
places; we were meant to ascend to 
unimaginable heights. Encounter happens on 
Mount Carmel, Mount Sinai and, yes, even 
Calvary’s mount. If Zacchaeus would climb a 
tree to see Jesus, how much more should we 
be driven to deeper, more meaningful times in 
prayer and adoration? Every day our cry 
should be: “I will see Jesus!” How sad it will be 
for some believers to reach the end of their 
lives and say, like Jacob, “Surely the Lord was 
in this place (at Mass, in the prayer meeting, or 
in my personal prayer time) and I did not 
know it” (Gen 28:16). But how wonderful it will 
be for those who can say with Jacob the very 
next verse: “How awesome is this place. This is 
none other than the house of God and this is 
the gate of heaven” (Gen 28:17).  

Think of it, spread out before us spiritually, 
well beyond our physical boundaries, as a 
banquet table to which we are invited to sit 
with the Lamb of God. Imagine God and us at 
table together! It is a feast set for all of us who 
ultimately hunger and thirst to be changed 
into the glory of Christ’s image. Every day we 
are invited to join him through prayer. That is, 
to be in his most holy presence, to be in awe 
of him. Imagine us being mere candles in the 
    Continued on Page 7
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At break of day, as heavenward                    
The pious monks of St. Bernard                     
Uttered the oft-repeated prayer. 

A voice cried through the startled air, Excelsior! 

Henry Wordsworth Longfellow 

“Ascent” most aptly describes the enormous 
challenge we face as Christians. It is in 
making the ascent that we are ennobled and 
inspired to be Christlike. Every day we are 
either moving onward and upward to the 
Father or we are sinking into the status quo. 
There is no middle ground for us. Our 
worship, both personal and communal, must 
be upward bound. I think the songs of ascent 
(Ps 120-134), the Sermon on the Mount, the 
Transfiguration and the Upper Room are 
metaphors for disciples, like us, who want to 
be Christlike. We want our relationship with 
the Lord to reach the summit. As God’s 
people ascended Mt. Zion with joyous 
singing of the psalms so must we. Somehow I 
don’t think “slogging to Mount Zion” is what 
the Lord has in mind for us. 

We should be dissatisfied with conventional 
Christian living. We were built for the higher
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Dear Readers of the Flame,

Pentecost is the third greatest feast on the Roman Catholic 
liturgical calendar. Right behind Christmas and Easter, 
Pentecost is the last great in-breaking of God before the 
return of Jesus Christ. The coming of the Holy Spirit on 
Pentecost began the mission of the Church. Everything we 
do now is supposed to be done in the Holy Spirit. It is how 
we are supposed to live.

I recently completed a five-week bible study on the Holy 
Spirit for my parish. We studied biblical images of the Holy 
Spirit, titles and works of the Spirit, fruits of the Holy Spirit, 
gifts of the Spirit and how to receive the Holy Spirit. A 
number of things struck me as I gave these bible teachings 
on the Holy Spirit. One was that the Holy Spirit is One who 
convicts and convinces people of the reality of Jesus Christ. 
From the gospel of John:
But I tell you the truth, it is better for you that I go. For if I 
don’t go, the Advocate will not come to you. But if I go, I will 
send him to you. And he will convict the world in regard to 
sin and righteousness and condemnation: sin because they 
do not believe in me; righteousness because I am going to 
the Father, and you will no longer see me; condemnation, 
because the ruler of this world has been condemned. (John 
16:7-11) 

We see this working of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost. 
Peter ended his preaching by boldly stating, “…let the whole 
house of Israel know for certain that God has him both Lord 
and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” (Acts 2:36) 
And what was the response to this unambiguous message? 
“…they were cut to the heart, and they asked, ‘What are we 
to do, my brothers?” (Acts 2:37) Of course Peter summoned 
them to repent, be baptized and to receive the Holy Spirit.

It was the power of the Spirit working through Peter that cut 
to the heart of his hearers that Pentecost. Peter boldly 
proclaimed the message. However, the Spirit worked in the 
minds and hearts of the hearers. 

Another thing that impressed me in my recent bible study on 
the Holy Spirit was the variety of gifts of the Spirit. Most of us 
can recall the lists of the gifts of the Spirit in the New 
Testament: I Corinthians 12:4-11, Romans 12:3-8, Ephesians 
4:11-12; I Peter 4:11. And these lists are not exhaustive. I 
Corinthians 7:7 implies that marriage and celibacy are both 
gifts. The Holy Spirit gives gifts not listed in the New 
Testament. As I pondered this variety of gifts, some 
supernatural and others seemingly ordinary but effective, it 
occurred to me that the Lord wants to equip the Church to 
proclaim the gospel in a variety of ways so as to reach as 
many people as possible for Christ.

