
“A man’s reach should exceed his grasp, or 
what’s a heaven for?” –Robert Browning 

The Christian life isn’t difficult; it’s impossible. 
That is why grace and mercy are so integral 
to our pursuit of God. We can’t talk to him, 
we can’t love him and we can’t serve him 
without the Holy Spirit. He is far beyond our 
grasp; he exceeds our capabilities. We 
absolutely need God to live for God. If it 
were not for Father sending the Son there 
would be no way into the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 

It is Jesus who says, “You have heard from 
me, for John baptized with water, but you will 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many 
days from now” (Acts 1:4-5). With that the 
apostles retire to Jerusalem where, in the 
upper room, they will await and welcome the 
Holy Spirit into their lives. Can you imagine? 
The world is about to be turned on its ear! 

I can think of no other more poignant 
spiritual experience in my life, no greater 
grace than having been baptized in the Holy 
Spirit. In that moment, in that “upper room” 
of St. Paul’s monastery in Pittsburgh in 1969 I 
had met God! The incredible grace of that 

moment was full joy and peace. Surely, the 
Lord was in that place and I knew it! 

Fro m t h a t d a y u n t i l n o w I c a n s a y 
unequivocally my life in Christ has been 
sustained by that extraordinary encounter. The 
mere thought of forfeiting such a grace or 
underestimating the significance of its effect is 
odious to me. 

When our Holy Father addressed 50,000 
charismatics in Rome’s Olympic Stadium 
earlier in the year he challenged them to 
share with all in the Church, “the grace of 
baptism in the Holy Spirit.” As I reflected on 
his inspiring exhortation I thought, “This is our 
part in the New Evangelization.” In effect, Pope 
Francis has commissioned us to bear witness 
to “the love the Holy Spirit has poured out into 
our hearts” as a result of our personal 
Pentecostal experience. 

The joy of the Gospel is that Christ is alive in 
us. Let’s tell the world, but let us begin by 
telling our brothers and sisters in the pews! 
We dare not hoard this “holy thing” for it may 
cause us to be prideful and we may forfeit the 
great grace associated with it. Rather, we must 
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Dear Readers of the Flame,

This is sort of an anniversary for me. This is my 150th letter 
for The Flame. That number also translates into another 
anniversary of sorts. Since The Flame is published six times 
a year, 150 Flames translates to completing 25 years as the 
Bishop’s Delegate to Catholic Renewal Ministries. Tempus 
fugit! (Translation from Latin: Time flies!). What have I seen 
in those 25 years?

God is amazing. I have been to many conferences, days of 
renewal, Life in the Spirit Seminars, charismatic and healing 
Masses and prayer groups. I have witnessed people being 
healed and others being converted. I have seen people 
freed from the power of evil and others healed of internal 
brokenness. In all of these events, I have been amazed by 
the way the Lord shows up and shows off! And just when 
you think you have gotten things figured out, the Lord does 
something even more amazing.

The Lord is faithful and merciful. I have met many people 
through my work with the renewal. Most of them have been 
local. Some of the people I have met have been in other 
parts of the country and the world. Some of the events CRM 
has put on have been intercultural events, gathering 
Hispanic, Filipino, Korean, Vietnamese, Indian and African 
Catholic charismatics together. Our Pentecost celebration in 
the Jubilee Year 2000 was an event that was especially 
memorable. All these people knew the power of the Holy 
Spirit through the Catholic charismatic renewal.

I have met charismatics of every stripe. I have met 
charismatics who had doctorates in various branches of 
science as well as salt of the earth people who keep our 
society running. I have met teenagers who were 
transformed by the renewal, elderly who continue to rejoice 
in the Lord and everyone in between. In the midst of it all, I 
have seen that the Lord is faithful and merciful to his 
people. He has broken into our lives and continues to  
empower us to proclaim Jesus Christ is Lord in the power of 
the Holy Spirit.

I am a sinner. Through the years the Lord has confirmed 
the truth of my own brokenness. In spite of my good 
intentions, I know that I have fallen short of the glory of God 
(Romans 3:23). I do not fret about this. I am just aware that I 
need the saving grace and mercy of the Lord on a daily 
basis. My prayer is: Keep it up Lord! There is more of me to 
save!!!

I have seen much more in the last 25 years. However, I 
want to spend a moment reflecting on where we are 
going.

