
In my travels throughout the world, I have had the 
privilege of meeting some truly great leaders. I am 
always amazed by the gifts and charisms which God 
gives to people in order to empower them to serve 
others.

Probably  one  of  the  most  significant  leaders  I  have 
ever  met  in  my  life  is  Madre  Ines,  an  86-year-old 
religious sister, who runs an orphanage in Mexico City 
for  230  children,  many  with  severe  physical  and 
mental challenges.

Mother is a tiny wisp of a woman, but a dynamo of 
energy.  For  43  years  she  has  cared  for  hundreds  of 
little ones that the world did not want. She cares for 
these children, not as an administrator, but as a loving 
and tender mother.

Suffice it to say, Mother faces many challenges each 
day, yet continues to serve some of God’s poorest with 
love, faith, and deep joy.

In a quiet moment the other day, I asked her if she ever 
gets tired. Where does she find the strength and energy 
to keep going? She lowered her head, but that did not 
keep me from seeing the tears run down her wrinkled 
cheeks. “At times I do get tired. It is hard for me to 
climb the  steps  these  days,”  she  confided.  “But  my 
strength comes from the Lord! He is my love. He is 
my life! He has given me his children to care for and 
he will help me do so until he takes me home; then he 
will  send  someone  else  and  they  will  continue  this 
work.” Mother ran off to help a little child standing 
precariously  on the  edge of  a  bench,  but  her  words 
remained with me.

After I left Mother’s orphanage, I thought about her 43 
years of service with these kids—half of her life!

 I might be able to do this for a few days or even a 
couple of weeks—but 43 years? I thanked God that he 
had given this holy woman one of the essential gifts of 
leadership: Unwavering vision.

It has often been said that ministry should be looked at 
more as  a  marathon,  rather  than a short  sprint.  The 
challenge in ministry is not only to serve the Lord and 
his  people,  but  to  keep  serving  the  Lord  and  his 
people.

A classic example of a long-term leader is Moses. God 
called  Moses  to  a  staggering  vision!  With  the 
fulfillment of this vision, the course of human history 
would  be  changed  and  the  earliest  preparations  for 
Christianity would be laid. As grand, as anointed as 
this vision was however, it was not easy and did not 
come to fulfillment quickly.

Just  the  first  phase  of  this  vision  took  40  years  to 
accomplish and Moses himself never saw the vision 
come to its full conclusion. Yet Moses embraced the 
vision  and  called  (sometimes  pushed  and  prodded) 
others to it. The vision was the focus of his life, his 
very  purpose  for  being.  He  struggled.  He  was 
overwhelmed. He never gave up. He gave his life to 
the vision: eventually the vision was fulfilled.

Vision  is  an  essential  quality  of  any  leader,  but 
unwavering  vision  is  what  makes  a  person  an 
extraordinary leader. In the course of life and ministry 
there are sure to be many setbacks, many challenges, 
and yes, many failures.        

We can  be  tempted  to  say  “Enough!  I’ve  done  my 
share. I’ve served my time. Let someone else do it for 
a while. I have given up so much already.” I suppose 
even great leaders can be          Continued on Page 7
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Dear Readers of the Flame,

Almost  50  years  ago,  the  Holy  Spirit  fell  upon  a  small 
group  of  Catholic  college  students  from  Duquesne 
University  in  Pittsburgh.  They  were  participating  in  a 
retreat at a place called The Ark and the Dove, located in 
the  north  hills  area  of  Pittsburgh.  They  experienced  the 
Lord  in  a  personal  and  powerful  manner,  including  the 
manifestations of charisms such as praying in tongues and 
prophecy.

This small retreat center was recently up for sale. In order 
to  preserve  this  historic  site  where  the  modern  Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal came to birth a number of people, in 
conjunction  with  the  National  Service  Committee,  a 
corporation  to  purchase  this  site  was  formed.  Fr. 
Cantalmessa,  preacher to the papal  household,  heard this 
news and said, “I cannot but rejoice over the decision…to 
buy  The  Ark  and  The  Dove  retreat  house  where  the 
Catholic  Charismatic  Renewal  had  its  first  visible 
manifestation back in 1967. How we would be happy if we 
could  purchase  the  Jerusalem  Cenacle  where  the  first 
Pentecost took place!”

