
mercy to those who are in need of it, especially to the 
spiritual orphans who surround us in today’s society.  

The gifts are not for our sake but for those whom God 
wants to touch through us. When Damian Stayne, a 
Catholic healing evangelist from England, gave a 
weekend conference at my parish, I was struck by the 
challenge he gave to our prayer ministry team. “Do you 
want to be used by God for healing?” he asked. “Yes!” 
everyone shouted enthusiastically. “Then are you 
willing to be seriously inconvenienced for the rest of 
your life?” There was some nervous laughter before 
everyone said “Yes!” again. 

I’ve found his words to be true. I believe all Christians 
can see healings if we learn to pray with expectant 
faith. But if people think you have a gift for healing, 
they may call or email you at inconvenient times. At a 
conference or prayer meeting you may find a long line 
of people waiting for prayer, and as you get toward the 
end you find it has only grown longer. You may be the 
last person to leave at night. But it is all worth it when 
you see the amazement and joy in a person healed by 
the Lord. 

Like natural gifts, the supernatural gifts grow with 
practice. As we take risks in faith the Lord shows his 
faithfulness. One of the first times that I practiced using 
words of knowledge at a prayer meeting, I received in 
prayer only a slight impression of some specific 
healings. I wasn’t sure if it was the Lord or only my 
thoughts, but I decided to step out in faith. After our             
    Continued on Page 7

For most of my life I have been accustomed to praying 
over people at prayer meetings and in other settings. 
Occasionally I would see a slight improvement such as 
a person with a headache or stomachache feeling 
better. But in the past four or five years the Lord has 
been leading me on a journey to understand more 
about his healing power and how much he desires to 
do signs, wonders and miracles through ordinary 
people. 

In the fall of 2013 I had a sabbatical semester—a time 
for focused research in a particular area—and decided 
to study healing, not only by reading about it in books 
but by seeing it in action. During that time I went, along 
with a team, on a two-week mission in Brazil. There we 
saw miracles day after day—people with tumors, 
crippling arthritis, blindness, deafness and many other 
conditions miraculously healed by the Lord. That 
mission was life changing, and since then I’ve been 
seeking to put into practice what Jesus told his 
disciples to do: “heal the sick... and say to them, ‘The 
kingdom of God has come near to you’” (Lk 10:9; also 
see Mk 16:17-18).  

I’ve become convinced that God wants a far greater 
manifestation of his healing power in the Catholic 
Church— not as something novel and marginal, but as a 
restoration of something that is at the heart of our 
tradition. The supernatural gifts of the Spirit are part of 
our inheritance as baptized believers. They are the 
normal equipment that Christ has bestowed on his 
bride the Church for carrying out her evangelistic 
mission. The use of these gifts tangibly manifests God’s
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Dear Readers of The Flame, 

2017 begins a year of Jubilee for the Catholic charismatic 
renewal. This is not an official “Holy Year” declared by the 
Vatican. We just completed one of those Jubilee Years, the 
Year of Mercy, on the Feast of Christ the King, November 20, 
2016. 

This Jubilee Year for the Catholic charismatic renewal 
remembers the amazing events that took place on a weekend 
retreat in February of 1967. College students from Duquesne 
University gathered for a retreat where they experienced the 
Person, power and gifts of the Holy Spirit in a unique and 
unexpected manner. In times that predated the internet and 
cell phone, this movement of the Holy Spirit spread like 
wildfire to college campuses at Notre Dame and the University 
of Michigan. It quickly became a worldwide movement in the 
Catholic Church that has transformed tens of millions of lives. 

Though this movement appeared suddenly and unexpectedly, 
people prayed, longed for and sought out this kind of 
encounter with the Holy Spirit. I think of three people who 
were special ambassadors of the Holy Spirit and the 
charismatic renewal that would follow. 

The first is Blessed Elena Guerra (1835-1914). This Italian nun 
wrote 12 confidential letters to Pope Leo XIII asking him to 
encourage greater devotion to the Holy Spirit among 
Catholics. The Pope responded by writing an encyclical on the 
Holy Spirit (Dividum Illus Munus in 1897). He also wrote a 
private letter to bishops around the world prescribing that a 
Novena to the Holy Spirit be prayed before the beginning of 
the 20th Century. 

Blessed Elena Guerra said: 
  
 Pentecost is not over. In fact it is continually going on in 
 every time and in every place, because the Holy Spirit 
 desired to give himself to all men and all who want him 
 can always receive him, so we do not have to envy the 
 apostles and the first believers; we only have to dispose 
 ourselves like them to receive him well, and He will come 
 to us as he did to them. 

