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Baptism in the Holy Spirit
awakens us to a new experience of the Holy Trinity
By Fr. Emmanuel Mansford, CFR

“Through his grace, the Holy Spirit is the first to
awaken faith in us and to communicate the new life,
which is to ‘know the Father and the one whom he has
sent, Jesus Christ’” (CCC 684).

Every year in the liturgical calendar we celebrate the
Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity. This celebration

takes place on the Sunday immediately following
Pentecost. Theologically this is because with the
coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, “the Holy
Trinity is fully revealed” (CCC 732) and the doors
to relationship with each divine Person are wide
open. Frank Sheed describes this revelation of God’s
“innermost secret” (CCC 221): “The closed circle is
suddenly opened, the barrier is down and the whole
vast inner life of God invites us.” The Holy Spirit’s
coming leads us into all truth (Jn 16:12-13)—the truth
of who God is as Father, Son and Holy Spirit—making
it possible for us who are baptized to come to know
and experience a living relationship with each Person
of the Trinity.

And yet in practice, it seems for many Catholics that
Trinity Sunday is one of those distant dogmas, a truth
that often does not really affect my life in reality.
Cardinal Ratzinger (who became Pope Benedict
XVI), states that far from being something merely
intellectual, “the teaching of the Trinity was not
invented but results from experience.” This experience
of growing in relationship with the Trinity is where the

grace of baptism in the Holy Spirit has been so life
changing for millions of people in the last fifty years
or so.

Fr. Cantalamessa summarizes this experience:
“Whenever the Holy Spirit’s presence is felt in a
new and powerful way, for example in what is called
baptism in the Spirit, those involved never fail to come
to a new discovery of the Trinity. And that discovery
is experiential, vital, and not any matter of abstract
theology. Prayer becomes Trinitarian.” St. Irenaeus,
the newest Doctor of the Church, speaks of this
Trinitarian movement in our prayer, “For those who
bear God’s Spirit are led to the Word, that is to the
Son, and the Son presents them to the Father, and the
Father confers on them incorruptibility” (CCC 683).
Cantalamessa continues in familial terms: “We have
the feeling that we have been accepted into a family,
that the members of the family love us, and that they
really are eager to introduce us to all the others.”

This experience of baptism in the Spirit often means
that the grace of adoption received at Baptism comes
alive and I am now able to relate to each member
of the Trinity uniquely and concretely. The Father
is experienced as he who cares for my needs and
provides for me as his child. Jesus as the Son is my
older brother who has saved me and walks with me
through life showing me how to live in dependence
on the Father. The Holy Spirit is the Advocate guiding
and inspiring me, convicting me of sin and leading me

(Continued on page 7)




July/August 2025
Dear Readers of The Flame,

“Habemus Papam.” “We have a Pope.” The Universal
Church was universally surprised when a Cardinal from the
United States, Robert Prevost, was elected Pope on May 8.
And though he has spent almost half of his life in Peru and
Italy, he was born in the USA.

When someone from one’s own country achieves a high of-
fice or is honored in some way, it is natural to feel a special
affection for that person. And so most Catholics in the Unit-
ed States rejoiced that one of our own was elected Pope.
However, our affection and loyalty to the successor to Peter
ought to run deeper than that.

We believe that the Pope is a man who was elected to an
office that is tied to a supernatural grace. These extensive
quotes are from the Catechism of the Catholic Church.

When Christ instituted the Twelve, “he constituted [them]
in the form of a college or permanent assembly, at the
head of which he placed Peter, chosen from among them.”
Just as “by the Lord’s institution, St. Peter and the rest
of the apostles constitute a single apostolic college, so in
like fashion the Roman Pontiff, Peter s successor, and the
bishops, the successors of the apostles, are related with
and united to one another”.

