
As the Catholic Charismatic Renewal recalls its journey 
of fifty years, Jubilee Celebrations are going on 
literally all over the world! It seems that every National 
and Diocesan leadership team, as well as each prayer 
group is finding some way to celebrate this milestone 
event. Rightly so! 

Yet a Jubilee is more than commemorating an 
anniversary (although it includes that.) The Bible gives 
us some valuable insights into what it means to 
celebrate a Jubilee! 

In its most basic sense, a Jubilee is a celebration which 
began with the blowing of a ram’s horn to gather the 
people for the celebration. The name for a ram was 
Yubel, which leads to yubelation...which eventually 
became Jubilation and then Jubilee. So a key element 
of Yubel was gathering people together to celebrate 
what the Lord has done.  

Using that as a definition, God’s people had several 
occasions to Jubilate. One example was when the 
People of Israel crossed through the Red Sea to 
freedom. Their enemies were destroyed in the sea. 
Once the Israelites reached the other shore, Moses’ 
sister, Miriam, grabbed a tambourine and began to 
get the women to dance and sing. The whole camp 
joined in the celebration! 

Yet Jubilee was more than a party. It was a recognition 
of the greatness and the mercy of God. Israel did not 
celebrate the crossing of the Red Sea as some kind of 
stroke of good luck, but rather as the intentional 
action of a merciful God! Although there was a 
celebration among the people, it was God-centered, 
not just another party. The same is true when the 
people who had been in exile returned to Jerusalem 

to live again in the holy city.  As Ezra the priest-scribe is 
reading the Law of the Lord (Nehemiah 8) the people 
are overwhelmed at their own brokenness and at the 
same time the generous goodness of God. The leaders 
of the people call for a great feast as a way to 
recognize and celebrate all that the Lord has done. 

These two accounts already lay out for us three 
essential elements necessary for the Renewal. The 
Renewal needs to be a people of joy, of remembrance 
and of gratitude. 

JOY: St Paul admonishes us to “rejoice in the Lord 
always!” (Phil 4:4). 

Nehemiah reminds us that “the joy of the Lord is your 
strength.” There must have been some joy in that 
Upper Room on Pentecost, because the more cynical 
in the group of bystanders thought they were drunk! 

Joy was one of the benchmarks of the early Renewal. 
We were so filled with joy that some people thought 
we were crazy, some thought we were drunk or on 
drugs. But it was precisely this boundless joy and 
enthusiasm which became such a sign of God’s 
presence in our midst. It was a magnet that drew so 
many people into this experience. In the past fifty 
years, the Renewal has become more organized, more 
mature, more reflective...but we don’t seem as joyful as 
we once were. We have in some ways “lost the love we 
had at first” (Rev 2:4). 

REMEMBRANCE: A Jubilee calls us to never forget 
where we have come from. We are asked to remember 
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Dear Readers of the Flame,

I have witnessed another phenomenon that is very 
hopeful. The first Life in the Spirit Seminar I attended 
was on the weekend of April 4-6, 1975 at the St. 
Joseph Christian Life Center. It was a life changing 
event for me. I encountered the Lord Jesus and his life 
giving Spirit that made my soul cry out “It is true! It is 
real! What we proclaim in faith is really real!”

The final talk of the weekend was on growing in the 
Lord. It was given by Bob Edwards, a Catholic layman 
and director of the Life Center at that time. It was not a 
typical “this is how you grow in the Lord” talk. Bob 
described a disciple of Jesus in simple but memorable 
words. One word Bob used in describing a follower of 
Jesus was lover. A disciple must passionately, ardently 
love the Lord.

This characteristic came to mind at the beginning of 
Lent this year. February 14 is perennially Valentine’s 
Day. This year it was also Ash Wednesday. My initial 
reflection saw the contrasts. Valentine’s Day usually 
includes chocolate and/or a nice meal. Ash 
Wednesday is a day of fast and abstinence. 
Valentine’s Day highlights the romantic side of human 
love. In Ash Wednesday’s first reading the prophet 
Joel exhorts “the bridegroom [to] quit his room, and 
the bride her chamber.” (Joel 2:16b)

However, on further reflection the words of the prophet 
Hosea came to mind:
I will allure her; I will lead her into the desert and 
speak to her heart…
I will espouse you to me forever: I will espouse you in 
right and in justice, in love and in mercy;
I will espouse you in fidelity and you shall know the 
Lord. (Hosea 3:16, 21-22)

Lent is a time of intimacy with the Lord. We are to bare 
our heart to Christ. In this way we are disposed to the 
transformative love of His heart.

