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By Fr. Bob Hogan, BBD
A Theology of Charismatic Renewal

Theology:
St. Paul taught that we become a new
person in Jesus Christ. This involves a
transformation of our hearts and of our
minds: “Do not conform yourselves to this
age but be transformed by the renewal of
your mind, that you may discern what is
the will of God, what is good and pleasing
and perfect” (Rom 12:2). The word
“Theology” literally means the “study of
God.” It has commonly been said that
Theology is “faith seeking understanding.”
In Jesus’ parable of the Sower and the Seed
he says that “the seed sown on rocky
ground is the one who hears the word and
receives it at once with joy. But he has no
roots and lasts only for a time.” Those who
bear much fruit are those who “hear the
word and understand it” (Mt 13:20-23). The
gift, and experience, of faith that touches
our hearts has to also take root in our minds
to bear full and lasting fruit.
Charismatic:
In the New Testament the Greek word
“charism” is usually translated as “gift of
the Spirit” or “spiritual gift.” The Second
Vatican Council described the Church as
being both hierarchical and charismatic.
The word hierarchical emphasizes the role
of the ordained ministry of the pope,
bishops, priests, and deacons. The word
charismatic emphasizes that all the
followers of Jesus are given spiritual gifts
(aka charisms) for the building up of the
body of Christ, the Church. The charismatic
dimension of the Church includes religious

communities, religious movements,
approved apparitions, the rosary, the
Divine Mercy chaplet, and all the individual
spiritual gifts that God pours out on each
follower of Jesus that have been discerned
by the Church to be true workings of the
Holy Spirit. The last three popes have
taught that the hierarchical and
charismatic dimensions of the Church are
co-essential.
Charismatic Renewal:
The recently promulgated Statutes for
CHARIS (Catholic Charismatic Renewal
International Services), which came from
the initiative of Pope Francis, quote
Cardinal Leon Joseph Suenens in stating
that charismatic renewal ‘is a flow of grace
(a current of grace), a renewing breath of
the Holy Spirit, intended for all members
of the Church.” It is different from other
movements in the Church in that it is
“a sovereign work of the Holy Spirit;” has
“no founder or founding group;” and is
meant not just for some particular people
with a calling to a particular group, but is
meant for all members of the Church. The
Statutes state: “Common to all expressions
of Catholic Charismatic Renewal is the
experience of the fruits of Pentecost
through an outpouring of spiritual gifts
called baptism in the Holy Spirit, involving
a personal encounter with Jesus Christ
as Savior, an openness to the Word of
God, to exercising the charisms and to
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

It has been a little less than two months since many of us
participated in CRM’s annual conference, this year entitled
Arise and Be Healed! It was a wonderful time of worship,
teaching and encountering the Lord Jesus in the power of
the Holy Spirit. Many people met Jesus on a deeper level
and many people were healed. I am grateful for our
speakers, our volunteers and our conference committee
for their labor of love in serving this conference.

These kinds of conferences put us in touch with the deeper
reality that always surrounds us but is not as readily
perceptible. There are two responses to these sorts of peak
experiences. We can go looking for more and better
religious experiences. Or we can file the “conference
experience” in the “happy memory” bin in our brain along
with Disneyworld and other vacations. Neither of these
approaches is good.

Seeking religious experiences can lead us to desire the
experience more than the Lord. Though the deeper reality
always surrounds us, we walk by faith. We do not always
have goosebumps. Seeking religious experiences could
easily lead us to disappointments or worse. Religious
experience seeking without discernment can lead to occult
or toxic religious practices.

On the other hand, charismatic conferences and personal
encounters with the Lord ought not to become happy
memories without a connection to daily life. Our goal is to
become mature disciples of Jesus Christ. These
experiences are to be transformative that keep us walking
by faith with the Lord, whether we are energized or a bit
weary. We want to live for Christ the way he died for us,
becoming a total gift of self to the Father.

A brother priest named Fr. Von DeRosia, includes three
short quotes of St. Therese of Lisieux at the bottom of his
emails. They read: To ecstasy, I prefer the monotony of
sacrifice. To remain little is to recognize our nothingness.
Sacrifice is the food of love. Very challenging words from a
Doctor of the Church!

