
“It’s just a very simple unpacking of
the basic Gospel message and an
introduction to the persons of the
Trinity.”

One of the great privileges I have with my job
is frequent meetings with our archbishop. I
work for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City and
for Archbishop Coakley. I meet with him almost
weekly to discuss the various Pastoral
initiatives that we are working on at any given
time. In those meetings, one thing he has
stressed to me numerous times is how much
he is praying for a greater outpouring of the
Holy Spirit. In fact, he even shared in his recent
Pastoral Letter:

“Since my installation as archbishop nearly
eight years ago, I have not ceased praying for
a new Pentecost leading to a New
Evangelization in Oklahoma. I am convinced
of the crucial role the Holy Spirit plays in
assisting in the work of evangelization and the
life of every disciple. It is my prayer that each
one of us will more fully embrace a relationship
with the third person of the Trinity and will be
blessed with a fuller outpouring of the Holy
Spirit in our lives”       (Archbishop Coakley,
Go Make Disciples 2019).

  A New Pentecost for the New
    Evangelization
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By Jim Beckman

Hearing those desires, I searched for ways that
we could begin offering experiences for people
throughout the diocese to encounter the person
of the Holy Spirit. I went to the trusted source
of the Life in the Spirit Seminars. So far we have
offered two of them, and have a third in the
plans. About a year ago we had one with Father
Dave Pivonka and Dave VanVickle. The most
recent one was held this past September and
featured Mother Lucy Lukasiewics and several
sisters from the Disciples of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Many are familiar with the simple outline of
these seminars. I think the simplicity is what
makes them so powerful. It’s just a very simple
unpacking of the basic Gospel message and an
introduction to the persons of the Trinity. I have
joked that we should call these the “Life in the
Trinity” Seminars. But at some point during the
weekend, you have an encounter with the
person of Christ and the person of the Holy
Spirit, and you begin to understand the unique
role the Holy Spirit can play to help you truly
live a new and transformed life.

We have had amazing feedback and testimonies
following these events. Many have had deep
spiritual experiences, have received gifts and
charisms, have experienced inner healing from
past woundedness, and even have had some
physical healings. At the most recent seminar
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Dear Readers of the Flame,

The headline on page 5 of the June 17 Elyria Chronicle
Telegram read, Poll: Americans are unhappiest they’ve been
in 50 years. The article went on to describe a poll that is taken
every two years that measures to some degree “happiness”.
Taken at the end of May, the poll highlighted the effects that
the Coronavirus has on our psyche. The social distancing and
uncertainty that have come with the pandemic have taken a
toll on how many people view life. Here are some of the poll’s
findings:

                                                       2020     2018
People who say they are very happy: 14%      31%
People who often/sometimes feel isolated: 50%       23%
People who believe in an improved standard 42%      57%
of living in 25 years:

On top of the coronavirus anxieties, the death of George
Floyd has led to the uncovering of the issue of racism and
racial violence in our nation, adding to the fears and
frustrations of many people.

As Christians we are called to the blessedness of the
beatitudes. We are to live in the peace of Jesus Christ, a peace
that Jesus taught is “not as the world gives.” How do we
maintain this blessedness and peace in these anxious and
stressful times?

Jesus ended the Sermon on the Mount with a little parable:
Everyone who listens to these words of mine and acts
on them will be like a wise man who built his house
on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds
blew and buffeted the house. But it did not collapse;
it had been set solidly on rock. And everyone who
listens to these words of mine but does not act on
them will be like a fool who built his house on sand.
The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and
buffeted the house. And it collapsed and was
completely ruined. (Matthew 7:24-27)

The point of the parable is simple. It is not enough to listen
to the words of Jesus. We must choose to live by them. They
are to form our character and values. The words of Jesus in
the Sermon on the Mount direct us to pray, fast, give alms;
we are to be chaste, generous, humble and forgiving. We are
to do this with a sense of mission. In that Sermon, Jesus called
us the salt of the earth and the light of the world.

I was trying to think of a tidy way of summarizing this life of
discipleship that Jesus outlined in the Sermon on the Mount.
Then I remembered a talk that I heard Bob Edwards, former
Director of the St. Joseph Christian Life Center, often gave as
he concluded the Life in the Spirit Seminar weekends held at
the retreat house. It was a talk on growing in the Lord.
However, it was not the typical “toolbox” type of talk on
growth that describes the habits of a disciple: prayer, scripture,
service and community.

Bob’s talk highlighted four qualities that a disciple of Jesus
Christ needed to weave into one’s walk with the Lord. He
said that a disciple must be a sinner, fool, child, and a lover.

