
A Jubilee is a time to rejoice and celebrate, but 
also a time to look back on what we have learned 
over the last 50 years of Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal. Here are some ideas concerning 
important things that we have learned, and that 
we need to remember and apply, so that we can 
grow in wisdom and maturity in serving God’s 
purposes for us as a “current of grace,” and as an 
Ecclesial Movement in the Church: 

+ Catholic Charismatic Renewal needs to 
understand itself as both a “current of grace” and 
“an ecclesial movement”: It is important to be 
open to both special outpourings of grace (revival 
graces), and step by step building with the Lord 
led by the Holy Spirit. In the Acts of the Apostles 
we see the Holy Spirit working in both of these 
ways in the early Church. The whole Charismatic 
Renewal Movement is a “charism” for the Church. 
We are to be a reminder in the Church of the 
importance of baptism in the Holy Spirit, the full 
use of the charisms, and the full role of the Holy 
Spirit. We are more powerful in the Holy Spirit, 
and receive special graces for our mission, when 
we stay united with the International, National and 
Diocesan Offices (Centers, Leadership Teams) for 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal, rather than staying 
isolated in our groups or ministries. 

+ We need to integrate being both “fully 
Catholic” and “fully charismatic”: Recent popes 
have called us not to lose our “prophetic” call to 
remind the Church to be open to all the workings 
of the Holy Spirit; to live a fully charismatic life. We
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need the use of all the charisms used in a mature 
and tested way. Also, we need to grow in the 
knowledge of our Catholic faith so we can integrate 
charismatic experiences with all of the Catholic 
faith. 

+ We need an “experience” of baptism in the 
Spirit, but also a “lifestyle” in the Spirit: Pope 
Francis has confirmed that baptism in the Spirit is 
meant for the whole Church. We need to reach out 
to everyone through Life in the Spirit Seminars and 
other ways of leading people to baptism in the 
Spirit. At the same time we seek to be a reminder in 
the Church of the “full role” of the Holy Spirit which 
includes the four areas of: Union with God; 
Transformation for Holiness; Ministry Empowered 
by the Charisms; Building Community. Our 
relationship with the Holy Spirit should influence 
every part of our lives. We need to build on initial 
experiences of the Holy Spirit to live a daily life in 
union with the Holy Spirit, our Advocate.  

+ We need a unity of mind and heart to accomplish 
fully God’s purpose for Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal: We need a heart for unity, building 
community, and ecumenism. This includes 
reconciling with people and groups in Charismatic 
Renewal when there have been hurts, and working 
together in our common calling. This also includes 
unity with the International Renewal and among the 
various expressions of the Renewal in prayer 
groups, covenant communities and ethnic groups. 
We need to teach better the value of being a 
committed, ongoing member of a prayer and faith 
sharing group.         Continued on Page 6



May & June, 2017

Dear Readers of the Flame,

Our walk with the Lord begins with a 
prayer something like, “You are God and 
I am not!” This prayer overturns our 
tendency to run our lives. The Lord 
knows what he is about. It is our task to 
discover his ways and do his will. The 
Lord is God and we are not!

In this year of Jubilee for the charismatic 
renewal, I am taking some time to 
ponder what God is doing in our time. 
Here a re th ree aspec ts o f the 
charismatic renewal that I believe tie into 
what God is doing.

The origins of this modern charismatic 
renewal flow from the famed Duquesne 
Weekend, February 17-19, 1967. 
However, the real origins of this modern 
renewal stretch to the turn of the 
century. I wrote of some of these things 
in my January/February letter: Blessed 
Elena Guerra and her prayer crusade to 
the Holy Spirit, Rev. Parham (a 
Protestant minister) and the Topeka, 
Kansas experience of speaking in 
tongues, and Vatican II, which prayed 
for a New Pentecost and described the 
charisms in its documents.

These seeds of the modern charismatic 
renewal tell us that God answers 
intercessory prayers. The Lord works in

those who are open, both Catholic and 
non-Catholic Christians.  And our 
response to what God is doing means 
that we need to pray, love all Christians 
and be completely Catholic at the same 
time!

