
Several  well-publicized  events  have  alerted  the 
Christian  world  to  new initiatives  of  Pope  Francis 
toward  Pentecostal  and  Evangelical  Christians:  his 
message  to  the  Kenneth  Copeland  conference  in 
January  2014,  his  meeting  with  several  leaders  in 
Rome in June 2014, and the first-ever visit of a Pope 
to  a  Pentecostal  Church  in  July  2014.  These 
initiatives form the background to the messages of 
Pope Francis to the charismatic renewal:

1. to a big gathering at the Stadio Olimpico in 
Rome on June 1, 2014;

2. to the leadership of the Catholic Fraternity of 
Charismatic Covenant Communities and Fellowships 
on October 31, 2014;

3. to  the  Rinnovamento  nello  Spirito  Santo 
gathering on July 3, 2015.

In  his  messages  the  Holy  Father  has  made  some 
points that go beyond the encouraging affirmations of 
previous popes:

1. share  baptism  in  the  Holy  Spirit  with  the 
whole Church;

2. the Renewal is not another church movement 
but a sovereign grace of the Holy Spirit without any 
human founder;

3. the Renewal is inherently ecumenical:  “You, 
Charismatics, have a special grace to pray and work 
for Christian unity, because the current of grace goes 
through all the Christian Churches” (July 2015).

In all these talks Pope Francis described his approach 
as “spiritual ecumenism.”

The phrase “spiritual ecumenism” was first used by a 
French  Catholic  pioneer  in  the  work  for  Christian 
unity,  l’Abbé  Paul  Couturier  from  Lyon  (1881  – 
1953). Couturier’s teaching on deeper conversion to 
Christ  as  the  spiritual  foundation  for  all  work  for 
unity was endorsed by the Second Vatican Council 
and  expressed  particularly  in  the  Decree  on 
Ecumenism  (6  –  8):  “This  change  of  heart  and 
holiness of life, along with public and private prayer 
for the unity of Christians, should be regarded as the 
soul of the whole ecumenical movement, and merits 
the  name,  ‘spiritual  ecumenism’”  (8).  Thirty  years 
later in 1995, St. John Paul II re-emphasized spiritual 
ecumenism in his encyclical Ut Unum Sint (21). He 
insisted,  “In  the  teaching  of  the  Second  Vatican 
Council there is a clear connection between renewal, 
conversion  and  reform”  (Ut  Unum  Sint,  16). 
Conversion  being  at  the  heart  of  renewal  is 
fundamental  in  spiritual  ecumenism.  For  the  Abbé 
Couturier  and  for  St  John  Paul  II,  spiritual 
ecumenism was not a sub-section of ecumenism, but 
the spirit in which all ecumenical activities should be 
conducted.

In  the  ecumenical  ministry  of  Pope  Francis,  it  is 
important to note what is new in his commendation 
of  spiritual  ecumenism.  The  new  elements  do  not 
change the nature of spiritual ecumenism, but take it 
deeper. At the heart of what is new with Francis is the 
conviction that the Renewal with baptism in the Holy 
Spirit is for the whole Church. So I suggest that in 
seeing the Renewal as inherently ecumenical, Francis 
is  seeing  baptism in  the  Spirit  as  an  element  in  a 
deepened spiritual ecumenism. What does this mean 
in practice? We see this from the Holy Father’s own
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Dear Readers of the Flame,

The older gentleman had some questions about the Holy 
Spirit. He said, “I understand God-I believe in Him. And 
I sort of get Jesus-He’s God’s Son. However, this Holy 
Spirit thing-I just don’t get that.” So I thought to myself, 
“Where do I begin?”

I  learned about  the  Holy  Trinity  since  childhood.  The 
Holy Spirit fit into the scheme of things quite well. And 
since baptism in the Spirit, I see ever more clearly the 
reality of the Holy Spirit. But how do I explain the Holy 
Spirit to an inquirer?

When speaking of the Holy Spirit, the Scriptures use 
images  that  communicate  life  and  power.  John  the 
Baptist  said,  “I  have baptized you with water;  he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” (Mark 1:8) When John 
contrasts  “water”  and  the  “Holy  Spirit”,  he  is  really 
describing the Spirit as one who cleanses and gives life 
in  an  infinitely  greater  way  than  water.  By  using  the 
word  “baptize”  he  tells  us  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  to 
saturate people with the presence of God. Jesus also used 
words that speak of the Spirit in “liquid” terms when he 
describes  the  Spirit  as  “rivers  of  living  water”.  (John 
7:38-39) The Holy Spirit gives us life.

