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RESTING
IN
THE
SPIRIT
th
The 6 Malines Document
by John Gresham

God impacts both soul and body. When people experience
In the final Malines document, Cardinal Suenens expressed
the powerful presence of God, sometimes they cry,
his concerns over the phenomenon of people falling over
sometimes they laugh, and sometimes they fall to the ground
when receiving prayer. This experience, variously described
like St. Paul on the road to Damascus.
as being slain in the Spirit, resting in the Spirit, or overcome
by the power of the Spirit was becoming more common in
Shortly after the publication of this document, noted author
the Catholic Charismatic Renewal and the Cardinal wanted
and teacher, Francis MacNutt, gave an account of this
to subject this practice to discernment. He prefaces his
phenomenon in his book Overcome by the Spirit written in
discernment with a preliminary discussion on the nature of
part as a response to Suenens and other critics. Unlike
the Charismatic Renewal. He emphasizes that this renewal
Suenens, MacNutt believed the spiritual fruits that
is not one particular movement within the Church but a
accompanied this experience validated it. For many, it is an
current of grace for the whole Church. This
experience of surrender to the
vision of the Renewal as a grace for
power of God that brings interior
the whole church drives Cardinal
“The encounter with God impacts
healing. MacNutt emphasized that
Suenens’ analysis. He is concerned that
the genuine experience is not
these physical manifestations would
both soul and body. When people
something subject to human control
hinder the Renewal’s acceptance by the
experience the powerful presence of
– he could not stop it from
wider church. Suenens acknowledges
God, sometimes they cry, somehappening if he wanted to! I had
the fruit of healing and spiritual
times they laugh, and sometimes
an experience that leads me to
transformation described by those who
they fall to the ground like St. Paul
agree with MacNutt. I was
had experienced this. Despite those
speaking at a charismatic retreat
positive fruits, the Cardinal ends up
on the road to Damascus.”
where a few people came forward
rejecting this phenomenon. With some
to receive prayer. I felt sort of like
possible rare exceptions, he concludes
Peter
in
Cornelius’
house,
for as I began to speak, before I
that it is ordinarily of human not divine origin. He suggests
could even pray over them, the Spirit came down. One of
that it is caused by auto-suggestion or human psychological
the people fell over. I had not said anything about the
powers yet to be discovered. Thus, he discouraged this
possibility of this happening. There were no “catchers”
practice in the Catholic Charismatic Renewal.
behind the people in anticipation of it happening. I was not
expecting it myself. The person who fell over was not
Suenens laid out two exclusive options: either
expecting it. In fact, she admitted later she had no idea what
this is a charism of the Spirit, or it is a human phenomenon.
was happening. She just felt God’s power and fell over.
He did not seem to consider a third alternative. Another
Similar experiences in MacNutt’s ministry convinced him
way to look at this is to recognize it as a human phenomenon,
that this is an authentic human response to an experience of
but a human phenomenon that may happen when human
God’s power. He shared Cardinal Suenens’ concern to avoid
beings experience the power of God. The encounter with
(Continued on page 7)
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Dear Readers of the Flame,
The theme for this year’s conference comes from St. Paul’s
first letter to the Thessalonians. In all likelihood, it was his
earliest writing that would end up being part of the New
Testament. And since St. Paul’s letters were the earliest
writings of the New Testament, this first letter to the
Thessalonians would most likely be earliest part of the New
Testament.
Our theme comes from 5:16-18, which reads:
Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all
circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God
for you in Christ Jesus.
Verse 19 is worth adding. I believe this is why it is possible to
do what verses 16-18 commands:
Do not quench the Spirit.
It was almost 48 years ago that I attended my first prayer
meeting. It was December of 1974 and I was home on break
from Ohio State. George, co-worker/acquaintance from the
restaurant where I worked picked me up one evening and
took me to a home in Rocky River, Ohio.
The George I knew in high school partied a lot. However, the
George I was working with on Christmas break was filled with
joy and loved to talk about the Lord. I had made some steps
toward God in my final year of high school and the beginning
of my time at Ohio State. However, George had something I
didn’t. I was intrigued.
George did not tell me much about the prayer meeting
beforehand. I supposed he didn’t need to. I couldn’t run away.
He was my wheels.
