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Life in the Spirit Seminar; who ask peo-

ple if we can pray with them for a re-

newal of the Spirit in their lives. 

Preparing for the Jubilee                          

A number of the National Leadership 

Groups for Catholic Charismatic Re-

newal have joined together to “invite all 

people,” who have experienced the 

Holy Spirit in a new way in their lives 

through being baptized in the Spirit, to 

join with us in “Preparing for the Year of 

Jubilee: 50 Years of the Catholic Char-

ismatic Renewal” with a five-year 

preparation. Here is an outline of the 

plan. You can download this information 

in leaflet form (English, Spanish, and 

French) from the web page, www.nscchariscenter.org                     

Renewal Identity 

2012: Time of Life-Giving Repentance (June 1 to 

December 31). We will: 

 Begin this time with repentance and prayer. 

 Imitate Pope John Paul’s Year of Repentance in 

preparation for the year 2000. 

 Encourage a time of reflection and dialogue in the 

Renewal, and with the Church, preparing for the 

Year of Faith. 

 Follow Jesus’ command: “This is the time of fulfill-

ment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and 

believe in the gospel” (Mk 1:15). 

2013: Year of Spirit-filled Faith. We will: 

 Celebrate the Year of Faith in the Church and bap-

tism in the Holy Spirit. 

 Emphasize the experience of Pentecost and the   

grace of Charismatic Renewal 

 Reach out to youth and young adults. 

Renewal Maturity 

2014: Year of Charisms and Grace for the Church.                                  

We will: 

 Explore Charismatic Renewal’s identity as a move-

ment. 

 Celebrate being fully Catholic (ecclesial maturity) 

and fully charismatic. 

  

An Inviting Renewal 

“Catholic Charismatic Renewal invites 

all people to experience the Holy 

Spirit…” (First line of the Vision State-

ment of the National Service Commit-

tee). When I was in high school a 

priest invited me to commit my life to 

Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior. 

He told me that Jesus would then give 

me the gift of the Holy Spirit that would 

enable me to live and love like Jesus 

did. I experienced the Holy Spirit in a 

new way. I experienced a release of 

fear; the love of God being poured into 

my heart; Jesus becoming real for me; 

Jesus’ presence with me; and the 

Scriptures becoming alive.                                              

 

John the Baptist had a successful ministry of baptizing 

people in water for the forgiveness of sins, but he invited 

his followers to look for the one who would baptize in the 

Holy Spirit.                 

 

At his Ascension Jesus gave his followers an authoritative 

invitation: “He enjoined them not to depart from Jerusa-

lem, but to wait for ‘the promise of the Father’…in a few 

days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit…you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and 

you will be my witnesses…” (Acts 1:4, 5, 8). On Pente-

cost, Peter invited and exhorted the listeners to “Repent 

and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will re-

ceive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:18).         

 

In Catholic Charismatic Renewal we are to be witnesses 

to this experience of the Holy Spirit who “invite all peo-

ple”(“every one of you”) to this experience. We have not 

fully appropriated the grace of being baptized in the Spirit 

when we are not witnesses who regularly invite others to 

this deepening of the gift of the Spirit in their lives. We are 

to be people who share with others our experience of be-

ing baptized in the Spirit; who invite others to come with 

us to a charismatic prayer group; who invite others to a  
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March & April, 2013 
 
Dear Readers of the Flame, 
 
As you know, last October the Church began the Year of Faith. 
This is a great opportunity to grow in knowing and living our 
faith. The theme of the Diocese of Cleveland is Living our Rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ. Faith is something we believe in and 
something we practice. Ultimately, faith is a trust-filled rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ. 
 
We need this Year of Faith. One reason is because many peo-
ple have quit believing. Some people were scandalized by the 
actions of the clergy, the lack of action by the hierarchy and 
consequently have abandoned the practice of the faith. 
 
Other people have given up on faith due to the explosion of 
scientific knowledge. Their knowledge of material reality 
seems to have supplanted faith in God. They think, “The mys-
teries of life are now explained.” Hence, there is no need for 
God. Ironically, it was believers in God and Jesus Christ who 
pioneered scientific research. They reasoned that since the 
universe was orderly, predictable and governed by law that 
there must be an Intelligent Designer (God) who created all 
this. 
 