The Cenacle  in  Jerusalem where the first  Pentecost  took 
place is not for sale. And though it is a wonderful place to 
make a pilgrimage to, it is not the most important Cenacle 
in the world. The most important Cenacle in the world is 
the one we create in praying for the coming of the Holy 
Spirit in our day.

Ironically, Fr. Cantalamessa teaches this in his book Mary: 
Mirror of the Church. Based on the events of Acts 1, Fr. 
Cantalamessa says:

…the first point is that before undertaking anything at 
all and setting out into the world, the Church needs to 
receive the Holy Spirit; the second point is that prayer, 
above all, is the way to prepare for the coming of the 
Holy Spirit; the third is that this prayer must be of one 
accord and persevering. (page 150)

This  is  what  happened  in  Acts  1.  Jesus  highlighted  the 
Church’s  need  of  the  Holy  Spirit  (Acts  1:8).  Then  they 
prayed (Act 1:14), in one accord and with perseverance. Fr. 
Cantalamessa  calls  these  three  points  a  “sort  of  law,  a 
paradigm placed at  the beginning of the narration of  the 
history of the Church to show the Church of all ages how 
the kingdom comes…” (page 150).

In  other  words,  the  Church  in  every  age  has  to 
acknowledge its dependency on the power and person of 
the Holy Spirit.  Secondly,  and perhaps most importantly, 
the Church needs to pray. And its prayer needs to flow out 
of unity (Acts 1:14) and with perseverance (Colossians 4:2).

If our efforts are to make any difference in furthering the 
coming of the Kingdom of God, unified and persevering 
prayer for the coming of the Holy Spirit will precede those 
efforts. In imitating the events of Acts 1, we will see the 
Holy Spirit move in our days.

And  if  we  want  a  continual  Pentecost,  we  need  to 
always:

✦ Acknowledge our utter dependency of the power and work 
of the Holy Spirit to make our efforts bear great fruit            

✦ Pray at all times for the coming of the Spirit
✦ Be in accord, unified with our brothers and sisters in Christ

If the Church is to be the Ark  of the Lord into  which 
people of all  nations are gathered to ride out storms and 
floods  of  our  times,  we  need  to  invoke  the  help  of  the 
Dove, the Holy Spirit, who brings us the olive branch of 
peace.

I encourage you to be part of a Cenacle in praying for the 
coming of the Holy Spirit. Perhaps it will be with a prayer 
group.  Perhaps  you  will  form a  prayer  group,  gathering 
with parishioners and friends, praying for the coming of the 
Holy Spirit. I invite you to the Life in the Spirit Seminar at 
St. Peter Parish on Friday, May 13 and Saturday, May 14, 
as we prepare for the Pentecost on Sunday, May 15. The 
most important thing is that we pray for the coming of the 
Holy Spirit and, if necessary, reconcile (so as to be in one 
accord)  with  our  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ.  May we 
persevere!!!

Come Holy Spirit! We need you!!!

Fr. Bob Franco
Bishop’s Delegate to Catholic Renewal Ministries



 
      

 

                   

Catholic Renewal Ministries                       

Pentecost Mass       

Sunday, May 15th, 2016                           

  St. Peter Church
35777 Center Ridge Road, North Ridgeville 44039

“O Holy Spirit, descend plentifully into my heart. Enlighten the dark corners of 
this neglected dwelling and scatter there Thy cheerful beams.”— St. Augustine 

                                                                                                                                                  
The Pentecost Celebration will start at 2:00 p.m. with praise and worship, and a time of prayer for a 

new outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Mass will begin at approximately 3:00 p.m.                            
All are welcome to join in this celebration of Pentecost.  There will be an opportunity for individual 

healing prayer and also fellowship time after Mass in the parish gym.  For more information, please 
contact Fr. Bob Franco at 440-327-2201 or CRM at 440-944-9445.



