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It is fitting that the first 
thing Pope Francis would 
expect from us is: 
“conversion to the love 
of Jesus, which changes 
life and makes of the 
Christian a witness of the 
love of God.” He went on 
to say: “the Church ex-
pects this witness of Chris-
tian life and the Holy Spirit 

helps us to live the coherence of the 
Gospel for our holiness.” 
 
Conversion to the love of Jesus is of-
ten misunderstood by many to mean 
“conversion to love Jesus,” which is not 
a bad thing; however it is a response, 
not the initiating action of Jesus’ love 
for us!  “This is love: not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us and sent his 
Son as an atoning sacrifice for our 
sins” (1 Jn 4:10). More than reminding 
ourselves of this great truth, it must be-
come the center of our identity. We are 
loved by God and it is the embrace of 
this love that changes us. 
  
 

 

It was an historic mo-
ment as the Holy Fa-
ther met with over 
50,000 Renewal partici-
pants from 55 countries 
in Rome’s Olympic Sta-
dium. His affirmation of 
love brought great joy 
and hope to the Re-
newal as reflected in 
these words: 
 
“You were born of the will of the 
Spirit as ‘a current of grace in the 
Church and for the Church.’ This is 
your definition: a current of grace.” 
  
“You have received the great gift of 
the diversity of charisms, diversity 
that leads to the harmony of the 
Holy Spirit, to the service of the 
Church.” 
  
“Charismatic Renewal is a great 
force at the service of the proclama-
tion of the Gospel, in the joy of the 
Holy Spirit.” 
  
 

Editor’s Note: In response to the Holy Father’s words at the Italian Renewal’s 37th National 

Convocation where he was asked to tell the Renewal what the Pope expects from us, the Edito-

rial Board of Pentecost Today decided to reflect on several points Pope Francis made over the 

next few issues. The following reflection is the first. 



 
Dear Readers of the Flame, 
 
I was 17 years old and just finishing a date with a 
young woman named Karen. As we sat in her driveway 
she asked me, “What are you thinking about?” To be 
honest, I do not know what I was thinking about. How-
ever, what came out of my mouth was, “What’s it all 
about?” It was a question that somewhat startled me. It 
also began to nag at me. What is life all about? 
 
Perhaps it was the years I had at Catholic elementary 
school or my weekly attendance at Mass (though I at-
tended weekly, my attendance might be better charac-
terized as weakly), I knew the answer to that question: 
Jesus Christ. I also knew that I was not responding to 
Christ as I should have been. Over the next couple of 
years I began to take steps toward the Lord. These re-
sponses to the movements of the Holy Spirit in me 
prompted me to surrender my life to the Lord and be 
baptized in the Holy Spirit in April of 1975. I was a 19 
year old freshman at the Ohio State University. 
 
What is it all about? The ironic thing is that many peo-
ple seem to be too busy or distracted to ask the ques-
tion! Yet, if we are going to be busy, we ought to be 
busy about the right things. Without an anchor for the 
soul (see Hebrews 6:19-20) we are subject to every 
passing fancy (see Ephesians 4:14). 
 
Alice von Hildebrand, a devout Catholic and retired pro-
fessor of philosophy at Hunter College, recently re-
flected: 

The great tragedy of today is that truth has 
been replaced by preferences, goodness by 
whim and beauty by “fun.” In my 37 years of 
teaching, the overwhelming majority of students 
I encountered were of the belief that truth, 
goodness and beauty were relative: They were 
whatever you wanted to make of them. [Modern 
thinking is that] my conception of them [truth, 
goodness and beauty] may differ from yours, 
and this was to be celebrated, not lamented… 
Today, we have largely replaced beauty with 
“fun.” What I mean by “fun” is the countless dis-
tractions that help us to forget that we are tre-
mendously bored. The noise, flash and inanity 
so common today serve to keep us oblivious to 
our own disconnect with reality. Instead of 
searching for meaning in life, we cover up our 
present lack of purpose with an abundance of 
superficial delights. 
(From the National Catholic Register article In 
Person, 12/29/14) 
 

Amazing! At the bottom of our busyness and distrac-

tions is boredom! And why are we bored? It may be 
that we are avoiding the question, “Why am I here?” 