Some people will be evangelized through apologetics. Others 
will be evangelized through signs and wonders. Still others will 
be drawn to Christ through a neighbor’s good works done in 
the name of the Lord. And yet others will be converted through 
powerful preaching. The Holy Spirit gives the Body of Christ 
what it needs to make Jesus Christ known and loved in every 
age.

Let us approach Pentecost this year with expectant faith asking 
that we be equipped in a fresh manner to proclaim that Jesus 
Christ is Lord. In my Partners in Renewal letter for April I 
referred to Cardinal Wuerl’s comment about the “tsunami of 
secularism”. Many basic convictions about life (the dignity of 
the human person, the truth about marriage) have been 
washed out of our society’s thinking. In that letter I mentioned 
that we need a tidal wave of the Spirit to bring us back to Christ 
(words also used by Dr. Mary Healy.)

However, I do not see this tidal wave of the Spirit coming 
without the every believer using their Spirit-given gifts to 
proclaim Jesus Christ. It is when we are armed with a 
missionary mindset and the gifts of the Spirit that we will give 
clear witness to the Lord Jesus. And whether our witness is 
welcomed or not, may God give us the courage to lovingly 
stand for the Lord.

Come Holy Spirit!

In Christ,

Fr. Bob Franco

PS: I hope to see you at the Pentecost Mass on May 20th at St. 
Hilary Parish in Fairlawn, Ohio. Praise and worship begins at 2:00 
p.m. The Mass itself will begin around 2:30 PM. Also, our 
charismatic conference will be on Friday and Saturday, July 20-21. 
Details are in this edition of The Flame.

PPS: I will be leading a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, October21-30, 
2018. For more information please see: www.pilgrimages.com/
frfranco.
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Sunday, May 20th 
2:00 p.m.  

Praise & worship                                
Prayer for a New Outpouring of the Holy Spirit 

2:30 p.m.  
Pentecost Mass begins 

“The Holy Spirit turns into joy whatever he touches.”  
    —St Seraphim of Sarov

St. Hilary Church 
2750 West Market Street  

Fairlawn, OH 44333

   
All are welcome to the Pentecost Mass Celebration. 

Please, feel free to welcome family & friends. 

Following Mass there will be an opportunity  
for individual healing prayer in rooms 1 & 2. 

Join us for fellowship after Mass  
in the St. Hilary Gathering Area. 

For more information please contact 
Fr. Bob Franco at 440-327-2201 or CRM at 440-944-9445.  

Catholic Renewal Ministries 

—2018— 
Pentecost Mass Celebration



First Fridays at Francis is a young adult ministry that meets 
every First Friday of the month, from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m., at St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Gates Mills.  Be part 
of an AMAZING evening of praise, worship and adoration 
of our Lord present in the Eucharist.  A social will follow.  
The church is located at 6850 Mayfield Rd., Gates Mills 
44040.  

Come Holy Spirit, Come! Catholic Renewal Ministries’ 
Annual Pentecost Mass Celebration, Sunday, May 20th, 
will be held at St. Hilary Parish, 2750 West Market Street, 
Fairlawn, OH 44333.  The celebration will begin at 2:00 
p.m. with praise & worship and prayer for a New 
Outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  Mass will begin at 2:30 p.m.  
with Fr. Bob Franco as the celebrant.  All are welcome to 
the Pentecost Mass Celebration. Please feel free to 
welcome family & friends. Following Mass there will be an 
opportunity for individual healing prayer in Rooms 1 & 2. 
Please join us too,  for fellowship after Mass in the St. Hilary 
Gathering Area. For more information, please contact Fr. 
Bob Franco at 440-327-2201 or CRM at 440-944-9445. 
“The Holy Spirit turns into joy whatever He touches.”-St. 
Seraphim of Sarov Come with expectant faith, be filled and 
go forth in power! 

