
A Short History      
After the Weekend at The Ark and The Dove Retreat 
Center in 1967 the experience of baptism in the Holy 
Spirit spread rapidly and worldwide. Without structure, 
the current of grace was first shared by American 
missionaries working in foreign countries, and then by 
the natural back-and-forth among immigrant people. In 
the late 1960’s, Puerto Rico and Colombia became 
centers from which this current of grace washed all of 
Latin America. Today there are millions of people there 
who have experienced baptism in the Spirit. Not long 
after, the current of grace reached the shores of Africa; 
and the Catholic countries of Asia and the Philippines; 
and Europe. 

In the 1970’s, the Renewal grew fast and wide. 
Thousands of people attended large conferences 
across the country. From the fast growth of the 
experience, organizations, national committees, 
renewal centers and houses of prayer were formed. 
Later in the 1990s, various ethnic groups began to form 
their own leadership committees. 

Aware that the experience of baptism in the Spirit was 
growing throughout the entire Church, efforts were 
made in the ‘70s to network on an international basis. 
With the assistance of Cardinal Leon Suenens of 
Belgium, a charismatic gathering was held in Rome  in 
1975 including a celebration in St. Peter’s Basilica 
where Pope Paul VI called the Charismatic Renewal a 
“chance for the Church.” By 1976, an international 
office for the Renewal was set up in Brussels which later 
moved to Rome and was renamed the International 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal Services (ICCRS).  

The current of grace does not exist only in the Catholic 
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In preparation for the 50th Anniversary Jubilee 
celebration of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in 
February, 1967, the 5-Year Committee of the National 
Leadership Groups of the Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal in the U.S. has issued a Year of Jubilee 
Statement that begins with an invitation to rejoice in 
the tradition of jubilees and in expectation that it may 
well be an “extraordinary time of grace,” a “year of the 
Lord’s favor.” The Statement has five parts: Jubilee, a 
Short History, Fruits of Baptism in the Holy Spirit, What 
We Have Learned, and Going Forward. What follows is 
a shortened and somewhat edited version of the 
Statement. The full Statement is available on the NSC 
website. 

Jubilee       
Part One begins with a quick review of the origins of 
jubilees both in the Old Testament and in the Church. 
The key Biblical texts are from Leviticus 25, Isaiah 61 
and Luke 4. When our Lord stood in the Synagogue in 
Nazareth and quoted Isaiah: “The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me” and ended with “This text is being fulfilled 
today” he brought together in his person the 
emphases of social justice and personal and communal 
conversion and forgiveness contained in the Old 
Testament texts. “He personifies the Jubilee,” as one 
author put it. Authentic jubilee spirituality cannot be 
found apart from the person of Jesus Christ. 

Nor can it be found apart from life in the Spirit begun in 
Baptism and renewed in “baptism in the Holy Spirit.” 
The recovery of Pentecost is an experience of jubilee: 
of freedom from the bondage of sins into the 
marvelous light of being sons and daughters of a 
loving Father; of empowerment to live in the power of 
the Spirit and in turn to proclaim Jesus to others, “to 
show mercy” (Pope Francis) by our lives and actions.
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Dear Readers of the Flame, 

While visiting Arizona, my friend Fr. Ray Ratzenberger 
showed me the San Pedro River that passed through 
his town of Benson. When I saw “the river” I asked him 
what I thought was a very logical question. “Where’s 
the water?!” He answered, “Oh, there is only water in it 
when it rains.” 

Out west they call these rivers and creek basins 
“arroyos”. They are troughs that fill up with water when 
it rains. Otherwise, they are pretty much dry. Similar 
river beds are referred to in the bible. Each would be 
called a “wadi”, troughs that fill up with water during 
the rainy season and dry up when that season ended. 

God’s gift of the Holy Spirit is not like that. While 
visiting Niagara Falls, I pondered the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. Just as tens of thousands of gallons of water 
pour over the falls each minute, so the Holy Spirit is 
poured out with abundance on the earth. 

