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The document for the Year of 

Unity 2015 provides us with 

four practical ways to live this 

challenge to “lay down our 

life”: 

1. Pray together. 

One of the great gifts of the 

Renewal in my life is that it 

taught me to pray.  In other 

words to have spontaneous 

conversations with God. 

Through the years it’s likely 

that our way to pray has be-

come a routine. We might 

think the way that we learned 

to pray in the Renewal is the 

“right” way. When I moved 

from Colombia to live in the 

U.S., the prayer group that I 

began to attend was predomi-

nantly for people from Mexico. At the begin-

ning, praying with this group was very difficult 

for me because the songs and the style of 

prayers were very different from those to which 

I was accustomed. Over time, I learned not 

only to appreciate their method of prayer, but I 

grew to love to pray in this new way. I am His-

panic and I love to pray in Spanish, but I also 

enjoy attending English services and experi-

encing the way the Holy Spirit moves there. 

We need to pray together for unity.  

2. Be clear in your vision for a unified body of 

believers celebrating the commonality of all.  

 

In his final discourse in the Up-

per Room, after washing the 

feet of his disciples, Jesus 

shared a message with them 

that he wanted them to remem-

ber. The evangelist John pre-

sents several themes; one that 

it is very important for us in the 

Charismatic Renewal as well is 

the promise of the Holy Spirit. In 

addition, Jesus invited the apos-

tles and us to participate in an 

incredible mission, the same 

mission that he himself took on 

as he gave his life on the cross 

for us. Jesus says to us: 

“Greater love has no one than 

this, to lay down one’s life for 

his friend” (Jn 15:13). 

The National Leadership 

Groups of the  Catholic Charis-

matic Renewal in the U.S., walking our journey 

to the great jubilee in 2017, have declared 

2015 the “Year of Unity.” One of the invitations 

for this year is that we are challenged to “lay 

down our life” for our friends. But who are our 

friends? Sometimes, we think of those who 

think, pray and talk like us as our friends. 

However, I want to urge us to recognize as 

friends all of those who have accepted Jesus 

Christ in their hearts and are promoting, in one 

way or another, baptism in the Holy Spirit and 

the culture of Pentecost in the modern world. 

In order to “lay down our life for others” we 

have to be ready to broaden our understand-

ing of how we can do this. 



                                                                                                    

gious liberty. In addressing participants at a 

conference entitled “International Religious 

Freedom and the Global Clash of Values” 

on June 14, 2014, the Pope said: 

“Religious freedom is not only that of 

private thought or worship. It is the 

liberty to live, both privately and pub-

licly, according to the ethical princi-

ples resulting from found truth.” 

Worship may be a private thing. Religion is 

a public thing. 

 

This tension has always been part of the 

life of a Catholic Christian. This is from “A 

Letter to Diognetus” from the latter part of 

the second century. 

Christians are indistinguishable from 

other men either by nationality, lan-

guage or customs. They do not in-

habit separate cities of their own, or 

speak a strange dialect or follow 

some outlandish way of life. Their 

teaching is not based upon reveries 

inspired by the curiosity of men. 

Unlike some other people, they 

champion no purely human doctrine. 

With regard to dress, food and man-

ner of life in general, they follow the 

customs of whatever city they hap-

pen to be living in, whether it is 

Greek or foreign. 

And yet there is something extraordi-

nary about their lives. They live in 

their own countries as though they 

were only passing through. They 

play their full role as citizens, but   

labor under all the disabilities of 

aliens. Any country can be their  

Dear Readers of the Flame, 

 

The Fortnight of Freedom began on June 

21. On that day the Church honors two mar-

tyrs for religious freedom, Sts. John Fisher 

and Thomas More. Both were martyred by 

King Henry VIII during the 16
th
 Century. 

They stood up to the King when he an-

nounced that he was the head of the Church 

in England. It wasn’t that they deliberately 

sought to be treasonous. Thomas More was 

the Chancellor of England, the King’s right 

hand man. When he was led out to die by 

beheading, Thomas More proclaimed, “I die 

the King’s good servant, but God’s first.” 

 

Why do we have these special two weeks of 

prayer for religious freedom? Much in our 

culture has changed. Originally, people 

came to America for religious freedom. 