The Lord made Simon alone, whom he named Peter, the
“rock” of his Church. He gave him the keys of his Church
and instituted him shepherd of the whole flock. “The office
of binding and loosing which was given to Peter was also
assigned to the college of apostles united to its head.”
This pastoral office of Peter and the other apostles be-
longs to the Church's very foundation and is continued by
the bishops under the primacy of the Pope.

The Pope, Bishop of Rome and Peter's successor, “is the
perpetual and visible source and foundation of unity both
of the bishops and of the whole company of the faithful.”
“For the Roman Pontiff, by reason of his office is Vic-
ar of Christ, and as pastor of the entire Church has full,
supreme and universal power over the whole Church, a
power which he can always exercise unhindered.

“The college or body of bishops has no authority unless
united with the Roman Pontiff, Peter’s successor, as its
head.” As such, this college has “supreme and full author-
ity over the universal Church; but this power cannot be
exercised without the agreement of the Roman Pontiff.”

The college of bishops exercises power over the universal
Church in a solemn manner in an ecumenical council.” But

“there never is an ecumenical council which is not con-
firmed or at least recognized as such by Peter s successor.”
(CCC, #880-884)

These paragraphs describe the role of the Pope as integral
for unity in the Church.

Regarding Church teaching, the Catechism teaches:

... To fulfill this service, Christ endowed the Church's
shepherds with the charism of infallibility in matters of
faith and morals. The exercise of this charism takes sev-
eral forms:

“The Roman Pontiff, head of the college of bishops, enjoys
this infallibility in virtue of his office, when, as supreme
pastor and teacher of all the faithful who confirms his
brethren in the faith-he proclaims by a definitive act a
doctrine pertaining to faith and morals.” (CCC, the end
of #890 and the beginning of #891)

As a man, Pope Leo XIV needs our prayers. | am sure that
he would be deeply appreciative of them. As the successor
of Peter, he deserves our docility and obedience. The Pope
is a visible source of unity for the Church. And though it
is rare for a Pope to clarify or define dogma, his ordinary
teaching and preaching sets the tone for pastoral ministry
for the Church throughout the world.

We pray that the Lord bless the world through the minis-
try of Pope Leo XIV. Let us also pray for ourselves. We
too have been given charisms. Let us use these gifts of the
Spirit. By them we seek to edify the Church. We want the
Church to preach the gospel with charity, clarity and power.
Let us do our part!

And let me end this letter with a couple of invitations. First,
our annual Catholic Charismatic Conference is July 26.
Themed The Joy of the Lord is our Strength, this gather-
ing will be a time to encounter the Lord in the power and
love of the Holy Spirit. Details are in this edition of The
Flame. Secondly, I am leading a Jubilee Year pilgrimage to
Rome, San Giovanni Rotundo (where St. Padre Pio served)
and Assisi in October, 2025. You are more than welcome
to join us. The tour includes participating in a Papal Au-
dience with Pope Leo (providing he’s in town). Simply
contact www.206tours.com/frfranco/ for details.

In Christ,
Fr. Bob Franco



S SR LER R et 15" PERSON REGISTRATION. (Copy form for multiple registrations OR register online with PayPal)

Chips & Chocolate Chip Cookie (except GF option): PRINT CLEARLY
« Turkey on Baker's Roll, Lettuce, Tomato, Cheese, Honey First Name Last Name
Mustard and Mayo on the side Ermail
«Ham on Croissant, Lettuce, Tomato, Cheese,
Honey Mustard and Mayo on the side Address
« Chicken Salad on Croissant, Lettuce, Tomato, Cheese,
Mayo on the side City State Zip
«Vegetarian on Ciabatta Bread, Lettuce, Tomato, Cheese,
Raﬂch on the side Phone ( ) - 1st CRM conference? yes no

* Gluten-Free Chef's Salad with Ham, Turkey & Cheese, $10 Lunch (circleone): Turkey Ham  Chicken Salad  Vegetarian ~ Chef's Salad (GF)
Dressing on the side i
$18 Dinner (circle one): YES  NO

$18 Talerico’s Dinner cafeteria style: Pre-Registration $40 ea. Make check or money order to: CRM

+ MAIN: City Chicken (breaded pork w/light gravy) Lunch $10 ea. Mail to:  Sandy Pawlak
GF Marry Me Chicken (sun-dried tomato cream sauce w/basil) Dinner $18 ea 6665 Pitts Blvd.

