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my faults and sinfulness, suddenly I real-
ized that my relationship with God wasn’t 
just me loving God, but that the Father 
truly loved me as a son. That changed 
everything in my life. I realize that there 
are some who have a difficulty approach-
ing God as Father because of the imper-
fections of their earthly father. For  some 
the scars are deep and the thought that 
God is like the father who abused, ne-
glected or abandoned them stands as a 
roadblock to the experience of God as the 
loving Father. For others the image of God 
the Father is that of the Almighty One who 
stands ready to  judge and punish. The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches 
us that, “By calling God “Father,” the lan-
guage of faith indicates two main things: 
that God is the first origin of everything 
and transcendent authority; and that he is 
at the same time goodness and loving 
care for all his children” (CCC 239). In the 
midst of any difficulties one might have in 
approaching God as a Father, who is 

goodness and has loving care for each of us, one 
should strive for, pray for and even seek spiritual coun-
seling so as to be able to experience the beauty of our 
Heavenly Father whose love for us is both perfect and 
unconditional. My experience of the Father’s love forty 
years ago is one that blessed me and shaped me 
through college, seminary, priesthood, the numerous 
ministries I was assigned to, and now in monastic life. 
The Father’s love is a love that transcends all that I 
have done and strikes at the heart of who I am as a 
child of a loving God. It is a love that has helped me live 
more fully throughout my life because it is a love that 
has always been present, whether I felt it or not. It was 
during the times when I was 

How does knowing the love of the 
Father  enable us to live more fully 
as children of God in this Year of 

Spirit-filled Faith? 
INTRODUCTION 
When Pope Benedict XI announced the Year 
of Faith he said that it is a time for “…
retracing the history of our faith, marked by 
the unfathomable mystery of the interweaving 
of holiness and sin” (Porta Fidei, #13). He 
speaks of this in a broad sense of history 
meaning the history of the Church, but within 
the Church is the personal history of each one 
of us. An important aspect of our observance 
of this Year of Faith is to look at our relation-
ship with the Father and how we can live 
more fully as children of God. 
TESTIMONY / TEACHING 
My experience of the love of the Father 
marked a major turning point in my life. It was 
Sunday, May 7, 1972 that I was prayed over 
to be baptized in the Holy Spirit. I was nearing 
the end of my freshmen year in college and 
started attending prayer meetings that Febru-
ary at the invitation of friends who told me that something 
new was happening. Like many, my first prayer meeting 
was one of confusion at what was happening. Unfamiliar 
songs, strange sounds being chanted, people speaking 
and claiming it is the Lord, etc. It was all strange, but there 
was something about the people that attracted me. They 
had something that filled them with a peace and joy that I 
hadn’t seen before, so I kept going back and became more 
familiar with songs of praise, tongues and prophecy. On 
that Sunday afternoon when others were being prayed 
over there were some who received the gifts of tongues, 
others of praise, all I did was at first hold back tears, but 
then I gave in to the weeping. I had tears of joy at experi-
encing the Father’s love for me. Although I was aware of  
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May & June, 2013 
 
Dear Readers of the Flame, 
 
Each era of history has its own particular struggles. In the early 
Church it was outright persecution. Later on, as the Roman Empire 
collapsed, it was the barbarian invasions (or as one Catholic priest 
put it, the migrations of our ancestors!) There were times of material 
prosperity and spiritual poverty and vice versa. 
 
No matter the struggle, the antidote was always spiritual renewal. 
The needs of the times were met by people who were equipped 
with the wisdom, power and love of the Holy Spirit. These people 
transformed an anemic and spiritually tepid Church into a strong 
and vital Church. 
 
In our day, shortly after the end of Vatican II, the charismatic re-
newal burst onto the scene in the Catholic Church. Beginning in 
Pittsburgh with some students from Duquesne University, this 
movement quickly moved from a local movement to an international 
movement. And the purpose of these manifestations of the Holy 
Spirit was to help revitalize and equip the Church in our age. 
 