The experience of the charismatic 
renewal is both intense and authentic. 
Though experiences vary when people 
are prayed with for the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit, these experiences are often 
intense. They are l i fe changing. 
Authenticity is revealed in two ways. 
People bear the fruit of the Holy Spirit: 
love, joy and peace. They also manifest a 
“love of truth” (II Thessalonians 2:10) - 
the truth of our faith and of how to relate 
to God, others and the world. People who 
have this intense encounter with the Lord 
most often do not seek out more intense 
experiences of God. They simply seek 
God.

I believe this intense and authentic 
experience of the power of the Holy Spirit 
tells us that God wants us to experience 
Himself. We need to be open to this. We



do not rashly seek experiences of God. 
However, we do not write them off either. 
We also need to foster a love of the truth 
in our lives. God wants us to know the 
truth because the truth will set us free. 
(John 8:32)

The charisms (spiritual gifts) mani-
fested in this renewal are both powerful 
and purposeful. The Lord heals the sick. 
He speaks words of encouragement that 
restore hope. The Lord guides us 
supernaturally and rationally. He gives us 
the wisdom and discernment to sort out 
this guidance. The Lord gives us these 
gifts for a purpose: to equip the Church to 
fulfill its mission.

Our response to God’s initiative is to 
“strive eagerly for the greatest spiritual 
gifts.” If we are going to go with the flow 
of his plan, we need the power and gifts 
of the Holy Spirit.

To sum up: we strive to fit in with what 
God is doing. His work is within and 
beyond the Catholic Church. (Could it be 
he is making us the answer to Christ’s 
prayer - that they may all be one - John 
17:21?) The Lord wants us to experience 
him and his truth, living in the power and 
charisms of the Holy Spirit in order to 
fulfill the mission Jesus Christ left us. 
( Matthew 28:19-20- make disciples!!! )

Is the charismatic renewal the whole 
of God’s plan? No. God’s plan is 
revealed in Jesus Christ through the

Church. It includes: doctrine, sacraments, 
sa in ts , movements , i ns t i t u t i ons , 
apparitions, care for the needy, a call to 
social justice and much more. However, 
without charismatic renewal the 
Church would sorely be lacking. The 
power and gifts of the Holy Spirit equip 
the Church to evangelize. They also give 
us another avenue to seek unity.

As I end this reflection, I want to warmly 
invite you to our annual Pentecost Mass. 
This year Ss. Cosmas and Damian 
Parish (Twinsburg, OH) will host the 
Mass at 2:00 PM on Sunday, June 4th. 
Healing prayer and refreshments will 
follow. I also invite you to the Diocese of 
Cleveland 35th Annual Charismatic 
Conference aptly entitled, Fount of Life, 
Fire of Love, July 14-15 at Magnificat 
High School. Please see the brochure in 
this issue of the Flame. Both the 
Pentecost Mass and Conference will 
refresh you and reignite the flame of the 
Spirit in your life.

This treasure called the charismatic 
renewal is a gift of God for our trying and 
confusing times. The Lord is God! Let us 
fit into what God is doing.

Sincerely in Christ,

Fr. Bob Franco



First Fridays at Francis is a young adult ministry that meets 
every first Friday of the month, from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30p.m., 
at St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Gates Mills. Be part of an 
AMAZING evening of praise and worship and adoration of 
our Lord, present in the Eucharist.  A social will follow.  The 
church is located at 6850 Mayfield Rd., Gates Mills 44040.  

Catholic Renewal Ministries will host a Charismatic Mass on 
Friday, May 12th, at 7:00 p.m., at St. Gabriel Church, 9925 
Johnnycake Ridge Rd., Mentor 44060.  Fr. Jeremy 
Merzweiler will be the celebrant.  Praise and worship will 
begin at 7:00 and the liturgy will start at 7:30.  Healing 
prayer teams will be available after mass for individual 
prayer.  For more information, please contact Fr. Franco at 
440-327-2201 or CRM at 440-944-9445.  Come and bring a 
friend!  This will be a time to truly encounter the Lord. 

“Jesus is the same, yesterday and today, and forever” Heb. 
13:8.  He is healing people in our time as surely as He did 
2,000 years ago. Come to the Healing Mass, Sunday, May 
21st, at Ss. Cosmas & Damian Church at 7:00 p.m. Fr. 
Michael Stalla, Pastor, will celebrate this mass and lead 
Healing Prayer.  The church is located at 10419 Ravenna Rd. 
in Twinsburg 44087.  For more information, contact Grace 
or Jerry Wrobel at 330-425-2678. 