The second person who summoned the Church to pray for the 
coming of the Holy Spirit is St. John XXIII. Though he 
announced his intention to convene an ecumenical council on 
January 25, 1959, it was not formally summoned until he 
published an apostolic constitution called Humanae Salutis on 
Christmas Day 1961. At the close of that document we have 
his now famous prayer: 
  
 Renew Your wonders in our time, as though for a new                    
 Pentecost, and grant that the holy Church, preserving 
 unanimous and continuous prayer, together with Mary, 
 the mother of Jesus, and also under the guidance of St. 
 Peter, may increase the reign of the Divine Savior, the 
 reign of truth and justice, the reign of love and peace.  
 Amen. 

The third person is Rev. David du Plessis. He was a South 
African Assembly of God minister who was instrumental in 
promoting the baptism of the Holy Spirit among all Christian 
Churches. His openness to ecumenical relations eventually led 
him to be invited as an observer to Vatican II. (His acceptance 
of the invitation led the Assembly of God leaders to put 

pressure on him to surrender his preaching credentials. They 
were restored in 1980). Rev. David du Plessis experienced a 
conversion of heart that would lead him to become an  
ecumenical ambassador of the Holy Spirit. In his own words: 
  
 I could remember days when I had wished I could have set 
 my eyes upon such men to denounce their theology and 
 pray the judgment of God upon them for what I considered 
 their heresies and false doctrines…After a few introductory 
 words I suddenly felt a warm glow come over me. I knew 
 this was the Holy Spirit taking over, but what was He doing 
 to me? Instead of the old harsh spirit of criticism and   
 condemnation in my heart, I now felt such love and com-
 passion for these ecclesiastical leaders that I would rather 
 have died for them than pass sentence upon them. (From 
 his autobiography, The Spirit Bade Me Go, found on the 
 Wikipedia article on David du Plessis) 

Many things have happened in the charismatic renewal and in 
our world in the last 50 years. However, the best of those things 
have been cultivated through the prayers of people like Blessed 
Elena Guerra and St. John XXIII and the love of people like Rev. 
David du Plessis. As we approach this Jubilee Year of the 
Catholic charismatic renewal, let us seek to cultivate a greater 
sensitivity to the movements of the Holy Spirit in our day. To 
quote Don Miller, a longtime local leader in the charismatic 
renewal in the Diocese of Cleveland, “Prayer and love are the 
most powerful things in the world.” Prompted by the Holy Spirit 
let us pray and love to birth an ever deeper experience of the 
Person and gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Fr. Bob Franco 

PS: At the urging of the General Service Committee of our 
diocese, I am making an appeal for our readers to prayerfully 
consider joining our Partners in the Renewal. Partners commit 
to support Catholic Renewal Ministries with prayer and 
financial support. They receive a monthly letter from me that 
describe what’s happening on the local scene regarding the 
renewal. To become a Partner in the Renewal, please fill out 
the form on page 5 in this issue of the Flame. 

PPS: Hope to see you at the monthly charismatic Mass in 
January. It will be at my parish, St. Peter’s in North Ridgeville. 
Also, mark your calendar for Dr. Mary Healy on January 20. 
Details are in this issue of the Flame. 
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C A T H O L I C  R E N E W A L  M I N I S T R I E S  P R E S E N T S

Dr. Healy will speak on  
healing and its relationship to 
evangelization. She is a professor 
of Scripture at Sacred Heart Major 
Seminary in Detroit and serves as 
chair of the Doctrinal Commission 
of the International Catholic  

Charismatic Renewal Services. She speaks nationally 
and internationally and has published numerous 
books, including Healing: Bringing the Gift of God’s 
Mercy to the World. Pope Francis appointed her as 
one of the first three women ever to serve on the  
Pontifical Biblical Commission.

Details:

Friday, January 20th
The evening will begin with praise and  

worship at 7:00 p.m. and be held at St. Raphael 
Parish, 525 Dover Center Rd., Bay Village 44140.  

There will be an extended time of healing 
prayer for all present and prayer teams will 

also be available for individual prayer.
A free will offering will be taken.  

ContaCt:
For more information, please contact  

Fr. Bob Franco at 440-327-2201 or  
CRM at 440-944-9445.

Jesus - The Face of  
God’s Mercy:  

An Evening of Teaching and Healing Prayer  
with Dr. Mary Healy



First Fridays at Francis is a young adult ministry that meets 
every first Friday of the month, from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30p.m., 
at St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Gates Mills. Be part of an 
AMAZING evening of praise and worship and adoration of 
our Lord, present in the Eucharist.  A social will follow.  The 
church is located at 6850 Mayfield Rd., Gates Mills 44040.  