Bob Edwards also said that a follower of Jesus 
needed to be a fool. It so happens that this year 
Easter Sunday is April 1, also known as April Fools’ 
Day! In some ways, Jesus was the ultimate fool. He 
recklessly gave us life, ministering in the power of the 
Holy Spirit, performing signs and wonders, speaking 
the truth in love and kindling the ire of the religious 
leaders.

We know the rest of the story. Conspiring with the civil 
authorities and cooperating with Satan’s desire, Jesus 
was made to look the part of a fool. Condemned to 
death, Jesus was crucified, died and was buried.

However, we know that that was not the end of the story. 
In truth, it was the beginning. Jesus rose from the 
dead!!! And now-who is the fool? I think we all agree: 
Jesus got the last laugh! Those who reject the Lord and 
His promises are the ultimate fools.

However, we need to follow in the footsteps of the 
Master. As disciples of Jesus, living the Spirit, exercising 
the gifts of the Spirit, speaking the truth in love: we too 
will look foolish to the world. We need to remember: “No 
slave is greater than his master.” (John 16:20b) In our 
faithfulness to the Lord, the world may deem us fools. In 
the light of Jesus Christ raised from the dead, this is 
more than OK.

This saying is trustworthy: If we die with the Lord, we 
shall also live with him. If we persevere we shall also 
reign with him.  (II Timothy 2:11-12a)

When the world calls us foolish because of our faith, we 
know that we are imitating Jesus. We are promised that 
we will reign with the Lord. We will share with Jesus 
Christ the last laugh.

As we journey through this season of Lent to the joy of 
Eastertide, let us invest ourselves in the Lord. By 
attentive prayer, selfless sacrifice and cheerful 
almsgiving let us become the Lord’s faith-filled lover. 
And if the world calls us foolish for doing that, let this be 
our glory. The one who laughs last, laughs best.

In Christ,

Fr. Bob Franco





First Fridays at Francis is a young adult ministry that meets 
every first Friday of the month, from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m., at St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Gates Mills.  Be part 
of an AMAZING evening of praise, worship and adoration 
of our Lord present in the Eucharist.  A social will follow.  
The church is located at 6850 Mayfield Rd., Gates Mills 
44040.  

Families in Christ Jesus welcomes Paco Gavrilides, 
Thursday, March 8th, at 8:00 p.m. at Ss. Robert and William 
Church, 367 E. 260th St., Euclid 44132.  Paco will speak on 
Healing: A Touch of God’s Love and Mercy.  Francisco 
(Paco) Gavrilides is currently serving as a Homiletics 
Instructor at Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit. He 
has been active in the apostolic and evangelistic ministry 
for many years.  As a convert to the Catholic Church since 
1968, Paco has dedicated his life to serving Christ. For 
more information about this evening, please contact 
Marlyn and Arch Tunnell at 440-442-7538. 

All are welcome to attend an evening of praise and 
worship with Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction at St. 
Thomas More Church.  Come, bring a friend, on the fourth 
Friday of each month, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  The church is 
located at 4170 North Amber Dr., Brooklyn 44144. Nellie 
Cruz Krawczynski is the music leader for the evening. 

Father Richard McAlear will be the celebrant at a Healing 
Mass on Thursday, March 15th, at the historic Church of 
Saint Patrick, 130 Avondale Ave., Toledo, OH 43604.   The 
evening will start a 6:30 p.m.  Since 1976, Fr. McAlear’s 
Ministry has been offering hope, healing, love and peace 
to tens of thousands of people all around the world.  For 
more information, please contact Nancy Rank at 
419-340-1992. 