As I see it, there are two main ideologies that are permeating the 
cultures of the world today. The first is secularism. Basically, this 
mode of thinking says that God has no place in public debates. 
With no objective basis for truth, the prevailing opinion, often 
shaped by media moguls, is what makes for moral rightness. 
 
The second ideology is a bit more subtle. I will call it tolerance. Now 
tolerance is actually a very good thing. However, when tolerance 
becomes the only virtue or the primary lens through which you in-
terpret everything else, it shuts down all discussion. An issue like 
homosexual “marriage” is no longer thought of as having a moral 
component. Instead, it becomes a civil right that needs to be toler-
ated. 
 
How does the charismatic renewal help the Church meet the chal-
lenges of secularism and “tolerance”? First, those who have experi-
enced baptism in the Spirit know the convicting power of the Holy 
Spirit. Jesus, in speaking of the coming of the Paraclete, said, 

…I will send him to you. And when he comes he will con-
vict the world in regard to sin and righteousness and con-
demnation. (John 16:7b-8)    

 
As a Church, we need to be convinced in our heart of hearts, with 
clarity of thinking, about sin, righteousness and condemnation. We 
need to be convinced that we have the truth and then act and 
preach accordingly! The power of the Spirit needs to convict us so 
that we can be his instruments of convicting the world!  
 
When Peter preached the gospel on Pentecost, the initial hearers 
did not say to themselves, “Oh, what an interesting message! I 
never thought of it that way!” Instead, St. Luke records,  

 
“…they were cut to the heart and they asked Peter and the other 
apostles, ‘What are we to do, my brothers?’” (Acts 2:37b). That was 
the convicting power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Secondly, the Holy Spirit gives individuals gifts of power and super-
natural knowledge to break through the barriers people erect. A 
secularist who experiences a supernatural healing will be more 
open to the message of Christ. The gifts of the Spirit can break 
through the ideologies that wall people off from the gospel. 
 
Finally, the Holy Spirit’s work is a corporate one. He brings about 
unity among people who really believe. This unity is rooted in char-
ity, truth and beauty. These qualities make the Church attractive to 
people who begin to hunger for more than the secular worldview 
can offer. 
 
These workings of the Holy Spirit through the charismatic renewal 
are by no means the only ways that the Holy Spirit is at work in our 
world. However, they are manifestations that we need to earnestly 
seek (I Corinthians 12:31a and 14:1) if the renewal is to effectively 
fulfill its purpose. 
 
As we approach the Solemnity of Pentecost, let us pray to be filled 
more and more with the Holy Spirit!!! 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
 
Fr. Bob Franco 
 

PS: Please put Sunday May 19th Pentecost Mass Cele-

bration* and The 31st Annual Charismatic Conference, 

July 19th & 20th* on your “to do” list.  Don’t miss out! 

The Holy Spirit will be present with power to convict us ever 

more deeply of the truth that Jesus Christ is Lord! 

*Look for Details in this issue of The Flame. 



*We encourage you to please RSVP at least one week in advance but walk-ins are welcome!! 
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 The 2012 Catholic Charismatic Conference                          

Distilled Prophetic Word:                                                                                            

“My Children Surrender To The                                       

Fire and Power of  My Holy Spirit.                                             

Blaze Forth With My Love  Into The World.” 

   

Sacred Heart Church at 410 West Lorain Street in 

Oberlin will host a Life in the Spirit Seminar on 

Tuesday evenings, from April 16 through May 28, 

2013 at 7:30 p.m.  Prayer for the Baptism in the Holy 

Spirit will be at the Pentecost Mass, May 19th, at St. 

Michael’s Church in Independence.  For further infor-

mation and to preregister, please contact Eric Car-

penter at 440-775-2546 or 

Eric.Carpenter@oberlin.edu.                                                             

                                                                           

Sts. Cosmas & Damian Prayer Group will present a 

weekend Life in the Spirit Seminar on May 10th and 

11th. The seminar will meet  6:30 p.m. to  9:30 p.m. 

on Friday, May 10th and 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on 

Saturday, May 11th . Expect to be inspired with dy-

namic teaching by Fr. Bob Franco, Fr. Dan Begin, Fr. 