The meeting began with some singing and I was familiar with
the songs. Joining in was no problem. However, as people
began to raise their hands, praise the Lord between songs
and pray in tongues, I began to feel uncomfortable. However,
it was an uncomfortableness that came from God. Now I
would call it conviction. Deep down I knew that if God was
real, why shouldn’t we praise Him? Why shouldn’t He be our
all?
Their rejoicing, their prayer, their giving thanks in all
circumstances made sense to me. I knew that they were not
quenching the Spirit but, impelled by the Spirit, proclaimed
the praises of God. I was attracted to what they had. I also
was a bit afraid of jumping in with both feet. I knew that if I
did, everything would be different for me: friends, goals,
habits.
It would be a number of months later, on a Life in the Spirit
weekend retreat at the St. Joseph Christian Life Center, that I
did take the plunge. I surrendered my life to Jesus Christ and
was prayed with to be baptized in the Holy Spirit. My initial
response was simply to sit and give praise and thanks to God.
I did not have a large charismatic vocabulary. With childlike
faith, hope and love I simply said over and over, Thank you
Jesus! Praise you Jesus! Alleluia! Glory to You, Lord! Without
being self-conscious, I simply continued to verbally praise the
Lord. The Holy Spirit had pulled me into a current of praise
and thanks to the Lord.
Like many of us, as I grew older life became more complex.
Responding to God’s call, I entered the seminary after my
second year of college. After two more years of college and
four years of major seminary, I was ordained a priest for the
Diocese of Cleveland. In my 40 years of priesthood (tempus
fugit-time flies!), I have often gone back to my early
experiences in the charismatic renewal. They are

touchstones that still nourish my life of faith and remind me
that I need to continue to: Rejoice in the Lord. Pray without
ceasing. And in all circumstances give thanks. For this is truly
the will of God for us in Christ Jesus. And I certainly need to
remember not to quench the Holy Spirit.
How our world needs our rejoicing! Though our times are
relatively prosperous (I realize that many of us will be
tightening our belts a bit more this year), there is a lack of
joy. Perhaps these times are reminding us of that old adage,
Money cannot buy happiness. We need the Lord, our true
joy. Rejoicing in Him fills the God shaped hole in our hearts
that cannot be filled with pleasure or things.
In a world that is often divided, we need to be praying. As
we pray in the Second Eucharistic Prayer for Reconciliation:
Even more, by your Spirit you move human hearts that
enemies may speak to each other again, adversaries
may join hands, and peoples seek to meet together.
By the working of your power it comes about, O Lord,
that hatred is overcome by love, revenge gives way
to forgiveness, and discord is changed to mutual
respect.
The work of unity is a work of the Holy Spirit. Our prayers lay
the groundwork for this kind of unity. Our prayers also prepare
our hearts to endure the misunderstanding that comes by
living in the Spirit. They help us to witness to a love that is
stronger that anger. The Holy Spirit gives us the grace to love
others even when our love is not returned.
Finally, our world needs our giving thanks. Many people see
the world as divided up between those who have and those
who have not. Our gift of thanks to God for what we have
and especially for whose we are, should witness to others as
to what is truly important. We realize that we were delivered
from our futile way of life by the precious blood of Jesus Christ
so that all our faith and hope might be in God. (see I Peter
1:18-21) How grateful we ought to be!
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give
thanks…These are not exhortations by which one tries to
escape the tensions and tragedies of our times. These
directives help us to meet our hurting world in the power of
the Holy Spirit. Let us relearn these simple practices and be
strengthened by the Spirit to give clear witness to our world’s
Lord, Jesus Christ.
In Christ,
Fr. Bob Franco
PS: I hope to see you at this year’s conference. Though Bishop
Sam Jacobs was not able to make our conference, we were
able to secure Barbara Heil, a former Pentecostal minister
turned Catholic who has inspired and sparked life in the Holy
Spirit for thousands of Catholics. We welcome her and Sr.
Maria Fidelis of the Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ to our
conference. Details are in this issue of the Flame and at
www.crmweb.org.
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Catholic Renewal Ministries Events
WANTED - GENERAL SERVICE COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Catholic Renewal Ministries is looking for a few new members for the General Service Committee. We meet once
a month, usually the third Monday of the month, to discuss plans and events for the Renewal.Members are encouraged
to provide ideas for the growth of the Renewal in the Cleveland Diocese, and to provide help as needed. Current
committees are: Conference, Prayer Groups, Healing, Hispanic, Program, Music and Word Gifts.
