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baptism in the Spirit.” 

CHARISMS 
I’ve visited Brazil over 20 
times in the past two dec-
ades. The Renewal there 
is 12 million strong, with 
many of the participants 
under the age of 35! But 
even in a country where 
the Renewal is so strong 
there is a tendency for 
times of praise and wor-
ship to be simply a medley 
of wonderful, inspiring 
songs, many from the con-
temporary Christian music 
repertoire. There is often 
no opportunity (nor expec-
tation!) for praying and 
singing in tongues or 
prophecy! While strong 
leaders have emerged who 
exercise strong charisms 
around the world, wide-
spread yielding to such 
charisms has been on the 
wane. “Would that all the 
people were prophets and 
that the Lord would pour 
out His Spirit on them all,” 

exclaimed Moses (cf. Num. 11:29) and I want 
to echo this sentiment. Yes, there are different 
charisms and different ministries but praying 
and singing in tongues has been a widely dif-
fused charism in the past, and we should not 
abandon it now! “I wish that you would all pray 
in tongues and even more that you would 
prophesy” (I Cor. 14:5). St. Paul said that, not 
me! 

On February 18, 1967, 
during the Duquesne 
Weekend, I tacked up a 
note on the bulletin 
board which read, “I 
want a miracle!” Never 
could I have imagined 
that the miracle would be 
a worldwide ecclesial 
movement of at least 
120 million Catholics! It’s 
been almost 50 years 
now that I have experi-
enced the grace of bap-
tism in the Spirit mani-
fested in so many beauti-
ful ways by various cul-
tures. Here’s what I see 
from my journeys around 
the world. 

EVANGELIZATION 
Remember the song, “I 
was country when coun-
try wasn’t cool”? I feel 
that way about the New 
Evangelization! We in 
the Renewal have been 
immersed in evangeliza-
tion, proclaiming “Jesus 
is Lord!” since our begin-
nings. We were  doing it before everyone was 
talking about it! By the grace of the Holy Spirit 
we realized the centrality of the person of Je-
sus Christ and the necessity of making a per-
sonal surrender of our whole lives to Him. This 
was the message St. John Paul II gave the 
Church in Novo Millenio Ineunte:  Start afresh 
with Christ! When I read that document, I re-
member thinking, “This is why the Lord gave us 



Dear Readers of the Flame, 
 
“What is God’s plan for my life?” It is a question that 
most of us have asked ourselves at some point in our 
lives. Often we may think of this question in terms of 
our vocation: married, single, ordained or religious life. 
Yet within our vocation, God has a plan for how we 
fulfill that vocation. It can best be summarized by the 
word growth. 
 
Tolkien’s popular Lord of the Rings series begins with 
four hobbits affectionately known as Frodo, Sam, Pip-
pin and Merry setting out on a mission with very slim 
chances of fulfillment. Their enemies are powerful and 
cunning. Their resources seem scant. Their journeys 
are fraught with trouble, disaster, miraculous escapes 
and acts of providence. 
 
However, they do fulfill their mission. And then they 
return to their homeland, the Shire, only to find that it 
has been taken over by servants of the enemy. Frodo 
and his friends realized that the enemy’s main weapon 
against the Shire was fear. During their mission Frodo 
and company had faced fear on a much greater scale 
with the ultimate stakes hanging in the balance. They 
would not be cowed by these new rulers of the Shire. 
They made a plan, rallied their fellow hobbits and re-
took the Shire with relative ease. 
 
It was clear that Frodo, Sam, Pippin and Merry had 
grown during their journeys. They had left Shire some-
what callow. They returned courageous, wise and 
good. 
 
This is the plan of God for us. We are to grow and ma-
ture as we walk with Jesus Christ. Early in our walk 
with Christ we may have been overwhelmed by certain 
situations. We may not have known how to handle 
things. However, as we mature, we handle those same 
situations with grace and wisdom. We come to know 
the right way to do things. We learn to handle chal-
lenges that initially would have been beyond our pay 
grade. This is God’s growth-plan. 
 
We are being prepared for eternity. God is preparing 
us to reign with Jesus Christ. Yes, we are seated with 
Christ now. (Ephesians 2:6). However, it is only when 
we endure with Christ that we are able to reign with 
Christ. (II Timothy 2:12a) God is about making us faith-
ful and mature disciples of the Lord so that we can re-
ceive true riches. 
 