Tom McCann & Fr. Lester Knoll. Anticipate moving 

praise and worship. The seminar sessions will be held 

in Saints Cosmas & Damian Church and the adjacent 

Twinhaven Hall.  The church is located at 10419 Ra-

venna Rd., Twinsburg, 44087.  Saturday lunch will be 

provided. Additionally, we invite and encourage all to 

attend the annual Pentecost Mass Celebration, Sun-

day May 19th, at St. Michael Church in Independence. 

Join together in fellowship with others from our dio-

cese. Please call Jerry or Grace Wrobel at 330-425-

2678 for additional information or to register. 

Sing and Praise God With Joy!  Catholic Renewal 

Ministries’ Traveling Charismatic Mass for June will 

be held at Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish Wadsworth 

on Friday, June 28th, at 7:00 p.m.  Fr. Bob Franco 

will be the celebrant.  The church is located at 272 

Broad St. in Wadsworth, 44281.  Healing prayer 

teams will be available after mass for individual 

prayer.  For more information, please contact Fr. 

Franco at 440-327-2201 or the CRM office at                      

440-944-9445.  

Our Lady of Angels Prayer Group will present a Life in 

the Spirit Seminar on Saturday, May18th from 8 a.m. 

to 4 p.m.  The seminar sessions will include praise and 

worship, teachings, discussion and fellowship.  OLA is 

located at 3644 Rocky River Dr., Cleveland, 44111.The 

seminar will be in the Primary School Auditorium, behind 

the gym, north of the church. We will join our diocesan 

Charismatic community on Pentecost Sunday, May 19th, 

for prayer for the baptism in the Holy Spirit at 2 p.m., 

followed by liturgy at 3 p.m. at St. Michael Church in In-

dependence. A light breakfast and lunch will be in-

cluded, and a free will offering will be taken to cover ex-

penses.  For more information or to register, please con-

tact Robin Richards at 440-892-3910. 

Catholic Renewal Ministries will host a Pentecost Mass 

Celebration, Sunday, May 19th, at St. Michael Church, 

6540 Brecksville Rd., Independence.  The celebration 

will start at 2:00 p.m. with praise and worship, and a time 

of prayer for the Baptism in the Holy Spirit.  Mass will 

begin at 3:00 p.m.  All are welcome to join in this cele-

bration of Pentecost.  There will be an opportunity for 

individual healing prayer and also fellowship time after 

Mass.  For more information, please contact Fr. Bob 

Franco at 440-327-2201 or CRM at 440-944-9445. 

The 31st Cleveland Charismatic Conference spon-

sored by Catholic Renewal Ministries will be held July 

19th and 20th, 2013 at Magnificat High School in Rocky 

River.  Guest speakers will be Fr. Bill Halbing and Ralph 

Martin and local speakers Michele TePas Harrison and 

Jason Solomon.  The theme is “The Spirit of the Lord is 

Upon Me”.  The conference opens on Friday at 7:00 

p.m.  Contact Sue or Joe Palmieri at 440-774-1191 for 

registration information or visit www.crmweb.org.  Ad-

vance registration through July 9th is $30, and at the 

door $35. Please see the special brochure inserted in 

this issue  of The Flame. 
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in difficult assignments or situations that I sometimes won-
dered where the Father was. But as I emerged from them 
and wondered how I got through them I realized with each 
trial how much the Father was with me whether I felt him or 
not. It helped me grow from looking at faith as feeling that 
God was present to a faith that echoed the words from the 
Letter to the Hebrews; “Faith is the realization of what is 
hoped for and the evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 
11:1). 
LIVING MORE FULLY 
We are all brothers and sisters, children of the same loving 
Father and we are blessed with our Mother, the Church, giv-
ing us this special year of Faith to grow more fully as children 
of God. How does knowing the love of the Father help us to 
make the most of this year? 
 