To prefer the monotony of sacrifice over ecstasy. I think St.
Therese was acutely aware that our love for the Lord is
revealed through our day to day hidden service of God’s
people. Our sacrifices, hidden and unglamorous, mean
more than our religious experiences. Our power encounters
with the Lord ought to inspire us to be faithful to Him in
both our public and hidden lives.

To remain little gives us a true perspective on life. Whether
we are unknown or well known to the world, before God,
we are nothing. The amazing thing about life is that God
so loved us that he gave his Son Jesus Christ for us! Taking
on our “nothingness”, he imbues us with a dignity beyond
our reckoning. Apart from Christ we can do nothing (see
John 15:5) but in Christ we can do all things! (see Philippians
4:13).

That sacrifice is the food of love reminds us of how Jesus
lived. His sacrifice is the full revelation of love, and in an
amazing mystery, becomes our food every time we
celebrate the Eucharist. By embracing the sacrifices of
being a disciple, our love for the Lord grows stronger.
Sacrifices willingly embraced nourish our relationship with
Jesus.

St. Paul wrote to the Church at Colossae these words:
…to whom God chose to make known the riches of
the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; it is
Christ in you, the hope for glory. It is he whom we
proclaim, admonishing everyone and teaching
everyone with all wisdom, that we may present
everyone perfect in Christ. For this I labor and
struggle in accord with the exercise of his power
working within me. (Colossians 1:27-29)

The word perfect in this context means mature or finished.
It refers to the end product. This is our goal: to become
mature in Jesus Christ.

Let us strive for this kind of maturity. By God’s grace, we
will be transformed into that same image from glory to
glory, as from the Lord who is the Spirit. (II Corinthians 3:18).
That image is Jesus Christ.

In Christ,

Fr. Bob Franco
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Peter ’s Shadow will host Freedom in Christ, an
Unbound Conference from 8 am to 8:30 pm. on
Saturday, October 12, 2019.  Unbound is a simple, gentle,
& powerful prayer ministry where you will learn how to
claim the freedom that Jesus promised!  The conference
will be held at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Parish
Community Center Gymnasium, 1905 Portage Trail,
Cuyahoga Falls 44223.  Vigil Mass will be offered.
     Please visit PetersShadow.org/conferences to print
the mail-in registration or to register online.  For
registrations by Sept. 30th, the cost is $35 per person and
breakfast and lunch are included.  After this date, the
cost is $40.

The Holy Spirit Prayer Center will host, “Through the Eyes
of Mary”, Healing Prayer Service on Sunday, October 20,
2019 at 7:00 pm at St. Ambrose Catholic Parish located
at 929 Pearl Rd. in Brunswick.  During the Days when we
are Feeling a Sense of Brokenness and Facing Challenges,
Let’s Come Together for God’s Healing Grace.  Join
Worship Minister, Denise Calabrese with the Living Word
Ministry of Praise Prayer Group and FIAT Band & Music
Ministry Members for Scripture, Song and Healing, Praise
& Worship with Eucharistic Adoration.
     This is a Free Event!  Visit http://www.StAmbrose.us
or holyspiritprayercenter.org for more details.
     Save the Date:  Another healing prayer service will
be held on Saturday, November 23, 2019 at 6:30 pm also
at St. Ambrose Church.

Sing and Praise God With Joy!  Catholic Renewal
Ministries’ Traveling Charismatic Mass for October will
be held at St. Matthias Parish on Friday, October 25th,
at 7:00 p.m.  Fr. Bob Franco will be the celebrant.  The
church is located at 1200 W. Sprague Rd. in Parma, 44134.
Healing prayer teams will be available after mass
for individual prayer.  For more information, please
contact Fr. Franco at 440-327-2201 or the CRM office at
440-944-9445.

The Community of the Risen Lord invites you to a Healing
Service and Four Steps Retreat at SS. Cosmas & Damian
Church, 10419 Ravenna Rd., Twinsburg 44087.  The
Healing Service will be on Friday, November 1st, starting
at 7:00 pm.  While the Retreat will be on Saturday,
November 2nd, from 1 pm to 8 pm and Sunday, November
3rd, from 9 am to 5:30 pm.  Both events will be conducted
by Bro. Jagath Nanayakkara from the Community of the
Risen Lord, Sri Lanka.  The retreat will conclude with Mass
with Fr. Michael Stalla as Celebrant. These are free events
and food & beverages will be provided.  For more
information, please contact Sujith at 330-957-3147,
Priyanthi at 330-212-8485, or Bob at 513-479-4517.