This is why our understanding of the Communion of  

Saints is so rich. Saints do not only make it to 
heaven, they are given an ongoing ministry on earth. 
They intercede and assist us so that we too would 
fulfill our mission in the Lord. This does not detract 
from the glory due our God. It actually expresses it. 
God is magnanimous and  big-hearted. He has no 
“ego” to be fed. He shares his wisdom, power and 
love with us, desiring our growth. In the parable of 
the ten gold coins, Jesus said that the Master re-
warded those who increased their coinage with cities! 
He found that they were trustworthy in small things. 
Their reward would be greater things. (Luke 19:12ff) 
The Lord wants to trust us with true wealth. (Luke 
16:11-12) For those who keep growing, the Lord 
shares with us his divine nature (II Peter 1:3-11). 
 
As I mentioned in my Partners in the Renewal letter 
in April, this is my 40th anniversary of being baptized 
in the Holy Spirit. I am grateful to God for bringing me 
to where I am today. I also acknowledge that I have a 
long way to go, and probably could be farther along if 
I had not, at times, resisted his grace at work in my 
life. Thank God for the Sacrament of Penance! Let us 
keep pressing onward! 
 
As we approach the wonder-filled feast of Pentecost, 
let us pray to grow in the graces of the Holy Spirit. 
Exercising his gifts and bearing his fruit, we will glo-
rify the Lord Jesus and build up his body, the Church. 
We will fulfill God’s plan for us because we will ma-
ture and grow. 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
 
Fr. Bob Franco 
Bishop’s Delegate to Catholic Renewal Ministries 
 
PS: I hope to see you at the Pentecost Mass this 
year at St. Mary Parish in Bedford, where we will be 
praying with those receiving Baptism in the Spirit be-
fore our Mass. For directions, simply google 300 Un-
ion St., Bedford 44146. Come Holy Spirit, and renew 
the face of the earth! 



 

 

 



            

                 

St. Peter Parish will present a Life in the Spirit 
Seminar on five Tuesdays, from April 21

st
 to 

May 19
th

 from 7pm –9pm. The seminar ses-
sions will include praise & worship, teachings, 
discussion and fellowship.  St. Peter is located 
at 35777 Center Ridge Rd., N. Ridgeville 
44039. The sessions will be held at the Parish 
Center. We will join our diocesan Charismatic 
community on Pentecost Sunday, May 24th, for 
prayer for the Baptism in the Holy Spirit at 2 
p.m., followed by liturgy at 3 p.m. at St. Mary 
Church, Bedford 44146.  For more information 
about the seminar, please contact Fr. Bob 

Franco at 440-327-2201. 

Mary, Queen of Heaven and Earth Chapter of 
Magnificat, a women’s ministry modeled after 
the Visitation, invites you to a Breakfast, Satur-
day, May 9

th
, at Walsh University, Barrette Cen-

ter, 2020 E Maple St., N. Canton.  Join us in a 
special time of fellowship and sharing. Cindy 
Welker will be the guest speaker. Doors open at 
8:30 a.m. with breakfast at 9:00 a.m. Seating is 
limited.  Plan on getting your reservation early.  
No reservations will be accepted after Saturday, 
May 2

nd
.  For information call Shirley DeOrio at 

330-305-1146.  There will be an optional Mass 
at 8:00 a.m. in Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Chapel at Walsh University. 

Let heaven and earth rejoice! CRM’s Travel-
ing Charismatic Mass for May will be held at 
Sacred Heart Parish on Friday, May 15

th
.  

Praise & worship will begin at 7:00 p.m. Mass 
will start at 7:30 p.m.  The church is located at 
410 W. Lorain St. in Oberlin 44074.  Fr. Bob 
Franco will be the celebrant.  Healing prayer 
teams will be available after mass for individual 
prayer. There will also be a social afterwards.  
For information please call Fr. Bob Franco at 
440-327-2201 or CRM at 440-944-9445.  

