
“Always be ready to give an
explanation to anyone who asks you
for a reason for your hope” (1 Pt 3:15).

We are living in extraordinary times. In a
matter of a few short weeks, the
coronavirus, invisible to the naked eye, tore
down our idols.
  Our sports stadiums are empty.
  Our concert halls are silent.
  Our malls are ghost towns.
  Our theaters are not open.
The downside is that the pandemic has
taken lives and shaken the financial
foundation of our country and exposed
other things we worship.
  Our health.
  The personal worth we take from our jobs.
  The things we buy and hoard to make us
  feel secure.
  The shifting sands in which we wrongly
  place our trust.

  A Reason To Hope
   March/April   March/April   March/April   March/April   March/April      20212021202120212021

Publication of Publication of Publication of Publication of Publication of Catholic Renewal MinistriesCatholic Renewal MinistriesCatholic Renewal MinistriesCatholic Renewal MinistriesCatholic Renewal Ministries                     Cleveland, OhioCleveland, OhioCleveland, OhioCleveland, OhioCleveland, Ohio                    crmwecrmwecrmwecrmwecrmwebbbbb.o.o.o.o.orgrgrgrgrg

(Continued on Page 6)

By John Beaulieu
Dark clouds seem to be looming everywhere
we look, but are we looking for the light that
is breaking through this gloom? Are we
noticing the silver lining? One of my favorite
quotes from St. Mother Teresa is, “God can
only fill that which is empty.” Perhaps God is
allowing all this to happen so that in our
emptiness, in our poverty, we cry out for a
new filling of the Holy Spirit. Maybe this is
happening in order for people who have
never confronted the emptiness of their souls
to cry out to God for the first time in a long
time, maybe ever.
Yes, we are suffering. But we are in a moment
of grace and hope. Let us take heart in the
words of St. Paul. “We boast in our hope of
sharing the glory of God. And not only that,
but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing
that suffering produces endurance, and
endurance produces character, and
character produces hope, and hope does not
disappoint us, because God’s love has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit
that has been given to us” (Rom 5:1-5).
In the mystery of God’s providence, he is able
to take our sufferings and turn them to hope.
It is not easy. We may need to be stretched.
We may need to have our pride broken. We
will definitely need to practice docility and
yield to his will and grace. But if we say “yes”
to the Holy Spirit and endure, God will
prevail. Our hope will not disappoint us for
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Dear Readers of the Flame,

In January I received an email to a YouTube video audio clip
of the late Paul Harvey, an American news commentator. I had
heard some of Paul Harvey’s news commentary over the years
so I listened to his three-minute clip entitled If I were the Devil.

In my investigation of this clip I read that this audio clip first
aired in April of 1965. It was somewhat prophetic. Paul Harvey
saw seeds being sown that would come to fruition in the
dominant culture we have today. Though tweaked and re-aired
over the years, it has remained substantially the same. Here
are some of the lines of If I were the Devil

So I (the Devil) should set about however necessary, to take
over the United States. I would begin with a campaign of
whispers. The minds of many people are filled with suspicion.
They distrust the news, politicians and their neighbors. Since
the beginning of the year, a number of people have called me
saying that their loved ones have gone off the deep end. The
isolation of the pandemic and the constant barrage of news
media has left people mistrustful of all institutions and
authority.

I would caution them not to be “extreme” in religion, in
patriotism, in moral conduct. And yet, it is our lack of being
extreme that has made the faith of many people lukewarm. In
his book A Church in Crisis: Pathways Forward, Ralph Martin
commented, “There has been a tendency in the Catholic Church
for the Christian truths to be intellectually held and perhaps
accurately expressed, but not adequately incarnated in life or
action. Often this has been due to what Spanish bishop, Juan
Hervas, one of the founders of the Cursillo Movement, called
the “minimalist corruption of the Gospel.” By this, Bishop Hervas
meant the tendency in practice to ask less of Catholics than
what the Gospel asks and to offer less than what the Gospel
offers.” (page 299.)

And the old I would teach to pray — to say after me — “Our
father which are in Washington.” Instead of asking, “What can
I do for my country?”, many people are looking for the
government to solve all their problems. Have we forgotten that
we already have a Savior in Jesus Christ? Are we so occupied
with earthly things that we have forgotten that we are first
citizens of heaven awaiting the return of the Lord (Philippians
3:19-20)? Though we make use of all the freedoms we have as
earthly citizens, in truth we are aliens and sojourners (I Peter
2:11) on our way to our heavenly homeland.

