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foremost on welcoming 
charisms because of their 
marvelous power to build up 
the body of Christ and show 
forth God’s glory. This means 
that for those in leadership, it 
is not enough to wait pas-
sively for charisms to appear. 
Leaders should also actively 
cultivate charisms—teach 
about them, put people in po-
sitions of service where 
charisms can be used, en-
courage those who take baby 
steps in practicing them, pro-
vide training, mentoring and 
feedback. There is an inertia 
in human nature that makes it 
easy for us to rely on our own 
resources, so leaders need to 
continually exhort people to 
go beyond their comfort 

zones and yield to the Holy Spirit. 
 
But secondly, charisms have to be 
tested as to whether they are authentic and 
are being used properly. Wherever there is 
the genuine fire of the Holy Spirit, Satan is 
likely to throw false fire to confuse the faith-
ful and discredit the work of God. Paul pro-
vides us with basic principles for discern-
ment. 
 
First, there is the principle of truth. Paul 
says, “I want you to understand that no one 
speaking by the Spirit of God ever says 
‘Jesus be cursed!’ and no one can say 
‘Jesus is Lord’  

* I am the Light of the world. I call you, children, to radiate the light of my love and joy . *Page 4 

 

 

 

Pope Francis is giving the 
whole Church what I be-
lieve is a prophetic word: It 
is time to turn outward. It is 
time to mobilize every 
Catholic to take the good 
news of Christ out to the 
highways and byways and 
invite the lost to come 
home to their heavenly Fa-
ther. As the Church awak-
ens to this call, Catholics 
are realizing in a new way 
the vital role that the 
charisms of the Holy 
Spirit play in evangeliza-
tion. In fact, without 
charisms there can be no 
effective evangelization. 
 
However, we all know that 
charisms are not always 
used properly. Many of us have witnessed 
the misuse and even abuse of charisms. 
This raises the question: how are 
charisms to be discerned and pastored? The 
letters of St. Paul provide clear instruction 
for this task. 
 
Paul teaches us the right overall approach to 
charisms: 
“Do not quench the Spirit, do not despise 
prophesying, but test everything; hold fast 
what is good, abstain from every form of 
evil” 
(1 Thes 5:19-22; see also 1 Cor 14:39-40). 
 
This shows that the accent is first and  
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Dear Readers of the Flame, 
 
One phrase that St. John Paul II began to  use 
with some frequency during the second half of his 
pontificate was the new evangelization. The 
Church often used the term evangelization to refer 
to the preaching of the gospel to people who never 
heard of Jesus. St. John Paul II described the new 
evangelization as the Church’s preaching of the 
gospel to people who were baptized but never be-
came disciples of Jesus. 
 
The thrust towards a new evangelization gained 
traction throughout the Church over the last twenty 
years. In September 2010, it culminated with Pope 
Benedict XVI establishing the Pontifical Council for 
Promoting the New Evangelization. 
 
More recently, it has begun to dawn on people that 
if we are really going to have a new evangelization 
we will also need a New Pentecost. If the 
Church’s initial evangelization could not get off 
the ground without Pentecost, what makes us 
think that the new evangelization will be effec-
tive without the power, Person and gifts of the 
Holy Spirit? 
 
Later this month, Catholic Renewal Ministries will 
be hosting the annual Catholic charismatic confer-
ence. It will be July 18-19, 2014 at Magnificat High 
School. The theme this year will be “Gifted to 
Serve”. The theme comes from I Peter 4:10-11, 
which reads: 

As each one has received a gift, use it to 
serve one another as good stewards of 
God’s varied grace. Whoever preaches, let 
it be with the words of God; whoever 
serves, let it be with the strength that God 
supplies, so that in all things God may be 
glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be-
long glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

In keeping with the plan of the National Service 
Committee as we journey toward the 50th anniver-
sary of the modern charismatic renewal in 2017, 
the focus this year is the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
Again, if we are to effectively carry out a new 
evangelization, it will happen because we are em-
powered and gifted with the Holy Spirit. 