If you are interested or have questions, please contact Ken Posavad at 440.319.9646 or kposa@sbcglobal.net


Our Lady of Angels Prayer Group continues to meet to praise our
Lord through the Holy Spirit with worship, singing, gifts of the Holy
Spirit, sharing stories, and teachings. We meet in the auditorium of the
Primary Building behind Linus Hall of Our Lady of Angels Parish at
7:30 PM every Tuesday evening until 9 PM. Refreshments, fellowship,
and prayer teams immediately follow. All are welcome. We are also on
Zoom. Please phone Don Lawrence, 1-740-424-4707, for updates and
more
information
(leave
a
message!)
or
email
DonLawrence603@gmail.com. Thank you.
SS. Cosmas and Damian Charismatic Prayer Group meets every
Sunday at 7:00 p.m. in the church gathering area under the Holy Spirit
Dove. The prayer meeting is also streamed live on SS. Cosmas and
Damian Facebook page. Come and experience vibrant praise and
worship, intercessory and healing prayer, and scripture sharing.
Do you want to know Jesus in a deeper way? Are you looking to go
deeper in your faith? Come and check out our church community of
believers. To contact us or be on the prayer group email list call
330-310-2595 or email dennycarleton@sbcglobal.net
St. Hilary’s Prayer Group in Fairlawn is meeting face-to-face (masks
and distancing optional) from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. on Tuesdays either in
the parish library on the first floor of the church or downstairs in the
gathering area. There is an elevator to that level. Questions? please
call Jim at 330-612-5969.
The Holy Spirt Prayer Group of St. Mary Church in Hudson is a
Charismatic Holy Spirt led prayer group that meets the first and third
Saturdays of the each month year around. We meet from 10am to 11:30
am in the chapel. The main focus of our meeting is to praise and worship
the living God. We ask the Holy Spirit to minister to us and take us to
the heart of the Father. We not only offer praise and worship but also
periods of silent prayer to seek and hear God’s words and His messages
to us. We share words of God, share stories, and offer intercessory
prayers for hurting and suffering brothers and sisters.
Our prayer group offers a monthly healing prayer service also. For further
information, please contact us at HealingPrayers@stmaryhudson.cc.
The Holy Spirit Prayer Group of St. Mary Church hosts an in person
Healing Prayer Service on the first Sunday of each month, except in
July and September of this year. For those months the service will be
held on the second Sundays. The service will be held in the chapel
from 12:30-1:30 pm.
Our prayer teams will be available to pray for the healings of your
body, body and spirit. Fr. Larry will, depending on his availability,
offer an anointing for those seriously ill, preparing for surgery, or weak
with aging. We encourage you to submit your prayer requests to
healingprayers@stmaryhudson.cc. St. Mary Church is located at
340 N. Main St., Hudson 44236, Tel: 330-653-8118.
The Living Word Healing Prayer Ministry at St. Ambrose Parish in
Brunswick is now meeting again face to face. We on the first and third
Tuesdays of every month from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in our Chapel.
We allow the Winds of the Spirit to flow over us as we praise the
Lord through music, instruction, and group reflection. We allow time
for God to open our hearts and our minds as we listen for His Word
both through Scripture and Word of Knowledge. Every meeting ends
with healing prayer as we ask Jesus to come to us in a special way to
heal our brokenness and touch us with His Love. All are invited to join
us as we praise and worship the Living God! For more information,
please contact Deacon Tom Sheridan at: TSheridan@stambrose.us.

The Bukas Loob sa Diyos (BLD) or in English - Open in Spirit to God
(OSG), is a Filipino Catholic Charismatic Covenant Community. While
the majority of BLD members are from the Philippines, it also includes
other brothers and sisters of many nationalities and heritage backgrounds.
We meet every Thursday, at 7:30 pm at the Mary Queen of Peace Chapel,
4423 Pearl Rd, Cleveland, OH 44109. We hold weekly praise and worship
service in-person. Also, on the first Thursday of each month, we celebrate
a mass followed by a healing service. We are a communion of families and
a community of persons called together as one people through the moment
of encounter and a process of renewal to a relationship of faith, hope, and
love with God. We conduct marriage encounter programs, solo person
encounters, single encounters, family encounters and life in the spirit
seminars. For more information, please contact Rudy and Fe Fontilla at
(440) 403-5719 or email: rudyfefontilla1975@yahoo.com.