St. Irenaeus, who was martyred around the year 180 AD, 
described the work of the Holy Spirit as water to flour. 
Without the water, the flour could never become dough. 
With water, flour becomes dough, a united substance 
that can feed others. The Holy Spirit unites as well as 
gives life.

Jesus spoke of the Holy Spirit as power. Like electricity 
to a light bulb, the Holy Spirit brought light to the 
apostles. Without the Holy Spirit the apostles were still 
asking the wrong questions, even after the resurrection. 
“Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom 
to Israel?” (Acts 1:5) Jesus patiently told them not to be 
concerned about those things. They needed to be ready to 
receive the power of the Holy Spirit. And when they did 
receive the Holy Spirit, they had no questions. The lights 
went on. . The apostles proclaimed Jesus, the one who 
was crucified and raised, as Lord. The Church was born.

Like fuel  to  a  car,  the Holy Spirit  propelled the early 
Church  throughout  the  known  world.  We  are  more 
familiar  with  gospel  spreading   west  from  the   Holy 
Land  throughout  the  Roman  Empire.  However,  the 
recent wars in  Syria  and Iraq   have  brought  to  light 

that  the gospel  also spread from the Holy Land in an 
easterly direction as well.  These churches,  such as the 
Church in Damascus, where St. Paul was converted, date 
back  to  the  first  century.  Again,  the  Holy  Spirit 
empowered the Church to go out with the gospel to all 
peoples.

In light of what I just wrote, perhaps the best way to see 
the  reality  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  to  think  about  what 
Christianity  would  be  like  without  the  Holy  Spirit. 
People would not experience the power of the Spirit to 
cleanse and give new life. They would be spiritually in 
the dark,  dull  to  the things of  God.  We would not  be 
united by love and truth. There would be no impetus to 
spread the gospel. As the Bishops of the Eastern Church 
reminded Fathers  of  the  Second Vatican Council,  “No 
Spirit, no Church!” The Holy Spirit makes all we believe 
in alive.

As we approach the heart of Lent and the coming Easter 
season, let us remember: the purpose of the death and 
resurrection of Jesus was to regenerate humanity. Jesus 
came to give us a new birth by the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit is the gift of the Father given to the Son who pours 
this  gift  upon  the  Church.  The  risen  humanity  of  the 
Lord Jesus Christ is the means by which the Holy Spirit 
comes to us. At great cost and with utmost love Jesus 
went to hell and back so as to bring us a new life in the 
Holy Spirit!

As children of the Father, let us pray to grow in gratitude 
for  the  Father’s  immeasurable  mercy  toward  us.  And 
empowered by the Holy Spirit give clear witness in deed 
and word to the great mercy of God!

Come Holy Spirit!!!

Sincerely in Christ,

Fr. Bob Franco                                                                





Catholic Renewal Ministries’ Traveling Charismatic Mass 
for April will be held at St. Helen Parish, 12060 Kinsman 
Rd., Newbury 44065, on Friday, April 15th.    Praise and 
Worship will begin at 7:00 p.m. and the liturgy will start at 
7:30 p.m.   Fr. Bob Franco will be the celebrant.   Prayer 
teams will be available after Mass for individual prayer. 
Additionally there will be a time for coffee and fellowship. 
For information contact Fr. Franco at 440-327-2201 or 
CRM at 440-944-9445. Extend a joyful invitation!  

Are you looking for peace and purpose? Try “A NEW WAY 
OF LIVING.” This one-and-a-half-day, life-changing 
program, will be held  Friday, March 5th, from 7 p.m. to 
10 p.m. and Saturday, March 6th, from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. at St. Clare Church, Sr. Lucy Center, 5659 Mayfield 
Rd., Lyndhurst, Ohio 44124. Registration is open to men 
and women over 18 . Breakfast & lunch are included. A 
free will offering will be taken. For questions, or to 
register by phone contact Arch Tunnell at 440- 442-7538, 
Jerry Celand at 330-284- 7918 or Ross Federico at 
440-646- 2556. 