Catholic Renewal Ministries Events
A LIFE IN THE SPIRIT SEMINAR
Our Lady of Angels Prayer Group invites you to a LIFE IN
THE SPIRIT SEMINAR.  Fan into flame the graces received
at Baptism and Confirmation, and work to bring about a
change in your personal relationship with our Lord.
Come with a resolve to respond to the transforming
presence and power of the Holy Spirit, who invites us
to ongoing conversion.  We will meet on eight
CONSECUTIVE Tuesday evenings beginning September
10 to October 29, 2019 from 7:30-9:00pm.  Fellowship
will follow each evening. We meet in the Primary school
Building at 3644 Rocky River Dr., Cleveland, OH 44111,
behind Linus Hall (signs will be up).  FOR YOUR BENEFIT,
THIS SEMINAR IS LIMITED TO 20 PARTICIPANTS.  For info
and reservations phone Verna, 216.251.3560 OR Tom
216.252.5724.  There is NO charge for the seminar.

Peter’s Shadow will host Dave VanVickle, internationally
known speaker on spiritual warfare, in a one day seminar
on September 7, 2019, at Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish, 1905 Portage Trail, Cuyahoga Falls, OH, 44223.
This seminar will instruct you on the Catholic Church’s
teaching in spiritual warfare, and how, as Catholics, to
succeed in the battle. You will receive strategies and tools
to help propel you to victory in the war for souls.
     Seating is limited; sign up now at PetersShadow.org
for this essential and exciting one day course.
Pre-registration is required.  There is no registration at
the door.  The cost is $55 which includes lunch and all
materials.

Mary, Queen of Heaven and Earth Chapter of Magnificat,
a women’s ministry modeled after the Visitation, invites
you to a Breakfast, Saturday, September 21, 2019, at
Walsh University, Barrette Center, 2020 East Maple
Street, North Canton, Ohio.  Join us in a special time of
fellowship and sharing.  Cindy Russo will be the guest
speaker.
  Cost:  $20 Mail-in / $21 Online — Go to
magnificatstark.weebly.com to print out a Reservation
Form or to pay online.  Make checks payable to
“Magnificat of Stark County” and send with a completed
Reservation Form to Vicki Vasto, 8735 Glenarden Circle
NW, Massillon, OH 44646.  RESERVATIONS CANNOT BE
ACCEPTED AFTER SEPTEMBER 14th.
     Open seating.  Doors open at 8:30 am with Breakfast
at 9:00 am.  There will be an optional Mass at 8:00 a.m.
in Our Lady of Perpetual Help Chapel at Walsh University.
For further information call Joan Spieth at 330-933-8778.

visit us online:visit us online:visit us online:visit us online:visit us online:
crmweb.org



Hello, my name is Diane
Hendrix and yesterday my
husband and I along with
our 8 year old son at-
tended the retreat. We are
from Lakewood NY and the
reason we attended is that
we have been to Father
McAlear's retreats on
three different occasions
and whenever he is near
by , we attend. This past
weekend we went to pray
for an elderly home bound
friend and for some other

aging relatives who are also homebound. However,
what we were not expecting or even planning on
praying for my husband.

In 2004 my husband Toby fell off  our roof while
cleaning gutters. He ripped everything that was
attaching his shoulder to his body. We found the
best surgeon ( he was the surgeon used by the
Buffalo Bills at that time) and Toby had his arm
reattached using seven titanium pins. The surgeon
told me after the operation it was the most difficult
shoulder surgery he had ever performed and that
Toby would probably only have limited mobility in
that arm. The surgeon was right, Toby ended up not
being able to used his right arm for anything. He
could not lift his arm over his head or swing a base-
ball bar with our boys, or a golf club or even hang a
picture on the wall. Even after 15 years he would
have pain in that shoulder and no mobility in it
either. It just became normal for him and we forgot
about it.