(Actually, I couldn’t remember one of the four qualities-that
a disciple was a sinner! I was hoping someone may have put
Bob’s talking points online. Though my search for the talk was
unsuccessful I uncovered something better. Much to my
surprise I discovered A Disciple’s Tale: A Memoir by Robert P.
Edwards. It turns out that Bob published an autobiography of
sorts. I purchased it and discovered the four points of a disciple
in the appendix in a quote that Bob Edwards attributes to Fr
Mike Scanlon TOR.)

In some ways, these qualities challenge us to live different
from our world. We do not like to think of ourselves as a
sinner, especially after turning to the Lord. We want to show
the world that we have it all together. However, if we do not
recognize our sins and shortcomings on a daily basis, pride,
defensiveness and self-justification easily darkens our hearts.
To be a fool? No one wants to be thought of as a fool. Yet St.
Paul said, Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you
considers himself wise in this age, let him become a fool so as
to become wise. (I Corinthians 3:18). And to be a child? Aren’t
we supposed to grow up and be independent? Jesus said,
Amen, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children,
you will not enter the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 18:3).
And finally, to be a lover. Because we often think of love in
terms of romance, we may wonder at the wisdom of this.
And yet we know that we need passion to follow Jesus. The
Great Commandment is to love the Lord your God with all we
have and our neighbor as ourselves. (Luke 10:25-37).

Jesus Christ is the source of our peace, joy and happiness at
all times, even as we slowly crawl out of our coronavirus
caves. For those whose existence has been shaken by this
time of isolation and uncertainty, let us be the people Jesus
calls us to be: salt for the earth and light for the world. Our
happiness flows from the unchanging God. May this happiness
be so evident in us that anxious and disgruntled people
discover the source of true happiness and peace, Jesus Christ!

In Christ,

Fr. Bob Franco

PS: I hope to see you at our Deacon Ralph Poyo mini-
conference at the St. Peter Parish in North Ridgeville on
September 18-19, 2020 as well as at one of our outdoor
Festival of Praise gatherings.
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Catholic Renewal Ministries Events
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For information on traveling Masses and other events,
please refer to the CRM website (crmweb.org). All
Masses and events are subject to change due to the
coronavirus policies of the State of Ohio and the Diocese
of Cleveland. We will try our best to keep the CRM
website updated. If you are unsure that a Mass or event
will take place, please call the appropriate contact
number. Thank you!

The Ss Cosmas and Damian prayer group is meeting every
week on Sunday evening at 7 pm at the church. The
meeting also streams Live and is then recorded and
available for viewing on the Ss. Cosmas and Damian
Facebook Page.
    Every week, Denny Carleton will be leading worship
with a Fr. Michael Stalla teaching. SS. Cosmas & Damian
Church is located at 10439 Ravenna Rd., in Twinsburg
44087. For more information, please contact Brenda or
Denny Carleton at 216-392-8749.

Join Peter’s Shadow Healing Prayer Ministry on Zoom.us
on Wednesdays at 7:30p.m. To enter the meeting use
ID: 848 4900 3670 and Password: behealed.

Catholic Renewal Ministries would like to bring everyone
together, outside with social distancing, to pray and
praise God. All are invited to attend our Festivals of
Praise/Prayer Meetings scheduled in July, August, and
September from 7 – 8:30 p.m. Here is the planned
schedule:
At the new CRM Center at St. John of the Cross Parish,
140 Richmond Rd., Euclid 44143. We will gather at the
outdoor shrine area on the following dates:

Friday, July 17th

Friday, August 14th

Friday, September 11th

At St. Peter Parish, 35777 Center Ridge Rd., North
Ridgeville 44039. We will gather in the wooded area
behind the parish office on the following dates:

Saturday, July 25th

Saturday, August 22nd

Saturday, September 26th

Come, be part of an amazing evening of praise and
worship of God in the power of the Holy Spirit!

NOTE: All of the Festivals are weather dependent and
will not be held if it is raining. For any questions, please
call CRM at 440-944-9445.