Are you looking for peace and purpose? Try “A NEW 
WAY OF LIVING.” This one-and-a-half-day, life-changing 
program, will be held  Friday, May 13th, from 7 p.m. to 
10 p.m. and Saturday, May 14th, from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. at St. John Vianney, 7575 Bellflower Rd., Mentor, 
OH 44060. Registration is open to men and women 
over 18. Breakfast & lunch are included. A free will 
offering will be taken. For questions, or to register by 
phone contact Arch Tunnell at 440-442-7538, Jerry 
Cleland at 330-284-7918. See pre-registration form on 
page 6 of this issue of The Flame. 

St. Peter Parish will present a Life in the Spirit Seminar 
on Friday evening, May 13th, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m. and Saturday, May 14th, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m.  The seminar sessions will include praise and 
worship, teachings, discussion and fellowship.  St. Peter 
Parish is located at 35777 Center Ridge Rd., North 
Ridgeville 44039, and the sessions will be held in the 
Parish Center. Pre-registration is strongly encouraged 
and will be taken till Monday, May 9th. Walk-ins 
welcome. Call Fr. Bob Franco at 440-327-2201.  See 
pre-registration form on page 6 of this issue of The 
Flame. 
We will join our diocesan Charismatic community on 
Pentecost Sunday, May 15th, for prayer for the baptism 
in the Holy Spirit at the Pentecost Mass Celebration at 
St. Peter Church.  For more information or to register 
for the seminar, please contact Fr. Bob Franco at 
440-327-2201. 

“O Holy Spirit, descend plentifully into my heart. 
Enlighten the dark corners of this neglected dwelling 
and scatter there Thy cheerful beams.”— St. Augustine 
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Catholic Renewal Ministries       
wi l l host a Pentecost Mass 
Celebration, Sunday, May 15th, at 
St. Peter Church, 35777 Center 
Ridge Rd., North Ridgeville 
44039. The celebration will start at 
2 :00 p.m. wi th pra ise and 
worship, and a time of prayer for 
a new outpouring of the Holy 

S p i r i t . M a s s w i l l b e g i n a t 
approximately 3:00 p.m.  All are welcome to join in 
this celebration of Pentecost.  There will be an 
opportunity for individual healing prayer and also 
fellowship time after Mass in the parish gym.  For 
more information, please contact Fr. Bob Franco at 
440-327-2201 or CRM at 440-944-9445. 

Praise God With Joy!  Catholic Renewal Ministries’ 
Traveling Charismatic Mass for May will be held at 
(Oberlin) Sacred Heart Parish on Friday, May 20th.  
Praise and worship will begin at 7:00 p.m. and Mass 
will start at 7:30 p.m.  The church is located at 410 W. 
Lorain St. in Oberlin 44074.  Fr. Bob Franco will be the 
celebrant.  Healing prayer teams will be available 
after mass for individual prayer, and there will also be 
a social after the mass.  For more information, please 
contact Fr. Bob Franco at 440-327-2201 or CRM at 
440-944-9445.  

                                                                                                   
All are invited to attend Catholic Renewal Ministries’ 
34th Annual Charismatic Conference to be held on 
July 15th and 16th, 2016 at Magnificat High School in 
Rocky River.  Guest speakers will be Jim Murphy, Paco 
Gavrilides, Nellie Cruz Krawczynski, Fr. Damian 
Ference, Fr. Bob Franco, Bishop Richard G. Lennon  
and Roberto Santiago. This year’s theme is “Proclaim 
God’s Mercy.”  The conference opens on Friday at 
7:00 p.m.  Contact Shirley or Tom Fumich at 
440-327-1226 for registration information or visit 
www.crmweb.org.  Advance registration through July 
6th is $30, and at the door $35.  Come experience the 
healing power and gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

Renewal Ministries Events  
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CATHOLIC RENEWAL MINISTRIES 34TH ANNUAL CHARISMATIC CONFERENCE

 
Saturday Morning Prayer  

with Bishop Lennon

Praise & Worship  
with Contemporary  

Christian Music

Dynamic Teaching

Adoration of the  
Blessed Sacrament 

Reconciliation & Sunday  
Vigil Eucharist on Saturday

 
FRIDAY, JULY 15

7:00 pm - 9:30 pm 
(doors open 6:15 p.m.) 

