
Like all children for me Christmas was such a 
wonderful occasion of family togetherness, 
delicious food and a variety of surprises. However, 
with the onset of my teenage years the excitement 
quickly subsided and I learned to tame my 
expectations. 

In reality, these ‘red letter’ days pass very quickly. 
Indeed, sometimes the anticipation surpasses the 
actual celebration. 

The Golden Jubilee of CCR is the culmination, for 
many of us, of an intense period of preparation at 
local, national and international levels. It is 
however important that we do not view this as a 
mere celebration. Otherwise, the anniversary will 
come and go and then, with the passing of time, it 
will be no more than a distant memory. 

The 50th anniversary of CCR marks the crossing of 
an important threshold. In one sense, it marks the 
drawing to a close of a particular season of the 
Spirit. The time when we saw the Holy Spirit at 
work in the Church bringing forth renewal and 
giving birth to many new things. This was in the 
slipstream of the second Vatican Council. 

Reading the testimonies of those who were 
present at the Duquesne weekend and of other 
pioneers in the Renewal, I was struck by how many 
of them came from ‘good Catholic’ families and 
already had a residual faith. Thus when the fire of 
the Holy Spirit descended, their lives were quickly 
ignited and their faith came alive. When they were 
‘clothed with power from on high’ they began to
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eagerly embrace the new things of the Spirit and 
spontaneously move in the charisms. 

Their experience was in many ways beyond their 
understanding. Thankfully, their openness and 
youthful enthusiasm enabled the fire of the Holy 
Spirit to spread throughout the world. 

Today we live in a very different time in the Church 
and the world. In many societies, particularly in the 
West, there has been a surge of secular humanism. 
Christianity is under threat and various forms of 
persecution are becoming more commonplace. 
Alongside this there is an increasing apathy. St. 
John Paul II referred to this as a ‘silent apostasy 
where people have all that they need and who live 
as if God did not exist.’ 

In this context, I sense that our Golden Jubilee 
marks a gradual progression from the Pentecost 
event in Acts 2:1-16 to Acts 4:23- 31, where we see 
the Church under persecution. At Pentecost the 
Holy Spirit was poured out on the entire assembly 
in the Upper Room as a grace for conversion and 
mission. Certainly we still need this today. Indeed, 
Pope Francis has encouraged us to ‘share with all in 
the Church the grace of baptism in the Holy Spirit.’ 

In preparation for the Jubilee, in November 2013, 
ICCRS held a prophetic consultation in the Holy 
Land gathering together 160 international leaders. 
The aim was to listen together to the Lord for his 
word as we approached the Jubilee. During our 
pilgrimage day in Jerusalem, we gathered in the         
                  Continued on Page 6
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Dear Readers of the Flame,

Just what is the essence of the charismatic renewal? 
As we celebrate 50 years of this special movement of 
the Holy Spirit, we would do well to reflect on this 
question. I often meet people who have had some 
experience of the renewal but write it off. Perhaps they 
have met an overly enthusiastic “charismaniac”, whose 
enthusiasm left them with the impression that this is a 
movement for the emotionally unstable. Distinguishing 
the essence of the charismatic renewal from that which 
is extraneous may help us explain it to others.

Here are three essentials of the renewal:
Baptism in the Holy Spirit: This phrase refers to an 
empowering and sometimes personally cleansing 
encounter with the Holy Spirit. John the Baptist uses 
this phrase. (Matthew 3:11, Mark 1:8, Luke 3:16, John 
1:33) Jesus uses similar phraseology. (Luke 24:49 & 
Acts 1:5, 8) This encounter with the Holy Spirit is not 
simply a sacramental event but a personal experience. 
For example, when Philip preached the gospel in 
Samaria (Acts 8) and baptized them, there was great 
joy among the believers. However, there seemed to be 
something missing. He sent word to the Apostles in 
Jerusalem. Peter and John went to Samaria and 
prayed over these new converts. (This passage is often 
the basis for the sacrament of confirmation.) A magician 
named Simon saw that the Holy Spirit was conferred on 
these Samaritan believers and tried to buy this power 
from Peter and John. That would be a topic for another 
time. However, the question is, just what did Simon 
see? The prayer and laying of hands made a visible 
difference in the lives of these Samaritans. Did they 
pray in tongues? Did they prophesy? The text does not 
say. However, we know that something manifestly 
powerful happened. And this leads to the second 
essential.