However, it seems that many of us only experience a 
trickle. Why is that? Going back to the original 
Pentecost, St. Peter preached the need for repentance 
and faith. In order to experience the Holy Spirit we 
must turn from our own agenda to Jesus Christ and his 
way. 

Here is how St. John Paul II described repentance: 
…a complete and sincere adherence to Christ and his 
Gospel through faith. Conversion is a gift of God, a 
work of the Blessed Trinity. It is the Spirit who opens 
people's hearts so that they can believe in Christ and 
"confess him'' (cf. 1 Cor 12:3)…it gives rise to a 
dynamic and lifelong process which demands a 
continual turning away from "life according to the 
flesh" to "life according to the Spirit" (cf. Rom 8:3-13). 
Conversion means accepting, by a personal decision, 
the saving sovereignty of Christ and becoming his 
disciple. (Mission of the Redeemer #46) Repentance is 
a complete and sincere adherence to Christ. The way 
to this goal means accepting, by personal decision, the 
saving sovereignty of Christ and becoming his 
disciple. 

The beginning of this act and subsequent life of 
repentance and faith is often spelled R I S K. It means 
stepping out of our comfort zone and trusting that the 
promises of Jesus Christ are more certain than what 
we see, hear, touch, smell and taste. 

I remember the initial moment I turned to Jesus Christ in 
this way. I was with a group of people preparing to be 
prayed with for the baptism in the Holy Spirit. After 
renewing our baptismal vows, I was asked to join in a 
prayer that went something like, “Lord Jesus, I give you 
my life. Do with me what you want.” I was told to pray 
this prayer only if I really meant it. Otherwise, modify the 
prayer to make it more honest to God. 

That prayer was the one that I had been quietly resisting 
for some time. I feared that my life would radically 
change and I wasn’t sure I wanted that. Would I have 
any friends left? What would my family say? What would 
the Lord do with me? However, I prayed the prayer 
anyway! Why? Perhaps it was the evident fruit of the 
Holy Spirit in the people offering the Life in the Spirit. 
Perhaps I simply got tired of running from the Lord. For 
sure, I knew in my heart of hearts that the Lord was real. 
So I surrendered. 

What happened? First, my life did change radically. 
However, that was a good thing. Nothing can replace 
the love of Jesus Christ. There were other changes. 
Some friends were not too interested in my walk in faith. 
New friendships developed. I stopped pursuing an 
engineering degree and began pursuing the ordained 
priesthood. In time my relationships with family 
members deepened. In general, repentance and faith 
led to a new life in Christ. 

We are at the beginning of Lent. During this season, the 
Church summons us again to re-center ourselves on the 
Lord Jesus and the life-giving waters of the Holy Spirit 
the Lord brings us. We need to remember: God’s grace 
is not a wadi - sometimes present and sometimes not. 
His grace is like Niagara Falls - always flowing. Even 
during those seasons of deeper purification, as long as 
we are repentant and believing, when the well seems 
dry - it isn’t. Trust Him! 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Fr. Bob Franco 
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Sacred Heart Parish 
410 West Lorain Street 
Oberlin, Ohio 44074

Healing Prayer & Fellowship After Mass 
For More Information Call : 

Fr. Bob Franco at 440-327-2201 + Catholic Renewal Ministries at 440-944-9445

Catholic Renewal Ministries Traveling Charismatic Mass 
Friday, April  21, 2017 

Praise & Worship 7:00 p.m. +  Liturgy 7:30 p.m. +  Fr. Bob Franco Celebrant



First Fridays at Francis is a young adult ministry that 
meets every first Friday of the month, from 7:00 p.m. 
to 8:30p.m., at St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Gates 
Mills. Be part of an AMAZING evening of praise and 
worship and adoration of our Lord, present in the 
Eucharist.  A social will follow.  The church is located 
at 6850 Mayfield Rd., Gates Mills 44040.  

