
When I study Sacred Scripture, I read it as though I 
am doing so for the first time. I try not to anticipate 
what is about to happen. Then I place myself into the 
story and let it take me to wherever it goes. The result 
is almost always enlightening and sometimes 
downright hilarious. 

As I was reflecting on this year of “Mission in Mercy,” I 
read the Gospel of Mark 4:35-5:5. Speaking to his 
disciples, Jesus says, “Let’s go to the other side of the 
lake.” Now this suggestion couldn’t be any more 
routine. Their eager response was probably not unlike 
something we might say: “Sure, why not?” There is no 
reason to deny Jesus this simple request. I can hear 
them say something like, “Let’s do it!” 

Little do they realize what is about to happen—a 
furious storm develops that terrifies these seasoned 
fishermen. Now in the midst of this “hurricane,” Jesus 
is not steering nor is he bailing water—instead he’s 
fast asleep! (You’ve got to be kidding me!) 
Apparently this is fine sleeping weather for him. 
Remember, this little excursion was his idea in the first 
place. 

Finally, in their fear and anger they awaken and 
rebuke him, “Do you not care that we are perishing?” 
After he rebukes the storm, he rebukes them by 
saying, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” 
But wait, it gets worse. When they arrive safely on the 
other side, the welcoming committee is led by a 
demoniac! (You’ve got to be kidding me, Jesus!) This 
isn’t what they signed on for. 

When we answer the call to tell the Good News of 
mercy, I’m sure, like the disciples rowing to the other 
side of the lake, we have no idea what may happen. 
Our call to evangelize is not easy. It is a daily  
challenge to live up to it, but I believe baptism in the 
Holy Spirit emboldens us. Moreover, Pope Francis 
thinks so too! Over the past few years he has

challenged us to promote the culture of Pentecost. 

The Holy Father exhorts us as missionary disciples—we 
are called out into the deep where the waters are 
rough and we don’t yet know what that means or 
where that may take us — but it will be full of surprises. 
When the disciples signed on as evangelizers, they 
were stepping into the unknown. They knew precious 
little of what Jesus had in mind. They were simply 
committed to a person in whom they had belief and 
trust and they were willing to put their lives on the 
line.  So must we. 

Like them, we never know what God has in store for us 
when he calls. When Jesus says, “Come, follow me,” 
he plays rough. The call always stretches us. It takes us 
into places we never thought we could go and causes 
us to be more than we thought we could be. 
Difficulties make us look into ourselves to see if 
anybody is home. Pursuing the call will soon reveal 
who we are and whose we are. 

The purpose of the Father is to stretch us into the 
image of his Son. We want to become more like the 
Master than those to whom the Master has called us 
to serve. To be Christ-like is no easy task. It is more 
important than ministry and requires great grace and 
trust. We need the Holy Spirit if we are to succeed in 
fulfilling our mission in mercy as the new evangelizers. 
We need his courage and strength if we are to face        
our culture and “go out to the peripheries” to reach 
sacramentalized Catholics, the unchurched and de-
churched. 

Our mission must be laced with mercy. Our call must 
be one that goes beyond words and into actions; it 
should be a state of being. The glory of God must 
shine through in all that we do. 

I believe we can only give what we ourselves have 
actually received—and we have received a lot. The joy  
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Dear Readers of the Flame, 

I am grateful to the Lord for the blessings of our most 
recent conference, Proclaim God’s Mercy. Better said, I 
am amazed and grateful to the Lord for July’s 
conference. After many years of working with CRM and 
putting on conferences, I am still amazed at God’s 
grace at work. Besides the edification I receive through 
the talks, fellowship and celebration of the sacraments, I 
am greatly encouraged by the people who witness to 
me of how God acted in their lives. 
  
Near the end of the conference, a person came up to 
me to tell me how the Lord physically healed her. 
Another person shared with me a very beautiful 
testimony of how their relationship with the Lord 
changed after the conference. This person was already 
devout. However, since the conference she said, “My 
relationship is different with the Lord. I can speak with 
Him as my friend. I am closer to Him.” 

Finally, I received an email from a younger adult a week 
after the conference. He said: 

It was on Saturday morning that I had an 
experience that I never thought was possible. 
As we were being led in praise and worship, I 
believe, I'm not for certain if I received the gift 
of tongues. It was a little strange to me, 
because as I was praising the Lord, suddenly, I 
could not get my own words out and I 
verbalized what I thought to be was gibberish. 
This is the first time this has ever happened to 
me! 

Honestly, I used to think it was a little odd that a 
believer could receive this gift, but after it 
happened to me, I really wanted to know if this 
was legitimate. I did tell my wife about it, 
because even though it surprised me, I was 
provided with a tremendous sense of peace 
with Jesus, something that I have been seeking 
for some time. 