The problems that I mentioned in the preceding paragraphs
will not go away when the pandemic ends. They were there
before the pandemic. Like an earthquake, the pandemic shook
our lives and showed us where we have some foundational
weaknesses.

What is the solution to this mess that we are in? Simply put,
we need more of God! Alexander Solzhenitsyn, the Russian
dissident who spent time in the Gulag (Russian prison for
dissidents), once said this regarding those in the free world:
Men have forgotten God. For sure, God still lurks in the
memories of people. However, the impact that God has on the
values, choices and behavior of people has been minimized.

I see that the way forward begins with deepening our
relationship with the Lord. He must be our first trust. Only by
being deeply rooted in Christ can we resist the worldly
influences of our time. If we find ourselves on the bandwagon
of political extremism (liberal or conservative) and being
suspicious of all institutions and authorities, perhaps we have
been taking in too much media (social and otherwise) and not
enough of the truth of our faith.

We tend to think that we are impervious to propaganda. The
truth is that if we are not renewing our minds (Romans 12:2)
by soaking our souls in Sacred Scripture and the Catechism of
the Catholic Church, we are probably being highly influenced
by a worldly ideology. I must admit that I find many people
who fancy themselves as experts in the coronavirus, vaccines,
politics, the election and many other things and few people
who are on fire with the love of God and neighbor.

Our liturgical seasons of Lent and Easter summon us to die
and rise with Jesus Christ. It is time to give alms, pray and fast.
Besides fasting from food, we can abstain from those media
influences that get us worked up about worldly things and
quench our desire from God. We can turn our eyes on Jesus
Christ, especially as He comes to us in the “distressing disguise
of the poor” (St. Mother Teresa’s phrase) and find ways to show
them compassion and service. We can pray, baring our souls to
the light of God’s grace in order to be set aflame with God’s
love. In these ways, we ready ourselves to celebrate our Risen
Lord and the coming of the Holy Spirit. In doing these things
we find our true and certain hope.

In Christ,

Fr. Bob Franco
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Ss. Cosmas and Damian Prayer Group is still meeting every
Sunday from 7:00  to 7:45 p.m. for praise and worship with
Denny Carleton leading, on the Ss. Cosmas and Damian
Facebook Page.  The first week of every month Fr Stalla
gives a teaching, with Denny sharing on other weeks.
Afterwards at around 745, there is private session of prayer
time and intercession on Go To Meeting.  If you would like to
be part of our mailing list or have the link to the Go To Meeting,
contact us at dennycarleton@sbcglobal.net.
    Also the praise and worship sessions are archived on Ss.
Cosmas and Damian Facebook Page.
    Also on Denny’s website http://www.dennycarleton.com,
check out the Catholic section and also a new feature
charismatic classroom with teachings, sharings, and
prophecy.

Join Peter’s Shadow Healing Prayer Ministry on Zoom.us
on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.  To enter the meeting use
ID: 848 4900 3670 and Password:  behealed.  Peter’s Shadow
will also host an Unbound seminar in mid-June at Immaculate
Heart of Mary Parish in Cuyahoga Falls.  Event details will
follow as soon as possible.  Check our website:
www.PetersShadow.org

Catholic Renewal Ministries invites you be a part of the
Faithful Discipleship Series that will be hosted by Fr. Bob
Franco using the Zoom online meeting platform.  We will
meet twice a month (the 2nd and 4th Wednesday) from
7:00 pm to 8:15 pm, and our next module will begin on
March 10th.  The goal of the series is to deepen our walk
with Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit.  For the four
meetings in March and April, our study and discussion will be
on the module Interior Freedom: The Liberty of God’s
Children.
    You will need a computer with video and audio capabilities.
If you are interested in being part of The Faithful Discipleship
Series, to sign-up, visit the CRM website: www.crmweb.org.
Fr. Bob will send you login instructions and the link to each
session a day or so before the scheduled Wednesday
meetings.
    Each session will begin with a time of praise and worship,
followed by a teaching on the topic of the evening.  Since
Zoom allows “breakout rooms” within a larger meeting, we
will then break into small groups for a time of discussion.  At
the end of the evening, everyone will come back together for
any announcements and closing prayer.

The Holy Spirit Prayer Center invites you to participate in a
New Life in the Spirit Series with praise and worship music.
The 45 minute sessions will be presented by Zoom on:
    Sunday,  April  11th,  18th,  25th  at  7 p,m,
    Sunday,  May 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd at 7 p.m.
They will be presented from a “Sacramental” point of view,
with the goal being a renewal of our Baptismal vows, in a release
of what the Holy Spirit has given each of us in the Sacraments
of Initiation. The worship leader will be Denise Calabrese, a
Master Catechist for the Catholic Diocese of Cleveland.  Tickets
are $20.00, the fee is for a donation to the poor. To sign up,
please email: dcalabrese@holyspiritprayercenter.org.
    March 31, 2021 is the registration deadline.

