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Charisms: A Key to Unity, 
Community, Commitment 
and Evangelization 

After prayer, we were moved to 
invite the members of the com-
munity to take a spiritual                                       
gifts inventory and to also fill 
out a reflective questionnaire 
on how they experience the 
call of God in their lives and 
how they experience the char-
ismatic gifts (e.g. words of wis-
dom, knowledge, prophecy, 
etc.) both at the prayer meeting 
and elsewhere. Most did. They 
were each interviewed by a 
team of 3-4 members of our 
pastoral team, and here are the 
results. 

By their sharing the results 
of the inventory and questionnaire with the 
team, we were able to help them identify and 
appreciate their service charisms (e.g. hospital-
ity, administration, service, encouragement, 
teaching, etc.) and to get to know them in a 
much deeper way. To see their joy in this discov-
ery was truly awesome.                                                        

                                                                           
We found that most were experiencing the 
charismatic gifts (e.g. words of knowledge, 

prophecy, etc.) but many were either afraid to 
use them due to fear of rejection or being 
wrong, or were overanalyzing them (e.g. is it 
God or is it me?) They needed to discuss these  
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We were doing good things, 
but were they the good things 
that God wanted us to do? 
Were we asking him   to bless 
our work or to bless us to do 
his work? 

Our prayer community had 
been in existence for 27 years 
and had done good work, but 
a year ago at a leaders’ re-

treat he called us up short. 
The message was, “Turn to a 

new blank page.” We were to 

give the prayer meeting over 
entirely to him, and to con-
centrate more on praise and 
worship and less on formal 
teaching—to allow the 
charisms to energize the 
meeting, to let “God be God.” 

So then what? Well, it became clear that we 
were not well positioned to do even that. Some-
thing was lacking, something was needed, but 
what? 

Then, in this Year of Faith, the door to under-
standing was opened. We needed to return to 
the basics, to our first love, to the absolute com-
mitment to Jesus as Lord. And then, to renew 
our own baptism in the Spirit, to again fan into 
flame within us the graces of Pentecost and the 
charisms, and to rededicate ourselves to the 
mission of spreading the grace of baptism in the 
Spirit into the church and the world. The need is 
urgent. The crisis of faith is great. 

of the inventory and questionnaire with the 
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Dear Reader of The Flame 

One of my favorite quotes regarding the work of the Holy Spirit 
comes from Patriarch Ignatius of the Orthodox Church of Antioch, 
while Metropolitan of Latakia. In 1968 he  gave an address at the 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches. Part of that address is 
as follows: 
 

Without the Holy Spirit God is far away. 
Christ stays in the past, 
The Gospel is simply an organization, 
Authority is a matter of propaganda, 
The Liturgy is no more than an evolution, 
Christian loving a slave mentality. 
 
But in the Holy Spirit 
The cosmos is resurrected and grows with the 
birth pangs of the kingdom. 
The Risen Christ is there, 
The Gospel is the power of life, 
The Church shows forth the life of the Trinity, 
Authority is a liberating science, 
Mission is a Pentecost, 
The Liturgy is both renewal and anticipation, 
Human action is deified. 

 
Perhaps this quote can be an examination of conscience as to 
whether the Holy Spirit is at work in our lives. Is Christ only at work 
in the past? Do we see the Lord at work in and through our lives 
today? Do we approach our human relationships as a way of merely 
fulfilling our obligations? Or do we try to approach each person with 
the tenderness of God? 
 
How we need to bask in the Holy Spirit! How we need to believe 
that the Holy Spirit is empowering our lives and orchestrating our 
circumstances for the glory of Jesus Christ our Lord! We need the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
The time between Easter and Pentecost is a new season of prayer 
and preparations. As we joyfully celebrate the reality of Jesus raised 
from the dead, we also expectantly seek to be empowered anew 
with the Holy Spirit. This is why Jesus came-not only to forgive our 
sins, but to empower by the Holy Spirit to witness to Him in deed 
and word. 
 
There is an apocryphal story circulating that relates a conversation 
that the Lord Jesus had with one of his angels after he ascended 
into heaven. The angel said to the Lord, “Your miracles while on 
earth were amazing. The love you revealed by your patience with 
your disciples, and especially through your death and resurrection, 
was beyond words. No how are you going to get the message of 
salvation out to the human race?” 
 
Jesus said, “I am sending the Holy Spirit upon the apostles. They 
will take gospel to the ends of the earth!” The angel looked a bit 
doubtful. “Some of those apostles are pretty weak. Simon, whom 
you called  Peter, denied you three times! Thomas seems to be a  

 

 

chronic  doubter. James and John are always arguing about who is 
the greatest! Are you sure about this?” Jesus said, “Yes, I am sure.” 
The angel asked one more question, “Well, what is your backup 
plan?” Jesus said, “There is no backup plan.” 
 