“Find your delight in the Lord who will give you your 
heart’s desire.” (Ps 37:4) Catholic Renewal Ministries will 
host a Charismatic Mass on Friday, January 6th, at 7:00 
p.m., at St. Peter Parish, 35777 Center Ridge Rd., North 
Ridgeville 44039.  Fr. Bob Franco will be the celebrant.  
Praise and worship will begin at 7:00 and the liturgy will 
start at 7:30.  Healing prayer teams will be available after 
mass for individual prayer.  For more information, please 
contact Fr. Franco at 440-327-2201 or CRM at 
440-944-9445.  Extend a loving invitation! Now is the time 
to encourage those around you to spend time seeking the 
presence of the Lord! 

St. Mary Prayer Group invites all to attend a Festival of 
Praise on Saturday, January 7th, at Our Lady of Hope 
Church from 6:45 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  This will be a special 
time to come together to praise and worship God through 
song and prayer.  The church is located at 400 Center Rd., 
Bedford, 44146.  Please call Jerry or Grace Wrobel at 
330-425-2678 for additional information. 

Catholic Renewal Ministries invites you to An Evening of 
Teaching and Healing Prayer with Dr. Mary Healy on 
Friday, January 20th.  She will speak on healing and its 
relationship to evangelization.  Dr. Healy is a professor of 
Scripture at Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit and 
serves as chair of the Doctrinal Commission of the 
International Catholic Charismatic Renewal Services.  She 
speaks nationally and internationally and has published 
numerous books, including Healing: Bringing the Gift of 
God’s Mercy to the World.  Pope Francis appointed her as 
one of the first three women ever to serve on the Pontifical 
Biblical Commission.     
The evening will begin with praise and worship at 7:00 
p.m. and be held at St. Raphael Parish, 525 Dover Center 
Rd., Bay Village 44140.  There will be an extended time of 
healing prayer for all present and prayer teams will also be 
available for individual prayer.    

All are welcome to attend an evening of praise and  
worship with Eucharist Adoration and Benediction at St. 
Thomas More Church.  Come, bring a friend, on the fourth 
Friday of each month, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  The church is 
located at 4170 North Amber Dr., Brooklyn 44144. Nellie 
Cruz Krawczynski is the music leader for the evening.  

The Ss. Cosmas & Damian Prayer Group invites all to 
attend a Festival of Praise on Saturday, February 11th, at 
Ss. Cosmas & Damian Church, Twinhaven Hall, from 6:45 
p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  This will be a special time to come 
together to praise and worship God through song and 
prayer.  The church is located at 10419 Ravenna Rd., 
Twinsburg, 44087.  Please call Jerry or Grace Wrobel at 
330-425-2678 for additional information. 

Mary, Queen of Heaven and Earth Chapter of Magnificat, 
a women’s ministry modeled after the Visitation, invites you 
to a breakfast Saturday, February 18th at Walsh University, 
Barrette Center, 2020 East Maple Street, North Canton. 
Join us in a special time of fellowship and sharing. April 
Merzweiler is our guest speaker.  

Cost is $18.00. Make checks payable to “Magnificat of 
Stark County” and send to Debby Bentivegna, 5575 East 
Blvd. NW, Canton, OH 44718.  Seating is limited, so plan 
on getting your reservations early.  Reservations cannot be 
accepted after February 11th.  

There will be open seating, and the doors open at 8:30 
a.m. with breakfast at 9:00 a.m.  There will be an optional 
Mass at 8:00 a.m. in Our Lady of Perpetual Help Chapel at 
Walsh University.  For further information call Shirley 
DeOrio at 614-620-3169. 

“The Lord of all kindness will set our hearts free” Ps 119:32.  
Our Lady of Angels Prayer Group invites you to prepare 
for Lent by attending a one-day Life in the Spirit Seminar.  
The seminar will be held on Saturday, February 25th, from 
8:30 am to 4:30 pm.  Continental breakfast and lunch are 
provided, and there is no cost for this seminar.  Join us in 
the Primary Building (behind Linus Hall) 3644 Rocky River 
Dr., Cleveland 44111.  There will be signs posted to guide 
you.  For questions or to register, please call Verna at 
216-251-3560 or Pat at 440-777-1667.  Invite others to join 
you! 

Renewal Ministries Events 



Name

Address Zip

Phone Email

Would you consider dedicating yourself to evangelization through                
CRM Partners in the Renewal? 

_____    YES! I would like to unite efforts with CRM and be a member of  
  Partners in the Renewal. I will pray for this work. 