All are invited to attend Catholic Renewal Ministries’
Fall Mini-Conference to be held on September 18th and
19th, 2020, at St. Peter Parish in North Ridgeville. Deacon
Ralph Poyo will lead the conference addressing the theme
of Missionary Discipleship.
    A missionary disciple is someone who emphasizes the
importance of following and sharing Jesus with others
and inspires, equips, and forms others to be disciples and
disciple makers. A missionary disciple is a friend of Jesus
who calls others into friendship with Jesus. Deacon Ralph
is an engaging speaker, and his presentations will help
us grow and step out as missionary disciples.
    On Friday, September 18th, the conference sessions
will run from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. And on Saturday,
September 19th, the doors will open at 8:30 a.m., and
the conference will run from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. If
you would like, you can start the day with morning Mass
at 8:15 a.m. in St. Peter Church. Saturday lunch will be
on your own, and a list of local restaurants will be
provided. St. Peter Parish is located at 35777 Center Ridge
Rd., North Ridgeville 44039, and the miniconference will
be held in the gym.
    Registration for the mini-conference is $25 per person.
Please complete the form found in this Flame to register.
PayPal registration is also available on our website,
crmweb.org. Plan to register early since the parish gym
will accommodate at most 100 people with social
distancing. Masks will need to be worn unless the
requirement is lifted by then. For more information,
please call the CRM phone number: 440-944-9445.

Catholic Renewal Ministries will host a Traveling
Charismatic Mass on Friday, October 16th, at 7:00 p.m.,
at St. Ambrose Parish, 929 Pearl Rd., Brunswick 44212.
Fr. Bob Franco will be the celebrant. Praise and worship
will begin at 7:00 and the liturgy will start at 7:30. Healing
prayer teams will be available after mass for individual
prayer, and there will also be a social after mass. For more
information, please contact Fr. Franco at 440-327-2201
or CRM at 440-944-9445. Come and bring a friend! This
will be a time to truly encounter the Lord.





Catholic Renewal Ministries would like to bring everyone together,
outside with social distancing, to pray and praise God.

All are invited to attend our Festivals of Praise/Prayer Meetings scheduled in July,
August, and September from 7 –8:30 p.m.

Here is the planned schedule:

At the new CRM Center at St. John of the Cross Parish,
140 Richmond Rd., Euclid 44143. We will gather at the outdoor shrine area on the
following dates:

Friday, July 17th

Friday, August 14th

Friday, September 11th

At St. Peter Parish, 35777 Center Ridge Rd., North Ridgeville 44039. We will gather in
the wooded area behind the parish office on the following dates:

Saturday, July 25th

Saturday, August 22nd

Saturday, September 26th

Come, be part of an amazing evening of praise and worship of
God in the power of the Holy Spirit!

NOTE: All of the Festivals are weather dependent and will not be held if it is
raining. For any questions, please call CRM at 440-944-9445.
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we had one woman who was seriously
injured in a car accident back in 2014.
She has suffered a brain injury and other
crippling effects that left her in constant
pain. During the weekend she had to sit
in the back of the room in the shadows
because even the light in the room was
aggravating her headache. Since the
weekend she has reported that her
headache was healed on the weekend
when she was prayed over, and it has
never returned. As one of our priests
prayed over her, she felt a warmth on
the top of her head. But when she
opened her eyes, the priest had his hand
on her shoulder. She says, “I realized it
was Jesus’ hand I felt on my head...I’ve
been in constant pain since October of
2014, and now my headache is
completely gone!” Praise God!

We plan to continue offering the Life in
the Spirit Seminars at least once a year,
with hopes that as more people
experience the graces, they will help
spread it to other areas of the
Archdiocese. Our goal over the next
several years would be to see the Life in
the Spirit Seminars happening regularly
in every deanery throughout the
Archdiocese. It has been a beautiful
unfolding over the past year or so, and a
powerful answer to the Archbishop’s
prayer for a new Pentecost. Come, Holy
Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and
kindle in them the fire of your love!

Jim Beckman is the Executive Director
of Evangelization and Catechesis for the
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. He is also
the Director of ImpactCenter, a Ministry
dedicated to leadership development in
the Catholic Church. He is a member of
the NSC. He and his wife Meg have five
children.

Reprinted with permission.
PentecostToday, Issue 1 2020,

Volume 45 Number 1.

Heavenly Father,
You are God. You love us. You gave Your Son for us.

You have the hairs of our heads numbered.
Hear us during this COVID-19 worldwide pandemic.

Heal the sick.
Protect nurses, doctors, caregivers and all who provide

supportive services in the medical field.
Guide policy makers and leaders.

Enlighten researchers.
Provide for the unemployed,

underemployed and the needy.
Encourage the homebound.

Comfort the grieving.
Receive the deceased into Your glory.

Strengthen us all to do Your will and trust You always.
We pray through Jesus Christ, our Healer, Hope,

Peace and Mercy.  Amen.
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