+ SIDES: Potato & Cheese Pierogis, Green Beans TOTAL N. Ridgeville, OH 44039

+ SALADS: Broccoli Salad, GF Polynesian Spinach Salad (online or postmarked by July 16th to meet our deadlines)

*To register with PayPal go to www.crmweb.org
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s Dinner cafeteria style:

I

GF Marry Me Chicken (sun-dried tomato cream sauce w/basil)

Mustard and Mayo on the side

Honey Mustard and Mayo on the side
« Chicken Salad on Croissant, Lettuce, Tomato, Cheese,
« SIDES: Potato & Cheese Pierogis, Green Beans

Ranch on the side
+ Gluten-Free Chef’s Salad with Ham, Turkey & Cheese,
Dressing on the side

Mayo on the side
+Vegetarian on Ciabatta Bread, Lettuce, Tomato, Cheese,
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« SALADS: Broccoli Salad, GF Polynesian Spinach Salad

$10 Boxed Honey Baked Ham Lunch includes
Chips & Chocolate Chip Cookie (except GF option):

+ Ham on Croissant, Lettuce, Tomato, Cheese,

« MAIN: City Chicken (breaded pork w/light gravy)

$18 Talerico




Prayer Group Information

SS. Cosmas and Damian Charismatic Prayer
Group meets on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of
each month at 7:00 p.m. in the church gather-
ing area under the Holy Spirit Dove. Come and
experience vibrant praise and worship, interces-
sory and healing prayer, and scripture sharing.
To contact us, or be on the prayer group email
list, call 330-310-2595 or email dennycarleton@
sbcglobal.net. We play music highlights, proph-
ecies, and teachings from the prayer group on
https://arkandoasis.net/.

The Living Word Healing Prayer Ministry at
St. Ambrose Parish in Brunswick meets face to
face on the first and third Tuesdays of every
month from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. in our Chapel.

We allow the Winds of the Spirit to flow over us
as we praise the Lord through music, sharing,
and group reflection. We allow time for God
to open our hearts and minds as we listen to
His Word both through Scripture and Word of
Knowledge. Every meeting ends with healing
prayer as we ask Jesus to come to us in a spe-
cial way to heal our brokenness and touch us
with His Love. All are invited to join us as we
praise and worship the Living God!

Our Lady of Angels Prayer Group is happy to
present a Life in the Spirit Seminar again this
Fall — over eight consecutive Tuesday evenings
from September 9th through October 28th,
2025, from 7:30 to 9:00 pm. We meet at Our
Lady of Angels School, Primary building, 3644
Rocky River Dr., Cleveland, OH 44111. Come
to make or renew a deep personal commitment
to Jesus in openness to the Holy Spirit and the
Spirit’s gifts for your life!

Throughout the year, we meet every Tues-
day evening 7:30-9:00 pm to Praise our Lord,
move in the Gifts of the Spirit, hear a teaching or
sharing and pray for each other’s intentions. We
enjoy refreshments after our meetings. There
is always a healing team available for personal
prayer. Phone Tom Stamper for more informa-
tion — 216-536-6495.

The Bukas Loob sa Diyos (BLD) or in English -
Open in Spirit to God (OSG), is a Filipino Cath-
olic Charismatic Covenant Community. While
the majority of BLD members are from the Philip-
pines, it also includes other brothers and sisters
of many nationalities and heritage backgrounds.
We meet every Thursday, at 7:00 pm at the
Mary Queen of Peace Chapel, 4423 Pearl Rd,
Cleveland, OH 44109. We hold weekly praise
and worship service in-person. Also, on the first
Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m., we cele-
brate a mass followed by a healing service.