(Continued on Page 6)

TESTIMONY:  ARISE AND BE HEALED
CATHOLIC RENEWAL MINISTRIES 37TH ANNUAL CHARISMATIC CONFERENCE



    “Where the Spirit of the Lord is present,
            there is freedom.”  2 Corinthians 3:1

Our Lady of Angels Prayer Group
invites you to a LIFE IN THE SPIRIT
SEMINAR. Fan into flame the graces
received at Baptism and Confirmation,

and work to bring about a change in your personal
relationship with our Lord.  Come with a resolve to personally
respond to ongoing conversion, and bring an openness to the
transforming presence and power of the Holy Spirit!

Where?   Our Lady of Angels Church, Primary School Bldg.
(behind Linus Hall) – Handicap Accessible
3644 Rocky River Dr. – Cleveland, OH  44111

When? Eight Consecutive Tuesdays beginning September 10th

       through October 29, 2019.

Time? 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm
              (Refreshments will follow the presentation each evening.)

            For information or to make a reservation, phone:
              Verna 216.251.3560  OR  Tom 216.252.5724

     For your benefit,this seminar is limited to 20 participants!

So, last night, when Mary Healy was talking about
words of knowledge, one of the priests said "some-
one with a shoulder injury that involves metal" My
husband looked at me, and I said, "why don't you
stand up?" So he did. And people prayed over him.
Then he felt different after that and on his way out
the doors of Magnificat Highschool for the first time
since the injury he was able to lift his arm over his
head and touch the door jamb! This is something
that was a complete impossibility for him before
yesterday. Not because of pain, but because of how
his arm had been reattached, it just did not extend
or move upward. He was in shock!!! So was I! He
was even in more shock this morning when he
actually was able to swing a golf club, the first time
in 15 years!! I attached a photo.

This is truly a miracle healing that we had not even
expected, thought of or anticipated. It is life chang-
ing for him, because now he can play baseball with
our sons, lift weights and play golf with our 13 year
old, hammer a nail into the wall, brush his hair with
his right arm etc. etc. All the things he had given up
on. Our two sons are so excited that their dad can
participate with them in athletics and it is truly
life changing for my husband. Praise God for this
unexpected surprise!! Thank you Jesus and thank
you to all who participated in this miraculous week-
end of healing.

God Bless All of You!

Diane, Toby, Dustin and Preston Hendrix
Lakewood New York

(Continued from Page 5)



evangelization in faithful service to the
Church.” The Statutes also state that
Catholic Charismatic Renewal is also “part
of an ecumenical current of grace.”

A Theology of
Charismatic Renewal seeks to
understand the full role of the Holy Spirit,
as it is explained in the Scriptures
and teaching of the Church. In the Old
Testament there is an unfolding revelation
that as God gave his Spirit to certain
leaders of the Israelites, there would be a
final messiah (Christ, Anointed One) who
would make it possible for all his followers
to receive the Holy Spirit. John the Baptist
declared that this Messiah/Christ would
baptize in the Holy Spirit, and pointed to
Jesus as being this Messiah/Christ. Jesus
at the Last Supper, and before Ascending
into heaven, promised to send the Holy
Spirit as another Advocate, and as “Power

(Continued from Page 1)
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from on High.” St. Paul continues to unfold
the understanding of the Holy Spirit: that
it is by the Spirit that we cry “Abba,
Father,” and can declare that “Jesus is
Lord;” that the gifts of the Spirit are
“manifestations” of the Spirit; and the fruits
of the Spirit are given to overcome the flesh
and lead us to holiness.
Charismatic Renewal is meant to be a
reminder in the Church of the full role of
the Holy Spirit, so that all followers of Jesus,
the Christ, will enter into their inheritance
as people living fully in the Holy Spirit.

Fr. Bob Hogan, BBD is a former member
and chairman for the National Service
Committee for Charismatic Renewal,
and a member of the NSC Council.

   During the Days when we are Feeling a
    Sense of Brokenness & Facing Challenges,
    Let’s Come Together for God’s Healing Grace.
    Sunday, October 20, 2019 at 7:00 PM

Scripture, Song and Healing,
    Praise & Worship with Eucharistic Adoration

Holy Spirit Prayer Center and the
Living Word Ministry of Praise Prayer Group

FREE EVENT!
www.StAmbrose.us

Join Worship Minister,
   Denise Calabrese
Holy Spirit Prayer Center

         featuring
   FIAT Band & Music
   Ministry Members

929 Pearl Road, Brunswick, OH 44212
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