
The early days of the Renewal were marked
by a powerful experience of Christian
unity. Many of the first prayer groups and
covenant communities were ecumenical. The
Renewal worked closely with the Renewal in
other churches. This led to large ecumenical
charismatic conferences in the 1970’s, and it
contributed to the rapid spread of the Renewal
throughout the world.

Unfortunately, the unity of the Renewal did
not last. For many reasons the Renewal
fragmented in the 1980’s. There were
divisions between the prayer groups and
covenant communities, and between the
covenant communities. There was a general
retreat from ecumenism as many Catholics
focused on Catholic Church and parish
renewal, and many Protestants began
forming new charismatic churches. While
some of these developments produced good
fruit (e.g., church and parish renewal, new
charismatic churches and ministries), the
overall affect was to weaken ecumenism and
charismatic renewal in the USA.

What the Lord Is Doing Today
Through repentance, forgiveness, and
reconciliation the Holy Spirit is working to
restore the unity that was lost in the 1980’s.
In recent years the Lord has restored good
relationships among many of the covenant
communities. The Lord has also been working
through the National Service Committee and
the Gathering of National Leadership Groups
to restore and build relational unity among
leaders from throughout the Catholic
Charismatic Renewal.
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By Paul Dinolfo

   When St. Peter saw Cornelius
speaking in tongues and praising God,
he recognized that the Spirit had
been poured out on a Gentile, just as the
Spirit had been given to Jewish believers.
At that moment Peter experience a
paradigm shift.  For the first time he
recognized a Gentile as his brother in
Christ (Acts 10:44-48).

Many of us have had a similar experience
in charismatic renewal. Catholics, Protestants
and Orthodox have experienced genuine
unity despite our differences. This experience
of unity is one of the most remarkable (and
unexpected) fruits of baptism in the Spirit.

Christian unity was an unexpected fruit of
the first Pentecost. The Holy Spirit did more
than transform individuals. He began a
profound work of unity. Jews from throughout
the Roman Empire were brought into unity.
Those first Christians lived together as a
family-like community (Acts 2:42-47).

Acts is the story of how this unity was
extended geographically (i.e., from Jerusalem
to Rome) and culturally (i.e., Jews, Samaritans,
God fearers, pagans). This work of unity is
at the heart of God’s purpose in sending the
Holy Spirit. This should be no surprise as Jesus’
last prayer was for unity (John 17), and God’s
ultimate plan is “to unite everything in heaven
and on earth together under one head, even
Christ” (Eph 1:10).



Thirdly, we need to be willing to sacrifice.
Bear your share of hardship along with me like a
good soldier of Christ Jesus. To satisfy the one who
recruited him, a soldier does not become entangled
in the business affairs of life. (2 Timothy 2:3-4)

St. Paul is alluding to a variety of hardships. Some of these
hardships may include the personally imposed disciplines
of almsgiving, prayer and fasting. Other hardships come
from outside of ourselves. Standing up for our faith in Jesus
Christ may make us unpopular or even persecuted.

Finally, we need to be missionary minded. Our fight does
not consist in simply defending our souls from the evils
around us. We share in the mission of Jesus Christ. He came
to bring God’s reign to earth. By prayer and example, by
words of truth and the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we are to
make Jesus known in our age. As St. Paul said:

I have become all things to all, to save at least some.
All this I do for the sake of the gospel, so that I too
may have a share in it. (1 Corinthians 9:22b-23)

Samuel J. Stone penned the words to the song, The Church’s
one Foundation. This is verse three.

‘Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war,
She waits the consummation of peace forevermore,
Till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are
blest,
And the great Church victorious shall be the Church
at rest.
May our battle ready stance assist us in our earthly
struggle that we might join the Church victorious
and at rest.

JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2020

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I recently became aware of the ministry of a Catholic
layman named Doug Barry. He has a website named Radix-
Battle Ready and a television program on EWTN named
Battle Ready. His desire is to equip the Catholic laity to
engage in the battles that we experience in our earthly
lives.

Battle Ready-Are we?

I was struck by the daily Mass readings at the end of
November 2019, the final two weeks of the Church’s
liturgical year. The first readings from these days were from
first and second Maccabees and the book of Daniel. The
Maccabean readings chronicle the struggles of God’s
people when King Antiochus forced a cultural revolution
on the Jews that caused each person to choose the Living
God or the current King. The readings from the book of
Daniel focused on struggle that Daniel and his companions
had living a life of faith in a foreign land. Both sets of people
struggled with individuals and powers who sought to
eradicate their faith. Daniel, his companions and the
followers of the Maccabean families proved themselves
to be battle ready. They were ready to lay down their lives
for their faith.

Here are four points to help us be battle ready.

First, we need to pray. The Anglican Bishop Walsham How
penned the hymn For All the Saints. The second verse goes:

Thou wast their Rock, their Fortress and their Might;
Thou, Lord, their Captain in the well fought fight;
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true Light.
Alleluia, Alleluia!