Praise the Lord! 

I experienced a special gift immediately after the 
conference. As some people know, I “rob Peter to pay 
Paul” before the conference. In other words, I take 
things from my parish (St. Peter’s) to help out at the 
conference. One of the things I borrow from my parish 
is the monstrance the gold receptacle that holds the 
Eucharist during adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  

I brought the monstrance to Magnificat on Friday 
afternoon. On Saturday morning, when I brought the 
Eucharist, I unveiled the monstrance and noticed that 
one of the twelve amethyst jewels that surround the 
Eucharist in the monstrance was missing. It was lost. I 
checked the satin covering. I could not find it in my car. 
I looked in the parking lot. It was simply gone. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament took place 
throughout the day. That evening we had a period of 
public Adoration that included a procession with the 
Blessed Sacrament and Benediction. Everything went 
as planned, though I was concerned that the 
monstrance was missing a gem. I invoked the 
intercession of St. Anthony of Padua and recommenced 
my search as we packed up after the conference. 

While putting things away at my parish later Saturday 
evening, I continued my search. I first looked on the 
shelf where we normally store the monstrance without 
success. I then glanced on the carpeted area just below 
the shelf. There, in the midst of a coiled extension cord, 
seemed to be a small rock-like thing. Sure enough, it 
was the missing amethyst. I was able to place the gem 
in its proper place and secured it by properly 
tightening the prongs that hold it in place. 

I wondered about the value of amethysts. My short 
study turned up some interesting facts. They used to be 
regarded as quite precious. However, with discoveries 
of large quantities of amethyst crystals in the last 
hundred years in various places in the world their value 
is greatly lessened. 

More interesting was where the name amethyst came 
from. It is a Greek word that means “not drunk.” The 
Greeks believed that amethysts would keep people 
from becoming intoxicated. 

One Church tradition was that a bishop’s ring should 
contain an amethyst. Why? At Pentecost St. Peter 
proclaimed that “these men are not drunk as you 
suppose.” (Acts 2:15) An amethyst stone in the ring of a 
bishop was a reminder that his joy, and the joy of his 
flock, comes not from physical inebriation, but from 
being filled with the Holy Spirit of Pentecost! 

Let us seek to live each day in the power, presence and 
joy of the Holy Spirit of Pentecost!!! 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Fr. Bob Franco 
Bishop’s Delegate to Catholic Renewal Ministries 



CD Order Form:  Proclaim God’s Mercy, July 15 & 16, 2016 
Catholic Renewal Ministries 

TALK TITLES      # OF CDs ORDERED  TOTAL 

1.  He Won’t Relent 
Nellie Cruz Krawczynski, Friday Evening 

Keynote Address 
 Fr. Bob Franco, Saturday Morning  ________ X $8.00  _________ 

2.  Jesus – Commissioner of Mercy 
 Jim Murphy, Friday Evening   ________ X $8.00  _________ 

3.  To Love God is to Love Our Neighbor as Well 
  Paco Gavrilides, Saturday Morning  ________ X $8.00  _________ 

4.  The Cross of Christ – God’s Mercy, Our Way of Life 
 Jim Murphy, Saturday Afternoon  ________ X $8.00  _________ 

5.  The Holy Spirit – Mercy for our wounded hearts - Workshop 
Nellie Cruz Krawczyski, Saturday Afternoon ________ X $8.00  _________ 

6.  The Importance of ‘The Face’ in the Year of Mercy - Workshop 
 Fr. Damian Ference, Saturday Afternoon ________ X $8.00  _________ 

7.  Mass Homily 
 Fr. Damian Ference, Saturday Afternoon 

Go Forth in Power 
 Roberto Santiago Jr., Saturday Evening ________ X $8.00  _________ 

8.  Entire Set of 7 Conference CDs   ________ X $48.00  _________ 

9. *SOLD AS A SEPARATE ITEM ONLY 
    *Let’s be Courageous Witnesses in Difficult Times - Workshop 

 Paco Gavrilides, Saturday Afternoon  ________ X $8.00  _________ 

          TOTAL ENCLOSED  ________ 

SHIP TO:  ___________________________ PHONE #  _____________________ 

       ___________________________________ _____________________________________ 
       Email, Please Print Clearly 

       ___________________________________ 

MAIL THIS FORM AND YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO CRM TO BILL DOCKRILL, 9445 REED  
ROAD, NORTH RIDGEVILLE, OH 44039.  ORDERS WILL BE SHIPPED IN APPROXIMATELY  
2 TO 3 WEEKS. 