We are a communion of families and a commu-
nity of persons called together as one people
through the moment of encounter and a process
of renewal to a relationship of faith, hope, and
love with God. For more information, please
contact Rudy and Fe Fontilla at (440) 403-5719
or email: rudyfefontilla1975@yahoo.com.

The Families in Christ Jesus small house-
hold-based groups meet in private homes on
Thursday evenings (contact Susan Federico
for details /cell 216-312-3978 /smfederico78@
gmail.com). All of the households meet together
on the first Thursday of the month at St. John
of the Cross Church at 7:45 pm. Below is the
schedule for the first Thursday of the month
gatherings for July and August. All are welcome!

July 10 speaker: Ken Skilton speaking on
‘A Divine Encounter”

August 7 speaker: Mark Erickson speaking on
“Obedience”

The ICC Prayer Ministry meets on the 1st
and 3rd Saturday Mornings from 10:00am —
Noon in the Parish Center Bldg., Goebel Hall,
(behind Immaculate Conception Church, 2846
Lake Street, Madison, Ohio 44057). The meet-
ings are open to Catholic Church members in
the area. Mary Cusack of Holy Family Church
in Stow, OH, has agreed to teach this Saturday
program. These meetings will contain praise,
worship, light refreshments, healing, prophe-
cies, scriptures and other prayer teachings.

Carolee and Rich Zentkovich
Prayer Group Coordinators Usher/Greeter Ministry

WANTED - VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

The Catholic Renewal Ministries Service Committee is looking for volunteers who would be
willing to serve as ushers and greeters at the various events during the year including
Charismatic Masses (usually on Friday nights), Healing Services, special events, and the annual Conference.
You would not be required to serve at every GSC event during the year, but would be called upon to serve as

an usher or greeter for various events at your convenience. Prayer groups please ask and encourage your
members if they would help out in this ministry of service. If you are willing to usher or greet, please send
your name, e-mail address, and/or phone number and what prayer group you are associated with. Even if you
are not currently attending a prayer group, please consider helping out with ushering or greeting. Thank you!

440-221-8169 | cjzentkovich@gmail.com

For your information, Immaculate Conception
Church has been chosen to be one of the sa-
cred shrine sites during the 2025 Jubilee Year of
Hope. The faithful may want to take this time to
visit, pray and receive the special graces asso-
ciated with the Jubilee Year. A Jubilee cross is
displayed in the Sanctuary.

The Holy Spirit Prayer Group of St. Mary
Church in Hudson is a Charismatic Holy Spirt
led prayer group that meets the first and third
Saturdays of each month year around. We meet
from 10am to 11:30 am in the Chapel. The
main focus of our meeting is to praise and wor-
ship the living God. We not only offer praise and
worship but also periods of silent prayer to seek
and hear God’s words and His messages to us.
We share words of God, share stories, and offer
intercessory prayers for hurting and suffering
brothers and sisters.

Our prayer group offers a Healing Prayer Ser-
vice also on the 1st Sunday of each month
from 12:30 pm to 1:30 pm. For further infor-
mation, please contact us at HealingPrayers@
stmaryhudson.cc or call Robert Rodriguez at
440-804-6358.

Visit us online:
www.crmweb.org

For other Prayer Group Information
and CRM Events

WANTED - GENERAL SERVICE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Catholic Renewal Ministries is looking for a few new members for the
General Service Committee.

We meet once a month, usually the third Monday of the month, to discuss
plans and events for the Renewal. Members are encouraged to provide ideas
for the growth of the Renewal in the Cleveland Diocese, and to provide help as
needed. Current committees are: Conference, Prayer Groups, Healing, Hispanic,
Program, Music and Word Gifts.