Mary, Queen of Heaven and Earth  Chapter of Magnificat, 
a women’s ministry modeled after the Visitation, invites 
you to a Breakfast, Saturday, April 23rd at St. Paul Catholic 
Church, 241 South Main St., North Canton, OH.  Join us in 
a special time of fellowship and sharing.  Mother 
Margaret Mary of the Religious Community, Children of 
Mary, will be the guest speaker. Make $18 checks 
payable to “Magnificat of Stark County” and send to 
Shirley DeOrio, 409 7th St. NW, North Canton, OH 44720. 
NO reservations will be accepted after April 16th. Doors 
open at 8:30 a.m. with Breakfast at 9:00 a.m. Optional 
Mass at 8:00 a.m. at St. Paul Church.  Call Shirley DeOrio 
at 330-305-1146. 
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Catholic Renewal Ministries is hosting a mini-
conference with John Kazanjian on Saturday, March 
19th.  The theme of the sessions will be Unbound:  
Live Free.  John works with Renewal Ministries in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, and he serves as their Mission 
Country Coordinator for Turkey.  The Unbound 
program is a well respected healing model that has 
proven results.  It is based on the Five Keys of 
Repentance and Faith, Forgiveness, Renunciation, 
Authority, and the Father’s Blessings. 
The mini-conference will be held in Founders Hall at 
the Center for Pastoral Leadership, 28700 Euclid Ave., 
Wickliffe, OH 44092, and will start at 8:30 a.m. and 
conclude at 9:30 p.m.  As you enter the CPL, turn left 
and come around the buildings to the large parking 
lot.  There will be signs directing you to Founders Hall.  
During the day, there will also be times of praise and 
worship and prayer ministry. 
There is a $20 registration fee for the mini-conference. 
The continental breakfast and lunch are included. 
Dinner will be on your own and information about 
local restaurants will be given.  Please make your 
check out to CRM and mail to Marge Zampino, 2747 
Vincent Drive, Seven Hills, OH 44131.  March 12th is 
the deadline for registering for the mini-conference, 
so please send in your registration as soon as  
possible.  For information, Marge can be reached at 
216-990-0919, or call CRM at 440-944-9445 
                                                                                                     
Come join us for Catholic Renewal Ministries Annual 
Pentecost Mass. Celebrate The Heavenly Gift of God 
Most High, on Pentecost Sunday May 15, 2016!! Time 
a n d l o c a t i o n t o b e a n n o u n c e d .                                                
“O Holy Spirit, descend plentifully into my heart. 
Enlighten the dark corners of this neglected dwelling 
and scatter there Thy cheerful beams.”— St. Augustine 

Mark your calendar for the 2016 Catholic Renewal 
Ministries “Proclaim God’s Mercy” Conference. 
Speakers include Jim Murphy, Paco Gavrilides, Nellie 
Krawczynsky and more! Please check our website for 
updates on the conference and news of other events 
at: www.crmweb.org .

Renewal  Ministries Events

http://www.crmweb.org
http://www.crmweb.org


Praise & Worship 7:00 p.m.  
Liturgy  7:30 p.m.  

Fr. Bob Franco Celebrant 

St. Helen Parish   
12060 Kinsman Rd.  

Newbury, Ohio 44065

Healing Prayer & Fellowship After Mass 
For More Information Call Fr. Bob Franco at 440-327-2201           

or CRM at 440-944-9445

Friday April 15th 2016 

Traveling Charismatic Mass

Families In Christ Jesus, Catholic Men’s Fellowship                            

& Men of Praise Invite You to 
“A New Way of Living” 

Friday March 5th, 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Saturday March 6th 8:30 a.m. to  5:00 p.m.                              

Saturday Continental Breakfast & Lunch Provided                    

Open to All Men and Women, 18 Years Old & Over                            

St. Clare Church, Sr. Lucy Center                                                                                

5659 Mayfield Road, Lyndhurst, Ohio 44124                                                                 
Mail Registration to: Ross Federico                                

480 Miner Road, Highland Hts., Ohio 44143               

Information & Phone Registration:                                      

Arch Tunnell at 440- 442-7538                                          
Jerry Celand at 330-284- 7918                                      

Name                             Please Print

Address

Phone Email

A    N e w      W a y   o  f    L i v i n g



 
    “O Holy Spirit, descend plentifully into my heart. Enlighten the dark corners of this      
 neglected dwelling and scatter there Thy cheerful beams.”    — St. Augustine

Links for just a few Novenas to the Holy Spirit:                                               
   
http://spiritans.org/prayer/     
                                                                                                                                                     
http://www.presentationministries.com/publications/PentNovena.asp 

http://www.nsc-chariscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/HS-Novena-SLCCRO.pdf                 

https://www.ewtn.com/devotionals/pentecost/seven.htm 

https://wwccr.org/pentecost/burning-bush-novena/

Following the Ascension of Our Lord Jesus Christ, they were obedient to this word. The disciples 
with the Blessed Mother stayed in the Upper Room, in unity and prayer for nine days, this is the 
known as the oldest novena of the Church, the Novena to the Holy Spirit.                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                   
During the Lenten or Easter Season, but especially in preparation of Pentecost, please consider 
inviting Our Blessed Mother, all of Heaven and those who surround you here on Earth to join 
with you in prayer, one of the many beautiful Novenas to the Holy Spirit.