Gifts of the Holy Spirit (charisms): In the early 
Church, fully initiated Christians were expected to have 
received some sort of charism (spiritual gift) by which 
they could build up the Church. Healing was common 
place in the early communities. They were the tools by 
which the Church conducted its business. Jesus 
referred to them not as merit badges (see Matthew 
7:21-23) but as gifts that would help the Church fulfill its 
mission (Mark 16:15-18). As time marched and the 
Church became more institutionalized, the expression 
of charisms diminished. However, charisms were never 
completely stifled. In the minds of many, they seemed 

manifested in the lives of the demonstrably holy. 
However, that is not the biblical teaching. Charisms were 
reaffirmed by Vatican II (LG #12 et al) and as they were 
earnestly sought for (I Corinthians 12:31a & 14:1) they 
reappeared in the lives of ordinary people.

The Message of the Renewal: The charismatic renewal 
has really led to a kerygmatic renewal. The Greek word 
kerygma means proclamation. It refers to the basic 
gospel message. That is why the phrase most often on 
the lips of charismatics utters nothing of the Holy Spirit. 
The phrase is simply: Jesus is Lord! And this is the work 
of the Holy Spirit. “No one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except 
by the Holy Spirit.” (I Corinthians 12:3b) In John 16:14 
Jesus said, “He (the Holy Spirit) will glorify me, because 
he will take from what is mine and declare it to you.” The 
message of the charismatic renewal is the basic gospel 
message married to the convincing power of the Holy 
Spirit.

There are many other things in the renewal that are 
extraneous. Falling down while being prayed over is not a 
charismatic renewal essential. Waving one’s arms, 
dancing and even speaking in tongues are not 
charismatic essentials. (Praying in tongues is a gift of the 
Spirit. However, one can be baptized in the Spirit without 
praying in tongues.) Now, most of these things are 
authentic expressions of devotion to the Lord and I have 
experienced many them. However, these expressions are 
not the essence of the renewal.

As we celebrate the Jubilee of this marvelous current of 
grace, let us commit ourselves afresh to living and 
spreading these essential aspects of charismatic 
renewal. If we are going to evangelize effectively 
(proclaiming the kerygma) we need to be saturated with 
the Holy Spirit and use his gifts. The Church needs us 
charismatics more than ever.

Sincerely in Christ,

Fr. Bob Franco



St. Hilary Charismatic Prayer Group
2750 West Market Street, Fairlawn, Ohio 44333 

Guest Speakers 
The Right Reverend Clement Zeleznik OSB

Rev Robert J. Franco
Sr. Barbara Catalano OP

The Holy Spirit transforms us and renews us, creates harmony and unity, and gives us courage and joy for mission.
— Pope Francis

Information & Registration   
Call Kathleen Considine 330-864-6682 or Sue Crookston 330-730-7988

Email Rosanne at LISSAkron@gmail.com
Please RSVP by September 22, 2017

Friday Snack ~ All Saturday Meals Included
No Cost ~ Offering is Appreciated 

Fill your heart with Joy!

Life in the Spirit Seminar 2017
Friday, September 29th         Saturday, September 30th
6:30 p.m. -9:30 p.m. 8:00 a.m.- 7:45 p.m.



Mary, Queen of Heaven and Earth Chapter of 
Magnificat, a women’s ministry modeled after the 
Visitation, invites you to a Breakfast Saturday, 
September 9th, at Walsh University, Barrette Center, 
2020 East Maple Street, North Canton.  Join us in a 
special time of fellowship and sharing.  Nikki Bruni will 
be the guest speaker. 
Cost is $18.00.  Make checks payable to “Magnificat of 
Stark County” and send to Dawn Zwick, 830 
Glenwood St. SW, North Canton, OH 44720.  Seating 
is limited, so plan on getting your reservations early.  
Reservations cannot be accepted after Sept. 2nd. 
There will be open seating, and the doors open at 
8:30 a.m. with breakfast at 9:00 a.m.  There will be an 
optional Mass at 8:00 a.m. in Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Chapel at Walsh University.  For further 
information call Joan Spieth at 330-933-8778. 