If you are interested or have questions, please contact Ken Posavad at

440.319.9646 or kposa@sbcglobal.net




CRM and Prayer Group Events

OUR LADY OF ANGELS PRAYER GROUP PRESENTS:

WHERE:

Our Lady of Angels

PRESENTATION:

School, Primary Building
(behind Linus Hall)— handicapped accessible

3644 Rocky River Dr., Cleveland, OH 44111
there will be signs!

WHEN:

Eight consecutive Tuesday evenings,
beginning September 9th
through October 28, 2025

7:30 — 9:00pm
(refreshments will follow)

CONTACT:

For more information and
to register please phone

A Life in the Spirit Seminar is an opportunity to renew and
ignite the power of the Holy Spirit in your own life. Itis an
invitation to make or re-establish a deep personal commitment
to Jesus in openness to the Holy Spirit and His gifts.

We are a Charismatic Prayer Group which means we use
all the gifts of the Holy Spirit already given in Baptism and
Confirmation. Each evening of the seminar we hear a
presentation and then break into small groups to share both
what we've heard in the talk presented and how God is
working in our lives. Itis a lively exchange of the beauty
of Life in God’s Spirit.

We all long for a closer walk with our Lord and this seminar
may be just what you are looking for. When the seminar
finishes, we continue to meet weekly on Tuesday evenings to

Verna at 216-251-3560
or Tom at 216-536-6495
(There is NO charge for this seminar.)

“Do not conform yourselves to this age but be transformed by the renewal of your mind,
that you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and pleasing and perfect.”

“The promise of the Holy Spirit is made to you and your children
and to all those far off whomever the Lord our God will call.”

support each other in this new life with God.

Everyone is most welcome!

Romans 12:2

Acts 2: 39

FIRST SUNDAYS

The Holy Spirit Prayer Group of St. Mary
Church hosts an in-person Healing Prayer
Service on the first Sunday of each month.
The service will be held in the chapel from
12:30-1:30 pm.

We encourage you to submit your prayer re-
quests to healingprayers@stmaryhudson.cc.
St. Mary Church is located at 340 N. Main St.,
Hudson 44236, Tel: 330-653-8118.

Our prayer teams will be available to pray for
the healings of your body and spirit. Fr. Larry
will, depending on his availability, offer an
anointing for those seriously ill, preparing for
surgery, or weak with aging.

SECOND WEEKEND OF THE MONTH

Holy Family Healing Prayer Group (Stow)
offers Healing Prayer after all masses the sec-
ond weekend of the month (Saturday 5:00 PM,
Sunday 7:30, 9:00 and 11:30 AM masses)
and after Tuesday and Friday 8:00 AM dai-
ly masses. Prayer teams will meet you in the
back of the church. If you are unable to attend
one of the masses, we offer homebound pri-
vate prayer. Private prayer for physical, inner
healing and Unbound can be scheduled by
calling 330-686-0017. Jesus is Alive! Come
experience His healing power.

TUESDAYS & FRIDAYS

See Holy Family Healing Prayer Group (Stow)
under SECOND WEEKEND OF THE MONTH.

FRIDAY AUUGUST 22

Catholic Renewal Ministries’ Traveling Healing
Mass for August will be held at Holy Family on
Friday, August 22nd at 7:00 pm. The church is
located at 7367 York Rd, Parma, OH 44130.
Praise and worship will begin at 7:00 and the
liturgy will start at 7:30. Healing prayer teams
will be available after the masses for individ-
ual prayer, and there will also be a social after
each mass. For more information, please con-
tact CRM at 440-944-9445. All are Welcome.

THIRD SATURDAYS

The Living Word Healing Prayer Minis-
try at St. Ambrose Parish in Brunswick of-
fers a monthly Healing Prayer event which
takes place in the Church after the 4:30 p.m.
Mass on the third Saturday of every month.
Healing prayer ministers are available to
offer prayer for spiritual, emotional, or physical
healing. Please join us so that the Spirit of
God can touch you with healing love!