Other people seemed to have fallen into a “practical atheism”. 
They may pay some lip service to faith. However, their belief is 
not translated into any kind of action. Caught up in a culture 
that emphasizes individualism, hedonism and minimalism 
(those are the words that Matthew Kelly uses to describe our 
current culture in his book Rediscover Catholicism), faith has 
little or no influence on how they live. 
 
Sacred Scripture teaches that “Faith is…the conviction of things 
not seen” (Hebrews 11:1) and that we are to “walk by faith and 
not by sight.” (II Corinthians 5:7) Faith moves us to action for 
we know “faith…if it does not have works, is dead.” (James 
2:17). Faith, which comes from hearing the word of Christ 
(Romans 10:17), and is “the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8), needs 
to be carefully cultivated. Faith is to form our lives into a com-
pelling and clear witness to Jesus Christ. 
 
In Hebrews 11, the New Testament “Hall of Faith”, the author 

describes the cost of faith: 

 

“Some were tortured and would not accept deliver-
ance, in order to obtain a better resurrection. Others 
endured mockery, scourging, even chains and impris-
onment. They were stoned, sawed in two, put to 
death at sword’s point…The world was not worthy of 
them.” (Hebrews 11:35b-38) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                     

The author ends this section by saying that these heroes of the 
faith did not obtain what was promised. They had to await 
Jesus Christ, victor of sin and death, who fulfills the promises 
of God and gives eternal life. 
 
How precious is the gift of faith we share in today!!! I pray that 
we grow in every aspect of faith during this Holy Year. To that 
end, CRM is putting on a Day of Renewal called Facets of Faith. 
The date is Saturday, April 13. It will take place at St. Basil Par-
ish in Brecksville. Some of the facets of faith that will be cov-
ered will be: faith as a relationship with Jesus Christ, the con-
tent of the faith and the charismatic gift of faith. Praise and 
worship will be led by Catholic lay evangelist and worship 
leader, Mr. Bill Richart of Macomb, Michigan. Other details are 
in this edition of The Flame and at www.crmweb.org. 
 
Final thought: our culture opposes faith. St. Peter wrote this to 
a people whose faith was challenged: 

                                                                                                                       
In this you rejoice, although now for a little while you 
may have to suffer through various trials, so that the 
genuineness of your faith, more precious than gold 
that is perishable even though tested by fire, may 
prove to be for praise, glory and honor at the revela-
tion of Jesus Christ. (I Peter 1:6-7)                                                                 
 

Though our times make it harder to believe, it will also make 
our faith more genuine and strong. In the darkness of our 
times, may our faith be a beacon of light drawing others to 
Jesus. 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
 
Fr. Bob Franco 
 
PS Please pray fervently for the Holy Spirit to abundantly bless  
all our Cardinals as they elect a new Pope. 

http://www.crmweb.org


 



 The 2012 Catholic Charismatic Conference          

Distilled Prophetic Word:                            

“My Children surrender to the                                   

Fire and Power of My Holy Spirit.                                                           

Blaze forth with My Love into the world.”               

                                                                                                                 
You are invited to a Healing Service after the noon 
mass on Sunday, March 3

rd
, at St. Michael Catholic 

Church, 6540 Brecksville Rd., Independence 44131.  
The 1:00 p.m. service will be led by Fr. Pete Colletti in 
the St. Francis Spiritual Center.  This is near the church 
at the corner of Sunset and Second Ave.  All are wel-
come; bring family and friends for praise and worship, 
inspired teaching and individual prayer.  There will also 
be a time of fellowship. 

Catholic Renewal Ministries invites all to attend a Festi-
val of Praise on Saturday, March 9th, at Sts. Cosmas 
& Damian Church, Twinhaven Hall, from 6:45 p.m. to 
9:30 p.m.  This will be a special time to come together 
to praise and worship God through song and prayer.  
The church is located at 10419 Ravenna Rd., Twins-
burg, 44087.  Please call Jerry or Grace Wrobel at 330-
425-2678 for additional information. 