St. Peter Church will host a Parish Mission exploring 
the topic Christ’s Healing Love.  Fr. Greg Bramlage of 
the Missionaries of the New Evangelization will lead 
the Mission on September 17, 18, & 19.  Each 
evening will begin with the Rosary at 6:30 pm, 
followed by the service at 7:00 pm.  We encourage 
you to attend all 3 nights so you will not miss an 
opportunity to be healed physically, emotionally, and 
spiritually as you develop a more intimate relationship 
with the Lord Jesus Christ. 
St. Peter Church is located at 35777 Center Ridge Rd., 
North Ridgeville 44039.  Each night, a free-will 
offering will be taken for the School of the New 
Evangelization.  This Mission is oriented for adults and 
is not suitable for small children or infants.  For more 
information, please call the parish office at 
440-327-2201.

Catholic Renewal Ministries will host a Charismatic 
Mass on Friday, September 22nd, 7:00 p.m., at Our 
Lady of Angels Parish, 3644 Rocky River Dr., Cleveland 
44111.  Fr. Bob Franco will be the celebrant.  Healing 
prayer teams will be available after mass for individual 
prayer, and there will also be a social after mass.  For 
more information, please contact Fr. Franco at 
440-327-2201 or CRM at 440-944-9445.  Come and
bring a friend to joyfully sing and praise God!

Fill Your Heart With Joy!  
“And the disciples were continually filled with joy and 
with the Holy Spirit.” Acts 13:52  
You are invited to attend St. Hilary Charismatic Prayer 
Group’s Life in the Spirit Seminar on Friday, 
September 29th, 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. and 
Saturday, September 30th, 8:00 a.m. to 7:45 p.m. 
Guest speakers include Abbott Clement Zeleznik, Fr. 
Bob Franco and Sr. Barbara Catalano.  
This exceptional event includes Benediction on Friday 
evening with Reconciliation and Mass on Saturday. 
Please register early by emailing Roseann at 
LISSAkron@gmail.com or calling Kathleen Considine 
at 330-864-6682 or Sue Crookston at 330-730-7988.  
The event will be held at St. Hilary Church, 2750 West 
Market St., Fairlawn 44333. The seminar is free and 
includes all meals on Saturday (a good will offering is 
appreciated). Please RSVP by September 22nd. “Share 
with all in the Church the grace of baptism in the Holy 
Spirit.” —Pope Francis 

Sing and Praise God With Joy!  Catholic Renewal 
Ministries’ Traveling Charismatic Mass for October will 
be held at St. Francis of Assisi Parish on Friday, 
October 27th.  Praise and worship will begin at 7:00 
p.m. and Mass will start at 7:30 p.m.  The church is
located at 6850 Mayfield Rd. Gates Mills 44040.  Fr.
Bob Franco will be the celebrant.  Healing prayer
teams will be available after mass for individual prayer.
For more information, please contact Fr. Bob Franco at
440-327-2201 or CRM at 440-944-9445.

SEE WWW.CRMWEB.ORG FOR UPDATED CRM NEWS! 
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Diocese of Cleveland Charismatic Prayer Groups 

SUNDAY 
Sacred Heart Chapel (Spanish), Lorain 6:00 p.m. Argentina Ferreira 440-654-2230
Sts. Cosmas and Damian, Twinsburg 7:00 p.m. Jerry Wrobel 330-425-2678

MONDAY 
Gesu, University Heights  7:30 p.m. Pete Ciccotti 216-932-0198
New Life Prayer Group, St. Anthony, Lorain  8:00 p.m. Cheryl Slater 440-933-4890
St. Mary, Hudson  7:30 p.m. Ryeo Kim 234-380-1457
Men of Praise, Issenmann Hall,, 8:00 p.m. Arch Tunnell 440-442-7538
Center Pastoral Leadership,  Wickliffe 