CRM 
All are invited to attend Catholic Renewal Ministries’ 39th Annual
Conference to be held on Saturday July 16th 2022 at St. Albert the
Great Parish Reception Hall, 6667 Wallings Rd., North Royalton. This
year’s theme is “Rejoice always, Pray without ceasing, in all things
Give Thanks”. Guest speakers will be Sr. Marie Fidelis from the Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ Community, Barbara Heil who is a
speaker and Missionary Teacher with Renewal Ministries in Ann Arbor, Michigan, and Fr. Bob Franco. Bishop-Elect Michael Woost will
be the celebrant for the Vigil Mass, and Matt Fafrak will lead us in
contemporary praise music throughout the day and evening. Visit the
CRM website: www.crmweb.org or call Sandy at 440-554-8119 for
more information and to register. Advance registration postmarked by
Wednesday, July 6th, is $30, and at the door $35. Come, experience
the healing power and gifts of the Holy Spirit!
Peter’s Shadow, Healing Prayer Ministry will conduct a Night of
Healing Prayer at Holy Angels Parish, 18205 Chillicothe Rd, Chagrin
Falls, OH 44023 on Wednesday July 20, 2022, beginning at 6:30
PM. All are welcome at this free event to come and witness the presence
and healing power of Jesus. There will be praise and worship, adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament, healing prayer and thanksgiving. For more
information, please contact the Peter’s Shadow Leadership Team at
HealingPrayer@PetersShadow.org or by calling 234-206-0263.
Our Lady of Angels Prayer Group
Romans 12:2 “…be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may
discern what is the will of God, what is good and pleasing and perfect.” Our
Lady of Angels Prayer Group will offer a ‘Life in the Spirit Seminar’
this Fall on eight consecutive Tuesdays, September 6th through
October 25th, 2022 from 7:30-9:00pm. Join us in the Primary Building
(behind Linus Hall) 3644 Rocky River Dr., Cleveland, OH 44111 (there will be
signs).
This seminar will focus on the movement we know as the Catholic
Charismatic Renewal – a renewal that all the Popes from Paul VI to Francis
have given their support and approval. If you desire more for your life,
this seminar can be the beginning of a ‘renewal’ of the gifts of the Holy
Spirit. The seminar presentations for the eight weeks will prepare
participants for the prayer of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. We have
already received the gifts of the Holy Spirit through the Sacraments of
Baptism and Confirmation. This prayer is a new, refreshing renewal of the
Holy Spirit’s gifts for your life and helps you to surrender more fully to
Our Lord Jesus. To support you to live out this new life, we offer our
weekly prayer meeting – joining with like-minded people in a prayer group.
For more information and to register, please phone Verna at 216-2513560 or Tom at 216-252-5724. There is NO charge for this seminar.
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any sort of human manipulation to try and manufacture the
experience but also believed in leaving room for the authentic
experience.
Both Cardinal Suenens and Francis MacNutt shared a vision
for a charismatic renewal of the whole church, but they
differed on where “resting in the Spirit” fits into that
vision. Cardinal Suenens saw “no place for a religious
practice which remains on the fringes of the common
Christian life” whereas MacNutt longed for the day
when “resting in the Spirit is not seen as some weird fringe
element in Christianity but as a normal - even ordinary component of prayer meetings.” Thirty-five years after the
publication of this final Malines document, Resting in the
Spirit has not disappeared from the Catholic Charismatic
Renewal. Will it marginalize the Renewal as Cardinal
Suenens feared? Or will it be more widely accepted as a

normal part of healing prayer as MacNutt hoped? Whether
or not one agrees with Cardinal Suenens’ conclusions, his
call for careful discernment remains relevant and must
continue.
John Gresham is the author of “Jesus 101: God and Man”
and of “Holy Spirit 101: Present Among Us”. He has served
on the NSC Council since 2015. “The encounter with God
impacts both soul and body. When people experience the
powerful presence of God, sometimes they cry, sometimes
they laugh, and sometimes they fall to the ground like St.
Paul on the road to Damascus.
© 2021, available on the National Service Committee
website, www.nsc-chariscenter.org, used with
permission.
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