CRM’s June Traveling Charismatic Mass will 
be held at St. John Vianney Parish, 7575 Bell-
flower Rd., Mentor, 44060, on Fri., June 19th.  
Praise & worship will begin at 7:00 p.m. The lit-
urgy will start at 7:30 p.m.  Individual healing 
prayer will be available . There will also be a so-
cial afterward.  For information, call Fr. Franco at 
440-327-2201 or CRM at 440-944-9445. 

                                                                                                         

 

“Amen. Blessings and glory, wisdom and 
thanksgiving, honor, power and might be to 
our God forever and ever! Amen.” Rev.7:12 
Catholic Renewal Ministries will host a Pente-
cost Mass Celebration, Sunday, May 24th, at 
St. Mary Church, 340 Union St., Bedford 
44146.  The celebration will start at 2:00 p.m. 
with praise & worship and a time of prayer for 
a new outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  Mass will 
begin at 3:00 p.m.  All are welcome to join in 
this celebration of Pentecost.  There will be an 
opportunity for individual healing prayer and also 
fellowship time after Mass in the church Social 
Hall.  For more information, please contact Fr. 
Bob Franco at 440-327-2201 or CRM at 440-944
-9445. 

Life in the Spirit Seminar – St. Hilary’s Charis-
matic Prayer Group is hosting a Life in the Spirit 
Seminar on Friday, May 29

th
, 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 

p.m. and Saturday, May 30
th

, 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 
p.m.  In addition to inspiring teachings and wit-
nesses from Fr. Steve Brunovsky, Fr. Norm 
Douglas, and other leaders in the renewal, there 
will be Reconciliation and Mass. There will be 
free breakfast, lunch and dinner on Saturday as 
well as lively praise and worship, discussions, 
time for personal prayer, a Catholic book minis-
try, and prayer teams to pray with individuals.  
We encourage participants to attend all seminar 
sessions.  An offering will be taken to cover 
seminar expenses.  Come join us if you’ve never 
attended a seminar or if you’ve been to seminars 
in the past.  God always has more for you! St. 
Hilary parish is located at 2750 W. Market St., 
Fairlawn 44333.  Please RSVP as soon as pos-
sible, especially with special dietary needs.  
Walk-ins are welcome, but the RSVP will help us 
prepare.  To register, contact Jim McGuire at 
330-612-5969 or email rehabed@integrity.com. 
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Rejoice! St. Hilary Prayer Group 

has scheduled an amazing event! 

Come and "See what love the Fa-

ther has bestowed on us that we 

may be called the children of 

God…” 1John 3:1  A Life in the 

Spirit Seminar is  planned for the 

evening of  Friday, May 29th from 

6:30 p.m. to  9:30 p.m. and Satur-

day  May 30th from 8:30 a. m. to 

9:30 p.m. St. Hilary Church is lo-

cated at 2750 West Market St., 

Fairlawn, OH 44333. Please RSVP 

as soon as possible, especially if 

you have particular dietary needs. 

Walk-ins are welcome but the 

RSVP will allow us to prepare. To 

register please contact Jim 

McGuire at  330-612-5969 or   

email rehabed@integrity.com. 

Come and trust and be open to a 

wonderful weekend filled with of 

God’s  lavish  blessings! 

 

Look forward to inspiring teachings 

and witnesses from Fr. Steve 

Brunovsky, Fr. Norm Douglas and 

other leaders in the Renewal. The 

day will include Reconciliation and 

Mass. Breakfast, lunch and dinner 

on Saturday are delectably  

planned and are free. Anticipate 

lively praise and worship, discus-

sions, time for reflection and per-

sonal prayer. A Catholic book min-

istry will also be on hand. Prayer 

teams will be available for individ-

ual prayer. We urge participants to 

attend both days. An offering will 

be taken to cover seminar ex-

penses. Come join us if you have 

never attended a seminar or even 

if you have! “And hope does not 

disappoint, because the love of 

God has been poured out into our 

hearts through the Holy Spirit that 

has been given to us.” Romans 5:5 

 



 

 

 

 

Heavenly Father we humbly acknowledge our need of  the Holy Spirit with all fac-
ets of  this year’s conference. Please pour out Your Living Water in overwhelming 
abundance. 

 +Father Make Us One. 

We ask You to free us from all that would distract us, may we all hear Your Voice 
with clarity and understanding. 

 +Father Make Us One. 

