clouds of heaven.’” (Mark 14:61b-62) Jesus knew when to be 

silent and when to speak the truth in love. This grace to know 

when to speak and yet not yield to the provocations of his 

enemies was the fruit of his communion with his Heavenly 

Father. 

 

We are approaching, in some ways, the noisiest time of the 

year. Some of the noise generated by the holidays is good, 

such as the gathering of friends and family. However, much of 

the noise of this time of year is a distraction. The drumbeat of 

“buy, buy, buy”, which permeates the marketplace, can overly 

influence our thoughts and distract us from the Lord. 

 

As we approach the coming celebrations of Thanksgiving and 

Christmas, let us cultivate some time for silence. We need to 

listen to the Word made Flesh, Jesus Christ. Jesus gives us the 

Holy Spirit so that we can hear his ever ancient message anew 

in our day. His voice cuts through the noise of our times and 

leads us to heaven. Let us “…listen to Him.” (Matthew 17:5) 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 

Fr. Bob Franco 

 

PS: I want to thank you for your prayer support of CRM over 

the past year and for your participation in our events in 2013. 

Please pray that, guided and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

we may help many people to “serve the Lord with glad-

ness” (Psalm 100:2) in 2014. 



 

 

TALK TITLES      # OF CDs ORDERED  TOTAL 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

1.  Created in God’s Image:  Being a Vessel for God  ________ X $7.00  _________ 

Jason Solomon, Friday Evening 

     Let Your Light Shine 

 Michele Harrison, Friday Evening    

 

2.  The Glory of God is on the Face of Jesus   ________ X $7.00  _________ 

 Fr. Bill Halbing, Friday Evening     

The Spirit of the Lord is Upon Me – Keynote Address 

 Fr. Bob Franco, Saturday Morning     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

3.  The New Evangelization:  Why Bother?   ________ X $7.00  _________ 

 Ralph Martin, Saturday Morning 

  Saturday Vigil Mass Homily 

Deacon Ken Golonka       

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

4.  The Spirit Makes the Word Live    ________ X $7.00  _________ 

 Fr. Bill Halbing, Saturday Afternoon     

 

5.  Tweeting #Jesus:  What is My Mission - Workshop  ________ X $7.00  _________ 

Jason Solomon, Saturday Afternoon 

 

6.  Everyday Docility:  How to Hear and Act on the   ________ X $7.00  _________ 

     Spirit’s Promptings - Workshop 

 Michele TePas Harrison, Saturday Afternoon    

 

7.  Growing in Union with God - Workshop   ________ X $7.00  _________ 

 Ralph Martin, Saturday Afternoon     

8.  Entire Set of 7 Conference CD’s                                                 ________ X $42.00 _________  

                                                                                                                                                    

       TOTAL ENCLOSED _________ 

   

SHIP TO:  ________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                                                               

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Catholic Renewal Ministries CD Order Form:  The Spirit of the Lord is Upon Me, July 19 & 20, 2013 

Mail this form and your check payable to CRM to Bill Dockrill, 9445 Reed Road 

North Ridgeville, OH 44039. Orders will be shipped in approximately 3 weeks. 



 My children come to Me. 

Come deep into my heart. 

Sit at my feet where I 

will  teach you and equip 

you with my Holy Spirit. I 

am the Light of the world. 

I call you, children, to ra-

diate the light of my love 

and joy to the broken 

hearted, those in darkness 

and those who are lost . 

Bring them to me. I want 

them to experience the 

depth of my love. Know 

that I am with you until 

the end of the age.  

*Banner version Page 1 
**The Distilled Prophetic Word  Proclaimed at 

The 2013 Catholic Charismatic Conference 

 

 

 

 

 

Taste and see the goodness of the LORD! The 
CRM November Traveling Charismatic Masses is 
scheduled for Friday, November 15th, at 7:00 p.m., 
at St. Columbkille, 6740 Broadview Rd., Parma 
44134.  Fr. Jamie Mazanec will be the celebrant.  
Healing prayer teams will be available after mass for 
individual prayer.  For information call Fr. Franco at 
440-327-2201 or the CRM office at 440-944-9445. 
Please check www.crmweb.org for all CRM’s 
events. 

CRM Winter Thaw One Day Mini-Conference will 
be scheduled soon, so please check the Janu-
ary/February 2014 issue of The Flame. CRM will 
host a one-day mini-conference with the theme, 
“Word of God Speak”.  There have been many 
questions over the years as to what exactly the 
word gift charisms are, how to receive them and 
how to use them.  This mini-conference will answer 
those questions and more! Please check our web-
site, www.crmweb.org . 