_____    YES! I am able to contribute monthly: 

_____    $5     _____     $10     _____     $15     _____     $20     Other $     _____ 

_____    YES! I am interested in helping with the CRM Conference in 2017.  

S e n d  t o :  C a t h o l i c  R e n e w a l  M i n i s t r i e s  
2 8 7 0 6  E u c l i d  A v e n u e ,  B o x  4 ,  W i c k l i f f e , O H  4 4 0 9 2  

4 4 0 - 9 4 4 - 9 4 4 5

 
 

For Information Call 

Fr. Bob Franco at 
440-327-2201 

or CRM at 330-944-9445

Traveling Charismatic Mass               
Friday January 6, 2017                                                          

St Peter Parish                                                                                                              
35777 Center Ridge Rd. North Ridgeville, Ohio 44039              

Healing Prayer & Fellowship Following Mass

D EDICATED TO BUILDING THE KINGDOM 
IN THE POWER OFTHE HOLY SPIRIT



St. Mary of Assumption, Farrell Hall                                                                             

8560 Mentor Ave., Mentor, OH                                                                 

Mail Registration to: Ken Skilton                                         
8595 Seaton Place, Mentor, OH 44060                                          

Information & Registration Contact Ken Skilton 

k.skilton@sbcglobal.net or 440-796-8689                                    

Arch & Marlyn Tunnell at 440- 442-7538     

Name                             Please Print

Address

Phone Email

A    N e w      W a y   o  f    L i v i n g

Saturday, February 11th, 2017 

6:45 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Ss.Cosmas & Damian Prayer Group at Twinhaven Hall 

10419 Ravenna Rd., Twinsburg, 44087 

Contact Jerry or Grace Wrobel at 330-425-2678

Saturday, January 7th, 2017 

6:45 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

St. Mary Prayer Group at Our Lady of Hope Church 

400 Center Rd., Bedford, 44146                                                    

Contact Jerry or Grace Wrobel at 330-425-2678

Families In Christ Jesus, Catholic Men’s Fellowship                            

& Men of Praise Invite You to 
“A New Way of Living” 

Friday January 13th, 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Saturday January 14th, 8:30 a.m. to  5:30 p.m.                              

Saturday Continental Breakfast & Lunch Provided                    

Open to All Men and Women, 18 Years Old & Over    

A Free Will Offering Will Be Taken

mailto:k.skilton@sbcglobal.net
mailto:k.skilton@sbcglobal.net


Continued From Page 1 

time of worship I said, “I think there is a man here who 
has a skin condition and is also experiencing same-
sex attraction; the Lord wants to heal both of these 
things. I think there is a woman who has spent time in 
jail and is ashamed of that. The Lord is taking away 
your shame and wants to use you to minister to other 
women in jail. I also think there is someone here with 
pain in your left ankle. The Lord is going to heal it. I 
won’t ask you to identify yourselves, but if one of 
these words applies to you, come and let me know 
afterwards if you’d like.” 

After the prayer meeting, not one but two men came 
to me separately. Both had a skin condition and same-
sex attraction, and in both cases the word had greatly 
stirred up their faith that they would be healed. And 
not one but two women came to me separately; both 
told they had been in jail, and one said the word 
confirmed her sense that the Lord was calling her to 
jail ministry. No one came to mention a hurt ankle, 
however... but later the prayer ministry leader told me 
that two people had come for prayer for pain in their 
left ankle, and both had been completely freed from 
pain. The Lord gave me double for my trouble! 

I’m becoming more alert to opportunities to use 
healing in evangelization. Recently I was at a 
conference in a secular venue and I began chatting 
with the young woman who was working the coffee 
bar. I shared with her a little about the conference, 
which was on the Holy Spirit. She told me she was 
Catholic but had stopped going to church because 
she was a single mom living with her boyfriend. As I 
shared with her about God’s love, it was evident that 
she missed having a connection with God. I asked her 
if she had pain anywhere in her body and explained 
that Jesus is alive and he loves to heal. She did have
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severe back pain. So I prayed a very simple prayer 
over her back, and the Lord instantly took away her 
pain. There were tears in her eyes; clearly the Lord was 
using that outward sign to touch her heart. I 
encouraged her to look for a priest to talk to and 
return to church, where the Lord was longing to 
welcome her home.  

I believe the Catholic Charismatic Renewal is entering 
a new phase. In the early decades God raised up 
people with extraordinary healing gifts such as Fr. 
Emiliano Tardif, Fr. Ralph DiOrio, and Sr. Briege 
McKenna. They are pioneers who have cleared a path 
and helped Catholics realize what is possible. But now 
Jesus is calling all his disciples to proclaim the gospel 
with great faith that God will accompany our witness 
with signs, wonders, mighty deeds, and distributed 
gifts of the Spirit (see Heb 2:4). 

Dr. Mary Healy will be a guest speaker for Catholic 
Renewal Ministries on January 20, 2017. She will speak 
on healing and its relationship to evangelization. Dr. 
Healy is professor of Scripture at Sacred Heart Major 
Seminary in Detroit and chair of the Doctrinal 
Commission of International Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal Services. She is the author of Healing: 
Bringing the Gift of God’s Mercy to the World. 

Used with permission PENTECOST Today Volume 41 
Number 4.
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