Celebrate Pentecost Vigil at Sacred Heart Chapel at the 
Center for Pastoral Leadership on Saturday, June 3rd 
starting at 7:00 p.m.  The program called ADORE will be 
celebrated in the fullness of the Holy Spirit in the presence 
of the Blessed Sacrament.  The Families in Christ Jesus 
Youth worship team will lead the praise and worship.  The 
Center for Pastoral Leadership is located at 28700 Euclid  
Ave., Wickliffe 44092. For information contact CRM at 
440-944-9445. Experience the Holy Spirit on the eve of the 
birthday of the Church.  All ages are encouraged to attend. 

During this 50th Anniversary of Charismatic Renewal, CRM 
will host a Pentecost Mass Celebration, Sunday, June 4th, 
at Ss. Cosmas and Damian Church,10419 Ravenna Rd., 
Twinsburg 44087.  The celebration will start at 2:00 p.m. 
with praise and worship, and a time of prayer for a new 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Mass will begin at 
approximately 3:00 p.m. Fr. Bob Franco will be the 
celebrant and Fr. Michael Stalla will be the homilist. 
Individual healing prayer and fellowship will follow Mass. 
For information contact Fr. Bob Franco at 440-327-2201 or 
CRM at 440-944-9445. 

All are welcome to attend an evening of praise and  
worship with Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction at St. 
Thomas More Church.  Come, bring a friend, on the fourth 
Friday of each month, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  The church is 
located at 4170 North Amber Dr., Brooklyn 44144. Nellie 
Cruz Krawczynski is the music leader for the evening.  
        
Mary, Queen of Heaven and Earth Chapter of Magnificat, a 
women’s ministry modeled after the Visitation, invites you to 
a breakfast Saturday, June 10th, at Walsh University, Barrette 
Center, 2020 E. Maple St., North Canton.  Join us in a special 
time of fellowship and sharing.  Mary Tohill will be the guest 
speaker. Cost is $18, payable to “Magnificat of Stark County.” 
Send to Debby Bentivegna, 5575 East Blvd. NW, Canton, OH 
44718. No Reservations after June 3rd. There will be open 
seating. Doors open at 8:30 a.m. with breakfast at 9:00 a.m. 
Mass at 8:00 a.m. in Our Lady of Perpetual Help Chapel, 
Walsh University is available. For information call Shirley 
DeOrio at 614-620-3169. 

Catholic Renewal Ministries’ Traveling Charismatic Mass for 
June will be held in the chapel at St. John Vianney Church, 
7575 Bellflower Rd., Mentor, 44060, on Friday, June 30th.  
Praise and Worship will begin at 7:00 p.m. and the liturgy 
will start at 7:30 p.m.  Fr. Bob Franco will be the celebrant.  
Healing prayer teams will be available after Mass for 
individual prayer, and there will also be a social after Mass. 
For information, contact Fr. Franco at 440-327-2201 or CRM 
at 440-944-9445. Come and bring a friend!    

CRM’s 35th Annual Conference will be held on July 14th & 
15th at Magnificat High School, Rocky River, OH. This year’s 
theme is “Fount of Life, Fire of Love.”  The conference 
opens on Friday at 7:00 p.m. Speakers include Mark Nimo, 
Lavinia Spirito, Fr. Bob Franco, Chris and Becky Roach, Dr. 
Ed Parisi, Abbot Gary Hoover, Dr. Phil Gigliotti, and Fr. 
Patrick Schultz. For information contact Shirley or Tom 
Fumich at 440-610-6604 or visit www.crmweb.org.  Advance 

registration postmarked by July 6th is $30, at the door $35.     

Renewal Ministries Events 
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Catholic Renewal Ministries Invites All to  Celebrate Pentecost During This 50th  Year of Charismatic Renewal 

Pentecost Mass Celebration 
Sunday, June 4, 2017, 2:00 p.m.