“Shout with joy to the 
LORD, all the earth; break 
into song; sing praise.” Ps 
9 8 : 4 Th e re w i l l b e a 
Charismatic Mass held at 
Ss Cosmas & Damian 
C h u r c h a t 7 : 0 0 p . m . 
Sunday, March 12th 2017.  
The celebrant will be Fr. 
Michael Stalla, Pastor.  
Praise and Worship begins 
at 7:00 p.m. and the mass 
will begin around 7:30 
p.m. The church is located 
at 10419 Ravenna Rd. in 

Twinsburg 44087.   Healing Prayer will be available 
after Mass, through the laying on of hands.  For more 
information contact Grace or Jerry Wrobel 
330-425-2678.   

Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Oberlin, will host a 
Parish Mission, RESILIENT LIFE: Living a Vital, 
Virtuous Life in the Midst of Daily Challenges.  This 
is a three-part mission presented by Fr. Norm 
Douglas and Larry Vuillemin of Heart to Heart 
Communications.  The mission will start on Sunday, 
March 19th, from 2:00 to 3:45 p.m., and continue 
on Monday & Tuesday, March 20th & 21st, from 
7:00 to 8:45 p.m.  Sacred Heart Catholic Church is 
located at 410 West Lorain St. in Oberlin 44074.  Fr. 
Douglas and Larry Vuillemin are dynamic speakers 
and presented a powerful parish mission at Sacred 
Heart last year.  Come and join us this year and catch 
the fire! 

All are welcome to attend an evening of praise and  
worship with Eucharist Adoration and Benediction 
at St. Thomas More Church.  Come, bring a friend, 
on the fourth Friday of each month, 7:00 to 8:30 
p.m.  The church is located at 4170 North Amber 
Dr., Brooklyn 44144. Nellie Cruz Krawczynski is the 
music leader for the evening.  

“Enter his gates with thanksgiving, his courts with 
praise. Give thanks to him, bless his name” Ps 100:4 
Catholic Renewal Ministries’ Traveling Charismatic 
Mass for April will be held at Sacred Heart Parish on 
Friday, April 21st.  Praise and worship will begin at 
7:00 p.m. and Mass will start at 7:30 p.m.  The church 
is located at 410 W. Lorain St. in Oberlin 44074.  Fr. 
Bob Franco will be the celebrant.  Healing prayer 
teams will be available after mass for individual 
prayer, and there will also be a social after the mass.  
For more information, please contact Fr. Bob Franco 
at 440-327-2201or CRM at 440-944-9445. 

“Jesus is the same, yesterday and today and 
forever.”   (Heb. 13:8) He is healing people in our 
time as surely as He did 2,000 years ago.   Come to 
the Healing Mass Sunday May 7, 2017 at Ss. 
Cosmas & Damian Church beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
with Praise and Worship.   Fr. Michael Stalla, Pastor, 
will celebrate this mass and lead Healing Prayer.  
The church is located at 10419 Ravenna Rd. in 
Twinsburg 44087.   For more information contact 
Grace or Jerry Wrobel 330-425-2678. 

Renewal Ministries Events 
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The Parish and the Holy Spirit 

by Dave VanVickle  

About 2 years ago a young priest in my local diocese 
asked me to help him lead the Life in the Spirit Seminar 
at the parish at which he was stationed. He had recently 
rediscovered the beauty of spirituality with renewal in 
which he was raised and was anxious to introduce it to 
others. I have to admit that I was not excited at all. I love 
the Life in the Spirit Seminar and have led thousands of 
people through it but in the last several years it has been 
mostly small groups of elderly saintly women who have 
been through it before but attend once a year anyway. 

To my surprise the first seminar we put on together had 
over ninety people from all ages and backgrounds. 
Word spread and shortly after that we did another one, 
only this time we had about one hundred and fifty 
participants, again from all demographics but mostly 
young professionals. We went to a different parish and 
this time we showed up to over four hundred 
participants and this seems to be the ongoing theme as 
we continue to work together. 