Mary, Queen of Heaven and Earth Chapter of Magnificat, a 
women’s ministry modeled after the Visitation, invites you 
to a Breakfast Saturday, June 16th at Walsh University, 
Barrette Center, 2020 East Maple Street, North Canton. 
Join us in a special time of fellowship and sharing. Jackie 
France will be the guest speaker. Make $18 checks 
payable to “Magnificat of Stark County” and send to Sue 
Wechter, 7690 Fox Run Ave. NW, North Canton 44720 
Seating is limited, so plan on getting your reservations  in 
early. Reservations cannot be accepted after June 9th. 
There will be open seating, and the doors open at 8:30 
a.m. with breakfast at 9:00 a.m. There will be an optional 
Mass at 8:00 a.m. in Our Lady of Perpetual Help Chapel at 
Walsh University. For further information call Joan Spieth at 
330-933-8778.   

All are welcome to attend an evening of praise and 
worship with Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction at St. 
Thomas More Church.  Come, bring a friend, on the fourth 
Friday of each month, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  The church is 
located at 4170 North Amber Dr., Brooklyn 44144. Nellie 
Cruz Krawczynski is the music leader for the evening. 

See  WWW.CRMWEB.ORG  for all Event Updates! 

Renewal  Min i s t r i e s  Even t s  

W h o ?  “ G e n e ro u s  H e a r t s ”  m a k e  a  d i f f e re n c e.   

W h at ?  Yo u r  h e l p  i s  n e e d e d  fo r  t h e  2 0 1 8  C R M  C o n f e re n c e.  

W h e n ?  C o n f e re n c e  d a t e s  a re  Ju l y  2 0  t h  &  2 1 s t  2 0 1 8 .   

W h e re ?  Jo i n  u s  i n  Ro c k y  R i ve r,  O h i o  a t  M a g n i f i c a t  H i g h  S ch o o l .  

W hy ?  T h e  m i n i s t r y  o f  s e r v i c e  i s  i m m e a s u r a b l e  t o  t h o s e  i n  n e e d  a n d  t h o s e  wh o  s e r ve.  

Fo r  m o re  i n fo r m at i o n  a n d  t o  vo l u n t e e r  p l e a s e  c a l l  M a r y  Ko e h l e r  a t  2 1 6 - 6 7 6 - 5 1 2 1 .  

Yo u r  h e l p  wo u l d  b e  a n  a n s we re d  p r aye r  i n  a re a s  o f  ex t r e m e  n e e d  fo r  s e t - u p  Fr i d ay  

a f t e r n o o n  a n d  t e a r - d ow n  o n  S a t u rd ay  eve n i n g.  Vo l u n t e e r i n g  i n  t h i s  c a p a c i t y  a s s u re s   

yo u  w i l l  n o t  m i s s  a  m o m e n t  o f  t h e   c o n f e re n c e !  

Let Your Light Shine!

“Receive and Rejoice in the Holy Spirit Conference - Volunteers Needed  “     

2 0 1 8  C A T H O L I C  R E N E W A L  M I N I S T R I E S  3 6 t h  A N N U A L  C O N F E R E N C E  

http://WWW.CRMWEB.ORG
http://WWW.CRMWEB.ORG






Continued from Page 1 

the face of a full sun! I heard it put this 
way once: we are invited to “an eternal 
and uproarious banquet.” 

And so I find it well to come 
For deeper rest to this still room 
For here the habit of the soul 
Feels less the outer world’s control 
And from the silence multiplied 
By these still forms on either side, 
The world that time and sense have known 
Falls off and leaves us God alone. 

John Greenleaf Whittier 

Prayer, in all of its forms, from quiet 
meditation to festal shouts, is never 
laborious; it is blessed communion with 
Almighty God who engages us beyond 
our flesh and beckons us to rise and 
meet him. Climbing is our way to 

perfection. Clawing every inch of the 
way to get into the heart of God is 
sometimes necessary. “Going up” 
requires hard work, spiritual discipline 
and a steady effort as we are going 
against gravity and our many petty 
inclinations. 

Worship is the pivotal action that shifts 
us from earth to heaven. We are 
propelled by the Holy Spirit in our drive 
to find Christ. The Holy Spirit makes us 
spiritually hungry for him. The Holy 
Spirit drives us in need to be in his 
presence. However, great care must be 
taken as Christlikeness is habit-forming. 
Once you have tasted it, you will want 
much more. ◆ 
Tom Mangan is the former senior 
coordinator of the People of God 
Community in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
Tom is a member of the NSC. 
Printed with permission Pentecost Today 
Spring 2015 Volume 40 Number 2. 
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