First Fridays at Francis is a young adult ministry that meets every 
first Friday of the month, from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30p.m., at St. 
Francis of Assisi Parish in Gates Mills. Be part of an AMAZING 
evening of praise and worship and adoration of our Lord, 
present in the Eucharist.  A social will follow.  The church is 
located at 6850 Mayfield Rd., Gates Mills 44040.  

“For in God our hearts rejoice; in your holy name we trust.” (Ps 
33:21) Catholic Renewal Ministries’ Traveling Charismatic Mass 
for September will be held at St. Mary of the Immaculate 
Conception Parish, 527 Beall Avenue, Wooster, OH 44691, on 
Friday, September 30th. Praise and Worship will begin at 7:00 
p.m. and the liturgy will start at 7:30 p.m.  Fr. Bob Franco will be 
the celebrant.  Healing prayer teams will be available after Mass 
for individual prayer. Additionally there will be a time for coffee 
and fellowship. For information call Fr. Franco at 440-327-2201 
or CRM at 440-944-9445. Extend a joyful invitation!  

“A NEW WAY OF LIVING,” (Life in the Spirit Seminar), is a one-
and-a-half-day life-changing event. It will be held on Friday, 
September 16th from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. and Saturday, 
September 17th from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  This seminar will 
be held at the Center for Pastoral Leadership, 28700 Euclid 
Avenue, Wickliffe, Ohio.  In October, the seminar will be 
repeated and is scheduled for Friday, October 28th from 7:00 
p.m. to 10:00 p.m. and  Saturday, October 29th from  8:30 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. This seminar will be held at St. Mary, 15519 Holmes 
Ave., Cleveland, OH 44110. Registration is open to men and 
women over 18 . Breakfast & lunch are included. A free will 
offering will be taken. For questions, or to register by phone 
contact Arch Tunnell at 440- 442-7538. 

Mary, Queen of Heaven and Earth Chapter of Magnificat, a 
women’s ministry modeling the Visitation, invites you to their 
50th Breakfast Celebration on Saturday, September 10th, with 
Bobbi Bankovich as guest speaker. Doors open at 8:30 a.m., 
breakfast at 9:00 a.m. Walsh University, Barrette Center, is 
located at 2020 East Maple St., North Canton, OH. Send your 
$18 check payable to “Magnificat of Stark County,” to Debby 
Bentivegna, 5575 East Blvd., NW, Canton, OH 44718. For more 
details call Shirley DeOrio at 614-620-3169. NO RESERVATIONS 
WILL BE ACCEPTED  AFTER  SEPTEMBER  3rd.

Families in Christ Jesus will sponsor an evening with Peter 
Herbeck at SS. Robert & William Church, 367 East 260th Street, 
Euclid, OH. Peter is Vice President and Director of Missions for 
Renewal Ministries. He is the co-host of the TV shows The 
Choices We Face  and  Crossing the Goal , broadcast 
weekly on EWTN. Mark your calendar.  Peter will be speaking 
on Thursday, October 13th at 8:00 p.m. For more information 
call Arch Tunnell at 440-667-9467 or see FCJCOH.US or 
CRMWEB.ORG 

“Find your delight in the Lord who will give you your heart’s 
desire.” (Ps 37:4) Catholic Renewal Ministries’ Traveling 
Charismatic Mass for October will be held at St. Basil Parish, 
8700 Brecksville Road, Brecksville, Ohio on Friday, October 
21st. Praise and Worship will begin at 7:00 p.m. and the liturgy 
will start at 7:30 p.m.    Fr. Bob Franco will be the celebrant.  
Healing prayer teams will be available after Mass for individual 
prayer. Additionally there will be a time for refreshments and 
fellowship. For information call Fr. Franco at 440-327-2201 or 
CRM at 440-944-9445. Extend an invitation! 

Northeast Ohioans are invited to take part in the International 40 
Days for Life from September 28th through November 6th, 
2016. In addition to 40 days of peaceful prayer and fasting for an 
end to abortion, please consider volunteering to pray outside of 
an abortion facility during the 40 days. Spread the word to 
others about this important life-saving effort. Special events are 
also scheduled before the 40 days begin. Please check our 
website, www.40daysforlife.com for local details!  

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Wadsworth, is sponsoring a Men’s 
Conference on Saturday, November 19th featuring Father David 
Pivonka, TOR.   
Fr. Pivonka, is a nationally known author and speaker. He also 
leads pilgrimages to some of the holiest sites in the world. He 
spends much of his time helping others come to know God’s 
love for them through preaching, writing, CDs, and other 
spiritual outreaches. Fr. Dave has held several ministry positions 
at Franciscan University of Steubenville and is actively involved 
in their highly successful summer conferences program. Father is 
a member of the Sacred Heart Province of Franciscan Friars of 
the Third Order Regular. He is presently the director of 
Franciscan Pathways, an evangelistic outreach of his Franciscan 
Community.  
Sacred Heart Men’s Conference begins with Mass at 8 a.m. and will 
continue till 2:30 p.m. Breakfast and Lunch will be provided.  Men 
of all ages from high school age and up are welcome. Cost is $15 
for adults and $10 for students. Sacred Heart of Jesus is located at 
260 Broad Street, Wadsworth, OH. For information please contact 
Mark Smith at 330-606-7195 or  smithme2300@gmail.com  . 
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Traveling Charismatic Masses



      
September 16th, 7 - 10 p.m. &  17th, 8:30 a.m. -  5 p.m. 