In the 25 years that I have been the Bishop’s delegate to 
Catholic Renewal Ministries, I have seen the Catholic 
charismatic renewal shrink. This is not a local phenomenon. 
In the United States the renewal has gotten smaller and 
grayer. The same can be said for the Catholic Church in 
general in our country. However, I have witnessed another 
phenomenon that is very hopeful.

Many parishes are offering programs like Discovering Christ 
by Christlife and Alpha. These and similar processes (most of 
them are really based on The Life in the Spirit Seminar) bring 
people to a commitment to Jesus Christ as Lord and an 
experience of the Holy Spirit, including the use of charisms. 
Many parishes are training people to be part of healing teams. 
These teams pray with people after their regular Sunday 
Masses. Other parishes are really seeking to bring people to a 
sense of intentional discipleship and to discovering their 
charisms to be used for the good of their parishes and the 
whole Church.

Ralph Martin has summed up this movement in the Church as 
going from convention to conviction. For generations the 
Church simply maintained itself institutionally. People 
worshipped, celebrated the sacraments and then blended 
back into a mostly Christian culture. With the onslaught of 
secularization, people do not follow the conventions of the 
past. They are either convinced Catholic Christians or they are 
not Catholic at all.

Moving from convention to conviction is the work of the 
Holy Spirit. Jesus told us:

And when He (the Advocate) comes he will convict 
the world in regard to sin and righteousness and 
condemnation: sin, because they do not believe in 
me; righteousness, because I am going to the Father 
and you will no longer see me; condemnation, 
because the ruler of this world has been condemned. 
(John 16:8-11)

This convincing power of the Holy Spirit enables us to see 
who Jesus truly is, how right the ways of God really are and 
how wrong the ways of the world are!

The Spirit is continuing to speak to the Church the truth of 
Jesus Christ the Lord. And as we become more convinced, we 
will walk in the power of the Holy Spirit at ever deepening 
levels.

As we begin this year 2018, let us pray to live in the power 
of the Holy Spirit ever more deeply. Set upon the rock -
solid faith of the Catholic Church, may our lips and lives 
fearlessly proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord!

In Christ,

Fr. Bob Franco
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Come, experience the Unbound method of healing! Catholic Renewal Ministries is hosting a mini-conference with John 
Kazanjian on Saturday, February 3rd.  John ministers with Renewal Ministries of Ann Arbor, Michigan. He serves as their 
Mission Country Coordinator for Turkey.  The Unbound program is a well-respected healing model that has proven results.  
It is based on the Five Keys of Repentance: Faith, Forgiveness, Renunciation,  Authority, and the Father’s Blessings. 

The mini-conference will be held at the Center for Pastoral Leadership, in the Aula Room, located at the front building, 
28700 Euclid Ave., Wickliffe 44092.  This all day program will run from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.  The day will consist of Unbound 
teaching, praise and worship, and prayer ministry. Vigil Mass will not be celebrated during this conference. 

There is a fee of $25, which does include continental breakfast, lunch and dinner.  Please make your check payable to 
CRM and mail to Marge Zampino, 2747 Vincent Drive, Seven Hills, OH 44131.  The registration deadline is January 22, 
2018!! Please, send your registration as soon as possible.  For more information and questions Marge can be reached at 
216-990-0919  or call CRM at 440-944-9445. 

FATHER’S BLESSINGAUTHORITYRENUNCIATION

UNBOUND



First Fridays at Francis is a young adult ministry that meets 
every first Friday of the month, from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m., at St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Gates Mills.  Be part 
of an AMAZING evening of praise, worship and adoration 
of our Lord present in the Eucharist.  A social will follow.  
The church is located at 6850 Mayfield Rd., Gates Mills 
44040.  

Catholic Renewal Ministries will host a Charismatic Mass 
on Friday, January 19th, at 7:00 p.m., at St. Peter Parish, 
35777 Center Ridge Rd., North Ridgeville, Ohio 44039.  Fr. 
Bob Franco will be the celebrant.  Praise & worship will 
begin at 7:00 p.m. Mass starts at 7:30 p.m.  Healing prayer 
teams will be available afterward for individual prayer. A 
social will follow. For information, please contact Fr. Bob 
Franco at 440-327-2201 or CRM at 440-944-9445. “Distant 
peoples stand in awe of your marvels; the places of 
morning and evening you make resound with joy.” Psalm 
65:9 

All are welcome to attend an evening of praise and 
worship with Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction at St. 
Thomas More Church.  Come, bring a friend, on the fourth 
Friday of each month, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  The church is 
located at 4170 North Amber Dr., Brooklyn 44144. Nellie 
Cruz Krawczynski is the music leader for the evening. 