Brothers and sisters, Jesus did not leave us orphaned. We are in 
the hands of the Holy Spirit. We need to believe this and seek to be 
ever filled afresh with this gift of God. The Protestant evangelist D. 
L. Moody often spoke about the need to be filled with the Holy 
Spirit. He prayed frequently to be filled with the Holy Spirit. One of 
his acquaintances wondered why he so often asked to be filled with 
the Holy Spirit. He asked him one day, “Mr. Moody, you are always 
asking to be filled with the Holy Spirit. You belong to Jesus. You 
preach his word and live his way. Aren’t you already filled with the 
Holy Spirit?” Mr. Moody replied. “Yes. I am filled with the Holy 
Spirit…but I leak.” 
 
We leak too. May we seek to be ever filled afresh with the Holy 
Spirit: by our prayer, the celebration of the sacraments and espe-
cially through our prayer groups and charismatic events, where we 
can freely experience the charisms and movements of the Holy 
Spirit. The world is a bit more skeptical of the gospel of Jesus. We 
need the convincing power of the Holy Spirit (John 16:7-11, I Thes-
salonians 1:5, I Corinthians 2:4-5) to fulfill the plan of Jesus. 
 
As we approach the great celebration of Pentecost, pray that the 
whole Church be more deeply filled with the power and person of 
the Holy Spirit so that we can proclaim with ever more clarity and 
power that Jesus Christ is Lord. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Fr. Bob Franco 
 
PS: I hope to see you at our annual Pentecost Mass on Sunday, 
June 8 at St. Michael (Independence). The time is 2:00 PM.                
Healing prayer and refreshments will follow. All are welcome! 



Catholic Renewal Ministries will host this Multicultural Pentecost Mass Celebration, Sunday, June 8th, at St.        

Michael Church, 6540 Brecksville Rd., Independence.  The celebration will start at 2:00 p.m. with praise and wor-

ship, and a time of prayer for a new outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  Mass will begin at 3:00 p.m.  All are welcome to 

join in this celebration of Pentecost.  There will be an opportunity for individual healing prayer and also fellowship 

time after Mass.  For more information, please contact Fr. Bob Franco at 440-327-2201 or CRM at 440-944-9445. 



 My children come to Me. Come 

deep into my heart. Sit at my feet 

where I will teach you and equip you 

with my Holy Spirit. I am the Light of 

the world. I call you, children, to radi-

ate the light of my love and joy to the 

broken hearted, those in darkness 

and those who are lost . Bring them 

to me. I want them to experience the 

depth of my love. Know that I am 

with you until the end of the age.                                                
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Prophetic Word  Proclaimed at     

   The 2013 Catholic Charismatic Conference.                                           

“See, I am doing something new !” Is 43:19. 
On Thursday, May 1, 2014, St. Mary Church, 
located at 300 Union St., Bedford, 44146 , will 
host a Charismatic Prayer Group Meeting. The 
meeting’s locality will be on the church site at the 
adjacent St. Mary's Church Retreat Center. 
Please call Jerry or Grace Wrobel at 330-425-

2678 for additional information. 
Sing and Praise God With Joy!  Catholic Re-
newal Ministries’ Traveling Charismatic Mass 
for May will be held at St. Joan of Arc Church, 
Chagrin Falls, on Friday, May 16th, at 7:00 p.m.  

Fr. Bob Franco will be the celebrant.  Healing 
prayer teams will be available after mass for in-
dividual prayer.  The church is located at 496 
East Washington St. in Chagrin Falls 44022.  
For more information, please contact Fr. Bob 
Franco at 440-327-2201 or Ross Brankatelli at 
440-247-5946. 
The 32nd Cleveland Charismatic Conference 

sponsored by Catholic Renewal Ministries will be 
held July 18th and 19th, 2014 at Magnificat High 
School in Rocky River.  Guest speakers will be 
Patti Mansfield and Deacon Ralph Poyo and lo-
cal speaker Michele TePas Harrison.  The 
theme is “Gifted to Serve”.  The conference 
opens on Friday at 7:00 p.m.  Contact Sue or 
Joe Palmieri at 440-774-1191 for registration in-
formation or visit www.crmweb.org.  Advance 
registration through July 9th is $30, and at the 
door $35. 
See special brochure in this issue of Flame! 