 
The seasons of Lent and Easter direct us to Jesus 
Christ. As we witness the passion of Christ, we see 
both the beauty of God’s love and the ugliness of 
our sinfulness. As we witness the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, we get a glimpse of 
why we are here. In Christ we are not destined for 
death, but for eternal life. Questions 3-5 of the Bal-
timore Catechism put it this way: 

3. Why did God make us? 
God made us to show forth His goodness 
and to share with us His everlasting happi-
ness in heaven. 
4. What must we do to gain the happiness 
of heaven? 
To gain the happiness of heaven we must 
know, love, and serve God in this world. 
5. From whom do we learn to know, love, 
and serve God? 
We learn to know, love, and serve God from 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who teaches 
us through the Catholic Church. 
(The Baltimore Catechism, revised 1941) 

 
During these seasons of Lent and Easter, I invite 
you to lay aside your busyness and distractions 
and fix your eyes on Jesus, the author and per-
fecter of our faith. (Hebrews 12:2) By personal 
prayer, fasting and works of mercy let us discover 
ever more deeply why we are here: to know, love 
and serve God, as taught by Jesus Christ and the 
Church, and thus gain heaven. 
 
I also invite you to participate in a Life in the Spirit 
Seminar. A number of prayer groups and parishes 
will be offering LSSs during this upcoming Easter 
season. As Jesus said, “It is the Spirit who gives 
life…” (John 6:63). He will teach us ever more 
deeply the meaning of life: Jesus Christ, the way, 
the truth and the life. (John 14:6) 
 
In Christ, 
 
Fr. Bob Franco 
Bishop’s Delegate to Catholic Renewal Ministries 



 

 

 

 

Phone      Email 
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Name                                                                                                                                                                                 Please Print 

DETAILS 

St. Peter Catholic Church                                                              

35777 Center Ridge Rd.  

North Ridgeville 44039                                              

Call Fr. Bob Franco at  440-327-2201  

Mail registration to: Fr. Bob Franco                                      

35777 Center Ridge Rd.  

North Ridgeville 44039                                              

Life in the Spirit Seminars will be held on Tuesdays 

April 21st - May 19th 7:00PM –9:00PM  

Teachings, Discussions                                                               

Fellowship and Praise & Worship   

Teachings Presented DVD Series  "As By a New Pentecost”                                         

by Ralph Martin,  

Al Mansfield, Patti Mansfield,  

Dave Mangan, Peter Herbeck & Sr. Ann Shields                                                                                       

LOCATION & INFORMATION 

Phone      Email 

Address 

Name                                                                                                                                                                                 Please Print 

 

DETAILS LOCATION & INFORMATION 

Families In Christ Jesus, Catholic Men’s Fellowship  

&  Men of Praise Invite You to  

“A New Way of Living” 

Friday April 10th, 7-10PM                                                             

Saturday April 11th 8:30AM-5:00PM  

Saturday Continental Breakfast & Lunch Provided                                

Open to All Men and Women, 18 Years Old  &Over 

Borromeo Seminary, Center for Pastoral Leadership,  

Issenmann Building,  28700 Euclid Avenue, Wickliffe 44092 

Mail Registration to: Families in Christ Jesus 

1736 Edgefield Rd., Lyndhurst, OH  44124 

Information & to register by phone contact 

Arch & Marlyn Tunnell : 440-442-7538 

A Free Will– Offering Will Be Taken 



            

                

Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice!  

The Families in Christ Jesus Community in-
vites you to a two-evening program with 
Paco Gavrilides.  Part I will be on Wednes-
day, March 4th, at St. Mary of the Assumption 
Parish, 15519 Holmes Ave., Cleveland with 
Mass at 7:00 p.m. and his talk at 7:30 p.m.  
Part II on Thursday, March 5th, will be at Sts. 
Robert and William Parish, 367 E. 260th St., 
Euclid, at 8:00 p.m. 

Paco Gavrilides is currently serving as a 
Homiletics Instructor at Sacred Heart Major 
Seminary in Detroit.  As a frequent confer-
ence speaker, he gives retreats and missions 
on faith and conversion, spiritual growth and 
prayer, spiritual leadership and family life.  As 
a 1968 convert to the Catholic Church, Paco 
has dedicated his life to serving Christ in the 
Church with a passion to share the Gospel. 

Sts. Cosmas & Damian and St. Mary Prayer 
Groups invite all to a Healing Service on 
Saturday, March 21st, from 6:45 p.m. – 
9:00 p.m. at Our Lady of Hope Church, 400 
Center Rd., Bedford 44146.  The evening will 
start with praise and worship, then prayer for 
healing led by Fr. Lester Knoll and some of 
our local diocesan seminarians.  For addi-
tional information, please call Jerry or Grace 
Wrobel at 330-425-2678. 