Catholic Renewal Ministries Events

For information on traveling Masses and other
events, please refer to the CRM website
(crmweb.org).  All Masses and events are
subject to change due to the coronavirus
policies of the State of Ohio and the Diocese of
Cleveland.  We will try our best to keep the CRM
website updated.  If you are unsure that a Mass
or event will take place, please call the
appropriate contact number.  Thank you!

The Our Lady of Angels Prayer Group continues to praise
and worship Our Lord on our regular Tuesday evenings!  Now
we use ZOOM to meet.  We pray the rosary and then use the
remainder of our time to praise, (along with music), move in
the gifts of the Spirit, and pray intercessory petitions.  If anyone
would like to join our ZOOM group – Tuesday evenings at
7:30pm - please contact Don Lawrence at 740-424-4707, for
the information needed. Praise and thanks be to God!

The Holy Spirt Prayer Group of St. Mary Parish in Hudson
is a Charismatic Holy Spirt led prayer groups that meets on
the first and third Saturdays of the month year around.  It
meets from 10am to 11:30 am.
    The door will be opened at 9:45 for fellowship.  The main
focus of the meeting is to praise and worship our living God.
We ask the Holy Spirit to minister to us and take us to the
heart of the Father.  We not only offer praise and worship but
also have a period of silent moments to seek and hear God’s
words and his messages to us.  We share words of God,
share stories and pray for intercessory prayers for hurting
and suffering brothers and sisters.
    The Holy Spirit group sponsors a yearly Life in the Spirit
Seminar and a monthly healing prayer service.
  For further information please contact us at
HealingPrayers@stmaryhudson.cc
To attend the Zoom meeting:
Meeting ID 871 9120 1760
Pass code 462 172
    The Holy Spirit prayer group offers a Healing Prayer
Service through Zoom on the first Sunday of each month
from 2:30-4:00 pm.  We encourage you to join us to encounter
our living God, his love and his healing power for you.
    Join by entering the following meeting invitation for Zoom
App/client Sr HTTPS/Zoom.US.
Meeting ID 871 9120 1760
Pass code 462 172
   Remember to enable your video and auto.  The host will
admit you into the main room. You will have an opportunity to
go into a private break room with members of our prayer
group who will pray with you and for you.  For more information
please email HealingPrayers@stmaryhudson.cc

St. Hilary’s (Fairlawn) Prayer Group is still meeting every
Tuesday from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. only virtually via Zoom.  We’ll
be meeting this way until we get the “green light” from our
pastor, Fr. Steve Brunovsky.  If you wish to be put on the
prayer group’s e-mail list and be sent the weekly link to attend
with us online, just email Rosanne Rohana
rosanner@gmail.com.
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God will pour his love into our hearts to
give us peace, comfort, and joy. We also
need to take heart in the words of St. Peter:
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has
given us a new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, and into an inheritance that
is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading”
(1 Pt 1:3-4).
Be encouraged! Hope is our inheritance,
God in his infinite mercy has, through the
waters of Baptism, made us his children.
Jesus has conquered death. Because of
his victory, our hope cannot die. If we cling
to Christ, we will rise with Christ – no
matter how much we are asked to endure.

Now more than ever we need to be ready
to share with any who needs to hear why
we have hope. It comes from the Holy
Spirit. In Baptism, the Spirit made us
children of God. On Easter, the Spirit raised
Christ from the dead. Today, a new
Pentecost is coming. He has tilled the soil
of our souls. Let’s get ready for new growth
in the Spirit.
John Beaulieu is the Director of
Evangelization and Engagement at
Franciscan University. He is a member of
the NSC.

Heavenly Father,
You are God. You love us. You gave Your Son for us.

You have the hairs of our heads numbered.
Hear us during this COVID worldwide pandemic.

Heal the sick.
Protect nurses, doctors, caregivers and all who
provide supportive services in the medical field.

Guide policy makers and leaders.
Enlighten researchers.

Provide for the unemployed,
underemployed and the needy.

Encourage the homebound.
Comfort the grieving.

Receive the deceased into Your glory.
Strengthen us all to do Your will

and trust You always.
We pray through Jesus Christ, our Healer, Hope,

Peace and Mercy.  Amen.
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