SS. Cosmas and Damian Church 
10419 Ravenna Road,                                   

Twinsburg, Ohio  44087

2:00 p.m.  
Praise &Worship and Prayer for A New Outpouring of the Holy Spirit 

3:00 p.m. 
Mass Begins, Fr. Bob Franco, Celebrant, Fr. Michael Stalla, Homilist 

Following Mass 
Individual Healing Prayer and Fellowship 

ForMore Information 
Fr. Bob Franco 440-327-2201  or Catholic Renewal Ministries at 440-944-9445 

www.crmweb.org

“…and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.”    Romans 5:5

http://www.crmweb.org
http://www.crmweb.org


Continued From Page 1                                        
Being an active part of a community of faith and prayer is 
essential for full life in the Spirit. Finally, as Pope Francis 
has affirmed, seeking Christian unity is a foundational part 
of the gift that Charismatic Renewal is meant to be in the 
Church. We cannot lose this emphasis. 

+ We need the full, mature, and discerned use of the 
charisms (spiritual gifts): Some of our groups show little 
use of the charisms, and in other places the gifts do not 
come under enough community discernment/testing. We 
need to understand how charisms are to be part of our 
daily life and parish life. We need to teach about the 
charisms more consistently and pray with people to stir up 
the gifts. We are not meant to be serving the Lord only 
with our own power, love and wisdom. Our ministry is 
meant to be a manifestation of the presence and power of 
the Holy Spirit through the use of spiritual gifts. We are 
called to be open to all the gifts. This includes gifts of 
service, evangelization, building community, healing, faith, 
spiritual warfare, empowerment, teaching/preaching, 
tongues, prophetic messages, etc.  

+ Our teaching needs to include inspiration, 
education, and practical wisdom: Sometimes we have 
focused so much in our groups and conferences on 
inspiration that we do not have good roots from 
education and practical wisdom.The Holy Spirit is the 
prophetic Spirit, the Spirit of Truth leading us into all

truth , and  the  Spirit  of   Wisdom.   We need  training 
(education)  for  ongoing  leadership  development in our 
groups, including  approaches  to  raising up new leaders, 
and building leadership teams. 

+ We cannot lose the importance of praise and 
worship: We need to go beyond singing praise hymns to 
having a regular practice and attitude of praising God in 
our personal lives and in our groups. Some of our groups 
sing praise songs, but have little spontaneous, 
vocal praise. The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
(#2639) teaches us that praise is the type of prayer that 
most opens us to the Holy Spirit. Praise opens us to the 
gifts of the Spirit, especially the prophetic gifts.  
       
+ Boldness prayer more than protection prayer: In Acts 
4 when the Church is being persecuted they do not pray 
first for protection, but pray that they would have even 
greater boldness in proclaiming Jesus and seeing the 
Holy Spirit confirm the word with signs and wonders. At 
times we have gotten too focused on wanting God to 
protect us, rather than wanting to go forward boldly with 
the Lord. Lord, free us from our fears and timidity. May we 
serve the Lord’s purposes for Charismatic Renewal with 
the proper integration of boldness and wisdom. ◆ 

Used with permission form Pentecost Today Winter 2017/
Special Golden Jubilee Issue. Volume 42  Number 1.

Healing Mass 
Sunday, May21, 2017, 7:00 p.m. 

Ss. Cosmas & Damian Church 

10419 Ravenna Road 

Twinsburg, Ohio 44087  

Celebrant Fr. Michael Stalla  

For More Information Contact 

Grace & Jerry Wrobel 

330-425-2678 



Friday, May 12th, 7:00 p.m.  
St. Gabriel  Church,                                        

Fr. Jeremy Merzweiler Celebrant 
9925 Johmnycake Ridge Rd. 

Mentor, Ohio 44060 

Healing Prayer & Fellowship After Mass 
For Information Call : Fr. Bob Franco at 440-327-2201 + Catholic Renewal Ministries at 440-944-9445

Catholic Renewal Ministries Traveling Charismatic Masses 
Praise & Worship 7:00 p.m. +  Liturgy 7:30 p.m. 

Friday, June 30th, 7:00 p.m.  
St. John Vianney Church 
Fr. Bob Franco Celebrant 

7575 Bellflower Rd.   
Mentor, Ohio 44060
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