 Looking for peace and purpose in your 
life?  Then try a New Way of Living.  This 
one and a half day, life-changing program, 
will be held on Friday, April 10th from 7 to 
10 p.m. and on Saturday, April 11th from 
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at Borromeo Semi-
nary/Center for Pastoral Leadership, Issen-
mann Hall, Rm 8, 28700 Euclid Ave.  The 
program is open to all men and women 18 
years old and over.  Breakfast and lunch are 
included. A free will offering will be taken.  
For more information or to register by phone, 
contact Arch & Marlyn Tunnell at 440-442-
7538. 

                                                                                                         

Mary, Queen of Heaven and Earth Chapter 
of Magnificat, a women’s ministry modeled 
after the Visitation, invites you to a Break-
fast, Saturday, March 21st, 9:00 a.m. – 
12:00 p.m., at Walsh University, Barrette 
Center, 2020 East Maple Street, North Can-
ton.  Doors open at 8:30 a.m.  Join us in a 
special time of fellowship and sharing.  
Brooke Taylor will be the guest speaker and 
her talk is titled “Chosen”.  Brooke was the co
-host for nearly a decade for the “Family 
Friendly Morning Show” on 95.5, The Fish, in 
Cleveland. The cost of the breakfast is $18, 
with no reservations accepted after March 
14th.  Make checks payable to “Magnificat of 
Stark County” and send to Andrea Singarella, 
1531 Radford N. E., North Canton, OH  
44720.  Seating is limited.  For further infor-
mation, call Shirley DeOrio at 330-305-1146. 
There will be an optional Mass at 8:00 a.m. in 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Chapel at Walsh 
University. 

St. Peter Parish will present a Life in the 
Spirit Seminar on five Tuesdays, from 
April 21st to May 19th from 7pm –9pm. The 
seminar sessions will include praise and wor-
ship, teachings, discussion and fellowship.  
St. Peter Parish is located at 35777 Center 
Ridge Rd., North Ridgeville 44039, and the 
sessions will be held at the Parish Center. 
We will join our diocesan Charismatic com-
munity on Pentecost Sunday, May 24th, for 
prayer for the baptism in the Holy Spirit at 2 
p.m., followed by liturgy at 3 p.m. more de-
tails will follow. For more information about 
the seminar or to register, please contact Fr. 

Bob Franco at 440-327-2201. 
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SUNDAY 
 
Sacred Heart Chapel (Spanish), Lorain 6:00 p.m.  Millie Santiago  440-277-0831 
 
Sts. Cosmas and Damian, 
 Twinsburg   7:00 p.m.  Jerry Wrobel  330-425-2678 
 
 

 

MONDAY 
 
Gesu, University Heights  7:30 p.m.  Pete Ciccotti  216-932-0198 
 
New Life Prayer Group, St. Anthony,  8:00 p.m.  Cheryl Slater  440-933-4890 
 Lorain 
 
St. Mary, Hudson   7:30 p.m.  Ryeo Kim  234-380-1457 
 
 

 

TUESDAY 
 
Our Lady of Angels, Cleveland  7:30 p.m.  Robin Richards  440-892-3910 
 
St. Hilary, Fairlawn   7:00 p.m.  James McGuire  330-612-5969 
        Mary Kaye Jeanmaire 330-666-6526 
 
St. Thomas More, Brooklyn  7:30 p.m.  Peggy Hovan  216-749-1787 
 Church Library 
 
Holy Spirit, Garfield Heights  7:00 p.m.  Pete Ciccotti  216-932-0198 
 Parish Center   every other Tuesday 
 
Fire of the Spirit, St. Michael Parish 7:30 p.m.  Nancy Dockrill  440-748-2420 
 Independence   1

st
 Tuesday 

 
Emmaus Catholic Adult    7:00 p.m.  Nellie & Neil  216-536-9553 
 Ministry, 6928 Detroit Ave. 2

nd
 Tuesday  Krawczynski  216-287-2215 

 Cleveland 
 
 

 

WEDNESDAY 
 
Sacred Heart Chapel (English), Lorain 7:30 p.m.  Rick Morsher  440-277-6199 
 
Sacred Heart, Oberlin   7:30   Joe & Sue Palmieri 440-774-1191 
     1st Wednesday 
 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Wadsworth 7:00   Jeff Flaherty  330-336-3049 
 Andes Room, Church  3rd Wednesday     church number 
 Basement 
St. Brendan, North Olmsted  8:00 p.m.  Rich Zentkovich  440-236-6070 
 