 

Proclamation Ministries of St. Michael Church is 
hosting a weekend Life in the Spirit Seminar.  
It is to be held on Friday, May 30th, and Satur-
day, May 31st, in the St. Francis Spiritual 
Center, corner of Sunset and Second Ave-
nue, in Independence 44131.  All are wel-
come!  For more information and/or to register 
call Carmen Guyon 330-958-1872 or Rose 

Marie Parisi 216-225-8335. 
Catholic Renewal Ministries will host a Charis-
matic Mass on Friday, June 27th, 7:00 p.m., at 
St. Martin of Tours Parish, 14600 Turney Rd., 
Maple Heights 44137.  Fr. Bob Franco will be 
the celebrant.  Healing prayer teams will be 
available after mass for individual prayer.  For 
more information, please contact Fr. Franco at 
440-327-2201 or CRM at 440-944-9445.  Come 
and bring a friend!  This will be a time to truly 
encounter the Lord. 
Patrick Madrid will be speaking at St. Roberts 
and Williams Catholic Church in Euclid, Ohio 
on Thursday, June 5th at 8:00 PM.  Patrick 
Madrid is a Catholic Author of 16 books, an 
Apologist, and an EWTN television and radio 
personality.  He will present a seminar entitled 
“Is Everything Up For Grabs”, a Catholic Cri-
tique of Moral Relativism.  This event is spon-
sored by “Families In Christ Jesus Community”, 
is open to the public and admission is free.  For 
more information call Arch & Marlyn Tunnell  -
  440-442-7538 or 440-442-7538.                                             
                  
For a limited time Word of God Speak Mini 
Conference CD’s with Don Turbitt can be or-
derd as a complete set  for only $15. Make 
check or money order payable to Ken Posavad 
and send to : Ken Posavad , 6139 Melshore 
Dr.,  Mentor, OH 44060 . Please print and send 
name, full address, phone with area code and 
email if available.  
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The Flame is searching for a well-organized volunteer who has  experience in maintaining 

data and printing address labels. Knowledge of bulk mailing software would be very            

helpful. To be  a part of sharing the good news, please call Theresa at 330-722-1522 



The General Service Committee (GSC) is the operative arm of                               

Catholic Renewal Ministries (CRM) The GSC is responsible for prayerfully                 

planning, initiating, and faithfully executing CRM activities.                                                                            
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Continued From Page 1 
 fears and doubts and were relieved to hear that 

fear and doubts are normal, that 100% certainty 
is not the norm, and that we all need to step out 
in faith and do what Fr. Bob DeGrandis has al-
ways said, “Give what you get!”  
Through these conversations we were able to 
encourage them, help with the fears and doubts, 
find where they best fit in the ministries within 
the prayer community and the Church, and en-
courage use of the gifts at the prayer meeting, in 
ministry and in daily life. In the prayer meeting 
and its ministries the people began to get ener-
gized and to take hold in ministry areas, to use 
their charisms and to be open to divine inspira-
tion, to recognize that they are empowered for 
mission, not only to recognize it, but to do it. 
The Fruit                                                                                     

A few weeks ago, teams from the prayer com-
munity went off site to put on two separate 
weekend Confirmation Life in the Spirit Seminars 
for about 70 middle schoolers and their parents. 
We were totally open to using and explaining all 
of the charisms—no holding back. We saw con-
versions take place; young people and adults 
baptized in the Spirit; lives changed; charisms 
manifested and children and parents set on fire. 
This was like living the Acts of the Apostles. 

At a Life in the Spirit Seminar put on for commu-
nity renewal and as outreach, people were filled 
anew with the power and fresh fire of the Spirit. 
The charisms came alive in new or deeper ways. 
Words of knowledge and inspired scripture 
flowed in the prayer teams as they prayed for 
baptism in the Spirit or for a deeper outpouring. 
Many rested in the Spirit. Many came into prayer 
tongues. The love of God was all around. 

So what next?                                                                

Pope Francis said, in his Pentecost homily, “The 

Holy Spirit can make people uncomfortable. 
Newness always makes us a bit fearful, because 
we feel more secure if we are the ones who 
build, program and plan our lives in accordance  

with our own ideas, our own comfort, our own 
preferences.”  

It is becoming clear that we must consciously 
work to give control back to God—to let God 
own us, to seek him in everything, and to be 
guided by him. It is not so much the question, 
“Do we have the Holy Spirit?” but, “Does the 

Holy Spirit have us?” 

We must be ready to do what God wants us to 
do and to go where he wants us to go, and also 
to know what God does not want us to do and 
where God does not want us to go. This re-
quires prayer and mature discernment. But 
when we go, the charisms must go with us to 
build the Kingdom of God. 

                                                                     
They are, as Sr. Nancy Kellar and David Thorp 
taught, 

 Enablements, 

 for Everyone, 

 Every age, 

 to Exalt Jesus, 

 as Evidence of the Holy Spirit, 

 for Edification of the Body of Christ, 

 for Evangelization of the World. 

 

One more thing, at one of the Confirmation 
seminars the team members were praying in 
tongues with a teenage girl unfamiliar with the 
Renewal or charisms. The teen said, “I under-

stood what you were praying, it is an answer 

to my prayer.” Interpretation of tongues at a 
Confirmation retreat – Wow! Let us go and 
make disciples, in God’s power!  

Deacon Chuck Matzker is Bishop’s Liai-

son to the Renewal in Colorado Springs.  

Reprinted with permission PENTECOST 
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