Recalling our experiences with the Father. We live more 
fully as children of God when we take time to remember 
and reflect on how the Father has acted in our lives. It is 

easy to take for granted the great experiences we had with 
our Father as time distances us more and more from them. 
Taking time to recall and to thank God again renews our faith 
that God is indeed present in our lives. Recall Mary’s beauti-
ful prayer when greeted by Elizabeth. She magnified the 
Lord and recalled all he had done for her and her people. 
Magnify the Lord for all he has done for you and renew your 
faith that he is with you right now. 
                                                                                                            

Our personal relationship with God. If we know God in 
a personal way we already have a relationship with the 
Father in which we can approach him with honesty and 

intimacy. An aspect of this relationship is to come before the 
Lord and ask that the gift of faith we have been blessed with 
be increased. During the Year of Faith we can be like the 
child who asks his Father for more. Even though we might 
think that the faith we have now is sufficient, God is gener-
ous and there is a strength that comes with an increase of 
faith. That’s what we are told the Apostles did after Jesus 
taught them to be on guard for temptation and sin that could 
separate them from him. They responded by saying to the 
Lord: “Increase our Faith.” Pope Benedict reminds us in 
Porta Fidei #6, that the Year of Faith “is a summons to an 
authentic and renewed conversion to the Lord, the one Sav-
iour of the World.” 
 

Being more mindful that we are on a journey. When 
we were baptized we began our journey of faith and as 
Pope Benedict noted in Porta Fidei #1, entering the ‘door 

of Faith’ is to set out on a journey that lasts a lifetime. Re-
gardless of how well we think we are living our faith we are 
still on the journey. This is a year that calls us to give thanks 

for all the blessings of the past, and to be mindful of 
where we are right now. Pope Benedict goes on to  

challenge us to enter more deeply into the journey of 
faith and not become distracted or lost. Anyone who 
has traveled knows the inconvenience of packing more 
than we need for a trip. After a while the excess lug-
gage begins to weigh us down. It can slow us down, 
distract us and become uncomfortable. The other dan-
ger is realizing that we left behind the one or two items 
that we could really use and we can become con-
cerned about how we will continue without them. Either 
way this Year of Faith is an opportunity to look at the 
baggage we are carrying. How much of it do we really 
need for our journey to the Father’s house? If we need 
something don’t you think that if we go before the Fa-
ther in prayer that he will provide for us in some way? 
 
CONCLUSION 
The Year of Faith gives us the invitation to renew and 
to grow in our love of the Father. As we renew our ap-
preciation of the Father’s love it allows us to rediscover 
who we are as children of God. We are children who in 
many ways have been spoiled by the generosity of a 
Father who sent us his Son so that we would no longer 
be strangers and wayfarers but members of his family. 
We are sons and daughters who look lovingly on our 
Father who has given us the Holy Spirit to enkindle in 
us the fire of love. As we grow in years it seems diffi-
cult to go back to a childlike faith, but that is exactly 
what this Year of Faith invites and challenges us to do. 
As we go through this Year of Faith and recall, renew 
and journey in our faith let us do just that and recap-
ture the childlike faith that we all had at the beginning 
of our journey. This is one thing that we should not 
leave behind or discard, but hold onto because it is 
what helps us enjoy more fully our relationship 
with the Father.  
Fr. Killian Loch, O.S.B. is a monk of St. Vincent 
Archabbey, Latrobe, Pennsylvania and is currently the 
Director of Campus Ministry at St. Vincent College, 
Latrobe. Fr. Killian entered the Benedictines in 2010 
after serving 31 years as a priest in the Diocese of 
Scranton. During that time he served as the Bishop’s 
Liaison to the Charismatic Renewal and as a member 
of the Association of Diocesan Liaisons including six 
years on the Executive Committee, two of which he 
was the Chairman. He also served on the NSC for 
8½ years, three of which he was Chairman. 
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