TUESDAY 
Our Lady of Angels, Cleveland 7:30 p.m. Don&Linda Lawrence 740-424-4707
St. Hilary, Fairlawn 7:00 p.m.   James McGuire   330-612-5969

MaryKaye Jeanmaire  330-666-6526
St. Thomas More, Brooklyn Church Library 6:30 p.m. Not on 1st Tuesday Peggy Hovan 216-749-1787
Fire of the Spirit, St. Michael Parish, Independence  7:30 p.m. 1st Tuesday Donna Rechner  440-725-7053
Ministry of Praise, St. Ambrose, Brunswick, Chapel 7:00 p.m.  Cathy Clapper  330-338-9696

WEDNESDAY 
Sacred Heart Chapel (English), Lorain 7:30 p.m. Rick Morsher 440-277-6199
Sacred Heart, Oberlin 7:30 p.m. 1st Wednesday Joe & Sue Palmieri 440-774-1191
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Wadsworth, Andes Rm.,Bsmt. 7:00 p.m. 3rd Wednesday Jeff Flaherty 330-336-3049
St. Martin of Tours, Valley City 7:00 p.m. 2nd & 4th Wednesday Rose Austin 330-483-3435
Women’s Prayer Group, Meets in Highland Hts 7:30 p.m. Call for information.  Beverly Olsin  440-461-2259

THURSDAY 
Families in Christ Jesus St. William School Euclid 8:00 p.m. 1st Thursday  Arch & Marlyn Tunnell 440-442-7538
Bukas Loob Sa Diyos (BLD)Covenant Community 7:30 p.m. Roy & Ann Yap 440-248-0822
Meets at Mary, Queen of Peace Church, Cleveland. Healing Mass celebrated on 1st Thursday. 
St. Michael, Cleveland    7:00 p.m. Pedro Fuentes 440-258-8639
St. Mary, Bedford     6:30 p.m. 1st Thursday Jerry Wrobel 330-425-2678

FRIDAY 
La Sagrada Familia, Cleveland   7:00 p.m. Epi Torres 216-459-0420
Little Way Prayer Group Queen of Heaven, Green 7:30 p.m. 1st & 3rd Friday Dave Byrer 330-497-9907
St. John Bosco Community of Believers, Parma Hts. 2nd & 4th Friday  Valerie Ubienski 216-642-1120

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception Wooster 

6:30 – 8:00 p.m. April-September 
1:30 – 3:00 p.m. October -March

7:00 p.m. 2nd Friday Joyce Conley 330-264-7904
Parish Hall 

HOME-BASED CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES 
St. Anthony Community  Bonnie Bobrowski 440-543-8491
St. Pio Community Gayle Carroll 440-428-4648

INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUPS 
Sacred Heart, Meets at 1077 Eastern Rd., Wadsworth 9:00 a.m.  Alternates Thurs. & Fri. Shannon Shrock 330-658-3077

Revised June 30, 2017 
Check for updates at WWW.CRMWEB.ORG 
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Upper Room and were privileged to experience together 
an unforgettable prayer meeting. There were many 
prophetic words. However, the final word that we heard 
has stayed with me. The Lord said, ‘I will pour out my Spirit, 
I will pour out my Spirit, I will pour out my Spirit, I will pour 
out my Spirit continually, generously, liberally and in 
abundance.’ After this word we left the Upper Room and 
spilled out into the streets of Jerusalem. I have continued 
to reflect upon why this was the last word that we heard 
before moving out. I sense that the Lord was giving us a 
confirmation that the Holy Spirit continues to be poured 
out. We live in a time of the perpetual Pentecost. Therefore, 
we who have received this new life have a responsibility 
and a mission to spread the grace of Pentecost far and 
wide, indeed to the ends of the earth. 