Each seminar is attracting hundreds of participants. You 
can imagine our delightful stress when we are calling 
prayer groups from all over the tristate area to send 
prayer teams to meet the demand. It seems the Life in 
the Spirit Seminar and charismatic evangelization 
outreaches are in great demand once again. Pastors 
who have hosted the Life in the Spirit Seminar report 
dramatic results of engaged parishioners, renewed 
ministries and, of course, a myriad of new evangelization 
outreaches. 

We really should not be surprised. The average Catholic 
parish is in crisis. They are struggling to reach their 
parishioners and struggling further to convey to them 
the life changing message of a life with Jesus as Lord 
empowered by the Holy Spirit. Numbers are dwindling 
each week. Catholics I meet across the country feel 
helpless to respond to the spiritual and emotional needs 
of their families. A recent survey said that many people 
just do not believe in miracles anymore. This all leads 
people to sense a lack of potency in the Gospel and in 
the Faith. In short, people are desperate for grace and 
power. Thankfully, the Holy Spirit loves desperation. 
When we turn the needs and insatiable desires of 
parishioners into requests for God to respond, he always 
does. 

This is why I believe baptism in the Holy Spirit to be a 
lynch pin for parish evangelization in the United States. 
Think about the most common outcomes of being 
baptized in the Spirit. Some people manifest authentic 
charisms but almost everyone reports a profound 
conviction of the spirit of adoption, an insatiable thirst 
for prayer, a deep desire to read Scripture, a sense of 
the spiritual battle raging, the confidence to share their 
faith, and a new and lively experience of the sacraments. 
These characteristics are exactly what people are 
reporting back to us after going through the seminar. 

The Life in the Spirit Seminar isn’t the only program that 
is reaching parishioners and introducing them to the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Parishes around the country are 
having amazing success in evangelization with programs 
like Christ Life, Alpha and many others. People are 
hungry for something real. These programs are not 
necessarily powerful because of their specific content. 
They are powerful because they open people up to the 
idea that God is not far off but is ready and waiting to 
work personally and powerfully in their lives. Believe it 
or not to most Catholics this is a revolutionary idea! 

It isn’t hard to open up your parish to the power of the 
Holy Spirit but you have to be patient. I have been 
working on this for five years at St. Bonaventure Parish in 
the Pittsburgh Diocese and we are finally seeing real 
fruit. People’s lives are being changed and set on fire. It 
started by making our parish a place where the kerygma 
or basic gospel message was proclaimed constantly. It 
doesn’t matter if you come to a meeting for 
Confirmation or CCD you are going to hear the 
kerygma. We also have many parishioners who have 
been trained and are ready to give their testimony. If 
you are an evangelization volunteer it doesn’t matter if 
you work in the kitchen or are on clean up crew you will 
learn how to give your testimony. We offer opportunities 
year round to be prayed with by fellow parishioners at 
Nights of Worship or different retreats. Probably the 
most important factor to all of this is that we have a 
pastor who passionately believes in the importance of 
baptism in the Holy Spirit. We need to pray daily for our 
priests to be set on fire. Our pastor speaks regularly 
about evangelization in homilies and various 
presentations. Evangelization is where your parishioners 
will learn to cooperate with the life of the Spirit. ◆ 

Dave VanVickle is the Young Adult Coordinator for the 
National Service Committee 

Used with permission from Pentecost Today’s, Volume 
41 Number 4.



Continued From Page 1     
Church. Many ecumenical charismatic prayer services 
have been held over the years, along with actions and 
prayer for unity. Besides Catholic Charismatic Renewal 
and the ecumenical covenant communities, other 
Catholics experience and promote baptism in the Spirit. 

Fruits of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit   
Of many fruits we highlight four: change of life, 
relationships, communities and mission. 

From the beginning, lives began to change and love 
began to grow. Baptism in the Holy Spirit is a call to 
receive the Father’s love and for individuals to enter into 
a personal relationship with Jesus and to become 
disciples. With this infusion of grace, individuals began 
to be transformed and with that the motivation and the 
ability to love has increased. 