 

The grace of the Holy Spirit gives us the under-
standing and fervor of missionaries. We realize 
that bringing people to Christ and making them his 
disciples is of utmost importance. Their salvation 
depends on it! However, the Holy Spirit equips in-
dividuals to fulfill this missionary activity with a va-
riety of gifts. Not everyone will preach. Not every-
one will be given gifts of healing. Not everyone will 
organize and administrate the local expressions of 
the new evangelization. However, the Holy Spirit 
will give gifts to everyone so that the Church will 
be an effective net, hauling in a net full of souls. 
 
The new evangelization will take place when, 
united in the Holy Spirit, God's people, as good 
stewards, serve one another, following after the 
example of the Lord Jesus himself, who came, “not 
to be served but to serve.” (Mark 10:45) 
 
I not only invite you to our local conference. I invite 
you to invite someone to come with you! We all 
need to be refreshed in the Holy Spirit. We all 
need to have our missionary zeal rekindled. And 
we all need to play our part in the body of Christ to 
bring others to Him. Perhaps we are clear what our 
role is and what gifts we have. Others may not be 
so sure of their gifts. Either way, come to the con-
ference! Corporately, we will be refreshed and em-
powered to be the Lord’s witnesses. Individually 
we will be equipped with the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
to “serve the Lord with gladness” (Psalm 100:2) by 
serving each other out of love. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Fr. Bob Franco 



 

The Flame is searching for a well-organized volunteer who has  experience in maintaining 

data and printing address labels. Knowledge of bulk mailing software would be very            

helpful. To be  a part of sharing the good news, please call Theresa at 330-722-1522 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

My children, come to Me. Come deep 

into my heart. Sit at my feet where I 

will teach you and equip you with my 

Holy Spirit. I am the Light of the world. 

I call you, children, to radiate the light 

of my love and joy to the broken 

hearted, those in darkness and those 

who are lost . Bring them to me. I want 

them to experience the depth of my 

love. Know that I am with you until the 

end of the age.*Banner version Page 

1. **Distilled Prophetic Word  Pro-

claimed at The 2013 Catholic Charis-

matic Conference.              

                              

 

                                                                      

                                                                                             

                                                                                       

Catholic Renewal Ministries’ Traveling Charismatic 

Mass for August will be held at St. Michael the Archan-

gel Parish, 3114 Scranton Rd., Cleveland, 44109, on 

Friday, August 29th.  Praise and Worship will begin at 

7:00 p.m. and the liturgy will start at 7:30 p.m.  Healing 

prayer teams will be available after Mass for individual 

prayer.  For more information, please contact Fr. 

Franco at 440-327-2201 or CRM at 440-944-9445.  

Come and bring a friend!  This will be a time to truly 

encounter the Lord. 
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Fr. Robert Franco 

has been active in 
the Charismatic 
Renewal since he 
was 19 and states 
that his vocation 
flowed from it. He 
has been a priest 
for over 30 years 
serving in the Dio-
cese. He has been 
the Bishop’s Liai-
son for Charismatic 
Renewal in the 
Cleveland Diocese 
since 1992. He has 
been the pastor of 
St. Peter Parish in 
North Ridgeville 
since 2009. He 
served on the Fra-
ternity of Priests 
Board of Directors 
as member, chair-
man, and editor of 
the Fraternity’s 
N e w s l e t t e r ,                   

The Visitation. 

Patti Gallagher 

Mansfield 

Patti Gallagher Mans-
field was a participant 
in the February 1967 
“Duquesne Week-
end” which marked 
the beginning of the 
Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal. From the 
earliest days of the 
Renewal she has 
served as a leader 
through teaching,    
writing and pastoral 
ministry. Patti’s testi-
mony has been 
widely published and 
she has been a 
speaker at confer-
ences and retreats 
for laity and priests in 
the United States and 
around the world. 
She is a frequent 
guest on Ralph Mar-
tin’s television pro-
gram: The Choices 
We Face. Patti has 
authored several 
books including:   
M a g n i f i c a t :  A 
Mother’s Reflections 

on Mary. 