GOD’S MAGNIFICENT LOVE IS FOR YOU - Come with an 
open heart and an expectant faith to encounter God’s 
Healing Love. On February 26th, 27th, & 28th,  join Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Church, Wadsworth, OH 44281-2113, for 
their Lenten mission with Fr. Greg Bramlage of 
Missionaries of the New Evangelization. You are invited to 
experience a deeper understanding of God's magnificent 
love, healing, forgiveness, and His desire to heal us in 
every way. Mission starts at 7:00 p.m. with Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament each night and is suitable for teens 
through adult.  For information call 330-336-3049. 
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 The Encounter School of Healing: Jesus promised, “These 
signs will accompany those who believe…They will lay 
hands on the sick and they will recover.” Mark 16:17 Jesus 
has called us to do what He did, and that includes healing 
the sick. The Encounter School of Healing is a one-day 
conference to teach, impart and activate Catholics to be 
more effective ministers of Jesus’ healing in the world. 
Jesus wants to use you as an instrument of His Divine 
Healing. Are you going to give Him the chance? Mark your 
calendar for April 7th and register online now at 
www.encounterministries.us . “The Encounter School of 
Healing,” will take place at St. Francis de Sales, 4019 
Manchester Rd., Akron OH 44319. A Healing Service will 
be open to the public Saturday evening at 7:00 p.m. 

Sing and Praise God With Joy! Catholic Renewal 
Ministries’ Traveling Charismatic Mass for April will be 
held at Sacred Heart Parish Oberlin, on Friday, April 20th.  
Praise and worship will begin at 7:00 p.m., Mass will start at 
7:30 p.m.  The church is located at 410 W. Lorain St. in 
Oberlin 4074.  Fr. Bob Franco will be the celebrant. 
Healing prayer teams will be available after Mass for 
individual prayer. Please plan on attending the social after 
Mass for refreshments and fellowship.  For more 
information, please contact Fr. Bob Franco at 
440-327-2201or CRM at 440-944-9445. 

All are invited to attend Catholic Renewal Ministries’ 
36th Annual Conference to be held on July 20th and 
21st, 2018 at Magnificat High School in Rocky River.  This 
year’s theme is “Receive and Rejoice in the Holy Spirit”.  
The conference opens on Friday at 7:00 p.m.  Guest 
speakers will be Lloyd and Nancy Greenhaw, Dave Van 
Vickle, Bishop Nelson Perez, Fr. Bob Franco, Fr. Jacob 
Bearer, and Nick Alcantar.  Contact Shirley or Tom Fumich 
at 440-610-6604 for registration information or visit 
www.crmweb.org.  Advance registration postmarked by 
July12th is $30, and at the door $35.  Come experience 
the healing power and gifts of the Holy Spirit! 

A Conference Registration Brochure will be included in 
the May/June 2018 Issue of The Flame. 

Renewal  Min i s t r i e s  Even t s  

http://www.encounterministries.us
http://www.encounterministries.us


Sacred Heart Parish  

410 West Lorain Street, Oberlin, Oh 44074  

Praise & Worship 7:00 p.m.   

 Liturgy 7:30 p.m. 

Fr. Bob Franco Celebrant 

Healing Prayer & Social After Mass

      Traveling Charismatic Mass Friday, April  20, 2018 

For Information Call Fr. Bob Franco at 440-327-2201 or  CRM at 440-944-9445

“Let Us Begin.” “Remember not the events of the past… See, I am doing something new!” – Isaiah 43:19

Join the Journey to Franciscan University of Steubenville  for the 2018 Power and Purpose Conference - BY BUS!! 

We are looking for you, your prayer group,  friends & family,  to get on board and make it happen.  

Questions? Information?  Call LeeAnne Lambert at 330-802-1349; Email lambert24@hotmail.com; Facebook Link:  

http://www.cvent.com/d/ytq9z4?ct=6d89501f-f67b-49e8-941e-bbf9137ab004

 Say “YES” to “Something New.” Northeast Ohio,  join the journey to FUS by BUS,  June 8-10th  Power and Purpose Conference  Road Trip

mailto:lambert24@hotmail.com
mailto:lambert24@hotmail.com


Healing 
A Touch of God’s Love & Mercy 

Families in Christ Jesus Community Evening  
at Ss. Robert & William Catholic Church, Euclid, Oh 

                                                                                                           
Guest Speaker  

Paco Gavrilides  

An evening of Proclamation of the Holy Spirit healing in the mighty Name of Jesus, 

and an opportunity to receive prayer for healing and renewal in Christ. 
For Information call Marlyn and Arch Tunnell at 440-442-7538. 

Thursday March 8, 2018 at 8:00 p.m.