 
Catholic Renewal Ministries

 

Pentecost Mass    
May 15th 2016                           

Location and Time To Be Announced 

“And he said to them, “Thus it is written that the Messiah would suffer 
and rise from the dead on the third day and that repentance, for the 
forgiveness of sins, would be preached in his name to all the nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.  And 
[behold] I am sending the promise of my Father upon you; but stay in 
the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” Lk 24:46-49 

During the Lenten or Easter Season, but especially in preparation for Pentecost, please consider 
inviting Our Blessed Mother, all of Heaven and those who surround you here on Earth, to join 
with you in praying one of the many beautiful Novenas to the Holy Spirit. 



Continued FromPage 1                                                    
example with other Christians.   He  looks  first at  their 
hearts: do they have a living relationship  with  the Lord 
Jesus? Are they open to the creativity and surprises of the 
Holy Spirit? When he  discerns  the   answer   is   “Yes,” 
Francis knows he can share and pray freely with them in 
openness to the Spirit.

This makes ecumenism something for all Christians. Each 
Christian can be a worker for unity, because baptism in the 
Holy Spirit is for all Christians.

St.  John  Paul  II  had  taught  in  Ut  Unum  Sint  that 
ecumenical dialogue is not just “an exchange of ideas, but 
an exchange of gifts” (28). Pope Francis has added the role 
of the Holy Spirit. “If we really believe in the abundantly 
free  working of  the  Holy  Spirit,  we can learn  so  much 
from one another! It is not just about being better informed 
about others, but rather about reaping what the Spirit has 
sown  in  them,  which  is  also  meant  to  be  a  gift  for 
us” (Evangelii Gaudium, 246). The gifts we as Church are 
to receive from other Christians are what the Holy Spirit 
has sown in them. Here is a new ecumenical criterion in 
meeting other Christians: the first question is “What is the 
work of the Holy Spirit among them?” The first question is 
no longer about their problematic teaching. This is in fact a 
development of the teaching on the hierarchy of truths in 
the Decree on Ecumenism.

Pope  Francis  often  speaks  about  the  Holy  Spirit.  He 
emphasizes the creativity and newness of the Holy Spirit: 
that  the  Holy Spirit  is  the  source  of  immense diversity, 
how important it is to be attentive and open to the Holy 
Spirit,  and  that  the  Holy  Spirit  then  reconciles  this 
diversity producing a richer and deeper unity.

Francis  is  adding  spiritual  factors  to  our  models  for 
ecumenical relationships. Until now the criteria have been 
doctrinal and structural (producing a gradation down from 
the Orthodox through the Anglicans and the Lutherans to 
Evangelicals  and  Pentecostals).  Francis  adds  another 
scale: yieldedness to the Lord Jesus and openness to the 
surprises  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  On  this  scale  of  spiritual 
vitality, the Evangelicals and the Pentecostals are not near 
the bottom! This new scale does not make doctrine and 
structure unimportant;  but it  places a shared proclaimed 
living faith at the center.

This  transformation  has  major  implications  for 
ecumenism.  It  remains  true  that  the  Catholic  Church is 
nearest to the Orthodox Churches on the scale of doctrine, 
sacraments,  and  apostolic  succession.  But  the  progress 
toward unity is very slow, as the context is not oriented to 
the Holy Spirit’s creativity and surprises. With Christians 
issuing from the Protestant  revival  traditions,  there  is  a 
potential for walking together and praying together that is 
more  open  to  the  Holy  Spirit.  Big  doctrinal  and 
ecclesiocultural barriers remain, but their openness to the 
Holy  Spirit  has  the  potential  to  break  down  barriers, 
however  great,  and  to  open  up  previously  unimagined 
possibilities. 

Fr Peter Hocken is a priest from England who lived in 
the USA for 20 years. He is a scholar in the area of 
Pentecostal and charismatic studies. He is a member of 
the Doctrinal Committee of International Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal Services.                                   

                                                                        
Used with permission Pentecost Today Fall 2015 
Volume 40 Number 4.
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