St. Martin of Tours, Valley City  7:00 p.m.  Rose Austin  330-483-3435 
     2

nd
 & 4

th
 Wednesday   REVISED 02/01/2015  



      
 

 

WEDNESDAY CONTINUED 
 
Women’s Prayer Group   7:30 p.m.  Beverly Olsin  440-461-2259 
 Meets in Highland Hts 
 Please call leader for information 
 

 

THURSDAY 
 
Families in Christ Jesus   8:00 p.m.  Arch & Marlyn Tunnell 440-442-7538 
 St. William School, Euclid 1

st
 Thursday 

 
Holy Family, Stow   7:30 p.m.  Jim Tanzosh  330-688-1020 
 Have 1

st
 Sunday Healing Service also 

 
Bukas Loob Sa Diyos (BLD)  7:30 p.m.  Lito and Lulu  440-724-8028 
 
 Covenant Community     Gregorio 
 Mary, Queen of Peace Church, Cleveland   
 Healing Mass on the first Thursday of each month 
 
St. Michael, Cleveland   7:00 p.m.  Hector Ramos  978-333-0551 
 
St. Mary, Bedford   6:30 p.m.  Jerry Wrobel  330-425-2678 
     1

st
 Thursday 

 
 

FRIDAY 
 
La Sagrada Familia, Cleveland  7:00 p.m.  Nilda Santos  216-577-3155 
 
Little Way Prayer Group   7:30 p.m.  Dave Byrer  330-497-9907 
 Queen of Heaven, Green 1

st
 and 3

rd
 Friday 

 
St. John Bosco, Parma Heights  7:30 p.m.  Valerie Ubienski 216-642-1120 
     2

nd
 and 4

th
 Friday 

 

 

HOME-BASED CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES 
 
St. Anthony Community      Bonnie Bobrowski 440-543-8491 
 
St. Pio Community      Gayle Carroll  440-428-4648 
 
 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUPS 
 
St. Patrick, Wellington   3:00 p.m.  Jim Davidson  440-647-3979 
     Monday 
 
Sacred Heart, Wadsworth  9:00 a.m.  Shannon Shrock 330-658-3077 

meets at 1077 Eastern Rd. alternates Th & F 
Wadsworth            
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remain in my love! Don’t try to become 
something you’re not or something 
someone else wants you to be, remain in 
my love. 
 
Throughout your spiritual journey, re-
main in his love. Jesus goes on to say: 
“If you keep my commands, you will re-
main in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commands and remain in his 
love. I have told you this so that my joy 
may be in you and that your joy may be  
complete. My command is this: Love 
each other as I have loved you” (Jn 
15:10-12). 
 
 Conversion to the love of Jesus will 
transform us to be the witnesses the 
Church needs and expects. And the 
Spirit of Jesus will empower us to live 
this life of intimacy so others may come 
to know that they too are the beloved 
sons and daughters of God! 
 
Jimmy Archer is a member of the National 
Service Committee for the Catholic Char-
ismatic Renewal and a member of the 
Pastoral Service Team for the Renewal in 
West Virginia. He and his wife Taffy and 

son Andrew live in Fairmont, WV. 

Continued from Page 1  

Most of us have encountered the living  
God through our baptism in the Holy 
Spirit and experienced the love of the 
Father being poured out into our hearts 
by the Holy Spirit as we surrendered to 
the lordship of Jesus! Scripture tells us 
that we are so dearly loved by the Father 
that we have become children of God. 
He is our Abba and we are his beloved! 
“See what great love the Father has lav-
ished on us, that we should be called 
children of God! And that is what we 
are!” (1 Jn 3:3). 
  
What I believe conversion to the love of 
Jesus means is the process of surren-
dering our perceptions of ourselves, and 
the perceptions of how others see us, to 
the absolute truth of who we really are: 
beloved sons and daughters of God! 
This is the work of intimacy with Jesus 
and he is the initiator of that intimacy! 
Our part in the work is to clear the deck 
and become receptive to the infinite 
ways that God wants to lavish his love 
upon us. “As the Father has loved me, 
so have I loved you. Now remain in my 
love” (Jn 15:9). Remain in my love, stay 
put, and don’t move from my love. Don’t 
go back to misperceptions of yourself,  
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