Certainly in today’s spiritual climate the ground is more 
arid and perhaps not so well prepared or fertile as it was in 
1967. The world faces a myriad of complex challenges and 
the Church is increasingly undergoing persecution. In the 
midst of all this spiritual battle, we all need a new 
outpouring of the  Holy Spirit to bring strength and 
courage enabling us to proclaim the truth with boldness. 
This is urgently required because the father of lies is 
increasingly busy spreading words of falsehood leading to 
relativism and practical agnosticism. This manifests itself in 
religious indifference, a lack of hope and a loss of 
direction. 

Our clear proclamation also needs to be accompanied by 
a demonstration of the Spirit. People today need more 
than words: they need to see that God is alive and active. 
Therefore we should be expectant that in this new season 
of the Spirit there will be an increase in faith for healing 
and miracles. We need to pray and be expectant that 
these charisms would be more fully manifest in the body 
of all believers and not just in the few who regularly 
exercise these charisms. In Acts 4 when they prayed there 
was a new empowerment of the Holy Spirit and they were 
ALL filled with a new boldness. 

We want our Jubilee to be more than a celebration and a 
good party. We need a new outpouring. Pope Francis sees 
the Jubilee as an opportunity for all those who share in the 
ecumenical current of grace to come together and pray 
for a new Pentecost. So let’s be ready for the surprises of 
the Spirit and prepare for a mighty new outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit beyond anything we have currently seen or 
could even imagine. ◆ 
Used with permission form Pentecost Today Winter 2017/
Special Golden Jubilee Issue. Volume 42  Number 1. 
Michelle MoranMichelle served as President of ICCRS, 
(International Catholic Charismatic Renewal Services) 
based in the Vatican from 2006-2017.  She was a member  
of the Pontifical Council for the Laity from 2008 – 2016. 
Currently Michelle is Chair of the NSC for Charismatic 
Renewal in England. She has also been personally 
appointed by Pope Francis to establish the new single 
service structure of CCR in the Vatican. 

Friday, September 22nd  at 7:00 p.m.  
OurLady of Angels  

3644 Rocky River Drive 
Cleveland, Ohio 44111 

Traveling Charismatic Masses

Friday, October 27th  at 7:00 p.m.  
St. Francis of Assisi 
6850 Mayfield Road 

Gates Mills, Ohio 44040 

Celebrant Fr. Bob Franco  
Healing Prayer After Mass 

For Information Call 
CRM at 440-327-2201



              CRM’s Fount of Life, Fire of Love Conference  July 14th & 15th  2017 CD’s


TALK  TITLES     # OF CDs ORDERED   TOTAL

1.  Unexpected Transformation
Dr. Phil Gigliotti, Friday Evening

Keynote Address
Fr. Bob Franco, Saturday Morning ________ X $8.00 _________

2.  Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink… John 7:37, 38
Mark Nimo, Friday Evening ________ X $8.00 _________

3.  The Holy Spirit:  Power for Holiness and Mission
Lavinia Spirito, Saturday Morning ________ X $8.00 _________

4.  “You seduced me Lord, and I allowed myself to be seduced…”Jer 20:7 - 9
Mark Nimo, Saturday Afternoon              ________ X $8.00 _________

5.  Practical Tips for Moving Millennials and Gen Z into the 
     Fullness of the Holy Spirit - Workshop

Chris and Becky Roach, Saturday Afternoon ________ X $8.00 _________

6.  Discernment of Spirits - Workshop
Dr. Ed Parisi, Saturday Afternoon ________ X $8.00 _________

7.  Scripture the Foundation of Missionary Discipleship – Workshop
Lavinia Spirito, Saturday Afternoon ________ X $8.00 _________

8.  Mass Homily
Fr. Patrick Schultz, Saturday Afternoon

Go Forth in Power
Mark Nimo, Saturday Evening ________ X $8.00 _________

9.  Entire Set of 8 Conference CD’s ________ X $56.00 _________

                   TOTAL ENCLOSED            ________ 

SHIP TO:  __________________________   PHONE #     _____________________ 

      _______________________________    ____________________________________ 
                     EMAIL, PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

     ________________________________

        Mail this form and your check payable to CRM to Bill Dockrill, 9445 Reed Road, North Ridgeville, OH 44039.  
                                                    Orders will be shipped in approximately 2 to 3 weeks.
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