When our Constitution was put together, re-

ligious freedom was one of the five free-

doms guaranteed in the First Amendment 

(the other four being freedom of speech, of 

the press, of assembly and of petition). 

 

Freedom of religion meant the free practice 

of religion. Today, many people seem to in-

terpret this freedom as a freedom from relig-

ion. Many want to legalize same sex 

“marriage” and marijuana, while curtailing 

the Church’s freedom to teach, practice and 

proclaim its manner of life given to her by 

Jesus Christ. Our culture seems to say, “Do 

what you want inside your church walls. 

However, in public life you have to play by 

our rules.” 

Pope Francis has a different take on reli- 



 
 

and neighbor. We know that life is not about 

us. We desire to honor the Lord and serve 

each other. In doing so, we seek to build a 

culture based on truth, goodness and 

beauty. This is what liberty is for. 

 

I encourage you to participate in the upcom-

ing conference sponsored by Catholic Re-

newal Ministries entitled, “Father Make Us 

One.” We, as Catholic Christians, joining 

with Mary and the Apostles in the Upper 

Room, praying in one accord (Acts 1:20), 

seek a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

For it is only by the Holy Spirit that we have 

the courage, wisdom and genuine charity to 

live and practice our faith in a free manner. 

Please join us on Friday, July 17 and Satur-

day, July 18 at Magnificat High School to be 

built up and encouraged by enthusiastic 

praise and worship, edifying and challenging 

talks, opportunities for sacramental encoun-

ters with the Lord (Adoration, Mass, Confes-

sion) and wonderful fellowship. See the in-

formation in this issue of The Flame as well 

as on line at www.crmweb.org. 

 

True religious freedom comes from the Holy 

Spirit - the Spirit of Truth who will “convict 

the world in regard to sin and righteousness 

and condemnation.” (John 16:8) The Holy 

Spirit will guide us into all truth. (John 16:13) 

Come, Holy Spirit! 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Fr. Bob Franco                                             

Bishop’s Delegate to Catholic Renewal   

Ministries 

 homeland, but for them their   

 home land, whatever it may be, is a 

 foreign country. Like others, they 

 marry and have children, but they do 

 not expose them. They share their 

 meals, but not their wives. They live 

 in the flesh, but they are not governed 

 by the desires of the flesh. They pass 

 their days upon earth, but they are 

 citizens of heaven. Obedient to the     

 laws, they yet live on a level that  

 transcends the law. 

 

St. Paul wrote, “Where the Spirit of the Lord 

is, there is freedom.” (II Corinthians 3:17) 

He was speaking here of the interior free-

dom given us by the Holy Spirit. The liberty 

that the Holy Spirit brings us is not merely  

freedom from external constraints. It is an 

interior freedom that leads to maturity. We 

bear the fruit of the Holy Spirit (love, joy, 

peace, patience et cetera, Galatians 5:22-

23). We seek Christ. We strive to love God  

 

http://www.crmweb.org


            

                 

All are invited to attend Catholic Renewal 

Ministries’ 33rd Annual Conference to be 

held on July 17th and 18th, 2015 at Mag-

nificat High School in Rocky River. Guest 

speakers will be Lloyd and Nancy Green-

haw and Fr. John Gordon, and local clergy 

Bishop Roger Gries and Fr. Damian Fer-

ence. This year’s theme is “Father Make 

Us One”. The conference opens on Friday 

at 7:00 p.m. Contact Shirley or Tom Fum-

ich at 440-327-1226 for registration infor-

mation or visit www.crmweb.org. Advance 

registration through July 8th is $30 by mail 

or Paypal, and at the door $35. Youth un-

der 20 FREE! Come experience the heal-

ing power and gifts of the Holy Spirit.  