Center for Pastoral Leadership                                                
28700 Euclid Ave., Wickliffe, OH  44092                                      

__________________________________________                                                                                                          
Mail Registration to: Ross Federico                                                 

480 Miner Road, Highland Hts., Ohio 44143                                                                                  

Details & Phone Registration: Arch Tunnell at 440-442-7538                                                                                                                          

Name                             Please Print

Address

Phone Email

 Sponsored By Families in Christ Jesus

                                                                                                  
October 28th, 7 - 10 p.m. & 29th, 8:30 a.m. -  5 p.m.                     

    St. Mary Parish                                                                   
15519 Holmes Ave., Cleveland, OH 44110                 

_________________________________________             
Saturday Continental Breakfast & Lunch Provided                                    

Open to All Men and Women, 18 Years Old & Over                                           
A Free Will Offering Will Be Taken



Continued from Page 1                
of the Lord, the zeal for spreading the Kingdom and the 
love that has been poured into our hearts (Rom 5:5) as a 
result of baptism in the Holy Spirit are just some of the 
fruits  that are ours to share with others. 

Pope Francis has “commissioned” us to take baptism in the 
Holy Spirit to the whole Church and beyond. But even 
more than that, our mission includes creating a “culture of 
Pentecost” — a loving environment where the Holy Spirit is 
known and his fruit is evident. 

To this end we have the Life in the Spirit Seminar, a unique 
instrument to bring others into this wonderful “current of 
grace” that we so enjoy. It can be a tool to evangelize our 
families, friends, co-workers, neighbors and fellow 
parishioners. But to use this tool effectively, we must 
approach people with a fresh fervor and enthusiasm. We 
should use every means available for our mission, 
including social media and other new venues at our 
disposal to “shout it from the housetops.” 

Though we may not be teachers and feel ill-equipped to 
lead a Life in the Spirit Seminar, we can still respond to 
Pope Francis’ exhortation to evangelize. We have a story to 
tell, so tell it we must. It is our personal story of how God’s 
grace has flooded our hearts; how it has changed us and 
shaped our lives. 

No one can resist an honest heartfelt testimony of how the 
Holy Spirit altered our lives.  A person with an argument is 
no match for a person with an authentic experience of 
God’s manifest presence. 

In his own inimitable fashion, Pope Francis calls us on even 
farther by saying we should be “acting in mercy, especially 
to the poor.” 

This witness of lifting up the lowly, acting kindly to the 
downtrodden, visiting the sick and praying for all those  in 
desperate situations are visible signs of what the Holy 
Father has in mind. He wants to see a reflection of “Christ 
in you, the hope of glory” (Col 1:27). He recognizes that

there is a hurting world that we can’t ignore — the least 
we can do is demonstrate the Gospel in our corporal 
works of mercy. The Kingdom is here and we must go 
tell the news wherever we can. 

Let’s be clear. Gratitude for the love of the Holy Spirit 
being poured into our hearts is compelling us to join in 
Jesus’ mission in the world. His love provides the 
possibility for us to go after the lost ones. 

How can we suppress the desire to share with others 
this great grace that is now ours? It is because of what 
we have received that we can freely give. The greater 
our love, the greater is our compassion for those who 
have no experience of such a Savior. The burden of 
mission moves us to share what we enjoy with those 
who don’t have it. 

Pope Francis says it this way, “...and with Bibles, with the 
Word of God, go, preach the novelty that Jesus has 
given us. Preach to the poor, to the marginalized, to the 
blind, to the sick, to the imprisoned, to all men and 
women...May the Lord accompany you in this mission.” 

I will end where I began, with another boating 
sequence from John 6:16-21, where Jesus walks on the 
water and approaches the disciples who rowed out 
about three miles. Again they are terrified because the 
sea is rough and the wind is wild, but when Jesus draws 
closer they are glad to take him in and immediately they 
arrive at the land to which they are going. 
                                                                                                  
Wow, you’ve got to be kidding me, Jesus! ◆ 

Tom Mangan is a member of the National Service 
Committee and founding member and former Overall 
Coordinator of the People of God Community in 
Coraopolis, Pennsylvania. 
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