Michele (TePas)   

Harrison                     

had her first expo-
sure to the Charis-
mat ic  Renewal 
through the Univer-
sity of Steubenville’s 
Youth  Conferences. 
She attended the 
University of Notre 
Dame where she 
attended a Life in 
the Spirit Retreat 
and encountered the 
Gifts of the Spirit in 
a profound way. 
Shortly after college, 
she began a public 
ministry in speaking 
about chastity. She 
seeks inspiration 
from the Holy Spirit 
as a busy home-
schooling mom of 
four children, occa-
sionally doing pres-
entations to parents 
on how to Raise 
Pure Children in an 
Impure Culture. 
Michele hopes to 
inspire people to be 
docile to the Holy 

Spirit. 

The Most                
Reverend               
Richard G.   

Lennon   

 was installed as 
the 10th Bishop 
of the Catholic 
D i o c e s e  o f 
Cleveland in 
2006. A native of 
the Boston area, 
he attended St. 
John’s Seminary 
in Brighton, Mas-
sachusetts where 
he received an 
M.A. in Church 
History and a 
M.Th. in Sacra-
mental Theology. 
He was named a 
Domestic Prelate 
in 1998 and in-
stalled as a 
Knight of the 
Holy Sepulchre in 

June of 2001. 

Deacon Ralph Poyo  
Is the founder of New 
Evangelization Minis-
tries (NEM). He seeks 
to be a useful tool for 
assisting pastors in 
training their parish 
leadership in evange-
lization. He has over 
thirty years of experi-
ence in parish minis-
try and is a popular 
national speaker ca-
pable of communicat-
ing with a wide variety 
of audiences. His 
passionate, humor-
ous, and playful style 
has captivated adult 
and teen audiences 
across the country 
with the truth of the 
gospel of Christ. His 
presentation style 
disarms audiences 
and speaks directly to 
the issues that plague 
our efforts to live the 
Catholic faith. 
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except by the Holy Spirit” (1 Cor 12:3). This 
may seem obvious, but his point is that an au-
thentic use of charisms always focuses atten-
tion on Christ the Lord and gives glory to him, 
rather than drawing attention to us. 
This is especially important for the more ex-
traordinary charisms like healings and mira-
cles, where there is always danger of using 
these gifts for self-promotion and human 
applause, or even financial gain. This princi-
ple also implies that a charism, especially if it 
is a word gift like prophecy, must be in full ac-
cord with the teachings of the Church. 
 
Second, there is the principle of love. It is 
not coincidental that right in the center of his 
teaching on charisms in 1 Corinthians 12-14 
is Paul’s great hymn to love in chapter 13. 
Love is not itself a charism—it is the supreme 
gift of the Spirit, a share in God’s own divine 
life, and is therefore the measure and stan-
dard for all exercise of charisms. A charism 
must always be motivated by love 
and must strengthen love in the body of 
Christ—whether by arousing faith, deepening 
understanding, stirring people to worship, 
healing the sick, or piercing hearts with con-
viction of sin. This is especially important for 
prophecy, in which one can sometimes sense 
that there is an underlying spirit of bitterness  

or judgment. On the other hand, if the 
speaker is motivated by a pure and burning 
love for God’s people, even a stern word can 
have a powerfully edifying effect. 
 
Whose responsibility is it to discern? The 
first discernment is on the part of the person 
using a charism. He or she should always 
consider: Will manifesting this charism at this 
moment bring glory to Jesus? Will it be truly 
be upbuilding to others? Then, since no one 
is fully qualified to discern their own charism, 
he or she should submit to the discernment 
of the prayer group or community leaders. 
Ultimately, discernment is the responsibility 
of the pastors of the Church. 
 
If we persevere in sound pastoring and dis-
cernment, people will mature in the use of 
charisms, and the Lord will use them mightily 
as we go out into the world with the good 
news of Christ.  
 
Dr. Mary Healy teaches Scripture at Sacred 
Heart Major Seminary in Detroit, and serves 
as chair of the Doctrinal Commission of 
ICCRS (International Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal Services). 
 
Reprinted with permission from  PENTECOST 
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