Catholic Renewal Ministries’ Traveling Charismatic Mass 
for February will be held at St. Ambrose Church, 929 Pearl 
Rd., Brunswick 44212, on Friday, February 2nd.  Praise and 
Worship will begin at 7:00 p.m. and the liturgy will start at 
7:30 p.m.  Fr. Bob Franco will be the celebrant.  A social 
will follow Mass and Healing prayer teams will be available 
for individual prayer.  For more information, please contact 
Fr. Franco at 440-327-2201 or CRM at 440-944-9445. “…
Shout joyfully to the LORD, all you lands; serve the LORD 
with gladness; come before him with joyful song.” Ps 
100:1-2     

Sing and Praise God With Joy! Catholic Renewal Ministries’ 
Traveling Charismatic Mass for April will be held at Sacred 
Heart Parish Oberlin, on Friday, April 20th.  Praise and 
worship will begin at 7:00 p.m., Mass will start at 7:30 
p.m.  The church is located at 410 W. Lorain St. in Oberlin 
44074.  Fr. Bob Franco will be the celebrant. Healing 
prayer teams will be available after Mass for individual 
prayer. Please plan on attending the social after Mass for 
refreshments and fellowship.  For more information, please 
contact Fr. Bob Franco at 440-327-2201or CRM at 
440-944-9445. 
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“Come, receive God’s mercy. ” Ps.116:5 Our Lady of 
Angels Prayer Group invites you to prepare  a way of 
openness with Our Gracious God before this Lenten 
Season starts.  A one-day Life in the Spirit Seminar will be 
held on Saturday, February 10th from 8:00a.m. to 4:30 
p.m.  
Complimentary continental breakfast and lunch will be 
provided; there is no cost for this seminar.   Join us in the 
Primary Building (behind Linus Hall) 3644 Rocky River Dr., 
Cleveland, OH 44111. Look for  signs.  For questions or to 
register, please phone Verna at 216-251-3560 or Therese 
at 440-333-7397. Invite friends and family! 

  Come, Experience the Unbound Method of Healing  
Catholic Renewal Ministries will host a mini-conference 
with John Kazanjian on Saturday, February 3rd.  John 
serves as Renewal Ministries Mission Country Coordinator 
for Turkey. The Unbound program is a well-respected 
healing model that has proven results. It is based on the 
Five Keys: Repentance, Faith, Forgiveness, Renunciation,  
Authority, and the Father’s Blessings. 
                                                                                                    
The mini-conference will be held at the Center for Pastoral 
Leadership in the front building, Aula Room, 28700 Euclid 
Ave., Wickliffe  44092.  This all day program will run from 9 
a.m. to 9 p.m.  During the day, there will also be times of 
praise and worship and prayer ministry, but a vigil mass 
will not be celebrated. 

There is a $25 registration fee for the mini-conference, 
and continental breakfast, lunch, and dinner are included.  
Please make your check out to CRM and mail to Marge 
Zampino, 2747 Vincent Drive, Seven Hills, OH 44131.  
January 22, 2018 is the deadline for registering for the 
mini-conference, so please send in your registration as 
soon as possible.  For more information, Marge can be 
reached at 216-990-0919, or call CRM at 440-944-9445. 

   
See  WWW.CRMWEB.ORG  for all Event Updates! 

Renewal  Min i s t r i e s  Even t s  
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SEE THE SPECIAL BROCHURE AT :

https://www.nsc-chariscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/
2016/01/NSCIntercessionTimesBrochure2016-2018.pdf

NATIONAL SERVICE COMMITTEE OF THE CHARISMATIC RENEWAL 

INTERCEDE FOR THE OUTPOURING 

OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  

February 9,  2018

“ C o m e ,  r e c e i v e  G o d ’s  m e r c y. ” P s . 1 1 6 : 5  

L I F E  I N  T H E  S P I R I T  S E M I N A R  

S a t u r d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  1 0 t h  

8 : 3 0 a . m .  -  4 : 3 0  p . m .  
  