We ask for the blessings of  faithfulness and the desire to please You, as Your Son 
Jesus has taught us. 

 +Father Make Us One. 

We ask You Father for the grace to let go of  the hurts that bind us all in unfor-
giveness and resentments. Tenderly heal, soften, and change our broken hearts. 

 +Father Make Us One. 

Please Father, strengthen our resolve to embrace, in unity, every member of  the 
Mystical Body of  Christ, recognizing we are cherished daughters and sons of  God 
Most High with privileges and responsibilities. 

 +Father Make Us One. 

Abba, may we strive to give You Glory in worship, in Spirit and in Truth. 

 +Father Make Us One. 

For every detail You ask of  us, we implore You, hold us in Your Arms and protect 
us. 

 +Father Make Us One. 

As we are led by You, Father, in this journey of  preparation and participation, we 
ask for the greatest gift “Love.” May our hearts expand so completely that we see 
Jesus shining on the faces of  each other, truly, Your beloved children. 

 +Father Make Us One. Amen 



preparing for an event in Olympic Stadium that 
was attended by our Holy Father. The Lord 
loves unity. “There he commands his blessing” 
(Psalm 133). 
 
MARY! 
In those places around the world where Mary 
has been welcomed not only as a “model” but 

as a “mother,” the Re-
newal is flourishing. In 
2006 I met a non-
denominational pastor 
from Sweden named Ulf 
Ekmann. I was amazed as 
he plied me with questions 
about consecration (or en-
trustment) to Mary. Every 
great Marian saint and au-
thor I referenced was one 
he had already read! 
When I asked why he was 
so interested in a topic that 
is usually so divisive 
among Christians, he told 
me that he was fascinated 
by the motto of the great 
evangelizer John Paul II, 
“Totus Tuus, Maria.” In re-
cent months the an-
nouncement was made 
that Ulf and his wife are 
leaving their mega church 
to join the Roman Catholic  

Church. It’s been a journey of course, but Our 
Lady has been present along the way. And she 
wants to be present along our way as we jour-
ney to the great Jubilee in 2017. I pray that we 
might welcome her as the early disciples did in 
that Upper Room, that she might teach us to 
cry out with new fervor, “Come Holy Spirit as 
by a New Pentecost and renew the face of the 
earth!” 
 
Patti Mansfield was one of the participants on 
the retreat in February of 1967 where events 
took place that are often marked as the begin-
ning of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal. She 
serves with her husband, Al, in the Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal of New Orleans. 
Reprinted with permission from Summer 
2014 Pentecost Today Volume 39 Number 2 

Continued from Page 1  

THE POOR 
In my travels I have been greatly edified at how 
the grace of baptism in the Spirit has ex-
pressed itself in care for the poor and needy. 
Several years ago I spoke at an international 
youth conference and gave a retreat to the 
community at Kkottongnae in South Korea. 
The grace of baptism in the Spirit has flowered 
into the largest social ser-
vice agency in the coun-
try. Examples abound. 
How moved I was to meet 
a consecrated member of 
the Emmanuel Commu-
nity in France who has 
spent years of her life 
traveling in caravan with 
the “gens de voyage” 
 (gypsies). These no-
madic people have come 
into baptism in the Spirit 
through the street preach-
ing of the Emmanuel 
community. Another out-
standing outreach I see in 
the Renewal wherever I 
go is in the defense of the 
unborn through prayer, 
witness, education and 
political activity. 
 
UNITY 
I am seeing signs of a 
new move in this direction of unity. Many have 
seen the video of Pope Francis speaking to 
members of Kenneth Copeland’s Word of Faith 
Conference through the instrumentality of 
South African Evangelical Bishop Tony Palmer. 
In addition to this kind of ecumenism, there is 
another beautiful move of the Spirit in bringing 
together various elements of the Catholic Re-
newal to cooperate in preaching the gospel. 
Last Pentecost in Jerusalem, I witnessed a 
dramatic gesture that moved me deeply. 
Prominent leaders from several streams of the 
Renewal pledged themselves to work together 
in unity for the glory of God. Even as I write this 
article, I am in awe of the cooperation of lead-
ers of ICCRS, the Catholic Fraternity of Charis-
matic Covenant Communities and Fellowships, 
and Rinnovamento nello  Spirito Santo in  
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