Catholic Renewal Ministries will host a Charismatic 
Mass on Tuesday, March 12

th
, 7:00 p.m., at Our Lady 

of Angels Parish, 3644 Rocky River Rd., Cleveland 
44111.  The mass will be held in the school auditorium.  
Fr. Bob Franco will be the celebrant.  Healing prayer 
teams will be available after mass for individual prayer.  
For more information, please contact Fr. Franco at 440-
327-2201 or CRM at 440-944-9445.  Come and bring a 
friend to joyfully sing and praise God! 

Sacred Heart Church at 410 West Lorain Street in 
Oberlin will host a Life in the Spirit Seminar on Tues-
day evenings, from April 16

 
through May 28, 2013 at 

7:30 p.m.  Prayer for the Baptism in the Holy Spirit will 
be at the Pentecost Mass, May 19

th
, at St. Michael’s 

Church in Independence.  For further information and to 
preregister, please contact Eric Carpenter at 440-775-
2546 or Eric.Carpenter@oberlin.edu.   

Catholic Renewal Ministries’ Traveling Charismatic 
Mass for April will be held at St. John Vianney Parish, 
7575 Bellflower Rd., Mentor, 44060, on Friday, April 
19th, at 7:00 p.m.  The mass will be in the Chapel.  
Healing prayer teams will be available after Mass for 
individual prayer, and there will also be a social after 
mass.  For more information, please contact Fr. Franco 
at 440-327-2201 or CRM at 440-944-9445.  Come and 
bring a friend!  This will be a time to truly encounter the 
Lord. 

 

Catholic Renewal Ministries will sponsor “Facets of Faith 
– A Day of Spiritual Renewal” on Saturday, April 13

th
, 

from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  We will celebrate the Year of 
Faith with talks presented by Fr. Bob Franco, Fr. Lester 
Knoll OFM Cap., Dick Ganzer and featured worship leader 
Bill Richart from Michigan.  This event will be held in the 
Family Life Center at St. Basil, 8700 Brecksville Rd., 
Brecksville 44141.  There is a $10 registration fee.  Lunch 
is not included. There will be a 90 minute break to allow 
participants to go to a local restaurant.  For information, 
contact Ken Posavad at 440-319-9646. 

Catholic Renewal Ministries invites you to an Evening of 
Healing Praise on Saturday evening, April 13

th
, from 

6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.  Internationally known worship 
leader Bill Richart, from Michigan, will lead this special eve-
ning of praise, worship, healing and ministry.  Bill has lead 
worship at numerous conferences throughout the United 
States and in many other countries.  The evening will be 
held at the Parish Center of St. Basil the Great Parish, 
8700 Brecksville Rd., Brecksville 44141.  A free will offering 
will be taken for Bill Richart.  For more information, please 
contact Ken Posavad at 440-319-9646. 

Sts. Cosmas & Damian Prayer Group will present a week-
end Life in the Spirit Seminar on May 10

th
 and 11

th
. The 

seminar will meet from 7 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. on Friday, May 
10

th
 and from 9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, May 

11
th

 for praise and worship and teaching sessions.  The 
seminar sessions will be held in Sts. Cosmas & Damian 
Church and the adjacent Twinhaven Hall.  The church is 
located at 10419 Ravenna Rd., Twinsburg, 44087.  Satur-
day lunch will be on your own, and there are many near-by 
restaurants.  To conclude the seminar, the Prayer for the 
Baptism in the Holy Spirit will be at the Pentecost Mass, 
May 19

th
, at St. Michael Church in Independence.  Please 

call Jerry or Grace Wrobel at 330-425-2678 for additional 
information or to register. 