O u r  L a d y  o f  A n g e l s  P r a y e r  G r o u p  
3 6 4 4  R o c k y  R i v e r  D r i v e  

C l e v e l a n d  4 4 1 1 1  

F o r  R e g i s t r a t i o n / Q u e s t i o n s  C o n t a c t :  
Ve r n a  a t  2 1 6 - 2 5 1 - 3 5 6 0   
T h e r e s e  4 4 0 - 3 3 3 - 7 3 9 7

Do something new! Join the Journey of Northeast Ohio to Franciscan 
University of Steubenville for the 2018 Power and Purpose Conference - BY 

BUS!  We are looking for you and your prayer groups,  friends and family,  to 
get on board and make this a happen! Questions? Information?  Call LeeAnne 

Lambert at 330-802-1349 , email at  lambert24@hotmail.com, or Facebook 
Link: http://www.cvent.com/events/power-purpose-june-8-10-2018/

contactus-414cc4c0bb644015b023b1a2d7ee6def.aspx?ct=6d89501f-
f67b-49e8-941e-bbf9137ab004 .

E N C O U N T E R   
T H E  

H O L Y  S P I R I T

36TH ANNUAL CLEVELAND CHARISMATIC CONFERENCE 

FRIDAY,  JULY 20,  & SATURDAY, JULY 21,  2018 

WWW.CRMWEB.ORG

“ L e t  u s  b e g i n ”  “ R e m e m b e r  n o t  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  
p a s t … S e e ,  I  a m  d o i n g  s o m e t h i n g  n e w ! ”         

              –   I s a i a h  4 3 : 1 9

JUNE 8 - 10, 2018
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Traveling Charismatic Masses

*Praise & Worship 7:oo p.m., Liturgy 7:30 p.m. **Fr. Bob Franco Celebrant

**Friday, January 19, 2018 at *7:00 p.m. 
St. Peter Parish

35777 Center Ridge Road
North Ridgeville, Ohio 44039

Healing Prayer and Social after both Masses.
For information call Fr. Bob Franco at 440-327-2201 or CRM at 440-944-9445

**Friday, February 2, 2018 at *7:00 p.m. 
St. Ambrose Church

929 Pearl Road
Brunswick 44212



Continued from Page 1 
give away freely what we have so freely been 
given. Love only increases if we pass it on. 
The fruit of the Holy Spirit actually deepens 
in our heart when we let it fly. 

Baptism in the Holy Spirit has awakened in us 
a deeper relationship with God that is fired 
with unspeakable joy. Therefore, in answer to 
the Holy Father’s encouragement to share 
this experience with others we dare not be 
“ l u ke w a r m ” b e c a u s e l u ke w a r m n e s s 
nauseates Jesus (Rev 3:15-16). We ought to 
be compelled to impart the grace of this 
awakening! 

We have drunk of the one Spirit. We have set 
our sights on the things above—now we must 
pay it forward. Grace should be answered 
with gratitude, and how better to express our 
thanks than by spreading the Good News of 
our encounter with him? 

The oil of gladness has been poured out on 
us; we represent Christ, his Word and 
sacrifice. It is simply not enough that we keep 
him to ourselves. It is imperative that we 
receive, reciprocate and share God’s love.        

We were made for this purpose and it 
should be as natural to us as flight is to a 
bird. 

Pope Francis, in his inimitable way, has 
called us back to our renewal humble 
beginnings—back to when we were witness- 
ing to others with ease the blessing of the 
Holy Spirit and the exciting news of our 
redemption. Baptism in the Holy Spirit is 
“rooftop news” or “go tell it on the moun- 
tain news.” It can never be dull, run of the 
mill or boring news. The only possible 
response to charis is eucharistia. Thus, deep, 
heartfelt gratitude must follow such great 
grace. 

Thank you, Holy Father, for assigning us the 
task to proclaim to the whole Church our 
legacy in the Holy Spirit. ◆ 

Tom Mangan is the former senior coordinator 
of the People of God Community in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Tom is a member of 
the NSC. 
Printed with permission PentecostToday 
Winter 2015 Volume 40 Number 1. 
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