                                                                                                                                                

                                            

On October 8th,9th & 10th 
Chuck Hornsby will present 
a Healing Workshop. TIME 
& PLACE TO BE AN-
NOUNCED! Chuck 
Hornsby is a native of San 
Antonio, Texas, who 
moved to Georgia and 
joined the Alleluia Cove-
nant Community in Augusta in 1976. Chuck 
has worked as a teacher of the deaf, having 
taught in the poverty-stricken districts of San 
Antonio. He has served as a lay pastor, ad-
ministrator and head of finances for the Alle-
luia Community, and presently serves as the 
Community’s Pastoral Coordinator and School 
Superintendent. Chuck served on the National 
Service Committee of the Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal from 2003 – 2012. He is a member of 
the NSC Council and was just elected to the 
Diocesan Liaisons Steering Committee. Chuck 
and his wife, Peggy, have been married since 
1978. They have three adult children and 4 
grandchildren.                                                                 
                         Yes, in joy you shall go 

forth, in peace you 
shall be brought home; 
Mountains and hills 
shall break out in song 
before you, all trees of 
the field shall clap 
their hands. Is 55:12                                  
Catholic Renewal Minis-
tries’ Traveling Mass 
with healing prayer for 

September will be held at St. Thomas More 
Parish, 4170 North Amber Dr., Brooklyn, 
44144, on Friday, September 18th.  Praise 
and Worship will begin at 7:00 p.m. and the 
liturgy will start at 7:30 p.m.  Fr. Bob Franco 
will be the celebrant. Healing prayer teams will 
be available after Mass for individual prayer.  
For more information, please contact Fr. 
Franco at 440-327-2201 or CRM at 440-944-
9445. Invite a friend!  This will be a time to 
truly encounter the Lord. 
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Church hopes that the Renewal is able to help 
people fall in love with Jesus and receive the em-
powerment of the Holy Spirit. We need to be in 
communication with our brothers and sisters from 
various expressions of the Renewal in order to 
work together to this end. In addition to organiz-
ing events, we must also create processes in 
which everyone is included independent of cul-
ture, ethnicity or language background. We are 
called to live as a people of a New Pentecost – 
not as a people of the Tower of Babel! 
 
For me, the Charismatic Renewal is a lifestyle, a 

call to live as Jesus lived, filled with the Holy 

Spirit and devoting our lives to the service of the 

Father. Working for unity is not optional. It is a 

commandment from Jesus. Today, every person 

who has experienced baptism in the Holy Spirit is 

invited to enter the Upper Room, the same place 

of Pentecost, and remember his words. And so 

we ask the Holy Spirit to give us the grace to give 

up our agendas and work only for the plans that 

God has for the Renewal. We are called to listen, 

respect and collaborate with our brothers and 

sisters to build the culture of Pentecost. 

Andrés Arango is the Chairman of the CNSH 

(Hispanic National Service Committee) and the 

Vice-president of CONCCLAT (Latin-American 

Council for the Charismatic Renewal). Printed 

with permission from Spring 2015 Pentecost 

Today Volume 40 Number 2. 
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No matter our culture, language or expressions 

of spirituality, we all share the gift of baptism in 

the Holy Spirit. For this reason, we are signing a 

Covenant of Understanding this year, recogniz-

ing that while we have experienced baptism in 

the Holy Spirit, we are also invited to share this 

gift with the whole church, as Pope Francis in-

vited us to do in his talk at the Olympic Stadium 

in Rome last June. 

3. Be open and vocal about the gift each 

group brings to the renewal of the Church.  

Traveling in several states, Canada, and coun-

tries in Latin America, I have found that the Holy 

Spirit gives charisms in some places in particular 

ways. I have seen some countries in which many 

leaders are anointed with the gift of preaching, 

while in other countries the gift of healing seems 

to be very common. Some cultures are more in-

clined to worship and praise, and others to ado-

ration. We have to recognize and rejoice in what 

the Holy Spirit is doing in diverse ways with his 

servants. We need to avoid any kind of jealousy 

or competition, as we are called to work in unity 

in order to bring many people to an encounter 

with Jesus. 

 

4. Commit to ongoing communication and co-

operation with different groups.  

In Romans we are told, “So we, who are many, 

are one body in Christ” (Rom 12:5). Very often 

we are too worried about what others are doing 

in the Renewal. Why do they worship in the way 

that they do? Who has the largest evangelistic 

event? Who has more people in their communi-

ties? Why are they doing a Life in the Spirit semi-

nar? We are called right now to a time of maturity 

in the Renewal. One way to show this maturity is 

by working in unity. Sometimes we spend too 

much time gossiping and judging others. Today, 

in this Year of Unity, we are called to work to-

gether. We need to unite and use all of our 

charisms to continue to build the Body of Christ. 

This is an urgent matter for evangelization. The  
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