You are invited to The 2nd Annual Men &  Boys 
Conference: Manning-up: Overcoming Life’s Hur-
dles, sponsored by the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
(Wadsworth)  Men's Prayer Group on November 9, 

2013. Mass will begin at 8:00am, followed by break-
fast and teaching sessions. A working lunch is 
scheduled and  the conference will end at about 
1:30.  Father Mike McCandless, our homilist and 
conference leader, was ordained in 2008 and serves 
our Diocese as the Coordinator of Vocations to Di-
ocesan Priesthood. Our conference theme deals with 
the seven deadly sins. As men in a secular society, 
we all face these hurdles in our lives, but there is 
hope. Father will use the teachings of Pope Francis 
to show us how to deal with these common sins and 
temptations. Save the date, bring high school-aged 
boys and be there. There is limited space register 
early with  Mark Smith, phone 330-606-7195. Regis-
tration costs:  $10 for Men, $5 for boys.  

CRM will host a Charismatic Mass on Friday, 
January 3rd, at 7:00 p.m., at St. Peter Parish, 35777 
Center Ridge Rd., North Ridgeville 44039.  Fr. Bob 
Franco will be the celebrant.  Praise and worship will 
begin at 7:00 and the liturgy will start at 7:30.  Heal-
ing prayer teams will be available after mass for indi-
vidual prayer.  For more information, please contact 
Fr. Franco at 440-327-2201 or CRM at 440-944-
9445.  Come and bring a friend!  This will be a time 
to truly encounter the Lord. 

Sing Praises to God With Joy!  CRM’s Traveling 
Charismatic Mass for January will be held at St. 
Martin of Tours  on Friday, January 31st, at 
7:00p.m.The church is located at 1800 Station Rd., 
Valley City, 44280. Fr. Bob Franco will be the cele-
brant.  Healing prayer teams will be available after 
mass for individual prayer.  For more information, 
please contact Fr. Bob Franco at 440-327-2201, 
CRM at 440-944-9445, or Rose Austin at St. Martin’s 
at 330-483-3808.                                                                           

Evangelize! “The Spirit of the Lord 

is Upon Me” 2013 Charismatic 

Conference CD’s would make 

great Christmas gifts! Please use 

the order form on Page 3 in this 

issue of The Flame. 

THE FLAME IS THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF CATHOLIC  

RENEWAL MINISTRIES FOR THE DIOCESE OF CLEVELAND. 

FR. ROBERT J. FRANCO DIOCESAN LIAISON   

THERESA VIRKLER PUBLISHER & EDITOR  

CATHOLIC RENEWAL MINISTRIES,   28706 EUCLID AVENUE, BOX 4  

WICKLIFFE, OH 44092  440-944-9445 

http://www.crmweb.org/


 

 

 



 
Diocese of Cleveland Charismatic Prayer Meetings 

SUNDAY 
Holy Spirit Charismatic Prayer Group 10:00 a.m.  Denise Calabrese  216-905-0661 
 At Our Lady Chapel  starts with Mass 
 Gilmour Academy, 34001 Cedar Rd., Gates Mills  
Sacred Heart Chapel (Spanish), Lorain 6:00 p.m.  Millie Santiago  440-277-0831 
Sts. Cosmas and Damian, 
 Twinsburg   7:00 p.m.  Jerry Wrobel  330-425-2678 
MONDAY 
Gesu, University Heights   7:30 p.m.  Pete Ciccotti  216-932-0198 
New Life Prayer Group, St. Anthony,  8:00 p.m.  Cheryl Slater  440-933-4890 
 Lorain 
St. Mary, Hudson    7:30 p.m.  Ryeo Kim  234-380-1457 
TUESDAY 
Fire of the Spirit, St. Michael Parish  7:30 p.m.  Nancy Dockrill  440-748-2420 
 Independence   1

st
 Tuesday 

Our Lady of Angels, Cleveland  7:30 p.m.  Robin Richards  440-892-3910 
St. Hilary, Fairlawn   7:00 p.m.  James McGuire  330-612-5969 
        Mary Kaye Jeanmaire 330-666-6526 
St. Thomas More, Brooklyn  7:30 p.m.  Peggy Hovan  216-749-1787 
 Church Library 
WEDNESDAY 
Sacred Heart Chapel (English), Lorain 7:30 p.m.  Rick Morsher  440-277-6199 
Sacred Heart, Oberlin   7:30   Joe & Sue Palmieri 440-774-1191 
     1st Wednesday 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Wadsworth  7:00   Jeff Flaherty  330-336-3049* 
 Andes Room, Church  4

th
 Wednesday      

 Basement 
St. Brendan, North Olmsted  8:00 p.m.  Rich Zentkovich  440-236-6070 
St. Martin of Tours, Valley City  7:00 p.m.  Rose Austin  330-483-3435 
     2

nd
 & 4

th
 Wednesday 

Women’s Prayer Group   7:30 p.m.  Beverly Olsin  440-461-2259 
 Meets in Highland Hts 
 Please call leader for information 
THURSDAY 
Families in Christ Jesus   8:00 p.m.  Arch & Marlyn Tunnell 440-442-7538 
 St. William School, Euclid 1