SATURDAY JULY 26TH

42ND ANNUAL CONFERENCE
REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!

All are invited to attend Catholic Renew-
al Ministries’ 42nd Annual Conference to
be held on Saturday July 26, 2025, at St.
Albert the Great Parish Life Center, 6667
Wallings Rd., North Royalton 44133. This
year’s theme is “The Joy of the Lord is
My Strength”. Guest speakers will be Dr.
Jaci Sabol, a neuropsychologist, who is a
longtime worship leader and speaker on
the faith and who serves on the board of
Faith on Fire!, Dave Van Vickle, a popular
speaker who presents on topics related to
spiritual warfare, our call to holiness, and
authentic Catholic spirituality, and Fr. Bob
Franco, the Bishop’s Liaison for Charis-
matic Renewal in the Cleveland Diocese.
Auxiliary Bishop Michael G. Woost will be
the celebrant for the Vigil Mass, and Matt
Fafrak will lead us in contemporary praise
music throughout the day and evening.

Visit the CRM website: www.crmweb.org
or call 440-944-9445 for more informa-
tion. Advance registration postmarked by
Wednesday, July 16th, is $40, and at the
door $50. Come, as we praise and exalt
Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit and
celebrate the Jubilee Year.
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to repentance so that I can experience mercy and the
grace of ongoing transformation.

As we reflect theologically on the role that baptism
in the Holy Spirit has in our world today, we see its
vital importance as a grace that helps us to know God
personally as he is, three distinct Persons sharing one
divine nature. This experience of God as One and
three calls us to reflect his life of Communion in our
fractured and broken world, endeavoring by his grace,
despite our various differences as unique individuals, to
live in greater unity with one another. At the beginning
of the Millennium, St. John Paul II called all believers
to be renewed in living out this Trinitarian mystery:
“A spirituality of communion indicates above all the
heart’s contemplation of the mystery of the Trinity
dwelling in us, and whose light we must also be able
to see shining on the face of the brothers and sisters
around us” (Novo Millenio Inuente #43). In essence
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost leads us
to living a life of Communion.
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Fr. Emmanuel Mansford, CFR is a Franciscan Friar of
the Renewal, living at St. Michael's Friary, Paterson,
NJ. He currently serves as the Director of formation for
the friars. His Masters thesis written during seminary
was entitled “Baptism in the Holy Spirit: Examining the
Catholic Perspective.” This article originally appeared
in Pentecost Today 2022 Issue 2 and can be found under
resources at www.pentecosttodayusa.org.

Be sure to register for this year’s conference

www.crmweb.org

THE FLAME IS THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF CATHOLIC
RENEWAL MINISTRIES FOR THE DIOCESE OF CLEVELAND

FR.ROBERT FRANCO LIASON TO CATHOLIC RENEWAL MINISTRIES.
FR.ROBERT FRANCO PUBLISHER AND GARY CIRINO EDITOR.

Catholic Renewal Ministries Clevelond
PO Box 24077
Cleveland, Ohio 44124

crmweb.org | (440) 944-9445

Catholic Renewal Ministries Traveling Healing Mass

Holy Family Church

Fr. David Stavarz, Celebrant
Praise & worship begins at 7:00

Liturgy begins at 7:30 p.m.

Holy Family Church
7367 York Rd,
Parma, OH 44130

All are Welcome!

Healing prayer teams will be
available after mass for individual
prayer, and there will also be

a social after mass.

Come, Sing and Praise God
with Joy!

Contact CRM: 440-944-9445
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MISSION STATEMENT: Catholic Renewal Ministries is the officially designated office for charismatic
renewal activity in the Diocese of Cleveland that unites all prayer groups under the authority of the Diocesan
Bishop and his appointed delegate to the renewal. Catholic Renewal Ministries, under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit and in the power of Pentecost, fulfills the command of Jesus to evangelize all people, to make disciples
of everyone, to accept the challenge of the gospel and to acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord of their lives.