The second fruit followed: people who had been 
touched by this grace began to gather in prayer groups, 
communities, and associations to share their lives and 
experience. Prayer, praise and worship together became 
a hallmark and a fruit of renewal. 

A third fruit was the formation of communities of love 
and support. Baptism in the Spirit has produced 
opportunities to grow in a love that embraces unity with 
diversity. One important element of this fruit has been 
an ecumenical impulse. 

Finally, baptism in the Holy Spirit has brought with it a 
missionary impulse. The Holy Spirit has poured out 
charisms in abundance to build the Church and to 
evangelize the world. 

What We Have Learned                
In the Statement we list seven important things we have 
learned and need to remember and apply. Here are 
three of them: 

◆  Catholic Charismatic Renewal needs to understand 
itself as both a “current of grace” and “an ecclesial 
movement”: Be open to both special outpourings of 
grace (revival graces), and step-by-step building with 
the Lord led by the Holy Spirit. The whole movement is a 
“charism” for the Church 

◆ We need an “experience” of baptism in the Spirit, but 
also a “lifestyle” in the Spirit: Pope Francis has confirmed 
that baptism in the Spirit is meant for the whole Church. 
We seek to be a reminder in the Church of the “full role” 
of the Holy Spirit  (union with God; transformation for 
holiness; ministry empowered by the charisms; building

community). Our relationship with the Holy Spirit should 
influence every part of our lives. 

◆  We need the full, mature, and discerned use of the 
charisms (spiritual gifts): Some of our groups show little 
use of the charisms, and in other places, the gifts do not 
come under enough community discernment. We need 
to understand how charisms are to be part of our daily 
life and parish life. 

Going Forward      
As we eagerly await the “surprises of the Spirit” that will 
unfold in our first Jubilee Year and beyond, here are four 
areas in which we need to make every effort to 
cooperate with the Spirit in moving forward. None is 
new; all require our attention and prayer. 

First, pray and work for unity — unity in all our 
relationships, especially those in the Renewal, and unity 
in the Body of Christ. 

Second, the Renewal in the U.S. is experiencing the 
challenge of passing on the grace of baptism in the Holy 
Spirit to the next generations. However, there is hope. 
We are becoming aware of a number of pockets of 
young adults, evangelized and baptized in the Holy 
Spirit who are connecting through various outreaches 
and through social media. 

Third, we must accept that the Renewal is already 
demonstrating new forms of being together and that 
this trend will continue. Our task is to continue to “share 
with all, in the Church, the grace of Baptism in the Holy 
Spirit” (2014) regardless of forms and structures. 

Finally, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit is oriented 
outward to the New Evangelization. It is not possible to 
evangelize effectively without the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Pope Francis has directed us in the Renewal in this 
way: “I expect from you an evangelization with the Word 
of God which proclaims that Jesus is alive and loves all 
men (2014).” 

Let us give thanks to the Lord for this great outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit and “let us implore from God the grace 
of a new Pentecost for the Church in America.” (Pope 
Benedict XVI St. Patrick Cathedral 2008). If we do, we will 
see in the next fifty years an even greater outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit. ◆ 

Walter Matthews is Executive Director of the National 
Service Committee.     
Used with permission from Pentecost Today’s, Volume 
41 Number 4.



Healing Mass 
Sunday, May 7, 2017 

Liturgy Begins 7:00 p.m. with 
Praise & Worship 

Celebrant Fr. Michael Stalla 
Contact Grace & Jerry Wrobel 

330-425-2678 

Ss. Cosmas & Damian Church 
10419 Ravenna Road 

Twinsburg, Ohio 44087 

Charismatic Mass 
Sunday, March 12, 2017 
Praise & Worship 7:00 p.m. 

Liturgy 7:30 p.m. 
Celebrant Fr. Michael Stalla 
Contact Grace & Jerry Wrobel 

330-425-2678 
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