st
 Thursday 

Holy Family, Stow   7:30 p.m.  Jim Tanzosh  330-688-1020 
 Have 1

st
 Sunday Healing Service also 

BLD Covenant Community   7:30 p.m.  Lito and Lulu  440-724-8028 
 Mary, Queen of Peace Church, Cleveland   Gregorio 
 Healing Mass on the last Thursday of each month 
St. Michael, Cleveland   7:00 p.m.  Ricardo Perez  216-861-6297* 
FRIDAY 
La Sagrada Familia, Cleveland  7:00 p.m.  Miguel Miranda  216-631-2888* 
Little Way Prayer Group   7:30 p.m.  Dave Byrer  330-497-9907 
 Queen of Heaven, Green 1

st
 and 3

rd
 Friday 

St. John Bosco, Parma Heights  7:30 p.m.  Eleanor Happy  440-888-1305 
         
Holy Spirit Charismatic Prayer Group 5:30 p.m.  Denise Calabrese  216-905-0661 

St. Ann’s Shrine   1
st
 Friday 

5384 Wilson Mills Rd., Highland Heights 
VARIABLE 
Sacred Heart, Wadsworth  alternates Th & F   Shannon Shrock  330-658-3077 

meets at 1077 Eastern Rd . 9:00 a.m. 
Wadsworth 

HOME-BASED CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES 
St. Anthony Community      Bonnie Bobrowski 440-543-8491 
St. Pio Community      Gayle Carroll  440-428-4648 
 
INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUPS 
Little Flock of Jesus Prayer Group  7:00 p.m.  Sister Regina  216-431-1895 
 St. Paul’s Shrine 
 Downtown Cleveland 
St. Patrick, Wellington   7:00 p.m.  Jim Davidson  440-647-3979 
     Tuesday 

        *Indicates Church Phone Number 
 



Continued From Page 1   

Church. Any who doubt this have only to read 

what Popes Paul VI, John Paul II and Benedict 

XVI have said about the Catholic Charismatic 

Renewal. I number myself among those who 

have worked hard for this acceptance, and while 

I don’t regret it for a moment, I know that it pre-

sents us with some very real challenges. At the 

meeting of Pope John Paul II with the new 

movements and ecclesial communities on the 

eve of Pentecost 1998, we were publicly as-

sured that the Church is both hierarchical and 

charismatic. But while these two dimensions are 

co-essential to the life of the Church, history tells 

us they are often uncomfortable with each other. 

This tension is healthy and spiritually life-giving, 

and we must therefore avoid the temptation to 

play down our charismatic and prophetic dimen-

sion.     

Danger of compromise                                                                                                                                                             

One of the biggest dangers we face today is 

compromise—trying to make ourselves more ac-

ceptable by speaking less about those things 

that make some people uncomfortable. What are 

those things? They are the charisms of the 

Spirit, and in particular tongues and prophecy. 

I’m often invited to speak at Life in the Spirit 

Seminars, but sometimes I’m asked to avoid 

talking about the gift of tongues, about words of 

knowledge and prophecy. Such restrictions 

would prevent me from being charismatic and 

prophetic—I always resist them. It seems that 

the fruit of the Spirit is very acceptable, but not 

his gifts. People mistakenly try to stay in control, 

when what they should really do is to let God 

take control and do whatever he wants.  

Losing the Gifts?                                                                                                                                                     

A mistake we ourselves sometimes make is to 

put in place all kinds of filtering systems for any-

thing prophetic. We do this to protect people  

                                                                                 

against things that are not from God (1 Cor 

14:29), but we risk taking away the impact we 

feel when God speaks his word spontaneously 

through an anointed prophet. Let’s keep in mind 

that it is just as wrong to limit the Holy Spirit’s 

freedom to speak as it is to accept everything 

without any testing and discernment. Is our over

-caution and tendency to compromise the rea-

son the charisms are being less and less taught 

and used in our gatherings? We need to face 

the fact that if we lose the gifts, the Renewal will 

lack supernatural power. We must never allow 

this to happen—we must always be a charis-

matic and prophetic people. 

Staying faithful to our calling  

It’s not easy to be prophets for God in word and 

deed, but let me exhort all of us to stay faithful 

to our calling. The power of the Spirit is vital in 

every part of the Church’s life, especially in es-

sential initiatives like the New Evangelization. 

Let’s make sure that the charisms of the Holy 

Spirit do not fall into disuse again because 

we’re unwilling to step out in faith and take 

risks. It’s our responsibility to preserve the pro-

phetic spirit of the Charismatic Renewal—we 

are called to be a prophetic people and we 

must remain faithful to that call. The supernatu-

ral power evident when our words and actions 

are prophetic brings people face to face with 

God’s truth. That’s why our charism is so much 

needed in the Church today. When we do our 

part, we can safely leave everything else in 

God’s hands. 

A past President of ICCRS, Charles Whitehead 

is a Life Member of the English NSC and is 

Chairman of the ecumenical International Char-

ismatic Consultation.  
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