These words highlight the fact that we must know Jesus as
our Rock, Fortress, Might and Captain in our well fought
fight. To know Jesus in this way means that we converse
with Him on a daily basis. We are not battle ready unless
we meet with the Lord each day.

Secondly, we need to have a heightened sense of
discernment. If we are unclear about good and evil, right
and wrong, we will most likely end up excusing sin instead
of rooting it out of our lives. Hebrews 6:13-14 reads:

Everyone who lives on milk lacks experience of the
word of righteousness, for he is a child. But solid
food is for the mature, for those whose faculties
are trained by practice to discern good and evil.

We need to learn what real righteousness is and then live
accordingly. St. Paul puts it this way:

Do not conform yourself to this age but be
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you
may discern what is the will of God, what is good
and pleasing and perfect. (Romans 12:2)

If we follow the spirit of our age, we become
thermometers. We reflect the temperature of the current
culture. If our minds are renewed by Christ, we become
thermostats. We give witness to Jesus and raise the
spiritual condition of our environment.

In Christ,
Fr. Bob Franco

CCCCCATHOLIC ATHOLIC ATHOLIC ATHOLIC ATHOLIC RRRRRENEWAL ENEWAL ENEWAL ENEWAL ENEWAL MMMMMINISTRIESINISTRIESINISTRIESINISTRIESINISTRIES
28706     EUCLID AVENUE, BOXEUCLID AVENUE, BOXEUCLID AVENUE, BOXEUCLID AVENUE, BOXEUCLID AVENUE, BOX  4
WICKLIFFE, OHIOWICKLIFFE, OHIOWICKLIFFE, OHIOWICKLIFFE, OHIOWICKLIFFE, OHIO    44092
crmweb.org /  /  /  /  / (440)944-9445

THE FLAME IS THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF CATHOLICTHE FLAME IS THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF CATHOLICTHE FLAME IS THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF CATHOLICTHE FLAME IS THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF CATHOLICTHE FLAME IS THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF CATHOLIC
RENEWAL MINISTRIES FOR THE DIOCESE OF CLEVELAND.RENEWAL MINISTRIES FOR THE DIOCESE OF CLEVELAND.RENEWAL MINISTRIES FOR THE DIOCESE OF CLEVELAND.RENEWAL MINISTRIES FOR THE DIOCESE OF CLEVELAND.RENEWAL MINISTRIES FOR THE DIOCESE OF CLEVELAND.

FR. ROBERT FRANCO LIASONFR. ROBERT FRANCO LIASONFR. ROBERT FRANCO LIASONFR. ROBERT FRANCO LIASONFR. ROBERT FRANCO LIASON     TO CATHOLIC RENEWAL MINISTRIES.TO CATHOLIC RENEWAL MINISTRIES.TO CATHOLIC RENEWAL MINISTRIES.TO CATHOLIC RENEWAL MINISTRIES.TO CATHOLIC RENEWAL MINISTRIES.

DENISE CALABRESEDENISE CALABRESEDENISE CALABRESEDENISE CALABRESEDENISE CALABRESE,,,,,  PUBLISHER AND EDITOR. PUBLISHER AND EDITOR. PUBLISHER AND EDITOR. PUBLISHER AND EDITOR. PUBLISHER AND EDITOR.





Catholic Renewal Ministries Traveling Charismatic Mass
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Catholic Renewal Ministries Events

Peter’s Shadow Healing Prayer Ministry will host an
Afternoon of Healing Prayer on January 29, 2020 at St.
Ambrose Parish.  The mission of Jesus was to preach
salvation, healing and redemption.  This is still His
mission.  Come and experience Jesus on mission at St.
Ambrose, 929 Pearl Rd. in Brunswick, OH 44212.  The
service will begin at 1:30 PM and conclude promptly at
4:30 PM.  All are welcome and there is no charge to
attend and no reservations are needed.  Peter’s Shadow
can be reached at 234-206-0263 or by email at
HealingPrayer@PetersShadow.org. Jesus is healing today.

Catholic Renewal Ministries will host a Charismatic Mass
on Friday, January 31st, at 7:00 p.m., at St. Peter Parish,
35777 Center Ridge Rd., North Ridgeville 44039.  Fr. Bob
Franco will be the celebrant.  Praise and worship will
begin at 7:00 and the liturgy will start at 7:30.  Healing
prayer teams will be available after mass for individual
prayer, and there will also be a social after mass.
       For more information, please contact Fr. Franco at
440-327-2201 or CRM at 440-944-9445.  Come and bring
a friend!  This will be a time to truly encounter the Lord.

St Joseph Parish in Strongsville will host a Night of Healing
Prayer on February 19, 2020.  You are invited to become
part of a movement that is sweeping the world.  Jesus
still heals today and you can witness the power of the
Holy Spirit in action.  That’s February 19, beginning at
6:30 and going until 9:30 PM at St. Joseph Parish, 12700
Pearl Rd, Strongsville, OH 44139.  All are welcome and
there is no charge and no reservations needed.  For more
information, contact Peter’s Shadow at 234-206-0263 or
by email at HealingPrayer@PetersShadow.org.