 

SATURDAY, JULY 16
8:30 am - 9:30 pm

(doors open 7:45 a.m.) 

Proclaim God’s 
       MERCY!
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NELLIE CRUZ 
KRAWCZYNSKI  
is a former Oregon Catholic 
Press recording artist and 
Worship Leader from Cleveland, 
Ohio. Nellie has performed and 
delivered Keynote addresses 

locally and internationally including WYD 2002 
Toronto and The National Catholic Youth Conference. 
She pursues her call to help women heal with zeal 
for love of God and his Church. Nellie continues to 
use her gifts for God and his people through her 
Christian and secular counseling ministry. Nellie  
currently co-directs her church choir and is on the 
core team of Emmaus Catholic Adult charismatic 
prayer group held at St. Thomas More Parish.

THE MOST 
REVEREND 
RICHARD G. 
LENNON 
was installed as the 
10th Bishop of the 
Catholic Diocese of 

Cleveland in 2006. A native of the Boston 
area, he attended St. John’s Seminary in 
Brighton, Massachusetts where he received 
an M.A. in Church History and a M.Th.  
in Sacramental Theology. He was named  
a Domestic Prelate in 1998 and installed  
as a Knight of the Holy Sepulchre in June 
of 2001.

FR. ROBERT 
FRANCO 
has been active in the 
Charismatic Renewal 
since he was 19 
and states that his 
vocation flowed from 

it. He has been a priest for over 30 years 
serving in the Diocese. He has been the 
Bishop’s Liaison for Charismatic Renewal in 
the Cleveland Diocese since 1992. He has 
been the pastor of St. Peter Parish in North 
Ridgeville since 2009. He served on the  
Fraternity of Priests Board of Directors 
as member, chairman, and editor of 
the Fraternity’s Newsletter, The Visitation.

FR. DAMIAN 
FERENCE 
serves as 
Director 
of Human 
Formation 
and Assistant 

Professor of Philosophy at Borromeo 
Seminary. In addition to writing for 
Word on Fire, Father Ference has 
published articles in a wide variety 
of periodicals, including America and 
Catholic Universe Bulletin. He also 
regularly preaches retreats and  
parish missions.

For additional information call 440-327-1226 or e-mail crmcleveland@gmail.com or go to www.crmweb.org. 
Please bring non-perishable food items for the needy. Sponsored by Catholic Renewal Ministries. 

CELEBRATING THE HEALING POWER AND GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  
AT MAGNIFICAT HIGH SCHOOL, 20770 HILLIARD BLVD., ROCKY RIVER OH

JIM MURPHY 
is the founder and president of Vera Cruz Communications 
and currently a consultant to The National Service Committee 
for Catholic Charismatic Renewal. He completed his  
education at Wayne State University and received  
his bachelor’s degree in Social Work in 1976. While still a 
senior in high school, he made a decision to surrender his  
life to Christ. He has been a guest on the 700 Club, the 
EWTN network, and has helped create videos for national 
broadcast. Jim has authored articles for various publications 

and has been a guest on radio and television programs. He has been involved in youth  
ministry on parish, diocesan, national and international levels. With his guitar, Jim often  
leads prayer and worship services, gives parish missions, speaks at retreats, and consults  
for many parish and diocesan groups in the Church.

FRANCISCO (PACO) GAVRILIDES 
is currently serving as Homiletics Instructor at Sacred Heart  
Major Seminary in Detroit. He received his STB at the 
Archdiocesan Seminary in Monterrey, Mexico, and is complet-
ing his Licentiate Degree in the New Evangelization at Sacred 
Heart. As a convert to the Catholic Church since 1968, Paco 
has dedicated his life to serving Christ with a passion to share 
the Gospel as a teacher, speaker and evangelist. For more 
than twenty years he was involved in lay missionary work, 
helping to form small ecclesial communities throughout Latin 

America, Spain and the U.S. He has been active in the Catholic Charismatic Renewal and evan-
gelistic outreach to university students with particular service to Afro-Americans and Hispanics. 
As a frequent conference speaker, with bilingual skills in English and Spanish, he gives retreats 
and missions on faith & conversion, spiritual growth, leadership & prayer, and family life.         
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Families In Christ Jesus                                             

Invites You to 
“A New Way of Living” 

Friday May 13th 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Saturday May 14th  8:30 a.m. to  5:00 p.m.                              