Catholic Renewal Ministries will host a Pentecost Mass 
Celebration, Sunday, May 19th, at St. Michael Church, 
6540 Brecksville Rd., Independence.  The celebration will 
start at 2:00 p.m. with praise and worship, and a time of 
prayer for the Baptism in the Holy Spirit.  Mass will begin at 
3:00 p.m.  All are welcome to join in this celebration of Pen-
tecost.  There will be an opportunity for individual healing 
prayer and also fellowship time after Mass.  For more infor-
mation, please contact Fr. Bob Franco at 440-327-2201 or 
CRM at 440-944-9445. 
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CATHOLIC RENEWAL MINISTRIES  

FACETS OF FAITH LOCATION: 

 ST.  BASIL THE GREAT   

8700 BRECKSVILLE  RD. 

 BRECKSVILLE OH 

44141 

90 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK:   

NEAR BY DINING  

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION:  

KEN POSOVAD 

 (440) 319-9646 

WWW.CRMWEB. ORG 



 Promote greater and more mature use of the charisms. 

2015: Year of Unity. We will: 

 Reach out to all groups influenced by charismatic re-

newal. 

 Endeavor to lay down our lives for each other. 

 Foster unity in the Renewal, unity with the Church, and 

ecumenism. 

 Focus on the importance of community. 

Renewal Influence 

2016: Year of Mission. We will: 

 Renew our zeal for souls. 

 Promote Life in the Spirit Seminars, the New Evangeliza-

tion,and a culture of Pentecost. 

2017: Year of Jubilee. We will:          

 Celebrate a “time of fulfillment” as in the Jubilee Year of 

the Scriptures. 

 Gather all people in the Renewal (prayer groups, cove-

nant communities, ministries, youth, and families) of all 

cultures. 

Invited Together and Inviting All People 

We believe that these five years can be a special time of 

grace for individuals, groups and ministries that have been 

birthed through the experience of being baptized in the Spirit. 

First of all, pray and act in a united way to live these yearly 

focuses and enter ever more fully into all the graces of the 

Holy Spirit. Secondly, we want to encourage and challenge 

each other to renew our call to be witnesses who “invite all 

people” to experience the Holy Spirit, baptism in the Spirit, 

growth in holiness through the work of the Spirit, and the 

greater and more mature use of the charisms (spiritual gifts) 

for ministry and building community. 

The theme of “Renewal Identity” invites us to enter more 

deeply into the grace of Pentecost and baptism in the Spirit 

with an active, expectant faith. We want to invite youth and 

young adults to a greater understanding and experience of 

this grace of the Spirit. We cannot do this without first reflect-

ing on the ways that we have fallen short of God’s full call by  

Continued from Page 1 

 

our sins and lack of unity. We believe that a time of ful-

fillment can be experienced in a greater way in our own 

day as we hear the call to “Repent and believe in the 

gospel.” Holy Spirit, search us, so that we are not blind 

to our sins, hardness of heart, and disunity! 

The theme of “Renewal Maturity” invites us to seek 

what it means to be fully Catholic and fully charismatic. 

The Vatican has given the International Council for 

Charismatic Renewal Services, officed in Rome, status 

as a Pontifical Association of the Faithful, and consis-

tently refers to the Renewal as an ecclesial movement. 

The  Vatican and recent popes have called us to be a 

movement that has a prophetic role of inviting and re-

minding the Church of the importance of the role of the 

Spirit in the life of the Church. The grace of Pentecost is 

meant for the whole Church, but some are also called to 

embrace being part of the ecclesial movement of Catho-

lic Charismatic Renewal, which promotes this grace in 

the Church and receives special graces through the 

Church’s recognition of the movement. Our prophetic 

calling also involves promoting the greater and more 

mature use of the charisms for the life of the Church. 

Finally, the call to maturity invites us to a united pur-

pose, rather than working as isolated individuals and 

groups. We have a variety of callings, gifts, and minis-

tries, but we need to explore the ways we are to have 

unity for the good of the whole Church. 

The theme of “Renewal Influence” invites us to a 

renewed zeal for souls, witnessing, promoting baptism in 

the Spirit, and actively working for the New Evangeliza-

tion in the Church. We invite you to join in our heartfelt 

commitment to this 5-year preparation so that the 2017 

Jubilee will be a “time of fulfillment.”  

                                                                                                                     

Fr. Bob Hogan, BBD is Chairman of the National 

Service Committee. 
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