The Holy Spirit Prayer Center and the Living Word
Ministry of Praise Prayer Group will host a Healing Mass
& Service on Saturday, February 22nd, at 6:30 pm at St.
Ambrose Church.  Fr. Bob Stec will be the mass celebrant.
There will be Eucharistic Adoration following the Healing
Mass and Denise Calabrese will lead the praise and
worship time and healing prayer service.  During the days
when we are feeling a sense of brokenness and facing
challenges in life, let us come together for God’s Healing
Grace.
       This is a Free Event! Visit http://www.StAmbrose.us
or holyspiritprayercenter.org for more details.

The SS. Cosmas & Damian Prayer Group invites all to a
Night of Praise and Worship on February 22, 2020 from
7:15 pm to 9 pm.  Come, be part of an amazing evening
of praise and worship of God in the power of the Holy
Spirit.  Healing and Prayer Teams will also be available
for individual prayer.  SS. Cosmas & Damian is located at
10439 Ravenna Rd., in Twinsburg 44087.  For more
information, please contact Brenda or Denny Carleton
at 216-392-8749.

Catholic Renewal Ministries will host an Unbound:
Freedom in Christ Conference on Friday and Saturday,
March 6 & 7, 2020.  Neal and Janet Lozano will be here
in Cleveland to present the conference sessions.  As
founders of the Heart of the Father Ministries, they travel
both nationally and internationally to bring the message
of Unbound through training seminars and conferences.
       Unbound is a ministry of freedom and healing that
helps us to release the Power of the Gospel into our lives.
Jesus came to set us free by breaking the power of sin
and revealing the love of God to us.  At the Unbound:
Freedom in Christ Conference, you will learn how to
unlock your prison doors by using the Five Keys To
Freedom.  The conference involves times of prayer and
worship, insightful teaching, and personal ministry from
our ministry team.
       On Friday, the conference session will start at 7:00
pm, with registration opening at 6:30 pm.  Saturday,
continental breakfast, lunch, and dinner will be provided.
The conference will be held in Founders Hall at the Center
for Pastoral Leadership, 28700 Euclid Ave., Wickliffe, OH
44092.  Registration for the two day conference will be
$75 per person for registrations postmarked by February
10th.  Late registration is $90 postmarked by February
25th.  There will be NO registration at the door.  Plan to
register early since space is limited.
       More registration and schedule details and PayPal
registration are available at crmweb.org.  For any
questions, please call CRM at 440-944-9445, or Marge
Zampino at 216-990-0919; or email
CRMUnboundConference@gmail.com.

Be present for a Night of Healing Prayer on March 2,
2020 at St. John Vianney Parish, 7575 Bellflower Rd.
Mentor, OH 44060.  We know that Jesus still heals and
that the Holy Spirit is alive and active when we call upon
Him.  Come expecting a movement of God at St. John
Vianney on March 2.   Peter’s Shadow can be reached at
234-206-0263 or by email at
HealingPrayer@PetersShadow.org.visit us online:visit us online:visit us online:visit us online:visit us online:
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at Magnificat High School in Rocky River.  This year’s theme is “Give New Signs and Work New Wonders”.  The
conference opens on Friday at 7:00 p.m.  Guest speakers will be Bishop Sam Jacob and two Sisters from the
Disciples of the Lord Jesus.  Please visit crmweb.org for conference updates and add this event to your 2020
calendar.  Come experience the healing power and gifts of the Holy Spirit!



Reprinted with permission. Pentecost
Today, Summer 2019 Volume 44 Number 3.

Many years ago, the Lord spoke to my
community, the Sword of the Spirit, about
coming together to be a bulwark. He told us
that if we are to stand as Christians and reach
out to a world that is descending into moral
darkness, we will need to stand and work
together. He told us we need to do this with
other Christians and Christian groups. I believe
this word applies to the whole charismatic
renewal. Pope Francis has been speaking a
similar message.

Pope Francis established CHARIS to unify the
Catholic Charismatic Renewal, to foster
evangelism and baptism in the Spirit, and
topromote Christian unity. The challenge for
us is to find tangible ways to respond to this
call.

Some Ways We Might Respond
We can start by getting to know each other
better. We can seek to build relationships with
those who represent different expressions of
the Renewal (e.g., prayer groups, covenant
communities, ministries; Catholic, Protestant,

and ecumenical). I know we are all busy;
nevertheless, we must place a high priority
on building unity. We can look for ways to
support each other. We can pray for each
other.

We can speak well of each other. We can
promote the good things others are doing. We
can look for ways to work together. I believe
our efforts to build unity will benefit us in ways
we could never predict, because we will be in
harmony with the will of God, who desires that
we be one as he is one. Holy Spirit make us
one!

Paul Dinolfo is the senior coordinator of the
Work of Christ Community, an ecumenical
covenant community (Catholics, Protestants,
Eastern Orthodox) in East Lansing, Michigan.
Paul served from 2008 to 2016 as president
of the North American region of the Sword of
the Spirit, an international ecumenical
association of covenant communities.
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JULY 17th AND 18th, 2020
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