Saturday Continental Breakfast & Lunch Provided                    

Open to All Men and Women, 18 Years Old & Over                            

St. John Vianney                                                                               

7575 Bellflower Rd., Mentor, Oh 44060                                                               
Mail Registration to: Arch Tunnell                                   

1736 Edgefield Rd. Lyndhurst, Ohio 44124                                

Information & Phone Registration:                                      

Arch Tunnell at 440- 442-7538                                          
Jerry Cleland at 330-284-7918                                      

Name                             Please Print

Address

Phone Email

A NEW WAY OF  LIVING

  St. Peter Parish Welcomes You to a 
“Life in the Spirit Seminar” 

Friday May 13th 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. & 
Saturday May 14th  8:30 a.m. to  4:30 p.m.                              

Saturday Light Breakfast & Lunch Provided                    

Open to All Men and Women                                         

Donations Gratefully Accepted

St. Peter Parish, Parish Center                                     

35777 Center Ridge Rd., North Ridgeville 44039      

Mail Registration : Fr. Bob Franco, Life in the Spirit, 
35777 Center Ridge Rd., North Ridgeville,OH 44039                                           

For Information Call Fr. Bob Franco at 440-327-2201           

Pre-registration By May 9th is Encouraged                  

Walk-ins Welcome

Name                             Please Print

Address

Phone Email

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT SEMINAR



Continued FromPage 1                                                    
tempted to feel sorry for themselves once in a while. They 
can see the unfairness of “bearing the burden” while others 
seem so uncommitted.

At times like this we must turn to the Lord, confessing our 
frustrations and begging for the graces we need each day 
to  continue  the  work  He  has  given  us.  People  of 
unwavering vision may need to rest, but they don’t quit. 
They may need to enlist some help (Moses did) but they 
never walk away. Their role may change over the years, 
but they remain committed to the vision.

As  we  draw  close  to  this  great  jubilee  of  the  Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal, I marvel at how many leaders from 
the  “early  days”  are  still  committed  to  the  vision,  still 
excited about this marvelous work of the Holy Spirit in our 
day. It’s true that they carry the marks of many years, but 
they remain loyal to God and ready to serve the Lord in 
whatever way he leads them. Thank God for the men and 
women of vision, of unwavering vision.

Let us find a renewed enthusiasm for the work of the Lord 
and find encouragement from one of our early leaders, a 
man of unwavering vision, St Paul: “It is not that I have 
already taken hold of  it  [resurrection from the dead]  or 
have already attained perfect maturity, but I continue my 
pursuit in hope that I may possess it, since I have indeed

been taken possession of by Christ [Jesus]. Brothers, I for 
my part do not consider myself to have taken possession. 
Just  one thing: forgetting what lies behind but straining 
forward to what lies ahead, I continue my pursuit toward 
the  goal,  the  prize  of  God’s  upward  calling  in  Christ 
Jesus” (Phil 3:12-14). ◆
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Jim Murphy is  a guest  speaker at  the 2016 Cleveland 
Catholic Charismatic Conference. He is the founder and 
president of Vera Cruz Communications and currently a 
consultant  to  The  National  Service  Committee  for 
Catholic  Charismatic  Renewal.  He  completed  his 
education  at  Wayne  State  University  and  received  his 
bachelor’s degree in Social Work in 1976. While still a 
senior in high school, he made a decision to surrender 
his life to Christ. He has been a guest on the 700 Club, 
the  EWTN network,  and  has  helped  create  videos  for 
national broadcast. Jim has authored articles for various 
publications  and  has  been  a  guest  on  radio  and 
television  programs.   He  has  been  involved  in  youth 
ministry on parish, diocesan, national and international 
levels.  With  his  guitar,  Jim  often  leads  prayer  and 
worship  services,  gives  parish  missions,  speaks  at 
retreats,  and  consults  for  many  parish  and  diocesan 
groups  in the Church.
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