Continued from Page 1 
and acknowledge our own mistakes and failures. Yet that 
can only be done fruitfully against the backdrop of the 
patient faithfulness of God’s intervention in our lives. The 
fact that we are still here after fifty years is more of a 
testimony to God’s faithfulness than to ours. We must be 
careful that we do not credit the success of the Renewal to 
our own efforts, but rather to the work of God. Our Jubilee 
must not be reduced to a list of our accomplishments, but 
must remain an acknowledgement of God, and all that he 
has done for us. “Let Israel now say ‘Had not the Lord been 
with us...’” (Ps 124). 

GRATITUDE: If we truly keep our focus on the Lord, then we 
must live lives of gratitude. Our gratitude is an 
acknowledgement of all of the mercy, kindness, and love 
God has showered upon us. In the scriptures, that gratitude 
was more than a sentiment. 

In the account of Jubilation in Nehemiah, the leaders told 
the people not only to be joyful and celebrate, but to share 
their food and goods with those who had nothing with 
which to celebrate. 

It makes sense; if God is kind to us, how can we withhold 
kindness from another person? It is precisely because God 
is good to us that we want to be good to others. In a sense, 
every kind deed we do towards another person is a way to 
acknowledge and honor God, who first showed kindness to 
us. 

There was the Jubilee year that was more formalized in the 
scripture and the one we model our Jubilee year after. In 
the book of Leviticus, Chapter 25, the Lord instructs Israel to 
set aside an entire year for celebration, remembrance and 
gratitude. It was the formal year of jubilee. In this year, 
“Special unto the Lord,” the people were to refrain from 
working the fields, letting the land rest for an entire year. 
The Lord promised that he would give them enough crops 
the year before and the year after so that the people could 
rest in that year and still have enough food. 

Resting is really an act of faith. It says that God is in charge. 
He will take care of things. He will take care of me. To be 
sure, this does not mean that I never work! But there is a 
grace in surrendering all things to the Lord and resting in 
his care. In our own times, Sundays, which used to be a day 
of rest is just as crazy as the other six! Why? People say they 
just have too much to do, and if they slow down on Sunday 
they will not be ready for the upcoming week. Something is 
wrong here. I think we are all trying too hard to make things 
happen. We have things we want to see accomplished and 
we just keep pushing until we succeed. This has even 

trickled into the Renewal. What has happened to trusting 
God? Maybe we don’t have to get everything done. It is so 
sweet when we can trust in the Lord and relax, placing all 
things into his hands. 

Another aspect of the formal Jubilee was that God called 
his people to forgive debts, set slaves free, and return all 
land to its original, ancestral owners. I can’t speak to all of 
that as it applies to the Renewal but “forgiving a debt” sure 
rings true. 

As I travel around the world, I hear stories of prayer 
groups, or various leaders literally feuding for decades! 
Somebody said or did something back in the early 80’s 
and the rift is still there. So much good has been lost 
because we fight among ourselves. A Jubilee year is a time 
to forgive. It’s time to let things go, to work things out. It’s 
time to move on. 

In one way, a jubilee was the end of a period of fifty years. 
In another way, it was the beginning of the next fifty. A 
Jubilee is a kind of a crossroad, a place where the past and 
future meet. The best way to prepare for the next fifty years 
is to find the best of the last fifty and apply them to today. 

■  The Catholic Charismatic Renewal needs to rediscover 
and recover its deep, abounding joy. 
■  It needs to remember and acknowledge its own 
weakness and failings, but always against the backdrop of 
God’s faithfulness and loving care. 
■  In a spirit of gratitude, the Renewal can never grow 
weary of giving thanks to God, but also show kindness to 
others. 
■  The Catholic Charismatic Renewal needs to regain the 
ability to trust in God, working when the Lord says “work” 
and resting when the Lord says “rest.” 

Forgiving debt will go a long way to bringing a new 
energy into this extraordinary current of grace. We have 
too much more important work to do than to be bogged 
down in pettiness! I cannot see what lies ahead over the 
next fifty years, but I can see the hand of the One who 
guides us and protects us. We don’t have to get there 
ourselves. The Lord is going there. He marches before us 
taking us on the next leg of the journey. Our place is to 
stay close to God. He’s taken good care of us for the last 
fifty years....He’ll do the same for the next. ◆ 
                                                                                                   
Jim Murphy is President of ICCRS. He does mission work 
for Mexico under Renewal Ministries as a country 
coordinator and is a speaker as President of Vera Cruz 
Communications. 
Printed with permission from the Fall 2017 Issue of  
PENTECOST Today Volume 42 Number 4.
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